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Love, that exempts no one beloved from loving.
DANTE

The Divine Comedy

Inferno, Canto V, verse 103

We are human after all.
DAFT PUNK
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your
M

8€ wice! ['Ve BeEN A LITTLE =
8USY THESE LAST THIRTY YEARS.. L Asueo
BUT LOOK, I MAUE coOoKiES! CLAUDIA FOR
THE RECIPE.

HAVE You ToLg
YOUR OAUGHTER
ABOUT s




YES, WHILE SHE WAS CUTTING WHAT 00 YOU LIKE?
MY HAIR. 00 You LIKE (T? THE COOWIE OR MY HAIR?

T WORRY ABOUT
VERY MUCH. Giuserpe. He's Five.

00 YoU MiNg IF I TAKE YOUR ARM? 2
THAT WOLLOW'T BOTHER AN OLD BeCAUSE I FULLY INTEND TO KisS
BACHELOR LIKE YOURSELF, WOULD [ U BEFORE T GO HOME!

THINGS DIOW'T EXACTLY
GO AS PLANED,
0lo THEY?

GET UPSET, ! E
HAT 8RIg = X OF PHYSICS..




00 You REMEMBER THOSE ENOLESS LIVES
OF PASSENGERS WAITING TO BOARD THE
SHIPS PREPARING TO LEAVE THE PORT!

JOER THE
T HOUSED THE SHOPUEEPERS' STANDS.
GLAD THEY WEREN'T TORN QOWN.

WE UECIVED TO KEEP
THEM SO THAT RETIREES
COULY REMINISCE ABOUT

THE GOOD OLO DAYS WHiLE
SITTING ON A BENCH.

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS
FOR THE BOOKSTO!
Now?

Aug [ BET You'Re
GOING TO GiVE THEM
A GEAL JUST BECAUSE
YOU LIKE THEM,

A YOUNG COUPLE WANTS TO
BuY IT. THEY'RE TRYING TO GET
A LOA FROM THE BAVK... THEY
HAVE FOUR WIJS AND A CAT.

ABSOLUTELY! IF T waT T0
RETIRE WITHOUT A PENNY
O MY VAME, THEW T HAVE

TO ACT ACCORDINGLY!




TI'M NOT BUYING IT. YOU'RE ONY GING THEM A DEAL SO
THEY'LL PUT YOUR QISSERTATION iW THE WINOOW QISPLAY!
WHAT ABOUT You? ARE YoU REALLY READY TO RETIRE
AND SPEND YOUR DAYS BAKING COOKIEST

No, THEY'0 8€ BETTER OFF DISPLAYING ROMANCE
NOVELS. YOU KNOW, TWO PEOPLE WHO GO THROUGH

THE TWISTS ANQ TURNS OF LIFE BEFORE FIVALLY

GETTING TOGETHER I THE END..

MARTA CALLS ME EVERY WEE. SHE WORKS FOR THE SHE STILL GETS MAIL THAT'S AGORESSED TO ME, NCLUOIG
NEW MAYOR NOW AN SHE CAV'T STAVG HiM. T THINK J0B OFFERS.. SHE KEEPS INSWUATING THAT WE COULD
'SHE JUST WORKED WITH ME FOR T00 LONG. WORK TOGETHER FOR A FEW MORE YEARS. TVE EVEN
BEEN OFFERED A POSITION AS CONSUL, HA!

ARE YoU GOIWG
O TAKE (T7

YoU Kow
I'MAOT.




IT LOOKS LIKE THE RAIN'S LETTING UP.
SHOULY WE GET GOIWG? I ToLg
GluserPE T WOULON'T STAY OuUT

LoRD HAVE MeRCY! THIS
IS WHERE YoU NTEND
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YOU HAVE TO REALLY KNEA THE DOUGH TO GET RI0
\ OF THE LUMPS, AND LET IT SET 50 THE SPICES CAV
o2

BAING REQUIRES PATIENCE, WHICH WE BOTH

N kTl Aol WNOW ISV'T ALWAYS YOUR STRONG SUIT.

NOT TOO HOT, Mivg You!

BUT SO B2 IT. THEW YoU ROLL THE COOUES POVT LG IT

QOUGH INTO SMALL BALLS AVO
STICK THEM it THE OVEW..

TAKE YOUR HAIR, FOR EXAMPLE! SURE, IT TAKES
TIME, BUT (T'S GORGEOUS. IT'S REALLY
A SHAME TO cuT IT.

ARE YoU SURE You
WANT TO CHOP T




YOUR LAST BATCH WAS
UNDERCOOKED, BUT
YOU'RE IMPROVING.

AWYWAY, T'S A VERY EASY
RECIPE. EVEw You SHOULD.
€ ABLE TO PULL IT OFFI

BESIVES, YOU'LL HAVG MORE TIME T UNOW YU PREFER SHORT HAIR.. 8UT T STILL
10 POACTICe oW ARTre AL THIVK YOU LOOK BETTER WITH I LONG!
THE TOCTOR SAIC YoU SHOULD
- TAUE IT EASY. //
L

I'M QEALLY HAPPY FOR You, MOM. IT'S ABOUT TIME
YoU DECIOEQ To RETIRE. NOW YOU CAN TAKE CARE
OF THE HOUSE ANG SPENG MORE TIME WITH
OAD AND THE FAMILY.

ABOUT THAT, THERE'S
SOMETHING I NEED
O TELL YOU..




WHO'S GOING TO BRING US
WARM CROISSANTS AFTER
YU SELL YoUR BOOKSTORE?

T 10L0 You T WOULON'T 86 STAYING .
BE THAT AS T MAY, YOU'RE
FOR LONG... BUT FEAR NOT: WHOEVER STILL THE MOST CHAZMIVG YoU COULD MARRY JULIA, SHE
BUYS THE BOOKSTORE Wikl HAVE BACHELOR IV TOWN. MARRY US! DOESN'T TALK MUCH... AND You

TO AGOPT YoU AS WELL! OR AT LEAST ONE OF US.. COULD TAKE ALL THREE OF US

WITH You, HEE HEE!

“IT IS A TRUTH UNIVERSALLY
ACUNOWLEDGED, THAT A SIGLE MAW V)
POSSESSION OF A GOOO FORTUNE,
MUST BE IV WANT OF A WIFE."

AUSTEV'S A2



WHAT 00 YoU MEAN,
AroATE"?

IT'S NOT REALLY A OATE, WE'RE
JUST GOWG FOR A WALK. ANG
FOR THE TIME BEING, 't STiLL
82 SLEEPING N MY OWN BED.

MOM.. FIRST THE FAINTING SPELLS, AVD NOW A MAVZ/
OF COURSE You WikL! SURELY You WHAT YOU WEED IS REST, NOT ROMANTIC ESCAPADES!

OON'T WTEND TO SLEEP WITH
'L WEAR OFF W A FEW
WEEWS, YOU'LL SEE.

A MAY YOU BARELY EVEN KNOW?!
NO, CLAUDIA, IT WON'T.

TV 82e iV LOVE WITH
HIM FOR YEARS.

No, o, OOU'T
WORRY. WE'VE
WnowN EACH.
oTHER For AGES. |

YOUVE BEEN No! I FORTY YEARS OF MARRIAGE, I'VE NEVER
CHEATING ON OAD CHEATED OW YOUR FATHER. NOT EVEN WITH ZENO!
FOR YEARST!

2eNo?
2en0 SIMIATI
WITH THE
s00UsTORE?




I THOUGHT You w;wrsa THE COOWiE y ~ R,
RECIPE FOR OAD! YOU K g o

YOUR HUSBAND?

Aug vow T Fivg ouT Youve
ALWAYS WANTED TO BAKE COOKIES
FOR THAT.. THAT.. B0OKSHOP
owner!

'Ll MAKE A WHOLE
BUNCH. Avg T Wou'T
GIVE THEM ALL
0 Zewo!

WOLLO You RATHER.
T'0 SLEPT WITH HiM?

T QOW'T UNGERSTAND
WHAT'S GOTTEN IWTO YUl

THERE IS NO WAY HE'S
EATING A SIWGLE OVE
OF YouR COOUIES!

BUT IT'S HIGH TiME HE
010. He's been WAITING
FOREVER, HEE HEE.

NO, BUT BEING IN LOVE
WITH HIM FOR FORTY

YEARS IS WORSE! WoRSE? WoRSE

THAV WHAT? WoRsE
FoR WHOM?

WHAT 00 You
MEAW, MOMMY?
WHAT'S WRONG
WITH NAVA?




Businesc for

cale dve to
retirement

NOT MUCH MAIL TOOAY.. BiLLS, RECEIPTS,
ORUERS, ONE OF THOSE STRAVGE
ENVELOPES WITHOUT A SENDER..

AND THE LETTER
FROM THE UNIVERSITY,
FINALLY!

YOU'RE NOT GOING 0 OPEN IT7IT L'l OPEW IT AFTER YoU LEAVE. SIGH.. YOU NEVER TELL ME f
Px?a;u:&; TSAéS ;/uouﬁ szrsgs/sgﬂ\?w T'M NOT SURE WHICH L FEAR MOST: | AUYTHING! YOU'LL BN UP TAKING mﬁ,ﬁiﬂfﬁ;ﬁ %’;L;D%
5 GETTING PUBLISHED! THAT GOOU WEWS OR BAD NEWS. AL YOUR SECRETS T0 THE GrAVE! 1
CALLS FOR A CELEBRATION! ARG TeEE S

00 You Know
AY POTENTIAL
uvers?




ACTUALLY, ONE OF MY COUSS IS MOVING TO
THE WEIGHBORHOOD. LOOKING TO TAKE OVER
A BUSWESS, HE AND HIS WIFE HAVE FOUR WiOS'

AN A CAT. SO LOTS OF MOUTHS O FEED. MAYBE
YOU COULD GIVE THEM A GOOY DEALT

TELL THEM TO
sTorey, I'v Love
TO MEET THEM!

SO NOW THAT You
HAVE YoUR OOCTORATE,
YOU'RE LEAVING AGAW!

1 WeVer STAY FoR
VERY LONG.. ANG
T QouBT AWYBODY
WILL MISS Me.

I'MNOT A PHYSICIAN, T HAVE
A DOCTORATE i PHYSICS.

PHYSICIST, PHYSICIAN.. SAME
OIFFERENCE! EITHER WAY,
POCTOR OR NOT, IT'S WoT

GOOY FOR A MAV T0 BE ALONE!

TRAVELING AROUNG THE WORLD

LIKE A VAGABOND, GROWING.

OLO ALOKE..

LET'S BE HONEST, THIS
PLACE COULD USE A LITTLE
FAMILY-RUN ATMOSPHERE ..

OWE OF My BROTHERS IS A DOCTOR. A PODIATRIST,

AND A GOOY ONE! MY FEET TAKE A BEATING WITH

ALL THE WALKING T 00 EVERY DAY, BUT HE ALWAYS
MAKES THEM GOOO AS WEW!

