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HELLO?
ANYONE
HERE?
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WITH THIS.




IS
SOMEONE
THERE?




PLEASE...
IF YOU CAN
HEAR THIS...
YOU GOTTA

HELP ME.

SOMETHING
WENT WRONG,
WE MADE A
MISTAKE...
THERE ARE o

TO GET HELP.
PLEASE.

I'M HIDING
BUT I'M SO
SCARED.

DON'T
LEAVE ME
ALONE UP

HERE.










BATTERY
DEPLETED.

TO CHARGE-
PEEASE-
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DON'T WANNA
TRAIN WITH
UsS, KATE?

@% / SUREYOU. : /

G'MORNING,
Kip.

EAT UP;
GOTTA GET
YOUR ENERGY
FOR TRAINING.

Ui

NO THANKS,
| PREFER TO
STAY OUT OF
THE RUCKUS,

JUST
NOT USED TO
SPACE TRAVEL
YET, | GUESS...

STILL
HAVING TROUBLE
SLEEPING, PAN?




WELL, ONLY A
COUPLE MORE DAYS
OF FLYING ‘TIL WE | THINK WE
LAND AND RELEASE COULD ALL
THE PRINCESS. USE A LITTLE
BREAK.

WHEW...
YEAH, SHIP'S
FEELING PRETTY
CLAUSTROPHOBIC
THESE DAYS.

...PIRATES?

IT'LL BE FINE-
THE VALK’S A SMALL
SHIP, AND THEY HAVE
BIGGER FISH TO FRY.

WE CAN LAND AS
SOON AS WE'RE THROUGH
THE ASTEROID BELT. JUST
NEED TO CLEAR PIRATE

TERRITORY IN ONE PIECE.

THEN, AFTER WE
GET THE PRINCESS
SETTLED, WE CAN
MOVE ON TO OUR
OTHER PLANS.

IF WE MIND OUR
OWN BUSINESS,
THEY WON'T HAVE
ANY REASON TO
BOTHER US.




HELL YEAH,
NEXT STOP:
IRONVEIN!

WE'VE GOT ANOTHER
PRINCESS TO SAVE,
AND I'M FEELIN' A
WINNING STREAK
COMING ON.

OKAY, HON...
LET’S NOT

GET AHEAD OF
OURSELVES.

YEAH, SLOW
DOWN, TIGER;
I DON'T REMEMBER
US ALL AGREEING
ON OUR NEXT MOVE.

WE KNOW WHEN
AND WHERE THE
NEXT GAME IS—

| DON'T SEE WHAT

L THERE IS TO

DISCUSS.

SIGH
o/

WELL, | BEG
TO DIFFER.

DON'T YOU TWO
START... | TOLD YOU
BEFORE: WE'RE NOT

DOING THIS UNTIL WE TAKE
CARE OF THE PRINCESS
WE ALREADY HAVE.
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HAS SHE
EATEN YET?

gnumm

\ OF HER ROOM.

=l
)

I DON'T THINK
S0. SHE STILL
WON'T COME OUT

SHE DEFINITELY
NEVER WILL IF PAN
KEEPS WAITING ON HER
HAND AND FOOT.

SPOILED BRAT.



MORNING, PRINCESS.

| BROUGHT YOU SOME

BREAKFAST, IN CASE
YOU'RE HUNGRY.

WELL, BEE SAYS
WE'RE ALMOST AT

OUR DESTINATION.

APPARENTLY IT'S
THIS SECRET SPOT
WHERE THEY'VE BEEN
RELEASING PRINCESSES
FOR YEARS.

CASS MADE
PANCAKES!

IT'S BEYOND THE
ASTEROID BELT,
S0 YOU CAN START
OVER WITHOUT
WORRYING ABOUT
ANYONE FINDING
YOou.

PRETTY
GREAT,
RIGHT?

YOU MUST BE
PRETTY SICK OF
BEING COOPED
UP IN THERE.
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| UNDERSTAND IF YOU
DON'T WANNA COME
OUT. | KNOW [T'S HARD
BEING SO FAR AWAY
FROM HOME.

| JUST... FEEL
BAD KNOWING
YOU'RE ALL
ALONE WHILE
WE'RE TOGETHER
OUT HERE.

DON'T YOU HAVE
SOMEWHERE
TO BE?
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| KNOW | SAY IT
EVERY DAY, BUT
YOU'RE WELCOME TO
JOIN US WHENEVER
YOU WANT.

PAN! GET YOUR
BUTT TO THE GYM.
YOU'RE LATE!
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THIS IS STUPID. r
IF YOU WON'T o
LET ME TRY THE

REAL THING, HOW
WILL | LEARN?

Pm‘ s

7
YOU REALLY THIN (’ \
: n

A\
I'M GONNA GIVE YOU | )
: SOMETHING POINTY ==/
) IN ZERO-GRAV WHEN
/ YOU CAN'T EVEN

_%TAY UPRIGHT?
-

| THOUGHT
TRAINING AS YOUR
SQUIRE WOULD BE
A LOT COOLER
THAN THIS.

¥ AT 3
| WANNA v/ PAT
BE USEFUL. YOU GOTTA &
| WANNA FIGHT. BE PATIENT. = %

-
YOU GOTTA
BELJEVE IN ME.

PAN, IF I DIDN'T
BELIEVE IN YOU,
WE'D HAVE LEFT
YOUR ASS BACK
IN CASLON.

BUT LIKE
| SAID...

...BASICS
FIRST!




YEAH... BUT
I DON'T KNOW
IF I'LL EVER BE
READY TO LET
HER JOIN US
FOR A GAME.

STILL
HASN'T QUITE
WRAPPED HER
HEAD AROUND
INERTIA, HUH?

YOU GOTTA
ADMIT, SHE'S
GOT A LOT

OF HEART,
THOUGH.

YOu

SHOULDN'T
HAVE TO.
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LIKE I'VE BEEN
SAYING, IF WE DO
THINGS MY WAY,
YOU WON'T NEED
TO WORRY ABOUT

THE GAMES
AT ALL.




1| THINKS
SOMETHING'S
UP WITH PAN.
YOU NOTICE HER
ACTING KINDA
WEIRD?

OKAY... | THINK

YOU'RE RIGHT -
SOMETHING'S
BOTHERING HER.

RELATIVE
TO WHAT?

BUT IN MY
OPINION, IF

SHE DOESN'T
WANNA TALK,
THAT'S HER
BUSINESS.

SHE'S A BIG
GIRL... SHE CAN
ASK FOR HELP IF

SHE NEEDS IT.
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IF 1 COULD GET THIS
SHIELD TO ABSORB
ENERGY AND THEN
REROUTE IT TO A

SWORD... MAN, | BET

THAT'D REALLY
IMPRESS THEM.

YEAH,
THAT'S RIGHT -
| CAN PULL MY
WEIGHT AROUND

OH, NOT MUCH...
JUST UPDATED THE
TECH ON BEE'S SCOPE. | -
THE ZOOM SHOULD
BE A LITTLE
ZIPPIER NOW.

AWESOME!
THANKS...

WHAT'S UpP
WITH YOU? HOW
ARE REPAIRS
COMING ALONG?
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OH... YEAH.
THERE'S, UM...
NOTHING | CAN
REALLY DO TO

ACCESS IT RIGHT
NOW, YOU KNOW...

NOT WITHOUT
NOBLE CURRENT.

} THAT'S
TOO BAD.

WHAT ABOUT
THAT FAVOR OF
YOURS? BATTERY

STILL DEAD?

“v

BUT YOU'RE
A SMART KID,
I'M SURE
YOU'LL FIGURE
SOMETHING OUT.

Z. N

WHICH REMINDS ME...
I'VE BEEN MEANING TO
SHOW YOU SOMETHING
| BET YOU’RE CLEVER
ENOUGH TO CRACK.




| KNOW HOW TO

PROGRAM IT, BUT

| NEED SOMEONE
HANDY TO PUT
IT TOGETHER.

WE ALL
HAVE OUR
LITTLE PET
PROJECTS.

A BROADCAST
TRANSMITTER?
LIKE FOR TV?
WHAT DO YOU
NEED THAT FOR?

~.WHAT DO |
YOU NEED
THIS FOR?

WHADDAYA
SAY? DO WE
HAVE A DEAL?

ATTA GIRL.
| THINK YOU AND
| MAKE A PRETTY |
GOOD TEAM. i




THE RICH
GET RICHER.

COSMOPOL ROBQ
T
lﬁ:quml;s VANGmnf)SAJ
LANDMARK DEA}, |
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ENJOY IT
WHILE YOU CAN,

BLOODSUCKERS. [ |

YOUR TIME
IS COMING.

I'LL MAKE
SURE OF IT.




TRAINING GO
WELL TODAY,
HON?

YEAH. PAN'S I'M GLAD YOU
GREEN, BUT 1 W 2 TOOK HER ON,
SHE'LL MAKE A 4 S | CASS- |T'S GOOD

Goop FIGHTER  BIT OF A ' it FOR YOU BOTH TO

STUBBORN 2 - BLOW OFF STEAM.
HNE DAY: STREAK, | A\ <

THOUGH.
ESPECIALLY WITH
THIS PRINCESS
NOT BEING OUR...
SMOOTHEST
ACQUISITION.

) - . UGH, YEAH, WHAT
SOUNDS LIKE 7 =0 b R
SOMEONE 3

| KNOW A LITTLE MORE
’ GRATEFUL. SHE'S

BEEN POUTING

FOR A WHOLE

WEEK NOW.

SHE'S
PROBABLY
JUST HOMESICK.

MMM. SHE
DOESN'T KNOW
HOW GOOD LIFE
GETS AFTER
YOU LEAVE ALL
THAT STUFF
BEHIND.

CAN'T SAY |
/ CARE FOR ALL
THANK YOU OUR EXTRA
FOR DINNER. CARGO.

IT'S NICE TO

FINALLY GET

SOME ALONE
TIME.

S

YEAH, IT'S
BEEN A WHILE
SINCE IT'S BEEN
JUST THE TWO
OF US, HUH?
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| DUNNO, | KINDA WELL,
LIKE IT—IT'S A NICE | GUESS

CHANGE OF PACE. PAN’S NOT
THIS SHIP WAS BUILT SO BAD. 1 KNOW YOU AND KATE

FO,L‘N‘?)@REﬁbTrW BUTT HEADS, BUT SHE'S
i ; SMART. YOU CAN'T DENY
. _ \  TTHAT AT LEAST SOME
2 OF WHAT SHE SAYS
MAKES SENSE.

SURE, SHE SEEMS
TO HAVE A TASTE FOR
GOING ROGUE- BUT
BETTER TO HAVE HER
AS AN ALLY THAN
AN ENEMY.

IT'S DEFINITELY
NOT HER INTELLIGENCE
THAT WORRIES ME. | JUST
DON'T TRUST HER.

CAN'T ARGUE
WITH THAT.

AND | GUESS IN
THE END, EVEN
IF EVERYTHING
FALLS APART,
YOU AND | STILL
HAVE EACH OTHER.

I

5TRETCH

35



| LIKE HAVING
OTHER PEOPLE
AROUND.

I DON'T WANT
TO GO BACK TO
THE WAY THINGS

WE'VE TALKED
ABOUT THIS— THE
TWO OF US, ON THE
RUN... WAS ONLY
SUPPOSED TO BE
A SHORT-TERM
PLAN.

WE'RE COMING
UP ON TEN YEARS,
CASS- I'M TIRED OF
JUST SURVIVING.
I DON'T WANNA BE
ALONE OUT HERE
ANYMORE.

S0... I'M NOT
ENOUGH FOR
You?

36




OHHHH NO
YOU DON'T.

HEY. | LOVE
YOU. DON'T

MAKE THIS
ABOUT YOU.

| KNOW WE'RE NOT
GONNA SETTLE DOWN
AND HAVE A NORMAL
LIFE, BUT... IS IT
REALLY THAT CRAZY
FOR ME TO WANT A
SEMBLANCE OF PEACE?

NOT CONSTANTLY
WORRYING ABOUT
GETTING HURT IN
THE RING, OR WORSE,
WHETHER WE'VE GOT
A HIT OUT ON US?

BEE,
| WISH THINGS
WERE DIFFERENT
TOO, BUT...
WE CAN'T JUST
RETREAT.

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN
THINGS CATCH UP AND WE
CAN'T PUNCH OUR WAY OUT?

WHO'S GONNA SAVE US?

OF COURSE NOT.
BUT WE COULD
INVITE OTHER
PEOPLE INTO

OUR LIVES...

STOP TRYING
TO DO EVERYTHING
ON OUR OWN,
MAYBE EVEN HAVE
SOME FRIENDS...

D

THAT'S QUAINT,
BUT IT’S NOT
REALITY. WE CAN
ONLY COUNT ON
EACH OTHER.

WE HIT HARDER.
WE SAVE OURSELVES.

YOU'RE
IMPOSSIBLE.

|






[ WHAT THE
1 HELL was
THAT?!

= =

HEY, PRINCESS!
QPEN UP! OPEN
THIS DOOR
RIGHT NOW!

OUTTA
MY WaYi




| KNEW IT, YOU
LITTLE SNEAK! YOU
STOLE BACK THAT
FAVOR AND SENT
OUT AN S.0.S.,
DIDN'T YOU?!

THE WARDENS
ARE ALREADY ON
THEIR WAY. I'M

GOING HOME.
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THERE
AREN'T ANY  vou JusT
WARDENS  piNGED OUR
OUT HERE! | 0o ATION
IN PIRATE
TERRITORY!

41

ALL RIGHT,
THAT'S IT...

EVERYONE!
THERE'S
ANOTHER SHIP
OUTSIDE!




CASS, PAN—
TO THE BRIDGE.

KATE— TAKE
THE PRINCESS
AND HIDE HER IN
THE CARGO BAY!

BE READY
TO FIGHT IF
THEY TRY
TO BOARD.

NOPE, NOT
YOU, KIDDO.
$IT DOWN AND
BUCKLE UP.




...THOSE
ARE PIRATES
ALL RIGHT.

C’MON, WE
GOTTA TAKE
COVER.




YOU'VE
GOTTA BE
KIDDING ME.
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IN HERE!
YOU FIRST.

EW! GOD,
IT STINKS
DOWN HERE!!!

YEAH? WELL,
YOU GOT YOURSELF
INTO THIS MESS,
PRINCESS.

MAYBE NEXT
TIME THINK TWICE
BEFORE YOU-...




THINK YOU
CAN LOSE
‘EM?

THEY'RE FAST.
GONNA HAVE TO
DO SOME FANCY

FLYING...







WHOEVER'S
FLYING THAT
BUCKET KNOWS
WHAT THEY'RE
DOING!
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YOU TWO
ALL RIGHT?

YOU PUT
OUR CREW
AT RISK.

NOT TO
MENTION

MY SHIP.

GET IT
THROUGH YOUR
HEAD, PRINCESS—
WE'RE TRYING TO
HELP YOU.

YOU GOT
LUCKY THIS TIME,
BUT YOU DO NOT

WANT TO GET
PICKED UP BY
PIRATES.

NOW... HAND
OVER THAT
FAVOR.

OH, JUST
PEACHY.







PAN, IF THAT
FAVOR’S STILL
FUNCTIONAL,
| NEED TO FINISH
THE JOB.

SHE'S ALL
ALONE UP
HERE...

...SHE'S
JUST SCARED!




IT'S OKAY,
CASS. THE
DAMAGE IS
ALREADY

DONE.

YOU MAY
NOT LIKE
US, PRINCESS,
BUT WE'RE ON
YOUR SIDE.

WE'VE LOST
THEM FOR NOW,
BUT WE'RE
SITTING PUCKS | NEED TO GET
OUT HERE. US CLEAR OF THE
ASTEROID BELT. WE
CAN REASSESS OUR

PLANS TOMORROW.

WELL,
PRINCESS,
1 HOPE YOU'RE
HAPPY. YOU'VE
REALLY DONE
IT NOW.

SO THE NEXT
TIME YOU'RE
CONSIDERING
SENDING OUT
AN S.0.S.,
THINK TWICE.







| HAVE
SOMETHIN

TO SHOW YOu!

CAN | COME
OVER?

| I l|l||l
- —_—

. nu 11 i | (L

] rTulI mail w]n"T-

JUST HURRY SO MY
PARENTS DON'T
SEE YOU!




Q000H, A
SPACESHIP!

LOOK WHAT
| MADE!

COOL, HUH?
1 BUILT IT MYSELF.
WANNA PLAY?

WHOA!
IS THAT A NEW b
HOVERBOARD??? J
Y YEAH, AND
| GOT THESE
DOLLS, TOO!
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YEAH! SEE, THIS IS
; i & h OH, LIKE : w | THE ARENA, AND THOSE
cooL!! | b | ON TV? el ARE ALL THE PEOPLE
WHAT ARE . | NEAT. WATCHING... AND
\ YOU PLAYING? ) ] | *CROMCH* 4 WHOEVER HAS THE
\ ‘ WINNING COSMOKNIGHT
GETS TO MARRY THE /
PRINCESS AND BECOME /
THE KING. /

wow,
ANYONE CAN
BE KING?

wowill
S0, WHAT DO

IHAVE TO DO

(&id
TO WIN?

*SLURP*

AND THEN
WHAT?

..« AND THEN,
THE KING GETS
TO MAKE ALL THE
RULES AND TELL
EVERYONE WHAT
ToO bo!




WELL, NO,
YOU CAN'T BE
KING, PAN...
YOU'RE NOT PART

OF THE GAME. YEAH...
6 ; THAT'S THE

RULES.

BUT...
YOU SAID THE OH YEAH. F
KING MAKES ALL WwelRD. | e e
THE RULES. S & SHOULD PLAY
- - 2 SOMETHING
ELSE.

WAIT, PAN,
LOOK! WHAT'S IT'S THE FASTEST
THAT IN THE SPACESHIP IN THE

GALAXY, ON ITS
WAY TO BLAST
EVERYONE!!

DISTANCE??

YAAAAYILL
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| KNOW
IT*S NOT AS
COOL AS YOUR
HOVERBOARD,
BUT...

ONE DAY
I'LL BUILD A
SHIP THAT CAN
REALLY FLY!

WAIT,
| HAVE
AN IDEA!

YOU DRIVE,
I'LL MAN THE
ENGINE!

59









-

‘MORNING,

THE MINES
ARE CERTAINLY
NOT A PLACE
YOU TYPICALLY
SEE A LOT OF
TOURISTS...

YES,
INCLUPRING THE
CONSTRUCTION
OF A BRAND NEW

RENA

FOLKS, WE'RE

LOOKING AT IT

NOW, AND IT*S
A BEAUT.

62

...IRONVEIN
AUTHORITIES ARE
GEARING UP FOR

AN UNPRECEDENTED
VOLUME OF VISITORS |
THIS SEASON. K

WANNA TRAIN
OUTSIDE TODAY? WE
CAN WORK ON YOUR

SPACE LEGS.

-.BUT IN
PREPARATION
FOR THE UPCOMING
GAME, THE CITY'S
INFRASTRUCTURE
WILL BE GETTING
A SIGNIFICANT
OVERHAUL.

WHERE'S THE
PRINGESS?
HAS SHE
EATEN YET?

NO IDEA...
HAVEN'T
SEEN HER.

A PRINCESS
DESERVES
NOTHING

LESS.



| MEAN,
| GET WHY
YOU DID IT.

YOU WERE
PROBABLY JUST
SCARED.

HEY... IT'S PAN
AGAIN. I BROUGHT
YOU SOME FOOD.

I'M SORRY
EVERYONE’S
BEING SUCH

A JERK.

YESTERDAY
SUCKED A LOT,
HUH?




AW, HI LIL*
BUDDY...

WHAT’S
] HIS NAME?

..‘. ~L_ | i |
THAT'S : ) 5 N
PERCY... - " \ NICE TO
AND I'M o\t MEET YOU,
SCOTTIE. = [ SCOTTIE.
> ! g 5

| KNEW
YOU MUST BE
OKAY, PAN. HE'S
NEVER WRONG
ABOUT PEOPLE.

WHOA! HE'S
FRIENDLY.




I'M SORRY
ABOUT LAST

I DON'T \

THINK YOU'RE

1 DIDN'T T
T | GET WHAT .
MEAN TO MESS YOU'RE TRYING BUT Y'ALL

THINGS UP,
YOU KNOW.

REALLY HAVEN'T
THOUGHT THIS
THROUGH.

TO DO...

A LOT WAS
RIDING ON ME T TOOK M
GETTING MARRIED. | | PAIRENTSKYE:RS
/ TO PREPARE FOR
THAT GAME.




...AND NOW

MY WEDDING MAYBE
WOULD HAVE IT DIDN'T OCCUR

MEANT A NEW TO YOU, BUT I'VE
FACTORY AND BEEN PREPARING
HUNDREDS OF ALL MY LIFE FOR

NEW JOBS... THE THRONE.

THE FAMILY
INDUSTRY IMPACTS
A LOT OF PEOPLE.
THIS WAS A REALLY
BIG DEAL.

WHAT?

BELIEVE IT
OR NOT, GETTING
MARRIED TO SOME
STRANGER WASN'T

EXACTLY MY
DREAM...

IT'S NOT LIKE
| NEVER THOUGHT
ABOUT RUNNING
AWAY, YOU KNOW?

BUT PEOPLE
WERE COUNTING
ON ME... | COULDN'T
JUST DISAPPEAR.
| MADE PEACE WITH
THAT A LONG
TIME AGO.

YEARS TO FINALLY
GET SOME REAL




| COULP'VE
USED MY RESOURCES
AS QUEEN FOR GOOD.
BUT Y'ALL HAD TO
CHARGE IN AND SAVE
THE DAY, AND NOW...

S | HAVE
NOTHING.
B

I DIDN'T
THINK ABOUT
ANY OF THAT.

SCOTTIE,
| FEEL ROTTEN...
| WAS THE ONE WHO
SMASHED YOUR FAVOR.
| THOUGHT | WAS DOING
THE RIGHT THING.

I WOULDN'T
EXPECT SOMEONE
LIKE YOU TO UNDERSTAND.
TO MOST OF THE PUBLIC,
THE GAMES ARE JUST

ENTERTAINMENT.

BUT CASS IS A
PRINCESS. SHE
SHOULD KNOW
BETTER.

WELL... YOU
DIDN'T TOTALLY
DESTROY IT. IT
STILL WORKS.




THIS... WAS MY
BEST FRIEND’S.
SHE WAS MY HOME
PLANET'S PRINCESS,
AND | HELPED HER
RUN AWAY BEFORE
HER TOURNAMENT.

TELL YOU

SOMETHING
| HAVEN'T TOLD
ANYONE ELSE?

| REALLY
THOUGHT | WAS
DOING THE RIGHT
THING THEN, TOQO.

BUT THE THING

IS... LAST WEEK,

1 GOT A MESSAGE
FROM HER.

YEAH...

| MEAN. IT WAS OLD.

| STILL DON'T REALLY
KNOW HOW THIS THING
\cfvom:s. BUT THE MESSAGE
AS FROM THE NIGHT SHE AND | NEVER
LEFT, FIVE YEARS AGO. GOT IT UNTIL

NOW.

WELL...
WHAT DID
IT sAY?

68

IT WAS
BAD.




-.BUT WHAT

HELPING HER IF | MESSED

RUN AWAY WAS THE UP AND MADE
ONLY GOOD THING ~ THINGS WORSE?

| EVER THOUGHT
I DIp... | WASN'T THERE

FOR HER WHEN
SHE NEEDED
ME MOST.

THE OTHERS
STILL THINK
I'M A HERO, AND
I DON'T WANT TO
DISAPPOINT THEM.

1 DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO DO...
I DON'T KNOW

HOW TO FIX IT.




I DON'T WANT TO
RISK LOSING ANY
MORE TIME. WE NEED
TO MOVE ON AND HEAD
TO IRONVEIN NOW.