NOBOGY WANTS TO TAKE CARE OF FEET,
BECAUSE FEET STIWK! BUT THAT OION'T STOP
HiM FROM GETTING HIMSELF A WIFE, THREE
PRETTY DAUGHTERS, ANG A GRAVOSON!

DOU'T WORRY ABOUT ME,
Ve RECENED PLENTY OF
MARRIAGE PROPOSALS.




NAWA'S BEING SELFISH ANG OMLY THINKING
OF HERSELF. JUST LIKE YoU SOMETIMES.
AND PLEASE TIE YOUR SHOBLACES!

I'M PRACTICING
LoNG-ISTANCE

S0 YoU CAV BECOME A AILOT ANG

OEPENDS.. WHALES
LEAVE MOMMY ALL ALONE AT HOME?

NEED TAKING CARE

NO RUSH, SWEETHEART.
You HAVE PLENTY OF TIME TO
ECIOE BETWEEN THE TWO!

WELL YEAH, T ALsO
WANT T0 TAKE CARE
OF WHALES. T'LL LiVE O
A BOAT AND T'LL WEAR

ARED KNIT HAT!
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O [ COULD 00 BOTH... TAKE CARE OF WHALES
W THE SUMMER, AVO N THE WINTER, WHEN V“
THEY'RE SLEEPING, I CAV FLY PLAVES.

T'M AFRAIC WHALES OON'T
HIBERNATE, PUMPUIN.

OH, WELL, THEY WON'T NEED ME TO TAKE CARE OF THEM YoU Se€, EVEN LAURA MoM, [ REFUSE TO HAVE
ALl THE TIME. THEY'RE VERY INCEPENTENT AVO THEY UNGERSTANDS! 00 YoU REALLY THIS CONVERSATION IV
HUe THEIR PERSOVAL SPACE. THIVK ['M BEING SELFISH, WHEN FRONT OF My DAUGHTER!

T'Ve OeVOTED MY WHOLE AVD.. AVQ | REFUSE TO

LiFE TO OTHERST! CUT YOUR HAIR SO You

CANLOOK GOOY FOR
THAT MAV!

7

GrAVOPAT
YOUR FATHER
s ALREADY KNOWS,
7 CLAUgIA

MOM, IF YoU GON'T SWAP ouT
OF IT, I'M TELLING OAD!







I'M JUST GOING TO RELEASE THESE MOTHS OFF THE
BRICGE. T WOU'T BE NEEDING THEM ANYMORE.

QOU'T BOTHER,
'L gusT 8¢ A
FEW MIUTES!

N
N\

i

o

h

LGS

WE'LL LET You
WNOW F You GET
A cusToMER!

WHAT'S HE
ooinG?
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: ‘ ARAIN SHOWER W/
> ABOUT TWO WEEUS.
i

YU THINC
WE'LL FIVALLY BE
GETTING SOME RAIN, %
Giuserre?

\ !

JUST NEEDS A LITTLE
BIT OF REST.

YOU'RE GOING TO
TELL AITA TO REST?
GOOG LUCK WITH THAT,

00 You HAVE mg THERE'S NO REASON
] I

ava'sgesurrs? |l ' 0 € ALARMED. SHE




GIUSEPPE, MY LOVE! HELLO, DOCTOR.
PERFECT TIMING! HELP ME FOLO
THESE SHEETS, WikL You?

WHEN SOMEONE FAINTS, WE AUTOMATICALLY

Suzz;?:f,es RUN A FEW TESTS. YOUR BLOOY PRESSURE
NOT REQUIRE i A LITTLE TOO LOW AN YOUR HEART RATE
EXERTION. S A LITTLE HIGH. THERE IS ALSO SOME

TENSION i THE CERVICAL REGIOW.

00CTOR, You GrAB
THESE TWO CORNERS.
GIUSEPPE, HOLD THIS
ONE, PLEASE.

1 WAS JUST A LITTLE STRESSED
AT THE THOUGHT OF LEAVING
CITY HALL, THAT'S ALL.

A}

WE'RE ALMOST GONE.
ONLY THREE SHEETS LEFT.

AT HoMe 1 00 THiS
WITH MY WiFE. NEVER

QONE IT WITH THREE
PEOPLE BEFORE.

AuA, TVE BROUGHT YouR TEST
RESULTS. EVERYTHING'S FIVE, BUT
YoU SHOULD AVOIQ PHYSICAL
EXERTION. LIKE THIS.

YoU MUSTW'T 00
ANY HEAVY LIFTING,



How 00 You ALWAYS GET THE COFFEE TO SMELL
50 GOOP? I'LL JUST TAE HALF A CUP, OTHERWISE
WON'T SLEEP A WINK TONIGHT.

.

You SMOKE
TWO CIGARETTES AVG y TO EACH THEIR.
T HAVE A HALF-CUP. owvLITTLE
SecRer.

EVeN THOUGH I wAS'
NEVER A BiG SLEEPER..




1 00T WANT TO

LOSE You, AVITA L 8E FINE, PEFPE.
IT WAS JUST A
FAINTING SPELL.

I 0ow'T MEAY
YOUR HEALTH, AUA.
T MEAW YOUR
BOOKSTORE GUY.

T Gou'T MiNg IF You see
HiM...(F YoU SEE EACH OTHER.
T'M AV OLO MAV ANG YOU'RE
STILL MY LITTLE SQUIRREL,
A BUNDLE OF ENERGY.

HE'S EVEN WELCOME TO COME OVER FOR OINVER. T HAVEN'T
SEEW HIM IV A WHILE. OOES HE STILL HAVE THAT MUSTACHE?

GIUSEPPE...
How LowG
HAVE You.?




1 SUPPOSE THAT'S WHY.
IT'S CALLED A FLING.
BECAUSE IT'S FUN
VO EXCITING.

0 SAY THAT ALL iV
AL, WE OION'T 00 50
BAD, 0I0 WE? WHAT T

MEAV (S THAT I'M GLAD
YoU WEPT [T FROM ME.

IS NOT ToO LATE,

MY OARLING, T NEVER
OO ANYTHING
THAT--

THERE'S SO
MUCH T WANTED
O TELL You.
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EXCUSE ME, SiR. AS THE Kig IS JUST TRYING TO

WHAT 90 YoU TAKE e FORT OF COURSE IT'S VALID! STUDENTS, WE'RE ENTITLED | FREELOAD, AVD LAST I CHECUED,
THIS TICKET (SW'T VALIO. AND T HAVE CLASS FIRST O A REQUCED FARE, .' THIS IS NONE OF YOUR BUSIWESS!
EITHER GO BLY A NEW OWE, THIG TOMORROW MORWING! WHICH MAY EXPLAI THE 4

OR GET OFF THE TRAIN.

TcavT e LATE. MISUNZERSTANDING.

T FORGOT IT AT HOME,
COME OW, OLO MAN, ACTUALLY.
SHOW ME YoUR TICKET.

filie




(VA CAR FULL
OF HAY BALEST

OAMN. GOOD POINT.
THIS WA BE A
LONG NIGHT...




LAND AS SOON AS T GRAVUATE, I'M TAKING THE FIRST
BOAT OUT OF HERE ANG VEVER COMING BACK.

IV THAT CASE, [ SUGGEST
LEARNING HOW TO SUMP A TRAIW,
PERSOVALLY, I WAS NEVER
VERY GOOY AT IT.

HA HAI 0OW'T TAKE
THIS THE WRONG
WAY, BUT iT i

VEQ MUCH!

iMPRO!
ARE YoU REALLY
STikL A STUZENT?

T'M TRYING TO PROVE THAT TIME
CAN GO BACUWARDS. S0 YoU BVOTED FORTY YEARS
OF YOUR LiFE T0 PROVNG.
THE iMPOSSTBLE?

(ERE’S ALWAYS A REASON
TO COME BACK, TRUST ME.
EVEW IF IT'S OWLY ONCE T'LL TRAVEL ALL AROUNG.
i THE WORLD. ['tL LIVE OFF
000 3085 AVO MEET
A TON OF GiRLs.

I'M GETTING MY DOCTORATE. IT'S TAEN ME
FORTY YEARS TO FINISH My OISSERTATION.

WELL You CERTAINY TOOK
YOUR TIME! WHAT'S Your
OisseRTATION ABOUT?

IT'S NOT IMPOSSIBLE,
WHICH IS PRECISELY
WHAT MY OISSER-
TATION ARGUES.
ALLRIGH
GRAVDPA, LET'S




- 7
THE UNIVERSE AS WE KNOW (T WAS THE ?

CONSEQUENCE OF AW, DUS EXALOSTOV
CALLED THE BIG BAG.

Al ol &=

4L FOR AVY SUCH
£, EVERYTHIVG TEWDS
LY DISORGAVIZED

PHEWOMENON T £

MO LAW OF PHYSTES PREVEVTS
FROM MOVING BACKWARLS.

(T IS SUBTECTED T ISt
z VG




AN (NN

JUST LIKE A SWARM OF MOTHS
FLING EVERY WHICH WAY WHEW

THEY RE RELEASED. WHE THEY DISPERSE, THEY COVTIVUE
TO ALY IV A PATTERW OF ENOLESS CHAOS.

O
= v
%,
S

TIME, MATTER, MOTHS.
EVERYTHIVG W THE UNIVERSE
DBEYS THE SAME PATTERM
FROM PERFECT OROER TO
ABSOLUTE DISORCER.

WHAT WOULD HAPVEW IF THERE WAS™
A FORCE CAPABLE OF RESTORING ORVER,
TUST FOR AV WSTAVT?




BUT THIS TIME, T COULD CHOOSE
OWEE ORVER WAS REESTABLISHEL,
TIME WOULD DISPERSE OUEE MORE.

EITHER DIRECTION: FORWARD.. OR BACKWARC,
OWARDS THE ORIGIV OF ALL. THIVGS.

N\

\
s
o \

H,
S B —
Ve o s

oy

S0 YOUR THEORY IS THAT
1F SUCH A FOREE COULD
MAKE TIME STAVD STiLl,
THEW ORVER COULD BE
RESTORED AVG WE COULD
TRAVEL BACK IV TIME?

e,

S
-

AN S0U CEVOTED FORTY YEARS
OF Y0UR LIFE TO THATY

THE JOUREY HOME S
ALWAYS THE LONGEST.

A
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- maov're S e ] [ CAV'T STAVD HIM
| M 3 He's zigicurous.
A Fe

) "
]
0 R

AT LEAST YoU WON'T
HAVE TO WORK UNCER
HiM FOR THE NEXT
FOUR YEARS.




B g
254w,
[

ER.. THRILLED TO
HAVE WoOW YoUR
TRUST AVO BECOME
YOUR NEW MAYOR.

— —— .
e == I'M THRILLED TO HAVE WOW
OUR SHIP IS SETTING SAil TOWARDS h\\/ THE ELECTION AND TO B€
S| vew HORIZOVS! WITH ME AT THE HELH, . THE NEW MAYOR.
= | T CAWOT SiWK!
= N
7

T WiLL BRING ABOUT GREAT CHANGE! A NEW ERA IS

MADAME UELLACASA IS LEAVING US AFTER MAVY
YEARS OF SERVICE. SHE WAS AN ENTHUSIASTIC
MAYOR WITH MAVY ORIGINAL IOEAS.