CASS, WE CAN'T
PICK UP ANOTHER
PRINCESS— WE
HAVE OUR HANDS
FULL AS IT IS.

YOU HAVE
SOMETHING TO
SAY, KATE?

YOU ALREADY KNOW
WHAT | THINK. WE'RE
WASTING OUR TIME

WITH THE PRINCESSES
ALTOGETHER.

WINNING MATCHES IS
PRACTICAL AND REAL.
YOUR “MANIFESTO" IDEA
IS A PIPE DREAM THAT
PUTS OUR LIFE'S WORK
IN JEOPARDY.

OH, HERE
WE GO...

THEY'RE A DISTRACTION.
WE SHOULD FOCUS
ON ORGANIZING, AND
REACHING THE PEOPLE
WHO REALLY MATTER.

YOU PUT
YOUR OWN WORK IN
JEOPARDY EVERY TIME
YOU RECKLESSLY CHARGE
AHEAD WITHOUT AN EXIT
STRATEGY, CASS.

THE MORE PRINCESSES
THAT DISAPPEAR, THE
BIGGER OF A TARGET
YOU PAINT ON YOUR

BACKS.
\

70

WHY NOT USE
YOUR GROWING
VISIBILITY TO
RALLY PEOPLE
INSTEAD?




THE ENCHANTMENT
OF THE GAMES KEEPS
PEOPLE TAME.

THE STARS, THE
LIGHTS, THE ACTION:
IT ALL SHIELDS THE

SPONSORS WHO THROW
COSMOKNIGHTS INTO
THE SPOTLIGHT WHILE
THEY QUIETLY SCHEME
BEHIND THE SCENES.

EVERY JOUST
IS THE SAME-
“MARRY A PRINCESS,
BECOME ROYALTY!"—
BUT NO ONE OUTSIDE
OF THE NOBILITY EVER COSMOKNIGHTS ARE
REALLY MAKES IT. NOTHING MORE THAN
SHINY CHESS-PIECES
IN PRIVATE SQUABBLES
OVER RESOURCES THAT
ALWAYS MANAGE TO
STAY IN THE FAMILY.

THE GAMES ARE A FARCE
WHILE THE RICH CONTINUE
TO DO WHATEVER THE
HELL THEY WANT.

... THIS PRINCESS
NEEDS OUR HELP.
THE WAY BEE AND
| DO THINGS
WORKS.

YOUR LECTURES
ABOUT REVOLUTION
AND THE RESISTANCE
ARE ALL VERY STIRRING,
KATE, BUT ULTIMATELY...




OH YEAH?

IF | DIDN'T KNOW ANY
BETTER, I'D SAY YOUR

AND WHAT
HAPPENED TO
“PRINCESSES CAN
TAKE CARE OF
THEMSELVES"?

OH? SO INSTEAD
WE ANNOUNCE WHAT
WE'VE BEEN DOING
AND ASK NICELY FOR
PEOPLE TO JOIN US?
AND THEN THE GAMES
MAGICALLY END?

YOU THINK
YOU'RE THE
FIRST TO BUCK
THE SYSTEM?

THAT®S BULLSHIT!
WE ARE ALONE OUT
HERE. ALWAYS
HAVE BEEN.

FIXATION ON WINNING

WAS MORE ABOUT YOUR

INFLATED EGO THAN

ACTUALLY HELPING
ANYO

YOU JUST CARE
ABOUT BEING
BETTER THAN
ALL THE BOYS.

PEOPLE DON'T
NEED SAVING—- A LOT
OF THEM HAVE ALREADY
BEEN FIGHTING THEIR
OWN BATTLES FOR
A LONG TIME.

WE JUST NEED
TO REACH THEM, SO
THEY KNOW THEY'RE
NOT ALONE.

MAYBE WE
SHOULD ASK
YOUR WIFE
WHAT SHE
THINKS.

YEAH, MAYBE
WE SHOULD.

BACK ME UP
HERE, BEE.

72

YOU'RE BOTH
CLOWNS!



HOW'D
| GET MIXED
UP IN ALL
THIS, HUH?

e PesT-
NHEN
mzﬁ&"’
e Al ““.'mﬁfmr' P"": ol
60 EEET;F UM NING You!
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YOU AND CASS
BOTH GOT WHAT
YOU WANTED WHEN
YOU RAN AWAY
TOGETHER... BUT
WHAT IF THAT'S
NOT WHAT SHE
WANTS?

I'VE BEEN
THINKIN'...

HOW DO YOU
KNOW WHAT'S
| LOVE YoU RIGHT?
GUYS, BUT...
SCOTTIE DIDN'T
WANT TO BE
RESCUED.

EVERYONE ON
THIS SHIP WANTS
SOMETHING I CAN'T FIX
DIFFERENT! THIS, PAN.
I DON'T KNOW
WHAT WE'RE
GONNA DO.




| PUT A LOT

OF THINGS ON
HOLD WHEN CASS

AND | ELOPED.

| WOULDN'T
CHANGE A THING,
BUT... YOU'RE
WRONG ABOUT US
BOTH GETTING
EVERYTHING WE
WANTED.

SNIFFLE

SHIT... I'M
SORRY, BEE.

1 JUST TRY TO

REMIND MYSELF

THAT YOU CAN
SPEND YOUR WHOLE
LIFE WONDERING IF
YOU MADE ALL THE
RIGHT DECISIONS...

BUT SOMETIMES
YOU JUST GOTTA
BE BRAVE AND
DO SOMETHING.

OH, DON'T
YOU START
TOO...
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THIS ISN'T
JUST ABOUT
SCOTTIE,
1S I1T?

SOMETHING
ELSE IS
BOTHERING
YOou.

| GOT A MESSAGE

FROM TARA... FROM

WAY BACK, ON THE
NIGHT SHE LEFT.

IT SOUNDED
LIKE SHE WAS
IN TROUBLE.

SORRY!
SORRY.

| KNOW NOW'S
NOT THE TIME...




I DIDN'T KNOW
SHE WAS TRYING
TO CALL ME, AND...
NOW I'M NOT SURE | DID
THE RIGHT THING WHEN
| HELPED HER RUN
AWAY THAT NIGHT.

I'M NOT TRYING TO
PUT THIS ON YOU,
AND I'M NOT LOOKING
FOR ANSWERS.

1 JUST... DON'T
WANNA HIDE IT
ANYMORE.

I'M 3
BUT YOU'RE
SORR; THAT RIGHT, | DON'T
HAPPENED. HAVE ANSWERS
FOR YOU.

82



YOU CAN'T
PROTECT PEOPLE BY
MAKING DECISIONS
FOR THEM.

...BUT WE'RE
TRYING OUR BEST.
IT'S NOT EASY WHEN
WE'RE ALL DEALT SUCH
DIFFERENT CARDS.

LOOK, PAN, FOR
WHAT IT'S WORTH...
YOU DID WHAT SHE
ASKED YOU TO DO.

$0... DOES
THAT MEAN SCOTTIE
GETS A SAY IN WHAT
HAPPENS TO HER?

OKAY, OKAY...
| HEAR THE IRONY.
| REALIZE WE MIGHT
HAVE LOST SIGHT OF
SOME THINGS...




WAIT...
ISN'T THAT
THE SAME
SHIP FROM

YESTERDAY?

S SPACECRAFT
) APPROACHING

THEY'RE
MOVING SLOW-—
THEY MUST BE
DIVERTING POWER
FOR SOMETHING... "

GONNA GIVE
‘EM SOME
ROOM.

SHIT!
THEY MUST'VE
FOLLOWED US

OUT OF THE

BELT...

UNUSUAL
FOR PIRATES
TO LEAVE THEIR
TERRITORY LIKE
THAT, THOUGH.

TRACTOR
BEAM!

SHIT!!




PIRATES!

THEY'VE
BEE? WHAT IMMOBILIZED
THE HELL IS THE SHIP!
GOING ON?2??

PAN, SIT TIGHT,
I'M GONNA INITIATE IT'LL TAKE
AN ELECTRICAL A FEW MINUTES TO
PULSE TO CHARGE, BUT IT'S
SHAKE ‘EM... OUR BEST SHOT AT
BREAKING FREE.

I'M GONNA
GO HELP
CASS.

-..OKAY.
JUST STAY CLOSE
TO THE VALK, AND
GET INSIDE WHEN
| SOUND THE HORN!

CASS
KNOWS THE SIGNAL:
THREE TIMES.

TELL KATE SHE'S
ON PRINCESS DUTY
AGAIN, AND SUIT UP,

CASS— WE'RE IN
FOR A FIGHT.

| CAN'T
JUST SIT BY
AND WATCH.

| GOTTA DO
SOMETHING-
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CASS!
LOOK ouUT!!







WHERE DID
YOU GET
THAT?!

| MADE IT!
YOU GOOop?

BUT DON'T
THINK YOU'RE
NOT IN TROUBLE
JUST ‘CUzZ YOU
SAVED MY ASS.

STAY
CLOSE AND
COVER ME.

LET'S DO
THIS.
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YOU HAVE
A SWORD
TOO!?

BE
CAREFUL!

HOLY SHIT,
PAN!




WSHHHHHA
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PRINCESS.
YOU'RE COMING
WITH ME.

I DON'T
THINK 80!

':ﬁv\"

J
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CLEARING
AIRLOCK
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kSuHH Bl HsSsssses

BACK OFF,

PRINCESS.

HURT! I DIDN'T DO IT
[ FOR YOU.

OH, YOU'RE

101
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S0...
CAPTAIN.

PIRATE.

CAPTAIN.
DO YOU COPY?

HA. YOU'RE
IN NO POSITION
TO BE TALKING

DOWN TO ME.

THIS IS THE SECOND
TIME WE'VE CAUGHT
YOU OFF GUARD.
WHAT WOULD YOUR
EMPLOYERS THINK?

THERE ARE PLENTY
OF BIGGER CARGO SHIPS

IN THE ASTEROID BELT
YOU COULDP GO AFTER...
FOLLOWING US ALL
THIS WAY DOESN'T
MAKE SENSE.

WHAT ARE
YOU DOING
SO FAR FROM
HOME?

I MIGHT ASK YOU
THE SAME THING.

WHAT ARE
COSMOKNIGHTS
AND A PRINCESS

DOING OUTSIDE OF
EMPIRE TERRITORY?
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OH, DON'T MORALIZE...
WHATEVER FAMILY
YOU'RE WORKING FOR,
IT'S CLEAR SHE WANTS
NO PART OF IT.

104

WE'RE
DOING
OUR JOBS.

| WON'T SEE HER
KIDNAPPED BY THE
LIKES OF YOU.




SO WHAT'S
YOUR PLAN HERE?
TO HOLD HER
FOR RANSOM?

BOLD OF YOU TO
RISK A HOSTAGE
NEGOTIATION WITH
THE EMPIRE JUST
FOR A PAYDAY.

NEITHER
DO YOU.

DON'T MESS
WITH MY SHIP.

105

HEH... DON'T
UNDERESTIMATE ME.

YOU CLEARLY
HAVE NO IDEA WHO
YOU'RE DEALING
WITH.

WHITTIIA




C'MON, BEE...
THE PULSE HAS
GOTTA BE CLOSE
BY NOW...

ALL RIGHT,
KID, TIME
TO GO-...







DAMMIT!

pF i

. i

C'MON, CASS,
GRAB HER...
YOUR SUIT'S
GONNA GET
FRIED...




WwUMWI
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RESTARTING ENGINE

NICE WORK, GANG.
BUCKLE UP!

WE'RE OUTTA
HERE!







THIS IS
RIDICULOUS.

THESE PIRATES
COULD WRECK
EVERYTHING
FOR US.

WE CAN'T
KEEP DOING
THIS.

SCOTTIE, IT WAS
WRONG OF US TO
PRESUME WE WERE
GIVING YOU YOUR
FREEDOM.

I'M SORRY.

| KNOW IT'S SO I'M
A LITTLE LATE, ASKING
BUT WE'RE OUT YOU NOW:

OF OPTIONS.,.

WHAT DO
YOU WANT?
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1| MEAN,
| WANT TO
GO HOME!

OF
COURSE.

BUT I DON'T
KNOW WHAT
THEY'D DO WITH
ME IF | WENT
BACK NOW.

...| DON'T
KNOW.

YOU PUT ME IN
A REALLY SHITTY
POSITION, OKAY?

I'M STARTING
OVER WITH NOTHING
BECAUSE OF YOU,
SO EXCUSE ME IF I'M
A LITTLE LOST!
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RESCUING PRINCESSES
AND SETTIN' THEM FREE
IS BRAVE AND ALL, BUT
I DIDN'T ASK YOU
TO DO THIS.

YOU'RE NOT THE
FIRST PRINCESS
TO INVENT RUNNING
AWAY, CASS.

IF YOU THINK A
LACK OF IMAGINATION
IS WHAT KEPT ME
WITH MY FAMILY,
YOU'RE EVEN DUMBER
THAN | THOUGHT.

| KNOW I'M A PAWN,
BUT | PLAYED MY PART
BECAUSE AT LEAST IF
IT WAS ME ON THAT

THRONE, | COULD DO
SOMETHING TO HELP.

116

RESCUING ME
DOESN'T DO
ANYTHING FOR
THE PEOPLE
STRUGGLING ON
MY PLANET.

GOD, YOU
SOUND JUST
LIKE KATE.




LOOK, IF YOoU ...BUT IN THE
DON'T KNOW WHAT MEANTIME,
YOU WANT, FINE. { I'VE GOT A

BUT I DO. GAME TO WIN

IN IRONVEIN.

NOT THIS
AGAIN.

YOU CAN ALL
CONTINVE TO
PHILOSOPHIZE
TO YOUR HEARTS'
CONTENT...

WHAT'S THAT
SUPPOSED
TO MEAN?

OH, SO YOU'RE
HEADED TO
IRONVEIN?

LET ME KNOW
HOW THAT WORKS
OUT FOR YOU.

Y'ALL REALLY
HAVE NO IDEA
WHAT YOU'RE
WALKIN INTO,
DO YOU?

ATIVHOAT
Z3IA0TIAAIT

YOU MAY NOT CARE
ABOUT THE POLITICS,
BUT WHAT YOU'RE
DOING IS EXTREMELY
DANGEROUS.




| DON'T NEED
YOU TO TELL ME
THE GAMES ARE
DANGEROUS, HONEY.

NO,
| MEAN [T.

...YOU'RE WHOEVER MARRIES
IN IRONVEIN PLAYING INTQO THE IRONVEIN
YOU'RE NOT JUST FOR THAT. ROYAL FAMILY
PLAYING FOR A WILL GET CONTROL
PRINCESS... OF THOSE MINES.

IRONVEIN IS A MASSIVE
KINGPOM, WITH MINES THAT
IMPACT EVERY INDUSTRY IN

THE GALAXY... AND THEY

ONLY HAVE ONE HEIR.

THEY WON'T LEAVE THE
WINNER TO CHANCE.

AMONG THE FAMILIES,

RUMOR HAS IT THAT

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE

ALREADY BEEN MADE

FOR COSMOPOL- THE

GALACTIC CAPITAL-
TO WIN.

COSMOPOL
ROBOTICS WANTS
A MONOPOLY ON
METALS.

THEY'LL ARM
THEIR PLAYERS WITH
ELITE MILITARY-CLASS
WEAPONRY AND TECH,
THE KIND THE REST OF
THE GALAXY CAN'T
COMPETE WITH.
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MAKES
SENSE...

COSMOPOL HAS
BEEN STRATEGIC IN
THEIR ACQUISITIONS;
THEY'VE CORNERED
A FEW MARKETS
ALREADY.

IF THEY
CONTROL THE
MINES, THEY
CONTROL THE
GALAXY.

THIS IS WHY
YOU CAN'T
JUST CHARGE
IN BLINPLY -

CRASHING THE
WRONG JOUST
COULD COST YOU
EVERYTHING.

WE'VE PLAYED
TOUGH GAMES

BEFORE. I'M
NOT AFRAID.

...YOU'D NEVER
WALK AWAY WITH
THE PRINCESS
UNNOTICED.

THERE'S TOO MUCH
AT STAKE FOR THE
CAPITAL. THIS MATCH
WOULD BE YOUR LAST.

NO, LISTEN TO
ME: EVEN IF BY
SOME STROKE OF
DIVINE INTERVENTION
YOU P/P MANAGE TO
WIN THIS JOUST...

YOU CRASHED
MY TOURNAMENT,
AND NOW THERE
ARE PIRATES
AFTER YOU...

..BUT IF MY FAMILY
HAD THE RESOURCES
OF COSMOPOL
AND IRONVEIN?

You'n
BE DEAD
ALREADY.



WELL, IF WE
CAN'T AGREE

ON ANYTHING,

| GUESS WE'LL

ALL JUST SIT
HERE THEN.
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YEAH, BUT

DID YOU HEAR HEAR ME OUT...

BUT... \ ANYTHING
WHAT IF WE 1 JUST sSAID?
pIp WIN?

THE WAY
THINGS ARE...
IT MAKES US ALL
MISERABLE.

BUT WE DON'T
HAVE TO SIT BY
AND ACCEPT
THAT!




SCOTTIE'S -..BUT
RIGHT: MAYBE MAYBE
WE CAN'T GET WE DON'T
AWAY WITH HAVE TO.
THAT PRINCESS
UNNOTICED... MAYBE
N PEOPLE SHOULP
START PAYING
ATTENTION
To USs.

WE HEAR THE

SAME THING

EVERY GAME:
“MAY THE BEST

IF WE'RE
TALKING ABOUT
MAKING A STATEMENT...
WRECKING THE GALAXY'S
BIGGEST BUSINESS DEAL
WOULD SEND ONE HELL
OF A MESSAGE, RIGHT?

WE CAN USE THE
WINNER'S PLATFORM
TO PROTEST THE GAME
AND EXPOSE THE DEAL.

MAN WIN."

THE SYSTEM ONLY
WORKS IF PEOPLE
BELIEVE THAT THOSE
WHO MAKE IT TO
THE TOP DESERVE
TO BE THERE.

SO LET'S MAKE
IT TO THE TOP,
AND DEMAND
WHAT'S OURS.

LET THEM
COME AFTER US.

EVERYONE IN THE
GALAXY WILL BE
WATCHING.




WHAT IF
IT DOESN'T
WORK?

SHE'S RIGHT,
CASS. | KNOW YOU
DON'T LIKE THE IDEA
OF GOING PUBLIC,
BUT WHAT IF WE
CONTROLLED THE
NARRATIVE?

IF WE USED A
RIGGED GAME TO MAKE
OUR CASE, WE'D MAKE
A LOT OF ENEMIES, BUT

WE STAND TO MAKE
EVEN MORE FRIENDS.

YOU'RE RIGHT.

| DON’T LIKE IT.

WHAT IF
WE REVEAL
OURSELVES,
AND PEOPLE WHAT IF THEY
DON'T CARE? SEND WARDENS OUT
TO FIND THE PRINCESSES
WE'VE ALREADY RESCVED,
AND UNDOQ EVERYTHING
WE'VE DONE?

WE CAN'T
RISK THAT.




WE HAVE PIRATES
ON OUR ASS, WE MAY
NOT HAVE MANY GAMES
LEFT IN US, AND IT'S
ONLY A MATTER OF
TIME BEFORE PEOPLE
CATCH ON TO WHAT
WE'RE DOING.

BUT IF
WE STOPPED
HIDING...

MAYBE
WE WOULDN'T
BE ALONE.

IF WE'RE CAPTURED
BEFORE WE HAVE
A CHANCE TO
SPEAK OUR PART,
WE REALLY WiLL
LOSE EVERYTHING.




| SUPPOSE...
IF OUR TIME IS
RUNNING OUT ONE
WAY OR ANOTHER...

...THIS WOULD
BE THE MATCH
TO GO OUT ON.

MORTAL UNDERNEATH
Ne JOKE ALL THAT ARMOR.

YOU CAN'T : ‘
BE SERIOUS. :
THEY MIGHT HAVE &
COSMOPOL FANCY TECH, BUT
ROBOTICS S KNIGHTS ARE STILL K¢

NO ONE
SAID IT'S GONNA
BE EASY, SCOTTIE,
BUT IF WE PUT OUR
MINDS TO IT, WE CAN
DO ANYTHING!

IF THEY HIT
HARD,

I DON'T THINK
Y'ALL KNOW WHAT
THESE PEOPLE ARE

CAPABLE OF...

HARDER.
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YOU AND
| HAVE PULLED
IT OFF BEFORE.

WE’RE GONNA

NEED ONE HELL

OF AN ESCAPE
PLAN.

AND | CAN GET US
ON TV... IT'LL BE
TRICKY, BUT WE'LL
JUST HAVE TO
STAY A FEW
STEPS AHEAD.

...AND TO WIN,
YOU'LL NEED
ALL THE HELP
YOU CAN GET!

THIS IS
CRAZY.










THEY GOT
AWAY FROM
US, TARA.




GET THOSE
ENGINES BACK
ONLINE! WE
CAN STILL
CATCH ‘EM.

I THINK
WE CAN AFFORD

A FEW HOURS, T.

130

NO OFFENSE, CAPTAIN...

BUT WE JUST GOT OUR

ASSES HANDED TO US.

WE COULD REALLY USE
A BREATHER.

YEAH, THIS
JOB IS TURNING
OUT TO BE
MORE THAN WE
BARGAINED FOR.

YES, OF
COURSE...

YTALL
DID GOOD.




WE'RE NOT
USED TO GOING UP
PEPPER WILL FIX AGAINST TRAINED
ME UP, JUST GOTTA FIGHTERS.
CATCH MY BREATH.

SHE'D BE
FINE IF SHE'D
STOP MOVING YEAH, FREIGHTER
FOR ONE DAMN CREWS ARE ONE THING,
SECOND... BUT COSMOKNIGHTS?
THEY BRAWL FOR
A LIVING!

NO SURPRISE
THE BIG ONE PACKED
A PUNCH, BUT THAT
LI'L ONE REALLY GAVE
YOU SOME TROUBLE,
HUH, CLEO?

HOW ARE
THE ENGINES,
HARLEY?

EVIE, BABE MARILS,
s ’ YOU WANT
YOU GOTTA oo:;.;
HOLD STILL...

READINGS ARE
OKAY. NO EXTERNAL
DAMAGE, THE PULSE

JUST OVERHEATED VUS.

. ALL RIGHT
| CAN HAVE THE 1
SHIP BACK UP IN A FEW EVERYONE,

HOURS... JUST GOTTA LISTEN UP!

WAIT FOR THE ENGINE
ROOM TO COOL DOWN.
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| KNOW
| PUSH HARD...
BUT WE DIDN'T
COME THIS
FAR TO BE
QUITTERS.

THIS PRINCESS

MADE A BIG MISTAKE AND WE'RE NOT GOING
GIVING AWAY HER BACK TO THE STATION

POSITION... IT'S A
RARE OPPORTUNITY
TO CATCH ROYALTY
BETWEEN THRONES.

WE'RE THE
FASTEST DAMN
SHIP IN THE FLEET,

EMPTY-HANDED.

THIS IS A
TOUGH JOB,
BUT IF WE

PULL IT OFF,
WE ALL GO
HOME RICH.

WE NEVER BACK GOOoD.

DOWN FROM A

CHALLENGE! I'M GONNA

CHECK THE HULL-
LET ME KNOW WHEN
WE'RE READY TO GO.

EVIE, IF YOU
DON'T STOP
WRIGGLING,
| SWEAR TO
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INCOMING SIGNAL:
METEORA STATION

YOU'RE ALIVE!
YOUR SHIP WENT
DARK— WHAT
HAPPENED?

GOTIN A
SCUFFLE WITH
OUR NEW FRIENDS...
THEY KNOCKED OUT
OUR ENGINES.