UPON US. BETTER THAW THE PREVIOUS ONE, OF COURSE.

L Wikl NOW GIVE HER THE FLOOR FOR
HER LAST SPEECH, AS TOOAY IS HER
ot LAST 0AY HERE WITH US.

e af
(an st
<7 //Q{

R i NOW TIME
IUE THE BIG BRIVGE, FOR MAAME
FOR IWSTANCE. SURE, IT'S ELLACASA

ALITTLE ASYMMETRICAL,

10 RETIRE.
BUT TS VERY PRETTY. :




(TR

A LONG TIME AGO, I ENVISIONED
A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR THIS LITTLE L
TOW FULL OF SEAGULLS.

WORKING ALONGSIOE
YOU ALL HAS BEEN
A TRUE HONOR.
THANK Y0UL




_ANG OON'T FORGET TO SIGN.
YOUR LETTER OF RESIGNATION
BEFORE YOU LEAVE.

i Al

VL - |

STARTING TOOAY, I AM THE \ OUT WITH THE OLD, ¥ WITH THE
HIGHEST RAVKING OFFICIAL. NEW, MADAME UELLACASA. THIS IS

THIS WEEDS TO BE MAVE \ MY OFFICE NOW, AFTER AL
VERY CLEAR TO EVERYONE.

WHAT ARE THESE
peOPLE VOINGT

THEY CAV'T JUST
THROW iT ALL OUT!

THIS FURNITURE UNDOUBTEDLY HAS SENTIMENTAL
VALUE FOR YOU ANG HOLDS MAVY MEMORIES,

WE ARE VERY MUCH AWARE OF THAT. 8UT

T WAVT T0 PROJECT AN IMAGE OF CHANGE!

You CAV BUY IT BACK FROM
THE TOWW, IF YOU WISH.




IS THIS THE CALL YoU WERE
EXPECTWG! 00 Yol WANT
0 8¢ ALOVE?




£
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Dear Ana,

T writing from the deck. The sea is calm again after a
two-day storm in the Drake Pascage. We cailore are always
nervous at the procpect of crossing that strefch of cea,
but foday we reached the station.

The sky is blve and the sailors are in good spivits. The cargo didn't
Bl cuffer any damage. To be honest, that was my main concern.

T was afraid of bringing bad lvck fo the crew on my lact voyage...

(You're probably smiling... The idea that a scientict such as myself

could be so superstitious always made you lavgh.)

Yec, you read that right: my lact voyage.
I told the captain I wouldnt be cetting cail anymore. Well Tell the crew when we get to port.

They're more cuperctitiove than I am and nearly as melancholy. I did, however, tell Margaux,
who didn't take it very well. All told, I will have spent nine years aboard the enecia.
I already miss this big red whale of a chip that chivers in the cold.




Captain Huskin wanted to work on the hull, co we dropped anchor off the
King George Islands. We all dicembarked onto terra firma to strefch our legs,
which did ve a world of good.

She told me that penguing are gregarious creatures and form huge noisy colonies. They usvally

After a few weeks of giving me the cold shoulder, Margavx finally started talking to me again.
mate for life. Penguine are probably the least solitary of all animale.

N

She alco added that when a penguin i spotted away from the group, it usvally means he lost,
because they don't like to go off on their own. She made cure to emphacize every word <o I would
get the meccage. She saye Tim a 60-year-old man-child who can't commit.

She's probably right, even though che always knew
~{ I could leave at anytime. I've never beew able to do
things differently.




Vi

Y4

/

T Ff N

Lim coming home, Ana.
Il respen the bookstore and
move into the old apartment

in the Steps neighborhood.

I'm almoct done with my
dissertation. I figure I ouly
have tuo yeare left on it. But

T need to finich it on colid
ground, even if it means turning
my living room. into a lab.

SR

There'c not much left |
o that kid who ran ot | | |
to travel the world.
The time may have come | |(
for me to put down my !
cuitcace and, after all
these years, become a |
penguin like everybody
else.

I can just picture you arriving
at the office every morning and
devoting yourself body and coul to
the job c0 as not to think about
that fateful day when there will
be no more Chesterfield covch
oF old phove ringing in the
middle of The night.

= 7

|

Y

N\ \H

O
:‘g the open window—
[ i V) any rate.

§| you serve your last term?

the smell of the cea

1

B coming in through

on really windy days,

know what you'll do after

I doubt you'll answer my
question. Even if you wanted
to, you wouldn’t, becavse
You dow't like thinking

about ‘afterwards.”




Il try to call you as soon as we make a stopover in a civilized port. Ac always, T'll call during your
last hour at the office. Don't worry about the time difference. I don't sleep much anymore anyway.

—

N [ N Ry S Y T [T

And I vice at dawn, my head full
of quantum. algorithms, memoriec,
and trivial thoughte.

I can cee big billowing storm cloude
gathering; time fo get back fo work.




Dear Zeno,

The votes hawve been connted and I have been veelected as mayor. T will thevefore be
spending four wove yeas in Hhis obfice.

This tevm being wy last one, T fully intend +o
take advamtage of each and every winute.
T should be ecstatic, but since it's been
varining nowstop, wy heawt isw't veally in it.

TH's a good thing theve's wo chivmey
in wy oPfice. Otheruise, T might be
Fewpted to bring a blanket and

a few cats.

When T was coampaigning,

T avdided announcing that, i
T were to win, it wowld be wy
last tevim. Markar said it would
have made we look like o Lraril
olA womanm.

But I think she was talking wove about
herself tham about wme. With every
passing day, T hawe wove stramds of
silver haiv. T'wt not £ooling anyone.

But in all houesty, I love the
grary haiivs! Tlook like a Briendly
witch. (Dow't make that face!
Tt goes without saying that
T would be o friendly witch)



The other candidate is a tall, pale mam who cvinkles his wose like a wavy vodent when he believes
[ ‘ he's vight. He has the obnoxious habit of punctuating his speeches with mavitime metaphors,
= always talking about helws, captains, ama sinking ships...

Metaphors that veminded me of you amd made it havd to concentvate. T would pictuve
your boat capsizing amd I would see you being swept away by a gigantic wave.

The torvential vain beating Adown
on the city is making it apathetic.

Giuseppe walks out into the couvtyavd,
looks up ot the clouds with pinched lips,
amd predicts wore days of vain.

“Be patient, litHe squirve,” he says.
“Spring is alwost heve.”

On the st day of wy campaign, we inaugurated the bridge. We walked acvoss it with the ewgineers
‘k and o Pew of the oldest vesidents of the Steps nelghborhood, to whowm we wanted to pay tibute.
| The vain had made the bridge slippery. Clukching their umbrellas, Hhe poor litHe sewiors walked
tewtatively, holding outo Hheir family mewbers’ ams fov dear life. T+ was an ubter Aisaster. §

T

T head o cheice buk +o grab Giuseppe’s ava, while he walked with the same confident gait
he's always had.



That wight, I stayed late at the office to go over paperwork. Then I put on o vaincoat
and T walked acvoss the bridge alone. Tt's a nice bridge. Simple amd Aiscreet.

T cow't watit for you to see it the next tme
you've tn town, even Fhough T know you'
viticize it You coaw't help it

T walked acvoss it very slowly, concentrating on each step amd ou the sound of the
vaindvops £alling on wy uwbrello,

When I got to the other
side, I stavted cvying like
awm idiot.

Four yeawvs!




Whatt will become of us tn Four yeavs, wy love?
we'll be vumming out of excuses soou.

A}

| No job for me; wo trawvels for you.
No public ebligations to fulfll.
No Aoctoval Aissevtation to fnish.

Just two stubborn focls with no wmore
excuses. Pevhaps il be Fme for us
o walk acvoss our own bridge.

TN stick avound at the office in case
you call. T'll put on Back’s Suites.
They've pevPect fov Hhis vainy weathev.

How long hans it beew since we listened
to Bach together?

Will you call we?
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YOU ALWAYS FEEL.
LIKE OAVCING WHEN
SPRING IS NEAR.

BuT I GeT THe
LAST OANCE...

TOOAY IT WAS ONE MEETING
AFTER ANOTHER. WITH ENGINEERS,
(WESTORS, CITY COUNCILMEN..

| 50 sAiLOR, wHAT'S = e THE CREW MEMBERS ARE
| Wew ov THE Vevecia? GREAT. SOME OF THEM ARE EVEN
WTERESTED I MY DISSERTATION.

THERE'S A BIOLOGIST,
MARGAUX, WHO [SW'T TOO
WEEN ON ME, THOUGH!




i

SHE'LL ENO UP FALLING MAOLY iV LOVE
WITH YOU, SUST LIKE ALL THE WOMEN
YOU'E MET..

T'M NOT! EVERYBOOY FALLS UNDER
YOUR SPELL AND WANTS TO HOLO
ONTO YoU, EVEN THOUGH YoU NEVER
STAY iV THE SAME PORT FOR LONG.

IT'S BEEW YEARS SIWCE YOU LEFT,
ANQ YET ALl THE NEIGHBORHOOD
PEOPLE STiLL REMEMBER YOU.

I MET THREE OF YOUR NEIGHBOR
LADIES, ONE OF WHOM CAW'T SPEAK.
00 YU Know WHO TI'M TALKING

HA HA! oou'T
EXAGGERATE!

EVERY PLACE HAS ITS
OWN MEMORIES.

YES, THEY'RE SISTERS.
THEY EACH LOST THEIR
HUSBANG QURING THE WAR
AND HAVE BEEW LIVING
TOGETHER EVER SWCE

BUT JULIA (SU'T
MUTE, SHE STMPLY
STOPPEQ TALKING.




HER HUSBAVZ WAS A BRILLIANT UOLIVIST.
TULIA HAD A BEAUTIFUL VOIEE AND WOULD
SIG ALOWG AS HE PLAYED, THEY WERE
GRAZY ABOUT EACH OTHER.

WHEW THE WAR BROKE OUT, ROBERTD, WHO NEVER
WOLLD HAVE HURT SO MUCH AS A LY, WAS DRAFTED..
- He Ciow'T EVEW Kow HOW TO HOLD A GUK.

—
Ag17 #3400
Uk <
0
| =
VG ]l
A - | NI
iAo\ e
=T

A Gos T THE FROVT, HE JoIED ;
N THE ARMY OREHESTitA. OWE OHY, THERE
: WAS AW AR RAIC PURING A EOMCERT.

.

T

THE WOOL, THE STRINGS, AVD EVEY
THE CELICATE BRIOGE WERE WIACT.

i ’4( ( ‘,/

(& (o]
L

. L

THEY FOUND HiM [V THE RUBBLE,
HUGGING HIS VIOLV TO HIS CHEST.