WE'RE FINE.
JUST DIDN'T EXPECT THEIR
EVASIVE MANEUVERS PILOT MUST
FROM A BUNCH OF HAVE SOME
KNUCKLE-HEAD EXPERIENCE.
COSMOKNIGHTS...

EVERYONE
okay?

BUT
I CAN STILL
CATCH ‘EM.




UNDERSTOOD. JUST REMEMBER
YOU'RE VULNERABLE IN
EMPIRE TERRITORY, CAPTAIN.
IF WARDEN FORCES IDENTIFY
YOUR SHIP, THEY'LL IMPOUND
IT AND ARREST YOUR CREW.

I'VE GOT IT
UNDER CONTROL.
HOW'RE THINGS

IN THE BELT?

THAT MEANS
THIS PRINCESS
IS OUR ONLY
BARGAINING CHIP.

TAKING HER HOSTAGE
WILL BUY US TIME AND
LEVERAGE. IT MIGHT EVEN
DRAW OUT SOME OF
OUR ALLIES.

THE OTHER
SKIPPERS ARE
GETTING NERVOUS,
WE'RE RUNNING
OUT OF OPTIONS.

ACCORDING TO OUR
LATEST READINGS
ON THE DEMOLITION
SHIPS FROM COSMOPOL,
WE HAVE TWO WEEKS
TO EVACUATE THE
STATION AND THE
SURROUNDING AREA.

WHAT
ABOUT OUR
DEFENSES?

OUR WINDOW
TO RESPOND IS
CLOSING—- IT*S

AGREED WE NEED
TO SECURE THE
PRINCESS BEFORE
THEY ARRIVE.

THE ASTEROID BELT
MAY HAVE BEEN
TENABLE IN THE

PAST, BUT IT SEEMS

CO-EXISTENCE IS
OFF THE TABLE...

RESOURCES ARE
SCARCE, AND THE
SOLAR SYSTEM IS

RUNNING OUT
OF SPACE.

THE CAPITAL
IS INTENT
ON EXPANDING

INTO OUR HOME.

HA... DO WE REALLY

THINK ANYONE ELSE IN

THE GALAXY IS GONNA

STICK UP FOR A BUNGH
OF PIRATES?
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CAPTURING HER IS
OUR BEST SHOT
AT PROTECTING

OURSEL VES.

WE'RE COUNTING
ON YOU, TARA.

WE KNOW
YOU WON'T.
GOOD LUCK.

| WON'T
LET YOU
DOWN.




WORD FROM
THE STATION?

WE STILL
NEED THE
PRINCESS.

SO THEN
| GUESS
THE REAL

QUESTION [S: ...DOES IT

MATTER?

HOW DO YoU
FEEL ABOUT
THIS?

YOU, OF
ALL PEOPLE

HUNTING DOWN
ROYALTY?

YEAH, | THINK
IT MATTERS.

THE OTHERS MAY
NOT KNOW YOUR
TRAGIC BACKSTORY,
BUT YOU CAN'T
TELL ME THIS
ISN'T PERSONAL.
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LOOK, WHEN s
Y'ALL FOUND ME ‘ s ALL MY LIFE
ON THAT CARGO SHIP W | HEARD STORIES
AND TOOK ME IN... G ‘ ABOUT BIG BAD

EVERYTHING e e e RIRATES:.. ...BUT WE TAKE

CHANGED. & LG CARE OF EACH
) P : OTHER, WE MAKE
OUR OWN RULES,
AND WE LIVE AS

WE PLEASE.

I OWE
BESIDES
EVERS THING SHE AND 1 ARE
' NOT THE SAME.
WE MAY HAVE
BOTH BEEN BORN
INTO ROYALTY...

IT'S UNFORTUNATE
THAT A PRINCESS IS ...BUT | STOPPED
GETTING MIXED UP IN BEING A PRINCESS
ALL THIS, BUT I'LL DO A LONG TIME AGO.
WHATEVER IT TAKES
TO PROTECT WHAT
WE HAVE.
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D-grav

Favorite planefts,
songs to sing in the shower,

and a mysterouvs
royal crushl

HEY, TARA!
SORRY
I'M LATE!




IT TOOK FOREVER
TO GET HOME TODAY!
MY DAD'S BEEN LETTING
ME HELP OUT AT THE
SHOP AFTER SCHOOL...

THAT'S
OKAY. I'M
JUST HANGING
OUT AT THE
HOTEL.

MAN, | CAN'T
WAIT UNTIL YOU
GET BACK. | HAVE
BEEN S0000000

BOOOOOORED.

OH YEAH, YOU
SAW YOUR DAD'S
FACTORY TODAY,

RIGHT? WAS
IT COOL?!

AND THEN | HAD TO
RUN SOME ERRANDS FOR
MY MOM, AND | TOTALLY

LOST TRACK OF TIME!

PAN, I'VE
BEEN GONE
THREE PAYS!

UGH, | KNOW... BUT WHO
AM | SUPPOSED TO BUM
SNACKS OFF OF? AND
| HAVE A BUNCH OF NEW
MUSIC | WANNA SHOW YOu!
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WELL, IF IT MAKES
YOU FEEL ANY BETTER,
MY PARENTS ARE MOSTLY
JUST DRAGGING ME AROUND
TO DO WORK STUFF.

| DUNNO...
AS COOL AS
ANY FACTORY
CAN BE.




DID YOU GET

TO SEE THE

NEW MARLIN
MODEL?

MY PARENTS
AND | ACTUALLY
SPEND MOST OF

OUR TIME IN

MEETINGS.

BUT | pIP
GET TO TOUR
A SPACESHIP

AT THE PORT
EARLIER
TODAY!

CRINKLE
\ CRINKLE

™

NO. | MEAN,
WE JUST MAKE,
LIKE, ONE PART.
THEY GET SENT
SOMEWHERE ELSE
TO BE ASSEMBLED.

OH. THAT
DOES SOUND
BORING.

THIS SUPER COOL AW, THAT
PILOT LADY WAS RULES! | WISH
PICKING UP STUFF _ | COULD'VE
FOR MY DAD, SO SHE SEEN THAT!
SHOWED ME AROUND
HER FREIGHTER.

SHE EVEN LET
ME SIT IN THE
COCKPIT!

TARA,

SHE SAID SHE
WAS ON HER WAY
TO COSMOPOL IMAGINE
NEXT! GETTING TO
FLY THE WHOLE
GALAXY AS
YOUR JOB!

...AND SHE
WAS KINDA
CUTE.

HONEY? CAN
WE COME IN
AND sAY
GOODNIGHT?

OH, UM...
SURE!
HOLD ON!
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PAN... JUST BE
QUIET FOR A
SECOND!

| SAW- YOU
ARE YOU g WERE RUNNING
ENJOYING ’ g AROUND THAT
OUR TRIP? ! CARGO SHIP LIKE
YOU OWNED IT.

YEAH! | HAD - THAT LADY WAS
FUN AT THE VERY KIND TO
PORT TODAY! GIVE YOU A TOUR.

et WAL | DON'T KNOW
MORE FUN THAN N

ALL THOSE BORING oD J'\N
MEETINGS AND STAND IT!

DINNERS IT'S LIKE...

WHEN WE'RE
AROUND THE OTHER
FAMILIES WE HAVE
TO PRETEND TO BE
DIFFERENT PEOPLE.

THE OTHER
A PRINCESSES? NO!
2 WHAT? BUT THEY'RE NOT MY
| THOUGHT YOU FRIENDS! THEY'RE WHAT DO
LIKEDP HANGING NOTHING LIKE ME! YOU MEAN?
OUT WITH YOUR

FRIENDS!
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| DUNNO...
YOU AND DAD
ACT WEIRD AT
WORK STUFF.

| LIKE IT
WHEN IT*S
JUST Us.

AW, WE DO TOO,
SWEETIE... BUT
WE GOTTA STAY ON
OUR TOES. OLDP MONEY
WILL FIND ANY EXCUSE
TO EDGE US OUT.

I'M SERIOUS!
YOU PROMISED!

OKAY,

IT WILL ALL BE
WORTH IT WHEN
YOU'RE CROWNED
QUEEN ONE DAY.

WELL, WHAT IF
| WANNA BE A PILOT?
CAN QUEENS BE TWO
THINGS? WHAT ABOUT
MY FLYING LESSONS?

FLYING
LESSONS?
YOU MEAN
LIKE THIS?

AAHHH! DAD!!
PUT ME DOWN
PUT ME DOWN!!!

I'M SORRY,

A LOT OF GIRLS
WISH THEY COULD
BE YOU... DON'T
FORGET THAT.

OKAY... TARA. TO GET THE
MAYBE IF THINGS YOU WANT,
THERE'S YOU GOTTA PUT IN
TIME... THE WORK FIRST.

WE'LL SEE
YOU IN THE
MORNING.

LOVE YOU,
TARABEAR.
GOODNIGHT.
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UGH... FOR
THE RECORD,
NOT EVERY
GIRL WANTS
TO BE YOU.

ALL THAT

PRINCESS

STUFF IS
CRAZY.

4

SURE, YOU GET TO
LIVE IN A CASTLE
OR WHATEVER...

| KNOW
IT'S
UNFAIR!

N\

BUT YOU
DON'T HAVE TO
REMIND ME IT
SUCKS ALL
THE TIME!

| MEAN, | DON'T
KNOW WHY YOU
PUT UP WITH
ANY OF IT!

...BUT YOU'RE
SO UNHAPPY.
IF | WERE YOU,
| WOULD JUST-—
okaAY,
SHUT UP, PAN!
I GET IT!

I'M JUST STUCK
IN THE MIDDLE OF

EVERYTHING. IT'S...
COMPLICATED.




| LOVE MY F
LOT YOU D

TRY

| JUST NEED YOU
TO BE MY FRIEND.

YOU'RE MY
BEST FRIEND, BUT

TOO. THERE'S A

UNDERSTAND.

| KNOW YOU'RE
BUT YOU CAN'T

AMILY

ON'T

ING TO HELP,

FIX THIS.

I'LL ALWAYS BE
YOUR FRIEND,
TARA.

OKAY,
PAN. -

YEAH... YOU'RE
RIGHT. ONE DAY
EVERYTHING WI/LL
BE DIFFERENT.

...AND MAYBE
WE CAN MAKE
THINGS BETTER
WHEN WE'RE
OLDER,
Y'KNOW?

WHEN WE
GROW UP...




...NO ONE'S
GONNA TELL
US WHAT
TO DO.




WHAT DO i 1 THINGS WERE
WE DO NOW, | : SO SIMPLE
PERCY? | 1 ' BEFORE ALL
- | : OF THIS...

| SUPPOSE AT
LEAST IF THEY
GET BUSTED,
WE CAN GO HOME.
BUT, UGH...

YOU KNOW
HOW THAT'S
GONNA GO.

COME ON UP TO THE BRIDGE, GANG.
WE'VE REACHED IRONVEIN AIRSPACE.
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IT*S ALL...
FLOATING?

AND THE
ARENA.

148

THERE'S
THE CASTLE.

THE CITY
USES HEAT FROM
THE MINES AND
TRACTOR BEAMS
TO STAY ALOFT.
IT*'S PRETTY
CLEVER.




IN TOWN FOR
THE GAME?

YEP. GOT
THE SHIP'S
REGISTRATION
RIGHT HERE...

149

WHEW...
WHAT IS THAT
SMELL?

THE MINES. GET
USED TO IT— THE
LOWER PARTS OF
THE CITY AREN'T
QUITE ABOVE THE
PLANET'S TOXIC

LAYER.
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THINGS ARE
GONNA CHANGE

WHETHER | LIKE

IT OR NOT, HUH? i | [/ LsTEN...
| SHOULD

APOLOGIZE.

I HAVEN'T
EXACTLY MADE
THINGS EASY
FOR YOU THESE
PAST FEW
WEEKS.

| KNEW WHAT

| WAS GETTING INTO

WHEN | MARRIED YOU,
BUT | NEED YOU

TO REMEMBER WHAT

| GAVE UP TO MAKE

THIS HAPPEN.

YOU LEFT A LIFE
YOU DIDN'T WANT,
BUT | WALKED OUT
ON EVERYTHING
I'D WORKED FOR.

NO, YOU
HAVE NOT.

I'M NOT JUST

YOUR WIFE...

I'M ALSO YOUR
CAPTAIN.

THEN | NEED
YOU TO BACK ME
UP SOMETIMES,
I HAVEN'T ESPECIALLY NOW
FORGOTTEN. THAT WE HAVE
A CREW,
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THAT'S NOT
SUPPOSED TO
BE AN EXCUSE!
WHAT | MEAN

TO SAY IS...

| KNOW HOW
TO WIN GAMES
AND | KNOW HOW TO
PROTECT THE TWO

OF US, BUT MORE
THAN THAT IS A
LITTLE DAUNTING.

I'™M
SCARED.

YOU'RE
RIGHT. I'M
SORRY.

I'M JUST
NOT MUCH
OF A TEAM

PLAYER.

ME AND YOU,
SURVIVING ON OUR
OWN? THAT'S NOT
ENOUGH ANYMORE.

AND YOU
DON'T HAVE TO
CARRY EVERYBODY!
THAT'S NOT HOW
THIS WORKS!
WE NEEP
OTHER PEOPLE,
AND THEY
NEED US.

WE'RE NOT
GONNA AGREE ON
EVERYTHING, AND

WE'RE ALL PROBABLY
GONNA ANNOY THE
SHIT OUT OF
EACH OTHER.

BUT THE
FAMILY
WE CHOOSE
MOLDS WHO
WE ARE.

LOOK, | KNOW
LETTING PEOPLE IN
IS... A CHALLENGE.
WE'RE ALL REALLY
DIFFERENT.
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THE NEXT DAY...

| WISH
YOU COuULD
BE HERE TO

SEEIT

C'MON, PAN,
LET'S MOVE!
YOU'RE LATE
FOR TRAINING! |
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| CAN USE TECHNIQUE'S
WEAPONS SLOPPY. IF YOU
NOW? REALLY WANNA
HELP, YOU NEED

TO POLISH UP.

| PICKED THESE
BOOSTERS UP
FOR YA, TOO.

PUT ‘EM ON
YOUR WRISTS
AND ANKLES.

WHOAAAA!
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OKAY, NOW
TRY A LITTLE
KICK WITH

YOUR FOOT.

YOU GOT
THIS, PAN. USE
YOUR HANDS TO

COUNTERBALANCE.
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THESE ARE RAD!
| KEEP ‘EM?

CAN
| WAS GONNA BUILD
MYSELF A JETPACK,
BUT IF | FIGURE OUT
A WAY TO JUICE
THESE UP...




FIGURE OUT HOW
YOU LIL* GUYS

WORK...

YOU PROBABLY '\ |
UST THOUGHT  4avE 4 LOT ON | HOW'S

I'D CHECK IN. YOUR PLATE, WHAT N+ OUR LITTLE
WITH UPGRADES o PROJECT
FOR THE GAME... | COMING

| WANTED TO SEE /| ALONG?
IF | COULD HELP. /

HOW DO

YOU ALWAYS
DO THAT...?

OH! THE
TRANSMITTER?



IT'S JUST
MISSING A
COUPLE LAST

OH! BE
CAREFUL!

2 WHAT ARE YOU
STILL MISSING?
LET'S TAKE A

T FIELD TRIP.

| MODIFIED THE N1l k =
POWER SQURCE TO e -
MAKE IT PORTABLE,
BUT THAT ALSO
MADE IT A BIT, s
UM... UNSTABLE.

DROPPING IT
COULD KNOCK
OUT POWER NOTED.
TO AN ENTIRE

GRID.

7 p S=h g
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THEY'VE GOT
EVERYTHING

THIS RULES...

| ALWAYS WANTED TO
WORK IN A SHIPYARD
LIKE THIS WHEN
I WAS A KID.




Y OH! YEAH,
CAN | HELP YA A THANKS... HERE,
FIND SOMETHIN"? Y I MADE A LIST
OF PARTS
WE NEED.

A
e e (N
”‘Y%EUBSEV?S‘E .
y &N\

WE'RE IN TOWN
FOR THE GAME!

I'M PAN! AND
THIS IS KATE.

NICE TO
MEET YA.
I'M LIZ.

HERE, LEMME GIVE
YOU MY NUMBER...
YOU CAN CALL ME
ANY TIME YOU NEED
SOMEONE TO LOOK
AT YOUR PARTS.

I CAN FIND THIS
STUFF FOR YOU,
NO PROBLEM.

FOLLOW ME!
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THE CITY IS
BUZZING WITH
ENERGY! YOU
CAN REALLY
EEELSIT
EVERYWHERE
YOU GO.

Jﬂ&&@ THAT'S THE SPIRIT

OF COMPETITION:
ANYONE COULD WIN
THIS CROWN!

RIGHT YOU ARE-
THE GAMES BEGAN
AS A TESTAMENT

TO HUMAN BRAVERY

AND COURAGE...

...AND THAT
TRADITION LIVES
ON TO THIS DAY.




HOW ARE YOU

FEELING IN THE DAYS |
LEADING UP TO THE [~

GAME, PRINCESS?

IT MUST BE QUITE

SOMETHING KNOWING
ALL THIS FUSS IS
HAPPENING OVER YOU.

OH, GOLLY,
I'M JUST HONORED
TO BE A PART OF
THIS HISTORICAL
EVENT.




NOW, JAWS, WE WERE
ALL SHOCKED WHEN
THE BULL BROKE YOUR
WINNING STREAK IN
CASLON. YOU'LL BE
LOOKING TO MAKE A
COMEBACK THIS GAME,
I'M SURE?

OH MOST 55
DEFINITELY,

MOST DEFINITELY.
THE FANS ARE
HUNGRY FOR
BLOOD-

—AND IT*S
CRUNCH TIME!
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BUT I'M JUST PROUD
TO BE HERE MAKING
HISTORY ALONGSIDE
SOME OF THE BEST

NAMES IN THE GAME.

...BUT YOU DO
NOT WANNA GET
IN THE WAY OF

THIS THING!

REX, YOU'RE ONE
OF THE KNIGHTS FROM
COSMOPOL. WE EXPECT

| MEAN, YES, | WON'T
GREAT THINGS FROM DENY THAT THE TROPHY
THE ROBOTICS CAPITAL

OF THE GALAXY.
YOU FEELING A WIN?

WHAT A CHIVALROUS
ANSWER! | WOULD
EXPECT NOTHING

LESS FROM A KNIGHT

OF COSMOPOL.
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IS ALWAYS THE GOAL...

NOW, CAN YOU
SHOW US ANY
OF THE TECH

YOU'LL BE

WORKING WITH?

WELL,

I DON'T WANT

TO SPOIL ANY
SURPRISES...




THE EVE OF THE GAME...

PERCY?
PERRRCY...
WHERE ARE

You?

RELAX, SUGAR,
I'M WATCHING—
| WON'T LET
YOU MESS UP!

AM | DOING
THIS RIGHT?

OKAY...
| HOPE IT
SUITS ME.

YOU'RE
GONNA LOOK
GREAT, JUST I'LL HELP
KEEP GOING... YOU RINSE
WHEN YOU'RE
DONE.

S0... WHEN
ARE YOU
GONNA ASK
Liz ouT?

You
HEARD ME.
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YOU'RE
KIDDING,
RIGHT?

1= .WH—-...

UHHH... DO

YOU THINK
THEY LIKE ME?

WELL,
EITHER WAY...
GIVE THEM MY

THANKS FOR THE
HELP ON OUR
LITTLE SIDE

PROJECT.

YOU KNOW,
YOU'VE BEEN
AWFULLY
MYSTERIOUS
ABOUT THAT
TRANSMITTER...

YOU'RE NOT
GONNA CAUSE
TROUBLE, ARE

YOU KATE?

ARE YOU...
WORRIED WE
WON'T WIN?

...| HOPE YOU
WIN THAT GAME, THERE'S JUST A
| REALLY DO. HELL OF A LOT
OF MONEY AT

STAKE. THAT
BUT IF LIFE ALWAYS MAKES

HAS TAUGHT ME ME NERVOUS.
ANYTHING... ALWAYS

LEAVE YOURSELF

A BACK DOOR.
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I DON'T REALLY
GET IT... IF | HAD LIKE FIGURING
THAT KIND OF MONEY, OUT A WAY TO
| WOULDN'T SPEND IT GET THE REST OF
ON A GAME... I'D USE THE CITY ABOVE
IT TO FIX THINGS. THE POLLUTION
LINE.

OR MAKING SURE
EVERYONE HAS

SOMEWHERE TO

LIVE AND ENOUGH

YOU DON'T

THINK ABOUT | \ YOU WOULDN'T
WHAT YOU'D - N STAY THE SAME

CHANGE IF . : PERSON.
¥OU COULD?

YOU ONLY
GET THAT KIND
OF MONEY BY
y 4 ~ DISEMPOWERING
IT'S A SWEET b\ _ OTHER PEOPLE.
THOUGHT, :
BUT ONLY
IN THEORY.

THE NOBILITY THINK
THEIR WEALTH IS A
RESULT OF DOING
SOMETHING RIGHT, YOU HEARD
OR SOME HIGHER SCOTTIE... SHE
CALLING. WANTS TO HELP,
BUT ONLY AS LONG
AS SHE GETS TO
STAY ON TOP.

FUNNY HOW
EASY IT IS TO
ACCEPT YOUR

LOT IN LIFE
WHEN YOU'RE
BORN WITH A
SILVER SPOON.
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| MEAN, I
ROYALTY...

WHAT MAKES US WHAT DO YOU
SO DIFFERENT GET WHEN YOU
FROM THEM? TAKE A CROWN OFF

A PRINCESS?

MAYBE SHE'S
PRETTY, MODESTLY
TALENTED, KNOWS
HER MANNERS...

...BUT MORE
LIKELY THAN NOT,
WITHOUT ALL THE

FINERY...

SHE'D
BE UTTERLY ]
UNREMARKABLE. |

| MIGHT BE A
DON'T YOU | LITTLE MEAN,
THINK YOU'RE BUT YOU'RE
BEING A LITTLE DEFINITELY
HARSH? TOO NICE.
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BECAUSE
THE TRUTH...

...CAN BE
LONELY.

KATE, IF ALL THESE
THINGS WE'VE BEEN
TOLD ARE LIES...
WHY DON'T MORE
PEOPLE REJECT
THEM?




SO, THIS IS
IRONVEIN.

MY PARENTS USED
TO MAKE TRIPS OUT
HERE ALL THE TIME
WHEN | WAS A KID.

BET PRINCESSES
GET A DIFFERENT
WELCOME THAN
PIRATES, THOUGH.

| ALWAYS
THOUGHT MY
FIRST VISIT WOULD
BE FOR WORK.

| MEAN,
TECHNICALLY
THAT'S STILL

TRUE.

STILL, IT MUST
BE NICE TO BE
TAKEN CARE OF.
YOU REALLY NEVER
WONDER HOW THINGS
WOULD BE DIFFERENT
IF YOU'D STAYED?

174

HEH.
THEY WON'T
EXACTLY BE
ROLLING OUT
THE RED CARPET
FOR Us...

BUT
WE DON'T
NEED ALL
THAT TO MAKE
AN ENTRANCE.

I DON'T NEED
TO WONDER.
IT WAS ALL

PLANNED OUT.




| MISS MY
FAMILY, OF BUT AT

LEAST
COURSE... OUT HERE,

I'M FREE.

| SUPPOSE
CASH IS KING

NO MATTER
WHERE YOU GO.

OR AS
CLOSE AS
IT GETS,
ANYWAY.

ALL WE CANDO IS
TAKE THE EMPIRE'S AND | KNOW BETTER
TOYS BEFORE THEY THAN TO WAIT AROUND
BREAK OURS. TO BE RESCVED. IF
WE DON'T LOOK OUT
FOR OURSELVES...
NO ONE WILL.

SO LET'S
SHOW THEM
WHAT WE
CAN DO.