THEY BROUGHT IT 10 JULA W A
CARBOARE BOK, WITH AW ARHY
\ GECORATION,

60



WHEY SHE TRIE T0 ALAY [T i MEMORY OF ROBERTD,
THE VIDLIW HAG GOWE MUTE. IT IW'T LET OUT A SOUNE,

T

EVERY VIOLIW HAS A SMALL
R, KEFT
W PLACE BY TEWSTON.

7y I7'5 A KeY FHRT OF THE
Y 4 % IWSTRUMENTIT TRAVSMITS
~ (& THE STRINGS™ UBRATIONS.

AFTER ROBERTO OIEQ, JULIA'S
IT'S CALLEQ THE “SOUL OF THE VIOLIN.” SOUL ALSO CAME APART.
IT MUST'VE COME APART N THE BLOW.

SHE HASW'T SPOKEN A
WOR SINCE THAT OAY...

TVE BROUGHT You
G0ou, I'M SORRY.

No, OON'T 8€. THE STORY
OF JULIA AVQ ROBERTO
g OUESERVES T0 66 TOLO. I'M
GLAD YoU SHARED [T WiTH ME.
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YOU'VE BARELY BEEW ON BOARD TW
ANQ WE ALREADY HAVE ROUGH SEA
T HOPE THIS ISV'T A BAG OMEN!

THE WIGHT T MET OLEKA,
THE MOON WAS JUST AS FULL,
BUT THE WAVES WERE

z

IS OLewkA
Youg WiFe?

I'M WoT cut out
FOR MARRIAGE.

You MARRIED?




HeLp Me Move
VO LET'S |

4
W

1 HEAR THAT YoU COULD
BECOME CAPTAI IF YOU
WAVTED TO..

IT'LL OMLY LAST A FEW MINUTES,
UNTIL THE METAL PLATES RETRACT!

IS THE HuLL!
THE MOTOR STARTS TO
SHAKE WHEN WE ENTER
REALLY COLO WATERS!

CARGO TO ey
A You vourT ke THe
cov, 90 You, You

0L wHALE?

| ANQ THAT You SPENG YOUR
TiM & STARS

I Hoe iT's NoT
A BAG OMEN!




Iste

MUCH ABOUT ST

YOU UNOW WHY
ALWAYS CHANC




8080, THE MOOK CHAVGES BECAUSE
1 WEVER GIVE IT'S ATTRACTED TO EARTH.
AWAY A SECRET. Ir's CALLED ORBITNG.
IT'S BAC LUCK.

PLEASE OON'T TELL THE CAPTAIN.
He FORBATE M FROM AISSING.
IV THE WATER.

MOOW AVG EARTH WANT T0 86
TOGETHER? SO WHY THEY NOT MEET?

THEY FOLLOWED THEIR ANQ THE FORCES COMBINED,
O COURSE, EACH WITH A0 THE MOON STARTED
APOWER OF ATTRACTION ORBITING AROUND THE EARTH,
A LOWG TIME AGO, THE MOON AVD OVER THE OTHER. OVER AVD OVER AGAIN..
EARTH EACH FOLLOWED THEIR
OWN TRAJECTORIES.

OWE OAY THEY CROSSED PATHS ANG
WERE MUTUALLY ATTRACTEQ TO EACH
OTHER, BUT NEITHER MAVAGE® TO STOP.

S0 Moow AN IS ACTUALLY THEIR WAY OF
EARTH ALWAYS. BEiNG TOGETHER. IF THEY EVER

COLLIGED, THEY WOULD CAUSE

LivE APARTY
A LOT OF OAMAGE.

THEY NEVER

MANAGED TO

LATCH ONTO
EACH OTHER...

BUT THEIR PATHS
ARE FOREVER
HWKED.




S0 ME AVG OLEWKA,
WE'RE SORT OF LIKE THE
MOON ANG EARTH..
WE'RE IV ORBIT.

YOU'RE NOT THE
OWLY ONE, SERGE,
OON'T WoRaY!

MOTH BE FIEE, FLY WHERE WAWT TO.
BUT WHEW LIGHT, THEY FLY TO LIGHT.

LiKE MOTHI ALSO ALWAYS
TRYING TO GET IWLIGHT

8080, CAVYOU
REPEAT WHAT YOU
JusT sAig?

8080, YOU'RE
A Gewius!
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THESE FOLUS HAVE BETTER
COME OW, THINGS TO 00

MARGARITA, 8€

REASONABLE!

AVQ IT'S ALMOST
LUNCHTIME!

THE WOMAN O THE FOURTH
FLOOR WON'T COME DOwN. SHE'S OF COURSE, AS HAVE ALL THE BUILOWG'S
BEEN UP THERE ALl MORNING AND. OCcupANTS. T WENT TO THE OFFICE T0 GET
Wikl OMLY SPEAK TO THE MAYOR. [ THE FILE WE HAVE OW IT. OH, AVD You GOT
. ANOTHER ONE OF THOSE LETTERS
WITHOUT A RETURN AVORESS...

THAVKS MARTA, YOU CAN GO HOME. AE YoU SURE
IS SATUROAY, AVD BESIZES, YOU DOV'T NEED
IT'S YoUR ANWIVERSARY. ME AVYMORE?

vEs, I'M Five,
CON'T WoRRY. HAVE
A GREAT WEEEND!




THIS BUILOING IS IVSIZE THE PERIMETER

OF THE WESTERN CROSSBEAM. IF WE OON'T

TAE IT QOWN, WE'LL HAVE TO RETHINK
EVERYTHING, AVG THAT'LL TAKE MONTHS.

’C\{“ﬂ////gd

T'M TRULY SORRY,

THE BUILOIG
STRUCTURE ISW'T
SAFE, MA'AM. IT'S

DANGEROUS UP THERE.




Mzs.
MARGARITA?

‘ N

T ALWAYS GOT HOT,
AT YoUR AGE.

AE You coLOT BECAUSE
WITH THIS HOLE, WELL..

1<
1\\ o S\

00 You BELIEVE I LOVE

TOP-RLOOR APARTMENTS WERE CHEAPER ON ACCOUNT prtniipidnic;

OF THE STAIRS. BUT [ LOVED THE ViEw!

Ve BEEN CLIMBING
THOSE STAIRS EVERY OAY

Z 1]

FOR FIFTY YEARS!




MRS, MARGARITA, WHEN CONSTRUCTION (S FIVISHED,
THE NEIGHBORHOOU WON'T BE THE SAME AVYMORE,
MOST OF YOUR NEIGHBORS TOOW THE MONEY AND LEFT.

FELIX'S CHILOREN SAY WE SHOULD MOVE TO
GROUND-LEVEL HOME I THE SUBURBS, BUT
TVE ALWAYS LIVED [V THIS NEIGHBORHOOD.

‘»’l‘ﬂiﬁk‘

MRS, MARGARITA, I'M AFRAIC
YOU OON'T UNDERSTANG THE
SITUATION. THE BRIOGE WILL PASS
RIGHT UNGER YOUR HOUSE.

IT Wit 8€ HivEOUS.

AT MY AGE, LOOUS
OON'T MATTER.

IT MAGE ME SAQ AS WELL. BUT THE GREENHOUSE WAS it SUCH
A TERRIBLE STATE THAT IT HAD TO 88 UESTROYED EITHER WAY.

1 supPOSE WE ALL GET
OLO EVENTUALLY.

THEY'RE WOT MY KIS, SEE. T WAS
FELIX'S SECONG'S WIFE. I NEVER HAD

YES, A TEEWAGER.
CHILOREN MYSELF. WHAT ABouT You?

BUT SHE'S NOT ALWAYS
MY BIGGEST FAW.

COME Now, ] 8ET SHE
AGMIRES YoU VERY MUCH!

I BUT YoU ACCEPTED OUR OFFER.

BECAUSE FELIX WSISTED. BUT THEN [ REMEMBERED
THE BOTAVICAL GARDEN THAT WAS UEMOLISHED
LAST YEAR, AVQ [T MAVE ME SAD. T OON'T WANT

MY APARTMENT TO SUFFER THE SAME FATE.

THIS IS THE MOVEY YOU GAVE US
TOLEAVE OUR APARTMENT.

FELIX TOOK A BIT T0 GO 8UY
HIMSELF SOME SHOES, 8uT I put
(T BACK i THE EWVELOPE



THE POCTOR TOOK AICTURES OF MY HEART
ANG SHOWED THEM TO ME. A0 0U Kniow
THE HEART S OIIGED IWTD FOUR PARTST

POOR FELIX, HE'S VERY WORRIED \[
ABOUT MY HEALTH. o

IS STRANGE... | ALWAYS THOUGHT
OF THE HEART AS A LITTLE BOX iV
WHICH WE PUT EVERYTHING WE LOVE..

BUT IT'S REALLY FOUR
SEPARATE ORAWERS.

T THIVK THAT NOT ALL HEARTS YOU'RE PROBABLY RIGHT,
WORK THE SAME WAY. BUT I WAS TALKING ABOUT THE
APARTMENT. NOW THAT YoU Kow
ME A BIT BETTER, I WOLLD LIKE
TO HEAR YOUR OPNION.

y

ANOTHER
cup oF Tea?

Y




GOOU EVENING, SWEETHEART!
Sy T WAS'T EXPECTING TO SEE

= YOU HOME ON A SATURDAY

UnLike You,
T ACTUALLY
LIVE HERE.

90 You
TWO EAT?

AND SIWCE T ORAVK A GALLOW
OF TeA, 'L PROBABLY BE UP.
FOR Hougs!

WE HAQ AV OMELET
AND THEN OAG WENT
BACK O His PUZZLE.
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Dear Ana,

T be in town on Tuesday the 24%. The ship ic docking
for one night, which gives me the opportunity fo take
care of a few thinge relating to the apartment and
the bookstore. Can I see you?

Good lovd, T hawert seen you in eight years. T'w
afraid o graze your avm or even breathe i your
scent; for Pear of Lainting. T'll sette Por your

veice,..

T'll meet you at the old botamical garden at S Pu.
I¥s closed to the public because it’s being
Aewdlished. We'll be avle to velax theve.

Well, maybe you can. Me, Aoubtful.




YU SAI? You OioN'T
WANT O SEE ME.

SiNCE WHEN 00 You YOU'RE REALLY GOG
TAKE EVERYTHING T SAY
AT FACE VALUE?

O GESTROY THiS? AATY...

LET'S NOT START ON THAT!
IT MAKES ME SAQ TO0. BUT THE
FRAME OF THE GREENHOUSE IS
ALL RUSTEQ OUT. WE'RE LEFT
WITH KO ALTERWATIVE.

THE PEOPLE WHO BUILT IT FORGOT
THAT NOTHING CAN RESIST TIME.

NOT ANOTHER WORD!
T MAY BE BLINOFOLOED,
8uT I cAv See You
COMNG A MiLE AWAY!

I THIS PART OF THE WORLD,
EVERYTHING AGES FASTER.