THEY DESTROYED MY \
=] FAMILY ONCE, CLEO...
| WON'T LET THEM
DO IT AGAIN.
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OKAY, NOW YOU
ALL KNOW THE
DRILL FOR THE
PRE-GAME PARTY
TONIGHT...




SCOTTIE, YOU'RE
SAFER WITH US THAN AND EVERYONE
ALONE ON THE SHIP, ELSE, NO REAL

BUT KEEP YOUR / il ) NAMES.

HEAD DOWN.

THAT REMINDS

ME, PAN- GOT

A RING NAME
YET?

WELL,
COSMOKNIGHTS | )
USUALLY BASE | | HOW ‘BOUT
THEIR PERSONA  / GUPPY"?
ON AN ANIMAL... |

OH, SHIT!
NO... ANY
IDEAS?

“SHRIMPY ™.
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HOW ‘BOUT
“LUCKY™?

I'LL HELP YOU,
PAN. WHAT'S YOUR
FAVORITE ANIMAL?

| DUNNO...
WHAT AM I,
TWELVE?

OKAY...
WELL, YOU'RE
SMALL, AND FAST,
AND PEPPY... KINDA
LIKE A RABBIT...




A WARM WELCOME
TO THOSE JUST JOINING
US FOR OUR PRE-GAME
COUNTDOWN... LESS THAN 5 -
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS UNTIL e TONIGHT
THE BIG GAME! WE CELEBRATE
SOME OF THE
BIGGEST NAMES
IN JOUSTING...

HARRIER!

. A ‘ THANK YOU FOR
: KEEPIN' THINGS
ROUND FOR : INTERESTING.
THE TABLE, | ;
ONME.  / \ -

BE READY FOR
TOMORROW, THOUGH!
| WON'T GO SO EASY

ON YA THIS TIME.

JAWS! THANKS,
THAT'S MIGHTY
KIND OF YOU.

NEVER SEEN
YA WITH A CREW
BEFORE... YOU
RECRUITIN'?

AW, JUST
ROUNDIN' OUT
THE TEAM... PAY
NO MIND TO THOSE
TWO, THEY'RE JUST
OUR PIT CREW.
BUT THIS...
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. THIS IS
LUCKY. SHE'LL
BE PLAYIN'
TOMORROW.

| MEAN,
EVERYONE WHO
SHOWED IN CASLON
IS HERE, PLUS A FEW
MORE: GRIZZ, STRIX,
THUMPER, BARRAGE,
MUS TANG...

OH, AND
WINGNUT'S
BACK FROM THE
HOSPITAL...

...HE SAYS
HE'S HEALED,
BUT I'D PULL
MY PUNCHES
WITH HIM.

NICE TO
MEET YA. ANY
FRIEND OF THE )
BULL'S IS A [ | HOW'S
FRIEND OF ; | THE ROSTER
MINE. : \ LOOKING?

N-...
NICE TO
MEET YOU
TOO!

WHAT ABOUT
THOSE FANCY
COSMOPOL
KNIGHTS?
THEY HERE?
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NO SIGN OF ‘EM.

PROBABLY TOO

GOOD TO HANG

WITH THE REST
OF Us.

CAPITAL
SNOBS.

“NICE" IS
A GENEROUS
WaY TO
PUT IT.

DUMBASS, BUT
| GUESS HE'S

ALL RIGHT. HELPS THAT

I DEFLATED HIS
HEAD BACK DOWN
TO NORMAL SIZE

LAST GAME.

182

LISTEN, I'LL GET
BACK TO MY TABLE-
JUST WANTED TO
PAY MY RESPECTS.
SEE YA OUT THERE.

ALL RIGHT.
G'NIGHT,
JAWS.

CAN | ASK YOU
SOMETHING?




WHY ARE WE
BEING FRIENDLY
IF WE'RE GONNA

TEAR EACH OTHER
APART TOMORROW?

h i

IT'S THE KIND OF
WORK WHERE WE
HAVE TO LOOK OUT
FOR EACH OTHER,
BECAUSE NO ONE
ELSE WILL.

WELL, OUTSIDE

THE RING, KNIGHTS

ARE MOSTLY
CORPIAL...

THAT'S RIGHT—
FOR MOST PEOPLE,

IT'S JUST A JOB.
WE'RE ALL TRYING
ToO PUT FOOD ON
THE TABLE.

HEY, KIDS?
CAN YOU
HEAR ME?

WHOA... LOOK

AT THAT HUNK
OF JUNK. THAT
THING BELONGS

IN A MUSEUM.
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AND, | GOTTA
SAY, IT'S ALSO
ONE OF THE ONLY
PLACES | GET
TAKEN SERIOUSLY

AS A BUTCH. SAY WHAT YOU
WILL ABOUT THE
GAMES AT LARGE,
BUT COSMOKNIGHTS
KNOW RESPECT...




AW, MAN.
I THINK THIS
PIECE OF CRAP
MIGHT'VE FINALLY
KICKED THE
BUCKET. SUCKS.
| HAVEN'T
SEEN MY KIDS
IN WEEKS.

IF YOU WANT,
1 COULD TAKE
A LOOK AT
THAT!

COOL. I'M
LUCKY, BY
THE WaAY.
IT'S A ZILLION
YEARS OLD...
BUT BE MY
GUEST.

OH YEAH,
HERE, THIS
CONTACT'S

LOOSE.

*CRACKLE*
HEWWO?
DAD?




WAY TO MAKE
AN IMPRESSION,
Kip.

| WANT TO
APOLOGIZE.
| MEAN, FOR
CALLIN® THE
WARDENS, WHEN
YOU FIRST PICKED
ME UP.

DAMN
STRAIGHT.

WHEN | TAKE
OFF MY CROWN,
I'M MORE THAN
JUST A PRETTY

FACE.

THINGS ARE
DIFFERENT OUT
HERE THAN
| THOUGHT.

| SET ASIDE SO MUCH
OF WHO | AM TO BE A
PRINCESS, BUT...
MAYBE THAT'S NOT
ALL | HAVE TO BE.

UM...
CAN | SAY
SOMETHING?

I REALLY THINK

| COULD MAKE A

DIFFERENGE WITH
WHAT |'VE LEARNED.

I DON'T KNOW
HOW IT'S GONNA
WORK... BUT | THINK
| HAVE TO GO BACK

AND FIX THINGS.
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YEAH! IF THAT'S

WHAT YOU WANT ¢
WELL, GOOD FOR : ..NOW WE'VE JUST
YOU FOR MAKING WE BELIEVE IN YOU! GOTTA FIGURE OUT
A DECISION. ; HOW THE HECK WE'RE
. GONNA RETURN
A PRINCESS.

THE CITY'S
DONE A REALLY
GREAT JOB
OF PROMOTING
THIS GAME.

I'M LOOKING
FORWARD
TO A FAIR

FIGHT

TOMORROW!

MAY THE
BEST MAN
WIN.




HE'S... A
HOLOGRAM...?
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OH, KATE!
SORRY,
I DIDN*T—...

NONE OF
YOUR DAMN
BUSINESS.

WHY WOULD |
WASTE TIME WITH
NICETIES WHEN WE

BOTH KNOW THE
TRUTH?

...IS
EVERYTHING
OKAY?

HEY!
YOU'VE DONE
NOTHING BUT

PUSH ME AWAY
SINCE WE MET!

WOULD IT
KILL YOU TO
LET SOMEONE

BE NICETO
You?

YOU'RE NOT
ONE OF US.

YOU NEVER
WILL BE.
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WE HAVE
NOTHING IN COMMON:
DIFFERENT LAWS,
DIFFERENT WORLDS,
DIFFERENT UNIVERSES.

YOU TALK
ABOUT CHANGE,
DOING “GOOD" WITH
WHAT YOU'VE BEEN
GIVEN, BUT | KNOW
YOUR TYPE...

YOU DON'T
KNOW ME.

...YOU'LL DO
ANYTHING TO
SAVE YOUR OWN
NECK, EVEN IF
IT MEANS
STEPPING
ON MINE.
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IN THE
IRATES!
el BATHROOM,

SCOTTIE?! I THINKI

/ ;

A

. I
WE'LL

HEY! DIDN'T YOU DISTRACT PAN, GRAB THE
SEE THE SIGN? THEM. PRINCESS AND
ATHLETES AND GO FOR THE BACK
THEIR CREWS DOOR- WE'LL
ONLY! MEET YOU AT
THE VALK!

Oll BEAT IT!
I'M ONLY
GONNA TELL
YOU ONCE!

THERE
THEY ARE! WHAT'S
GOING ON?!

BETTER NOT

BE STARTIN'

TROUBLE IN
MY BAR...
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SCOTTIE!
WE GOTTA GO!

BACK UP,
SWEETIE.
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YOU CRAZY
ENOUGH TO START
A BRAWL AT A
COSMOKNIGHT

YOU CRAZY
ENOUGH TO
PICK ANOTHER
FIGHT WITH
PIRATES?

HA!

BRING IT ON,
BEEFCAKE!
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SECURITY
CLEARANCE
ACCEPTED -
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CLOP CLOP cLop CLOP

WUMMMMMM mmw— DING!




PAN!
ONE OF ‘EM
FOLLOWED US|

ALMOST

WE JUST
HAVE TO

GET BACK
TO THE
VALK!

\ 4‘/

=

>

/ =
= AND THEN \
WHAT?7? 3
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STAY OUT
OF SIGHT,
SCOTTIE.

I'LL TAKE
CARE OF THIS.
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LYOU'LL

JARWA  HAVE TO GET
/ THROUGH ME.







BOTS!
THOSE

] CHEATING
J/ BASTARDS!

21
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OU MAY KNOW
TO FIGHT IN

Y

HOW GH

AN ARENA... BUT
CAN YOU HANDLE
THE REAL THING
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I'VE TRAINED
FOR THIS.

| WON'T
FAIL HER.

HA...
YOU'RE JUST
ANOTHER ONE OF
THE CAPITAL'S
PUPPETS!

AS LONG
AS YOU PLAY

YOU'RE TOYS
TO THEM!

HELL,
THIS IS WHAT
THEY WANT-

-TO WATCH
US DESTROY
EACH OTHER!




THEN STAND
DOWN!

ONCE THE NOBLES
GET WHAT THEY

WANT, THEY'LL
FORGET ABOUT
HER, Y'KNOW...
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TELL ME...
WHY RISK
YOUR LIFE
FOR HER?

...AND
THEY'LL
ABANDON
YOoU TO0O.
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THE ARENA?!

220

GOOD EVENING,
FIGHT FANS.

SORRY TO
INTERRUPT YOUR
REGULARLY SCHEDULED
PROGRAMMING, BUT WE'VE
GOT ONE MORE INTERVIEW
YOU'RE NOT GONNA WANT
TO MISS.




I'M LUCKY ENOUGH
TO BE AT AN EXCLUSIVE
PARTY TONIGHT WITH
SOME OF THE KNIGHTS
FROM COSMOPOL.

HEY!
DON'T BE SHY...
YOU'RE ON TV!

COSMOPOL ROBOTICS
MUST BE... TRYING
SOMETHING NEW.

HOLY SHIT...
THEY'RE GONNA
USE BOTS?!

THE GUESTS ARE
A LITTLE LIFELESS,
THOUGH.

THAT
ARENA'S A
DEATHTRAP...

NONE OF
US STAND A
CHANCE...




YOU KNOW, THESE
GAMES PROMISE SO
MUCH, YET DELIVER
SO LITTLE.

THEY CHAMPION HUMAN
EXCELLENCE, PERSEVERANCGE,
DETERMINATION... BUT WHEN
WAS THE LAST TIME SOMEONE

WHO WASN'T ALREADY

FILTHY RICH ACTUALLY

CLAIMED A CROWN?

THE NOBILITY NEVER INTEND
ON SHARING THEIR WEALTH,
AND THIS IS THE PROOF:
THE GAMES ARE RIGGED.

THEIR LAWS ROB
EVERYTHING FROM US...

...BUT TOGETHER,
WE CAN TAKE IT
ALL BACK.