BESIVES, THE SCENT OF THE FLOWERS IS
ENOUGH TO GUITE MY WAY. I USEQ TO COME
HERE EVERY WEEW WHEN [ WAS A Ki.,




You RAN OFF AVG
BROUE HER HEART.

THEIR SWEET,
FRUITY SCENT REMINDS
ME OF KIANG.

Ae You suRe?
T'LL HAVE O TAKE

T BET EACH OF THESE FLOWERS REMINGS YoU i SMeLL THESE
OF ONE OF YOUR FIANCEES. HYACIWTHS. MMHH.. SWEET,

14 )
Like zava, it

AW ax
Now You're JusT
BEING MEAY. 4 = [T\ TITT™] whiom vou MeT iw eeiruT.
¢ ¢ NOW SHE";
THE PROUC MOTHER 2
i
v

OF FIVE BOYS.




WHAT ABOUT SuBTLE AVO
THESE CHERRY ELICATE, JUST
8LOSSOMS? Lie VUi

VO THESE
cAMeLLIAST

You wewT out & g
WITH BOTH OF THEM (% >
AT THE SAME TIME?! )

[ BN

WHY Ziow'T You
EVER GET MARRIED, T ALMOST 01, ONcE.
2ewo? WITH CAZMINA.

SHE WAS THE OLOEST CHILD W A BIG FAMILY, AN HAQ TO TAKE

CARE OF HER BROTHERS AVO SISTERS. MARRYING HER WOULD CARIN WA A CARTBeeAl ey

EXUBERANT, IMPETUOUS...
ANQ JEALOUS.

HAVE BEEN THE BIGGEST FAVOR [ COULD 00 FOR HER.

1 86T SHE STiLL
HATES You T0

1 Hope WoT! IT WAS SUCH
ALONG TIME AGO!

81



YOU KNOW VERY WELL THAT LILES
AMAIERFIIG HEoFid L THAT CASE, SHELL
THEIR PERFUME AVD
DESCRIBE ME

YOU'RE BREAKING
ALL THE RULES.
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THE RIVERBED s caioniedise lensnce WE'LL OLY BE ABLE T0 ACCESS
S SAVDY.. B it s i THE COUSTRUCTION PLATFORM
o o Tode FROM THE HILL OW THE WEST.

L EC el gn (%—7“)7/

WE'LL HAVE TO Fivg

THE PERFECT SPOT. WHAT 90 YU THIVK, R
< MACAME AVA?
Y.
W

THAT'S THE STEPS
WEIGHBORHOO..

WE'LL HAVE TO OISPLACE l

.’% B

GOZENS OF RESIVENTS.. GET ME A PHONE RIGHT
AWAY. Iu A QUIET PLACE,
ANG DEMOLISH SEVERAL OON'T WORRY. T CAN OY
BUILOINGS... THINK OF ONE LANDLORD AMONG
THE WHOLE LOT WHO MIGHT
\ oPPOSE.
O\
DN N ‘ Ay



“GEAR ZENO, I'M SO EXCITED! TVE OMY JUST
BEEN REELECTED, AVD WE'IE ALREADY STARTED
CONSTRUCTION ON THE BRIOGE.."

“_WHICH WiLL UNITE BOTH SICES OF
THE TOWN FROM THE HILLS. T CAV'T STOP.
THIVKING ABOUT HOW THIS BRIOGE iS
ALSO A SYMBOL OF OUR RELATIONSHIP.."

“.YoU AVO T, WEIGHTLESS,
UNITE IV SUCH AN UNHKELY
WAY.

UNITE iW SUcH
AN UNLIKELY WAY" 7] WE'RE THE ONES WHO SHOULG
86 UNITED! You AV ME!
AV (4 AVERY LIKELY WAY!

WHO (S THIS
8iMgo??!

YOU HAVE WAy To0
MAVY SECRETS!

How cAw You
POSSIBLY EXPECT
ME TO TRUST You?

85



-BUT YoU TURN QOWN THE 308 AS CAPTAIW
THAT MY COUSTN FOUND FOR YOU ON A FISHING BOAT!
EVEW THOUGH WE SURE COULD USE THE MONEY!!

YU SAY YoU WAWT TO TAKE CARE OF ME

ANG MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS..

" . - -
NG WHAT'S YOUR EXCUSE? “S0RY, T TON' T WANT TO YOU JUST CAN'T COMMIT, THAT'S WHAT (T iS! AOMIT (!

B2 A CAPTAIN, I'M INCAPABLE OF STAYING THE COURSE|

SHE savs
SHE'S THE
MAYOR OF

, soreciry! f

THIS IS A. STRICTLY
PROFESSIONAL CALL.

YOU'RE JUST AV
ALLEY CAT LOOKING

AWA, YOU OION'T
PICK THE BEST
TIME TO CALL.

—

T
=l

|
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AVA, YoU SOUND 00 .. AS IF YOU'RE ABOUT
O GIVE ME SOME BAQ NEWS. ARE YoU
AT THE OFFICE? IT'S REALLY NOISY..

ANA, I QON'T UNCERSTAND...
YOU WANT TO BUY MY BOOKSTORE?
BUT IT'S BEEN CLOSED FOR YEARS!

PRECISELY! SINCE IT'S VACAVT,
(T FITS PERFECTLY WITH OUR
PLAN OF URBAN REVITALIZATION!

IT JUST SO HAPPENS THAT THE BOOKSTORE IS IWSIOE THE

PERIMETER OF THE SUPPORT STRUCTURES FOR THE NEW.
BRIOGE. [T WOULD B, HOW SHALL [ PUT IT.. “IMPACTED.”

UM, NO.. NO, IT'S NOT BAD NEWS! JUST THE OPPOSITE! K X
L. THAT (s, THE CITY'S URBAN PLANNING COMMITTEE =
WOULD LIKE T LY YoUR PROPERTIES.

GENTLEMEN, HAVE
You veciveo?

“REVITALZATION"? WHAT ARE You
TALKING ABOUT, AVA? DEMOLISHING
100-YeAR-OLO BLILOIGS TO REPLACE
THEM WITH UGLY NEW ONES?

MAAM, (TS
AV HONOR...
WHAT AV T
GET You?

YOU WANT T OEMOLISH
MY BOOUSTORE?! OUT
OF THE QUESTION!




AND HERE WE GO AGAINI! OON'T BE SELFISH, ZENO!
YOU WOULD CAUSE A LOT OF HARM TO A LOT OF
PEOPLE BY STUBBORNLY CLINGING TO THAT STORE!

SHOW YOURSELF!
COME OUT OF YoUR HITIG

PLACE AVO ACT Like
AN AGULT, FOR OVCE

SELFISH? ME? ALL T HAVE

IS ONE LITTLE BOOKSTORE.

o Youcouo euie Your Favey

BRIOGE AVYWHERE IV
THE ciTY!

Homiiesse L 0OW'T CARE ABOUT THE MOUEY!
I WANT TO KEEP MY PARENTS'

B0OUSTORE SO T CANV

6RO 0LO THERE

THE UNIVERSE QOESN'T REVOLVE AROUNG

YU, ZENO! YOU'RE WOT ALONE, YOU KNOW!

ANG EVERY RESIOENT AFFECTED WILL 86...
COMPENSATED.

HeY, WE ALL WANT THIS
8RI0GE! OTHERWISE
WE WOULON'T HAVE
RECLECTED
MAOAME AVA.

GrROW OLO?! IF You REALLY .
LOVEQ T, You WoULON'T You'o e
LEAVE [T HALF-ABANOONED HERE, TALING

ON THE OTHER SIVE cARe OF IT!
OF THE WORLD. y WE'E WoT
TALKING ABOUT
THE BOOKSTORE
ANYMORE, AZE WE?




WHAT'S GOING OW? AVA, WITHOUT A SOLIO YOU KNOW WHAT?! GET THE HELL OUT
FOUNDATION, THE BRIOGE OF HERE! TAKE YOUR THINGS, ANG
SOME GUY WANTS WiLL VEVER HOLOD. OON'T FORGET AL YUR STUPIZ
0 STOP CONSTRUCTION 3 FORMULAS THAT NOBODY
N THE 8RIVGE! UNgERSTAVOS!

WON'T CHAVGE
oUR MiNg.

Hovo ow A sec, put
THE ENGINEERS OW.

WHO EVER SAID BOTH SIOES HAD
0 8¢ ICENTICAL? THE BRIOGE
JUST HAS TO STAY STAVOING,
THAT'S ALLL 00 THE MATH AGAIW!

WHAT IF THE 8RICGE FEWER BUILDINGS WOULD
HAD AW ARCHT € MPACTED!

BUT THEN IT WOULD
82 ASYMMETRICAL!

OH! THEN WE COULD
00 WITHOUT THE
LATERAL SUPPORT.

8



It woruKs!

THE BRICGE IS SAVED! \/~ \ s\ N
b i ‘j I boous LiKe You caw | )
T ALWAYS SAIG WE i “ il 2] Horo ov o vour
SHOULD BUILD AN ARCH. © (] Ql i HALF-ABANOONED  [1/ =
A i BOOUSTORE...

ef

SO THAT'S WHERE.
You Were HIgWG.
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I STiLL OOW'T UNERSTANG
WHY I HAVE TO TRY OW ALL THESE
OUTFITS! WHY CAV'T I JUST WeAR

MY EVERYOAY CLOTHEST

QUIT MESSING AROUND,
| AVA, IT'S LATE.
THE BiMBO!

/ Loose Haig ov A
CAMPAIGH IS A NO-NO.
T00 SEXY.

YOU'RE NO LONGER THE YOUNG
MOM THAT PEOPLE ELECTED
THE FIRST TIME. YOU HAVE TO B€
STRATEGIC ABOUT THE IMAGE
ON YOUR CAMPAIGN POSTERS.

80 I HAVE TO
WEEP MY HAIR UP?

WHERE AM [ SUPPOSED
7

SO THAT'S WHERE ) GODDNESS GRACIOUS, O CHANGE

HE Hig IT71 PouR Me PLeA
COVER YOURSELF U, PLEASE!
A GLASS Too! T ALQEADY UNOW TOO
i MUCH ABOUT YoU.




A POUTICAL FIGURE HIOING BEHING A FLAG.
HA HA. WHAT A METAPHOR!

WE HAVE WO
cHolce, THE
RIVERBED IS
TOO SAVDY.

SIMPLE THINGS STAVD
THE TEST OF TIME BETTER...

THAT GoES.
wiTHouT
BUT YOUNE NEVER ELECTED, YoU SHOULD KEEP YoUR
LIKED SMPLE. PROMISE ANG BUILD THAT BRIVGE. SAYWG!

ANg You SHOULD
WORK WITH A TEAM
OF ENGINEERS FOR

ITRT
&
%6 THERE 5
TIMES WHEN IT OON'T MAKE ME
WHOM OE PLUS ONE voesVT! AUSWER THAT.