I WILL NOT
SEE MY FRIENDS
PIE IN THE RING
TO MAINTAIN AN

ILLUSION.

OH, KATE,
GET OUTTA

TO ALL THE
“NOBLES” WATCHING
THIS, SAFE IN YOUR
TALL TOWERS:

THE JIG IS UP.
YOUR MOVE.




SORRY ABOUT THAT,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
WE'RE EXPERIENGING SOME,
UHH... TECHNICAL
DIFFICULTIES...

“MAY THE
BEST MAN WIN"

PAN! SHE'S UP
THERE! WE HAVE
TO HELP HER!

I CAN'T
‘| BELIEVE THIS...

HOW DID
YOouU-...

PAN! WE DON'T
HAVE TIME FOR
THIS RIGHT NOW/|
WE HAVE TO GO!
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STAY ALERT,
BUD— WE
GOTTA GO!

NO, WAIT-
THIS ISN'T OVER!
DON'T MOVE!










PERCY!
LET’S GO!




WHAT ARE
YOU DOING
HERE?

-.WHAT THE
HELL IS
GOING ON??

WHY ARE YOU
WITH THE
PRINCESS???

WHY ARE YOU
AFTER THE
PRINCESS?

—-BUT WAIT...
YOU'RE A
COSMOKNIGHT?

IT'S A
LONG
STORY!

| MEAN,
WE WEREN'T
GONNA HURT HER,
WE JUST-
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AND THAT
WOMAN
ON TV=—, ..

KATE!
SHE'S
WITH US!

AND EVERY THING
SHE SAID... IT'S
ALL TRVE!




TARA, ALL THAT STUFF
YOU WERE SAYING WE WANT
ABOUT THE EMPIRE, THE SAME
AND FIGHTING BACK— THING!

YOU HEARD
KATE— THINGS
ARE GONNA
CHANGE!

BUT MY
FRIENDS—
THEY'RE IN
TROUBLE-

| NEED
YOUR HELP.

PLEASE.

| KNOW WE
HAVE A LOT TO

TALK ABOUT, BUT

RIGHT NOW |




IDIDN'T
COME HERE
TO SAVE THE
GALAXY, PAN.

I HAVE MY OWN
SHIT TO TAKE
CARE OF.

PEOPLE ARE

RELYING ON
ME, TOO...

I'M SORRY,
I CAN'T—...

| CAN'T
JUST DROP
EVERY THING.

I CAN'T RISK
LETTING THEM
DOWN.
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I'M SORRY
| WASN'T
THERE WHEN
YOU NEEDED ME.

I'M SORRY

I'M LATE...

BUT | AM

HERE NOW. I DON'T KNOW
HOW TO FIX

EVERYTHING, AND

YOU CLEARLY
DON'T NEED

RESCUING...
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BUT YOU
ASKED ME TO
COME HELP
You, so...










OF COURSE!
JUST LIKE WE
ALWAYS TALKED
ABOUT!

234

BUT Y'ALL
BETTER BE
FOR REAL.

THEN
WE CAN
CATCH UP
LATER!

YOUR FRIENDS
NEED HELP
UP THERE?
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BEE! THE
ARENA!

DISTURBANCE
DETECTED. ..
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MAYBE
THEY WERE
EXPECTING

TROUBLE!

YOU EVER
SEE ONE OF
THOSE BEFORE?

NOT IN A CITY!
THEY MUST'VE
DEPLOYED THEM
FOR THE GAME!

WHAT KIND
OF TROUBLE,
A FREAKIN'
MILITARY
INVASION?
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HALT!
IDENTIFY
YOURSELVES.

e

YOou
CAN'T FIGHT

THIS THING, ///
CASS. SEARCHING« « « THAT
e || N

STAY

JUST GET
BEHIND ME. READY TO

buck!!!
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YOU'RE
you! WELCOME...
OUTTA MY CAPTAIN.
SEAT!

SHE WENT
AFTER YOUR
CRAZY FRIEND!

OKAY,
EVERYBODY
BUCKLE IN!
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CAN'T BULLSHIT
YOUR WAY OUT

OF THIS ONE,
KATE.
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OKAY...
| SEE WHY YOU
PRINCESSES ARE
SO INTO BEING
RESCVED.

Goop To |

YOuU SEE YOU TOO,
crazy | ! CASS. i
BITCH!

NICE WORK,
PRINGCESS.







THEY GOT THE
CASTLE'S POWER
BACK UP.

CHARGING
INITIATED.

NOBLE
ZONE DETECTED-

PLEASE... "

TRANSMISSION ' (OGO AHE L ME S MISTAKE....
RECOVERED - .

THERE ARE PIRATES
ABOARP... I'M HIDING, P;i:‘SE
BUT I'M SO SCARED.

THEY'RE COMING.
YOU HAVE TO HURRY...
YOU HAVE TO GET HELP.

DON'T LEAVE ME
ALONE UP HERE.




LOOKS LIKE
YOUR CREW IS
HERE, TARA.

C'MON...
| WANT YOU
TO MEET ‘EM.
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ALL RIGHT,

ALL RIGHT, PAN! BE
TAKE IT CAREFUL!
EASY...

OH NO!
YOUR LEG—
ARE YOU
OKAY?!

Y'KNOW, I'VE
BEEN THINKIN'...
I MIGHT ACTUALLY
STICK AROUND
AFTER ALL.

259

I'M FINE,
SUGAR... HEY...

JUST A YOU'RE NOT
SCRATCH. GONNA TRY AND |
KIDNAP ME AGAIN, [
ARE YOU?

NAH.
NOT IF YOU'RE
ONE OF US.




HEY- YOU
WERE THE CHICK
ON TV, RIGHT?

ALL GOOD.
EVERYONE
MAKE IT
ouT?
YEAH...
WE'RE BANGED
UP, BUT WE'RE
ALL HERE!

EVERYONE,

I'D LIKE YOU TO
MEET THE CREW
OF THE VALK-
BEE, CASS, KATE,
SCOTTIE, AND PAN.

AND VALK
CREW... WELL,
THIS IS EVERYONE.
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YOU NUT!
NEXT TIME
WARN A GIRL
BEFORE YOU RUN
OFF LIKE THATH

PRETTY
BADASS.







BREAKING
NEWS...

.TONIGHT, THE GALAXY
WATCHED AS PISASTER
UNFOLPED IN IRONVEIN.

AUTHORITIES ARE
STILL TRYING TO PIECE
TOGETHER THE TIMELINE

OF EVENTS THAT LED TO
IRONVEIN ARENA CRASHING
INTO THE PLANET'S
SURFACE LESS THAN
AN HOUR AGO.

NO CASUALTIES
WERE REPORTED,
BUT THE COST OF
PROPERTY DAMAGE
IN ADDITION TO THE
CANCELLATION OF
THE TOURNAMENT IS

ESTIMATED TO BE

IN THE BILLIONS.




THE MOTIVES OF THE ATTACK
REMAIN UNCLEAR, ALTHOUGH A
WANTED FUGITIVE BY THE NAME OF
KATARINA ROSE BROADCASTED
A MESSAGE SHORTLY
BEFORE THESE EVENTS.

GALACTIC
AUTHORITIES ARE
ALSO WORKING TO
) IDENTIFY A CARGO
I... MAY HAVE VESSEL RECORDED
SOME THINGS AT THE SCENE.
TO FILL You :
IN ON.

RECOVERED FOOTAGE
SHOWS TWO POTENTIAL
SUSPECTS THAT MAY
NOW BE ABOARD THIS
SPACECRAFT.

ADDITIONALLY,
TWO ROYAL
FAVORS WERE
PINGED ON THE
IRONVEIN NOBLE
GRID TONIGHT—

OUR SOURCES

INDICATE THESE SIGNALS IRONVEIN CASTLE IS
MAY IN FACT BE CONNECTED OFFERING A REWARD TO
TO A MUCH LARGER WEB OF ANYONE WHO PROVIDES
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY GOING INFORMATION LEADING

BACK SEVERAL YEARS. TO THE CAPTURE OR

ARREST OF ANY OF

THESE INDIVIDUALS.

—ONE BELONGING TO
A PRINCESS REPORTED
MISSING FIVE YEARS AGO,
AND THE OTHER NOW
BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN
ABDUCTED WITHIN THE
LAST FEW WEEKS.

WELL...
POUR ONE
OUT FOR OUR
JOUSTING
CAREERS.

263



I'M TOLD WE ARE NOW
RECEIVING A TRANSMISSION
FROM PLANET VIRIDIAN'S
FORMER ROYAL FAMILY,
WHO FAMOUSLY ABDICATED
THE THRONE FIVE YEARS AGO
TO SEARCH FOR THEIR
MISSING DAUGHTER.

HER
FAVOR WAS
ONE OF TWO

PINGED AT
THE SCENE.

ARE WE ON? e

THIS THING |- ~ c
WORKIN'? \ el

a
a

TARA..
IF YOU'RE
OUT THERE,
LISTENING
TO THIS...

HOLD ON
ALITTLE
LONGER...
WE'RE ON
OUR WAY.

WE JUST NEED
YOU TO KNOW...
EVERYTHING IS
DIFFERENT NOW.

...WE'VE BEEN
LOOKIN' FOR
YOU FOR A
LONG TIME.
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...AND NOW, WE GO
LIVE TO IRONVEIN
CASTLE, WHERE THE
KING IS ABOUT TO
MAKE AN OFFICIAL
STATEMENT.

OUR CITY
REMAINS STRONG
AS WE CONTEND
WITH TONIGHT'S
UNPRECEDENTED

EVENTS.

JOUSTING HAS LONG BEEN
A SYMBOL OF OPPORTUNITY
IN OUR SOLAR SYSTEM, BUT
TODAY YOU WATCHED WITH
YOUR OWN EYES AS TRAITORS [\l
ATTEMPTED TO VANDALIZE
A SAGRED INSTITUTION.

CITIZENS OF
THE GALAXY,
GOOD EVENING.

DESPITE WHAT THEY
WOULD HAVE YOU BELIEVE,
THE ONLY TRUTHS REVEALED
TONIGHT WERE THE IDENTITIES
OF THIEVES, WHO WILL
NOT GO UNPUNISHED.

MAKE NO MISTAKE:
THIS DISRUPTION WAS
NOTHING MORE THAN THE
WORK OF CRIMINALS WHO
WOULD SEE OUR EMPIRE
DISSOLVE INTO CHAOS.
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WE WILL NOT BE
INTIMIDATED.

LIFE IN OUR
KINGDOM WILL
CONTINVE AS IT
ALWAYS HAS.



...AND RATHER THAN
RESCHEDULE THE ENTIRE
TOURNAMENT, WE HAVE

INSTEAD HAND-PICKED AN

APPROPRIATE SUITOR.

WE ARE
PLEASED TO
ANNOUNCE THAT WE
WILL PROCEED WITH
A CANDIDATE FROM
THE CAPITAL OF
COSMOPOL...

ARE THEY
SERIOUS?

WE WILL
REMAIN STRONG.
THIS WILL NOT BE A
TIME OF MOURNING,
BUT A TIME FOR
CELEBRATION.

NOW, IN LIGHT OF THESE
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS, WE
HAVE CONCLUDED THAT IT
IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF

THE CITIZENS OF THE GALAXY
TO PROCEED WITH A
CORONATION AS PLANNED—

-..AND
PREPARATIONS
WILL BE MADE AT
ONCE TO UNITE
OUR TWO GREAT
KINGDOMS.

THIS WAS

THEIR PLAN

FROM THE
START.
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HOO...
THAT'S
GONNA PISS
A LOT OF
PEOPLE
OFF.




LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN...
SEE YOU AT

THE WEDDING.
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OKAY,
EVERYONE...
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WAS JUST THE
BEGINNING.

“Queer romance, friendship, and wild
mech battles against the patriarchy?
I'm not sure what more you'd need.”

—Barnes & Noble Reads (Best of the Month) :

“A gorgeous and timely
space adventure saga.’¢

— Publishers Weekly (starr?w ) -