ALWAYS EQUALS TWO.
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THE BLACK SHIRT ISW'T RIGHT EITHER. OURE QIGHT, IT'S LATE.
TO0 OARU... AVO PROVOCATIVE. | i

1 MEANT THE 308
Ve BEEN THE MAYOR'S
ASSISTANT FOR THIRTY YEARS.
T'M GOWG To ENQ UP AV

[ Al f OLO MAIQ WHO LIVES
(\ ) ALONE AN (S ALk SKIV
T'M JUST TIRED. N N\

Vet

T WAWT TO TRAVEL, T WANT TO OANCE
THE NIGHT AWAY AN MAKE LOVE

g o A O A BEACH OF WHITE SAVD!

LOOKING LIKE ME IF You KeeP
SPENOING NIGHTS AT THE OFFICE,
QOING LORD KNOWS WHAT Avg
SLEEPING O THIS COUCH,

T WASW'T SURE
How TO TeLL You.

iy

. LET'S @uise A GLASS
WA;;%EM 0 YoUR RETIREMENT!
CONGRATS!
N
N (T
il AW ( A

WHE ARE You LEAVING? You
CAV'T SUST ABANOON ME OF cougse WoT! 8ur iF
BEFORE THE ELECTIONS.. You GET REELECTED, I'M NOT

CHANGING My M. MY PLAVE
LEAVES W THREE WEEWS.
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Deor cena) o e The elections ave coming up:
Sovvy fov wot wriking 5 = RS i

i a while,.. exhausted... our work Aays ave

50 lowg, they end up Hurning inko
all-wighters!

But T'w thvilled for her.
She shaved parts of hev
lite with me that T wever
even knew she had.

|
! Today, Ednan told
we she was vetiving.
I alveady wiss her
grimbling amd the
scent of her Aavk-
tebacce cigavettes.

9%



T'w vealizing that theve ave seveval Aiffevent
Anars n we, who come and go, waisily or auietly... Theve's Anay, public Sgure

Anat the Mayor. Anay, Giseppe’s

@ Q wite. Aner, Cloxndio's wiow,..

L
T'w suve Tl Find out some Aay. Tn the
meantime, T vy to make all of Hhew
get alowg.

They cvess paths, wave knowingly Fo each othey,
and sometimes avgue. Truth be told, T still dow't

One of the bold Anas grabbed
the camera out of wy hand.
She put on the tmer and took
his pose. T'w sending you the
photo along with & kiss. T hope
you like it

96



CHAPTER




OH 80Y... I'M REALLY
NOT GOOU AT THS..

ZEND, OON'T TELL ME
YoU GOT LOST AGAIN!

Is THe BABY
coMivG?!

YOU'VE BEEN AILOTING THIS FERRY FOR A YEAR NOW!
You SHOULD UNOW THIS ROUTE 8Y HEART!

=

IT WAS SUCH A SIMPLE PLAY..
“AGNES TELLS ME WHEN SHE
GOES INTO LABOR, I CALL ZEWO,
ANO HE GETS US TO THE HOSAITAL
W THIRTY MIVUTES " GON'T
TELL ME YOU'RE LOST!

HHH... HHH... NO, NOT YET.
IS JUST A CONTRACTION..
HHH... HHH..

ER.. NOT ENTIRELY.

TVE HA A FEW BAD EXPERIENCES. T BRING

REALLY? WHY i
THAT?
BAT LUCK TO PARENTS-T0-BE.

SORRY, BUT THESE FIORDS ALl LOOK
AUKE... ARE YOU ALL RIGHT, AGNEST

I'M HAVGING [N THERE... HHH.
HHH... S0 YoU WEREN'T KIOTNG:
PREGNANT WOMEN REALLY
00 MAKE YoU NERVOUS.

IF YOU CAV'T REAQ A MAP, THEN LOOK AT
THE STARS. YoU UNOW EVERYTHING THERE IS
TO KNOW ABOUT STARS!

I THE OLO OAYS, SAILORS USEQ THE
STARS TO NAVIGATE, OION'T THEY?

LET'S GO UpP N VECK.

HHH... HHH.. CUT IT 0UT, 260, JUST GET
US TO THE HOSPITAL AN EVERYTHING
WiLL 8€ FIVE.

Wow! IT's 6een AGES
sivce ['Ve SEeN AVYTHING
THIS BEAUTIFUL!
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Hige Avg SEEu.
WITH JUST A FLASHLIGHT.

A, OADDY... ARE You
SLEEPNGT CAN WE PLAY HIZE
ANG SEEW iV THE DARKY

WHO'S HigiG?
You?

MOMMY'S AT THE OFFICE. SHE WORKS
LATE SOMETIMES. REALLY LATE, EVEW.

No! I'M RIGHT HERE.
WE HAVE TO Fivg

Ko, I THIVK MOMMY'S
HIOING. WE HAVE TO
FiNG HER, OTHERWISE
SHE MIGHT GET LOST.

ALL RIGHT. LET'S LOOK ALL OVER,
AVD IF WE OON'T FING HER,
WE'LL GO BACK TO BEV.

SHE MIGHT 86
HIgiNG OUTSICE.

IS REALLY COLO OUTSIZE.
WE'D BETTER STAY WSIVE. BESIVES,
IF SHE REALLY S HIOIG OUTSIVE, THEN
SHE MUST HAVE A GOOU REASO.

9



SHE HIg [T THERE BECAUSE

IS JUST LE VALENTIVA, HEC MO HATREACE.

A GIRL IV My CLASS. SHE HIO A
MOUSE iW A SHOEBOX W HER
GAOOY'S WORKSHOP.

VALENTINA SWEAKS OUT
AT WIGHT TO FEED

ANG WHAT QOES
SHE FEED HIMT

OF Cougse He 0oes!
WHO WoLILQ TURW QoW
A BOWL OF SPAGHETTI
W THE MIOOLE OF THE
NIGHT? COMPONZO
IS QIGHT!

I THiVK
COMPONZO LIKES
SPAGHETTI.

WHAT ABouT You?
You HuNGRY?




THE GASES ANG OUST THAT
YoU SEE BURNING SO POETICALLY
ARE EIECTED 8Y THE SUN
BEFORE REACHING EARTH IV
THE FORM OF SOLAR WINDS.

IT'S LIKE A GIFT
FROM THE GOUS!

UNgER OIFFERENT
CIRCUMSTANCES, THOSE
WINGS COULD DESTROY

THE ATMOSPHERE.

THIS AURORA BOREALIS
IS ACTUALLY A LITTLE
cosmic oispuTe.

BUT SINCE THE MAGNETISM OF
THE NORTH POLE ATTRACTS THEM,
THEY STAY STUCK UP THERE.

THE NORTH PoLE?

R

EARTH IS ONE HUGE MAGNET MAVE UP
OF TWO POWERFUL MAGNETIC POLES,
THE NORTH ANG THE SOUTH.

IV FACT, I THIWK T wAuT
O MARRY iT!

WHEN SOLAR GASES ACCUMULATE AROUNG.
ONE OF THE POLES, THEY ENG UP BURNING
AND MAWING THOSE WALLS OF COLOR.

THE NORTH POLE NOT OMLY GUIES
ANG PROTECTS Us, BUT [T ALSO PUTS OV
A BEAUTIFUL SHOW. I THIWK I Like

THIS NORTH POLE.
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HHH.. HHH..
IV A MivuTe!




Hewe You ol WHAT ABOUT YoU,
CAREFUL, IT'S HOT. OAOY? ARE You
AFRAIQ OF Mice?

50 cAN T GET ONE THEN!
T'el TAKE CARE OF IT ALl
&Y MYSELFI [ PROMISE!

FOR AL WE WKNOW, MOMMY S HIOING A MOUSE
SOMEWHERE TOO! THAT'S WHY SHE ALWAYS
COMES HOME LATE.

HA HA HA!
WHO KNOWS? You
MIGHT 8€ RIGHT.




WE'RE LOOKING FOR MiCE,
CLAUGIA WANTS OVE.

10 You Fivg ove?

WHAT ARE You TWO
DOING UP 50 LATE?
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Stor!!
Oo'T TolcH
THE ARCAVES!

I'M REALLY SORRY,

WE CAV'T 8UiLD
AWYTHING HERE.

WHAT IF WE REWFORCE THE
PILLARS WITH CONCRETE?

IF THE ENTIRE BAVK IS Like
THIS, THEN (TS A LOST CAUSE.

\

NO WONGER NOBODY HAS
EVER BUILT A BRIOGE HERE.

ANA, BUT THE GROUND
[SW'T SOLIO ENOUGH.

e
b PoiTLESS. THE WATER WOULD
(| EVENTUALLY SWEEP IT ALL AWAY.

AT

8UT I THOUGHT we
wh i We'Re THE PiER
ANQ THE SHIPYARD, BUT WE'RE
NOT TOUCHING THE ARCAVES!

z
THE OLO QUAY.

00 I REALLY HAVE T0 00 WHAT'S HER PROBLEM!

EVERYTHING MYSELFT

BUT THIS iS THE EXACT SPOT
WHERE WE'RE SUPPOSED TO PUT
THE BRICGE'S FOUNDATIONS!

THIS TOWN NEEDS A BRIVGE
ANO T WiLL GET Ol
EVEN iF IT MEAWS STARTING
FROM SCRATCH ANG
REORAWING THE BLUEPRINTS.

EITHER WAY,
WE ARE NOT
GIVING UP!

I'M AFRAIC WE'RE GOING.
TO HAVE T0 GIVE UP..
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GO HOME, AVA. WE CAN PICK
THIS UP AGAIN TOMORROW.

L
v o R

I THINK You Neeg =
T SOMETHING ELSE. -

AE You SURE T CAN'T

BRING Y0U A DIFFERENT THIS ONE WiLL 8€ ORY 8Y THE TIME
suiRT?

T HEAQ HOME. THAVKS, EOWA.
SEE YoU TOMORROW.

EVENING, MA'AM. WILL
YOU ACCEPT A CALL FROM THE
ISLAND OF..7 ACTUALLY, T HAVE
N0 VA WHAT IT'S CALLED..




I'M STARTING 0 GET USED TO

GOOO, BECAUSE YOU'RE HuM.. You're
YOU SHOULO BE CALLING PROBABLY RIGHT.
¥ Ol T CAW TELL MY (
THE s oue L a 1oLl FOR HELP, INSTEAD. .

LATEST MISAOVENTURE TO:
I'M LOST iV THE MIOOLE OF
NOWHERE WITH NARY A

OROP OF FUEL LEFT... BUT SINCE THEY WON'T GET HERE
TiLk MORWING, EITHER WAY I'M STUCK
SPENOING THE NIGHT ON THIS BEACH.

v THAT cASE,
MAKE ROOM

HA HA HA, OF COURSE [T iS! You SPEND ALL
YOUR TIME ORVERING PEOPLE AROUNG
ANQ COVERING THE CITY IV CONCRETE.

TOTAL BALONEY! T ALSO
HAVE SOME SOFT SIES.
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MY NOSE, FOR EXAMPLE.
IT's POINTY, GRANTED,
BUT IT'S ALSO VERY
SOFT. TOUCH IT.

YOUR EYES ARE
THE SOFTEST PART
OF YoUR FACE.

PROBABLY BECAUSE
I LOOK AT THE
HORIZON SO MUCH.

AVO YET YOU'RE
YOU MUST HAVE CALLOUSED IT TOOK THEM A
HANOS AFTER SAILING ALL WHE Do e YOUR EARS. A GREAT LISTENER.
THESE YEARS... SHOW ME. To THE SEA. OH PLEASE,
NOT MY EARS!

B T HATE THEM,

10



MIWE, OV THE OTHER HAD, NEED TO
€ FIRMLY ROOTED N THE GROUNG.
THE FIRST NIGHT [ EVER SPENT OU
A BOAT, T WAS 50 WERVOUS,
1 OION'T SLEEP A WiklK.

I THAT CASE, TELL ME A
SECRET: WHY 0I0 You LEAVE?

T 90N Wow. T THINK
MY FEET NEED TO ALY \
ACROSS THE EARTH, T WAS CRAVING

SOME COMPANY.

TRAVELING ALOVET UH-HUH... IT WAS ALSO MY FIRST

NIGHT WITH A MAW.

PERFECT, CLUMSY. IT WAS W

THE DARK. TOUCHING BLINOLY.

T HAQ GUARDS CHASING ME,
ANQ SHE HIO ME iV HER ROOM..

A

NoT AT ALL. T HAD
JUST MET HiM, BUT HE
WAS VERY GENTLE,

AFTERWARUS, SHE FELL
ASLEeP AVg [ SPENT THE
A NIGHT LOOING OUT
THE PORTHOLE.

You ANg YOUR STARS. How's THE seA TooaY?
YOU ANG YOUR SEA.



THE BRI0GE MUST
THE EARTH! BE GROUNGED AND
ALY ALL AT ONCE!

= Il MoRNING! I'M GLAD TO SEE
” I I OUR GOOY MOOD IS BACK.

EOUA, WE WEEQ TO BUILY AV ELEVATED S

BRIGE! STARTING FROM THE VErY HeART || | I

OF THE CITY. IT WiLL REQUIRE A LOT
OF WORW, BUT WE'LL MAVAGE.
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A MESSUN CORMA! NESSUN PORMA!
e U AURE, O PRIEIFESSA* 2 BOYGUARDST PFFF... ARE You
WIS SURE THIS IS A GOOD i0eA?
QUIT SINGING OR WE'LL GET \ FOR ALL WE UNOW, SHE WON'T
CAUGHT! TAKE THIS LAGVER UP EVEN WAVT TO SEE YoU,
O THE BALCOWY. I'bL WAIT FOR
You ON THE OTHER SIE M
OF THE CAVAL. ) -
IMPOSSIBLE! SHE'S.
\ ALWAYS SENDING ME
BEAUTIFUL BLAVK
LETTERS, WITHOUT
AWORO SO THAT
NOBODY CAN TRACE
THEM BACK TO HER.

No, Sf»w Nws/ jov-—d
THE LA IF HER
w uArzas coMe
AFTER ME.

YOU SHOULD CALL HER!
You MELANCHOLY TYPES,
YOU ALWAYS THINK
HAPPWESS (SU'T
FOR YoU

WHAT ABOUT You
AND THAT MAYOR
WOMAW You REFUSE
TO TALK ABOUT?

YEAH, YEAH, YEAH...
COME OW, HURRY! Avg
OON'T START SIWGING!

T HAVEN'T HEARD FROM
Hew sivce I LerT
TOWW YEARS AGO.

T THIVK SHE HAS
A DAUGHTER NOW.

00T WORRY!

NOBOGY WiLL EVEN
NOTICE WE'RE HERE!

No NEED TO @UN!

“EXCERPT FROM THE OPERA TUANIZOT 8 PUCCIN,




WHO KNOWS,

T MIGHT PROVE
USEFUL ONE OAY.
WAIT FOR ME HERE,
T Wou'T € LONG,

LOOK AT THAT eri0GE:
IT HAS AN ARCH OVER IT,
MAUING THE LATERAL
SUPPORT FILLARS
UNWECESSARY. GEWIUS,
RIGHT? You sHouLo
TAKE NOTES..

T STUDY QUAVTUM PHYSICS,
NOT ENGINEERING.

MA L MO MISTERD £ CHIUSD W ME

1L MOME MIO KESSUN SAPZA Mo, Mo,
D SuLa 1A 80204, 10 OIRS PUAWD
LA LUCE SPLENTER 3

T EOILMIDBACID SE
i st cHE




AH, [T WAS A MOMENT OF
PURE BLISS... AS IF THE WORLD
HAD STOPPEQ TURNING!

B AH, MY JULIET! EVERY YEAR,
T'M REALLY HAPPY FOR YoU, BUT THE GUARDS HER HUSBAVD
THE WORLD IS TURNING AGAIN, HIRES ARE FASTER MO WHAT 00 YoU MEAW,
FASTER THAW EVER! FASTER, HEE HEE! EVERY YeAR"? How LONG
HAS THiS LITTLE CiReus
866 GOING OWf

OH, WE MET WHEN WE WERE KD, BUT SINCE
HER PARENTS WERE FILTHY RICH, THEY FORCED
HER TO MARRY A MAW OF GOOU STANOING..

WHO, BY THE LOOKS OF (T, SPENOS
ALL HIS MONEY ON GUARDS FOR HiS
WIFE. THOSE THUGS WiLk ENO UP.
POUNGING YU TO AIECES ONE OAY!




YoU MUSTV'T BE AFRAID TO LOVE, SOW.
A HEART THAT QOESW'T LOVE i LIKE
LIGHT THAT 00ESH'T TRAVEL.

craP! Here 'Ll HAVOLE TI GO IT'S A SECRET PASSAGEWAY THAT LEADS
THEY CoMe! THROUGH THERE!

O THE CHUREH'S CRYPT. IF Yol FOLLOW.
THE TUNVEL, YOU WON'T GET LOST.

SEE YoU 0N THE OTHER
SI0E, MY FRIEND.

AN TOMORROW, YoU'LL
TELL ME ABOUT YOUR MAYOR!




4
OILEGUA, OH NOTTE!
4 TRAMOVTATE, STELLE!

A romovnre, sreuel YL
: AR Ukoe] | g
= Vicere 4

M (F T TAKE AV APPLET
M coricHr AHeAD.
IT'S A PAY PHONE THAT
TAKES COINS. NOBOOY'S
USED [T v YEARS. I'M NOT

— Hewo?
— AuA?
- 2ewo?
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Sunday,
Election Dary.

Zeno,

(T'w & litHe ashamed to be writing these words...
T guess T veally caw't keep anything from you.
Ome Aay, maybe T’ understand why your weve
presence turns wy life upside down.)

This wovning, T was supposed to act like a good candidate. Eat o
light meal, attend o few meetings, analyze the survey wumbers,
then go home and waiit to hear the vesults.

But instead, I uivbled ow a few chocolatre cockies ama
stubed some clothes in o suitcase. After going alone
o the polling booth (T Aidw't vote for mysel®)), T went
o the train station and bought o Fcket for the fvst
tral t+ of Hheve.




= / /
T figured that if T gave up being mayor and vam away, maybe
you would go with we, and... well, T dow't know what got into we!
T wars sitHing on the platPor, fveezing to death...

But the train wars lare and lirHe Clawdia wouldw't stop sauiviming,
as i€ she weve protesting against the cookies and the cold... and
the Pact that T was albout to deprive hev of hev father.

Al R ¥
My poor dear Giuseppe... Had T done such a Hhing, he would have forgiven

we, T know he would have. He always understands wme, and is much wove
Porgiving of me Hhom T ow of wayself...

As T waited £or the train, it
stavted to smow. T vemembered
the tragic ending of Auna
Kawenina and how Tolstoy died
sitting on a bewch at o train
staHion...

And then T stavked crying like
an idick. The train fnally avvived.
T watched i leave again, amd

then T went howe.




Will we be able to become
“Briends”?

Now that T've Pound you again,
T would 50 love to make a little
bit of space for you n my life.

A place flled with seagulls,
with & view of the sea.

Tell we, would you like +hat?

PS. Your bookstove is closed, and theve’s
o wote on the Acov. TN slip Hhis letter in
the mailbox and hope it veaches you.

Sunday wight, Election Day.
\{
Dear Ana,




Sy =
I closed up the booketore.
L'm leaving this town.
And leaving you alone. >
b,
o8
WM/ 0

N

The books can take care of one another. The hovses
will continue to hold each other vp. And you will be
much happier without me.

This morning, I wanted to be angry with you, but I wacn't able to. I wanted to vote againct you,
!\ but I couldn't. We were all there, ctanding in line, with your name on a ballot, the ballot inside
IN an envelope, the envelope inside our coat pockets, right next to our hearte.

““Iu T

m Py

After I voted, I had planned to 9o back to the bookstore, but I covldu't. I went
home, I packed o few things in a cuitcace (mainly the notes for my discertation),
and T took the first train out of there.

= ~ T ==




At first, I didn't want you to be elected. I thought
maybe that if you didn’t become mayor, we could become
you and me. But now, I realize that you will never leave
and fhat T wil never ctay.

You and I, we will never be “only” you and me. Never

“completely” you and me. And never “not” you and me.
Alwaye “never.”

I hope with all my heart that you
win the election (Ibmwyau will)
and that you'll be a good mayor
(the begt this city of ceagulls
has ever had).

I cincerely wich you a wonderful
Family ife. (Giuseppe ic everything
T will never be. You will be happy
with him.)
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ALTHOUGH, GIVEW THE SUOW
AN YOUR CONDITION, YoU
COULY HAVE BROKEN
WITH TRADITION.

CAREFUL YoU OON'T SLIP OJ 00 You KNOW WHY THIS
AL THESE STAIRS, AVA! NEIGHBORHOOD WAS WICKNAMED
THE STEPS? Al ARCHOUKE WHO ONCE
VISITEQ THE CITY REFUSED TO GET
OUT OF HIS CARRIAGE ANG WAL
THROUGH TOWN BECAUSE OF ALL
THE THOUSANDS OF STEPS.

SO THE PEOPLE WHO LIVED
HERE STARTED CALLING THE
NEIGHBORHOOD THE STEPS AS
A JOUE. EVER SNCE THEW, IT'S
BEEN A TRADITION FOR
ALL MAYORAL CANGIOATES TO
ViSIT THIS NEIGHBORHOOD.
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GO0V HEAVENS, AVA!
00 You FAINT AGAIW?

No, WO, I'M FivE. THE
SVOW CUSHIONED
THE FALL.

I

ANG WHEN YOU'RE ELECTED,
YOU CAV HAVE THESE OARW
SIOEWALUS REPAVED!




Mo, POUT wory. I FROMISE.
. . MOT TO COME HOME TOO LATE,
GIUSERPE, HRLING, I WEED TO BUT TN T WAL P R M,
MIGHTY MIGHT!

WORK LATE TOVIGHT. TVE GOT
A BUNEH OF PAPERWORK TO FIVISH.
1F [ GET HUNGRY, ek JUST GRAB.

A BITE AROUND HERE.

S0 WICE TO SEE You, MA'AM.
ALLOW ME TO TAKE YOUR COAT.

| [mAukYou,Aususrz.

THE RESTAURANT (S ALMOST EMPTY,
OUNT OF THE SWOW.
THERE'S ONLY ONE OTHER CUSTOMER.
He LOOKS A UITTLE

00 YoU KNOW EACH OTHER?
WOULD You LIKE THE SAME TABLE!

TONIGHT WE HAVE AW APPETIZER
THAT'S BOTH LIGHT AVO DELICATE: SEA
SCALLOPS WITH ASPARAGUS CREAM,

IV THAT CASE, ['LL SEAT
YoU AT YOUR USUAL TABLE.




MY CONDOLENCES REGARDING YOUR
FATHER. I'M SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS.

OF COURSE, OUMMY!
How couLo I eVer FORGET?

BUT I'M A PUBLIC FIGURE NOW.
IF [ WERE SEEN HAVING DINNER
ALONE WITH A MAW, IT WOULD
CREATE A SCAVOAL.

OH, YES, THANKS. IT WASK'T
A SERIOUS FALL. THE 0OCTOR
SAYS THERE'S NOTHING
TO WORRY ABOUT.

I'M POSITIVE IT'S A GiRL.

v FACT, T'VE BEEN CALLING HER
CLAUDIA, GIUSEFPE THINKS IT'S
A BAD IVEA, BECAUSE “IUST
FOR ONCE,” I COULD 8E WRONG.

129

MY FATHER HAD BEEW L FOR
AWHILE... [ SHOULD HAVE COME
BACI SOONER, BUT AS YU CAV

SEE, [ ALWAYS ARRIVE TOO LATE.

h N
) 7

M Ty

Istue sagy [l |
ALLRIGHT?

S ‘ ‘ =

OO You ENIOY IT7 OUR SPECIAL
TONIGHT IS 80LO ANQ IWTENSE:
SWORDFISH RAVIOL.

Hewe is Youg UNIFE...




TE WEVER TOLO GIUSERPPE ABOUT YoU, EVEN
THOUGH HE WNOWS HE WAS'T THE FIRST...

. =

T wRoTe You, You g/
KNOW.. QOZENS
OF LETTERS, I
= o

130

S0 010 L. WHERE 0I0 You SENG THEM?
e O T
NOWHERE, SWCE T OIoN'T KNOW

WHERE YOU WERE. T KEPT THEM ALL,
LIKE AW IGIOT, JUST il CASE ONE OAY..

ANG YET YOU SWORE YoU WOULD NEVER

COME BACK! ANG HERE YoU ARE RUNWING  [%

FOR CITY HALL, W0 LESS!
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1 00W'T WANT
0 6O, I HATE
FUNERALS.

Your

OF COURSE You WANT T0 GO.
OAVTE WAS YOUR FRIEND. NOW GET

BUTT OUT OF THAT HORRIBLE
ARMCHAIR, WE'RE LATE.

MY OEAR AVA, X HAS TOLO ME SO MUCH ABOUT YoU

TWO DIPLOMAS, A SEAT AS MEM;

(BER OF PARLIAMENT

THIS GiRL IS A RARE FiNg!

SHE'S OESTINED TO
ACHIEVE GREAT THINGS!

XAVIER USEQ TO SPEND LONG NIGHTS AT THE OFFICE T0O.

BUT OVER TIME, HE GREW LAZY.

TO BEQ WITH THE CHICKES.

SOYOUNG AND ALREADY
SO BRILLIANT! WHAT'S
Youg SECReT 7

NOWAAYS, HE GOES

Lazy, M7l

ANQ 0N THE WIGHTS HE STAYEQ

LATE AT WORK, IT WAS WITH
A QIFFERENT KiNG OF CHICK..

AVA, WHEN YOU TAKE OVER THIS OFFICE, YOU'LL HAVE TO FiNG YOURSELF
A NEW SOFA, BECAUSE 1 NTEND TO TAKE THESE CHAIRS WITH ME.
['VE GROWN ATTACHEQ TO THEM OVER THE YEARS.

T HAVE T0 8¢ ELECTED 1 \ X

FIRST, M. XAVIER.
You WiLk, NO QUESTION

ABOUT [T/ YOU Wikl 82 THE MAYOR OF
THIS CITY FOR AS LONG AS YOU WAVT.

I'M WOT VERY GO0 AT
GETTING SLEEF, EITHER.

THAT'S WOT TRUE! |

OF COURSE [T IS! WHAT WAS THE NAME OF THAT
CHICK WHO OWNED THE BAZ ANG GRILLY

T HAVE WO i0EA
WHAT You'ze
TALKING ABOUT.




6000 600, VAVTE... I NEVER
THOUGHT YoU WOULD GO

TOWIGHT, YOU'LL HAVE A DRINK
FROM THAT BOTTLE YoU HIZE
W YOUR OFFICE, LIKE You 0i0

SO OFTEN WITH DANTE.

\
WHERE ARE WE GOINGT

THE CEREMONY'S ON THE HiLL.
IT'S WHAT DAVTE WANTED.

LOOK, EVEN THE SEAGULLS SEEM
O B PAYWG TRIBUTE TO HIM.

OARLING, T GON'T KNOW HOW You
SURVED i POLITICS THIS LONG.
NO ICEA WHAT You'Re YOU'RE A TERRIBLE LIAR.
TALKING ABOUT...

WILL YU 8 GIVING
THE EULOGY?

No. His sou is 0oinG
THE HONORS, AS IT
SHOULD B¢,

1 ioN'T UnoW.
HE HAD A SOW.

He 0oBsw'T LIVE Here.
CAME BACK FROM LORD KNOWS
WHERE. HE WAS GOOO AT MATH,

SO HE LEFT FOR UNIVERSITY..

BUT HE BOARTEQ A BOAT
ANG WEVER MACE (T TO
COLLEGE. HE'S ONE HECK

OF A CHARACTER, THAT ONE!




IO THE ceremony
START YET?

8€ o TIME?

- WHO BETTER THAN MY FATHER TO CELEBRATE HIS OWN
o WAY
B e it AL /J FUNERAL? HE WOULD HAVE MADE US LAUGH. HE WOULG
e e e HAVE MACE US CRY. HE WOULD HAVE MAUE US UEEP
o ik, OUR PROMISES AN SING SAILOR SONGS.

AVA, ARE YU ALL RIGHT?
YoU LOOK 0.

ST W 5

T'LL REAQ YoU THE LAST
LETTER HE SENT ME. ['M SURE
HE WOULOW'T MING... IE NEVER
BEEN VERY GOOU AT SAYING

MY AR SOU, I Wikl SOV 66
LEAVIG THIS SIE OF THE SHORE.
BUT PLEASE OOW'T 86 SAC FOR ME."




MY FRIEND THE COETOR TELLS ME THAT [ HAVE

A THORACIE AORTIE AMEURYSM. POETORS LOVE
COMPLICATED WORDS. THE FACT s, TM Y6 T0 SEE

YOUR MOTHER AGAIV. 5D M GOWG T0 GO BE WITH He

K STEFS WD POETIE
s ORE, WITH ALL TS HUNOREDS
oF Books T»Mm(ml U WAV T TicAVEL wHE
SOUWERE JUST A LITTLE TOT

(OTHER AV [ WiLL BE STTTIVG U
" WE'LL TAKE A BLAVKET THOUGH,
BECAUSE IT GETS A BIT &

No, OT HiM,
NOT NOW.

HAPPY TrAILS,
MY SN,
.




e

@
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May 29. Letter 423.
My deaw Zewo,

T woke up swiling Hhis woving.
TIsw't that wonderful?

Last wight, Giuseppe proposed to
we and T decided to say yes.

For o womawm such ais wmysel§,

Giuseppe is the perfect man,
ama then some.

When I fivst met him, he was tn his last

yeav of university. T cawm still see him,
stamding at the top of the staiivs, with
such a friendly face. I thought to
wyself that he was too tall amd tHhat his
haivstyle made him look like o choir boy.
Now I like the £act that he's so tall...




T was speechless yestevday.
Tjust stood theve with a huge
Aumbstvuck swile on wy lips.

Right thew, it was your face
that came to mind. T8 T had
said “yes” to hiwm ov kissed him
vight then amd theve, T would
have felt like T was cheating
on Wim,

And T would never wawnt to
cheat o Giuseppe.

You wust Hhink T'wi awm idict. How conld T hawve believed you weve the love of my life when
we only ever speut one wight togethey, yeavs age?

T looked for you, T waited Por you, and I wepk... Until the day T finally +old wysel® Hhat
T would never see you again. T wawnt +o love a man who will stay by wy side.

T wowmt to stavt o fawmily, live o wice, ovgamized libe, and grow old without Foo wmamny worvies.

And s0 T decided that this letter would be the last one.

Frowm wow ow, you will be nothing wove tham o pleasant mewory
Hhat T will keep tucked away in a corner of my wmind and
that will resurface ou wights T cam't sleep.
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Homestly, T'w abraid +o even Hhink what wight happen i you
weve to show up in my life again. T think you would tuww it
upside dowm.

Whevever you ave, stay theve, please.

Favewel,

| Wednesday, comewhere on the Adriatic Sea.
Dear Ana,
It'e Zeno. I hope you remember me.

1o



I've been writing letterc and throwing
them into the sea for yearc in the hope
that one might reach you.

T know it silly, but I don't know
where to send them. My early lefters
all sounded the came, caying that

I ctarted looking for you the moment
we parted. That I would find you

one day.

My crewmatec make fun of me. They say that I've come down with the sailor
cyndrome: I've fallen in love with a siven I've only ceen once, and I am doomed
to search for her the world over without ever finding her.

They've probably right... Youre bovnd to
have started a family, and I am nothing
wore to you now than a ctory you'll

tell your grandehildren.

T've gotten used to life at sea. The crew is like an open family. Someone’s always joining while comeone
else i always leaving. But we all have one point in common: we're incapable of living a stable life on
colid ground. I earned a degree in physice via correspondence school and now I would like to start

a doctorate. Though it may take me a while to write my dissertation on the high seas.




What about you? What's become of you? You told me you would
never 9o back to our town after university, becavse you wanted to
accomplich great things... And I'm sure that's exactly what you're
doing. That'e your destiny. [

Mine changed forever the doy I fell into the ceo...
When I came to, my mind and my coul had both
undergone a profound change.

Who knows, perhaps you and T weren't written in the ctare. Perhape we were
destined fo be apart. To be completely honest, I can't picture you running the
world From some dilapidated old boat, and I cant picture myself eating the

came breakfast in the same kifchen for forty years.

Inevitable, but impossible. Separated by infinity.
United by the horizon. At that point where two
parallel lines finally come together. One day,
perhaps, always. 2
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