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FOR ONCE,

T PON’T
EVEN MIND.
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PERMANENT, MOM?
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DEGENERATIVE . . . $0, HER LUNGS WILL
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SHE GROWS LP. NOT BETTER.
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U OPEN YOUR POOR
TO ONE GHOST ... .

You GUYS,
T GOTTA Go!!
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INVITING
EVERY
GHOST
To coME
INSIPE.

THAT’S KINDA
THE POINT. TO
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WANDERING
SPIRITS.

IT’S TRUE.
THAT’S WHAT Goop
NEIGHBORS Po.

BUT WE'LL
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A FEW NOTES ABOUT

GHOSTS

BAHIA DE LA LUNA

Bahia de la Luna was inspired by foggy coastal Northern California,
where | grew up. I've always had an appreciation for the windswept
coastline, the gnarly cypress trees, and especially the seaside town
of Half Moon Bay, which is famous for its artichoke fields, pumpkin
farms, and cheerful, laid-back Halloween vibe. | wanted Bahia de
la Luna to feel like that, and the characters who live there to reflect
the laid-back, gnarly, slightly haunted atmosphere.

DiA DE LOS MUERTOS
Dia de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead, is an ancient tradition
that is now largely celebrated in Mexico and throughout the world.
Instead of mourning the loss of loved ones, Mexican culture chooses
to celebrate and honor the dead each year at the beginning
of November, building altars (ofrendas) in homes, parks, and
cemeteries, and decorating them with flowers, food, photographs,
and other personal items. Although Day of the Dead represents the
afterlife, there is something undeniably joyous about it!

| was very fortunate to attend San Francisco’s annual Day of the
Dead celebration during the course of creating this book. Thousands
of people came together to dress up, build altars, light candles,
and remember their loved ones. It was one of the most beautiful,
respectful, and moving experiences I've ever had. Many of the
visuals from the celebration scene in Ghosts came directly from that
night, as | sat, sketched, and observed everything and everyone
around me. The process of creating a book is not unlike letting go
of the things that haunt your past. Making peace with your ghosts
is as profound as the idea of life itself. And at the end of the day,

love transcends life and death.





images/00224.jpg





images/00102.jpg
You PIDN’T WANT ME
AROUNPD. T GET IT.

NOo,
1IT°S NoT
THAT ...

T
T NEEDED
GuESS SOMETHING oF
MY OWN.

SOMETHING THAT WAS
JUST FOR ME.

150





images/00223.jpg
DO You REMEMBER
BEING BORN?

BUT THAT
MUST HAVE BEEN
TERRIBLE FOR
YOUR FAMILY.

DYING’S
THE SAME.

THE NEXT
MINOTE, T WAS
STILL ME, 80T

LIKE THIS.

ALL T kNow
1S, THEY HAVEN'T
FORGOTTEN ME, 0R
ELSE T WOULDN’T
BE HERE, LIKE
THIS; TONIGHT!






images/00209.jpg
pIp Yoo

SEE THAT’S SENORA -
PABLO? MANZANO . .. SHE USED I7 ] 'SSAL, AREAL
TSNT HE To BE THE MAYOR! % PIRATE ...
cuTe?!

THAT GROLP
OF WOMEN WERE
FASHIONISTAS IN
THE 194oS!

SOoME oF THEM
CAN SPEAK,
AND SOME oF
THEM CANT ...

8UT, IF You GIVE
THEM JUST A TINY &IT
OF YOURSELF ...

188





images/00208.jpg
AWW. MISSING ARI AND YOUR
FRIENDS FROM BACK HOME?

BUT EVERYONE HERE
IS TOTALLY 0BSESSED
WITH GHOSTS! CoN’T You
THINKIT’S WEIRD?!

You JUST NEVER
NOTICED THEM.

T MEAN, T°M GLAD
WE MOVED, BECAVSE
IT’S BETTER FOR
MAYA’S HEALTH . . .

How Do You kNow THERE
WEREN’T JUST AS MANY GHOSTS
IN OUR OLD TOWN?
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CAT.
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BUT IT’S NOT LIKE THAT’S EVER
GOING To HAPPEN.
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BETTER TEXTER THAN THAT.
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To GET Too FREAKED OUT.)






images/00201.jpg





images/00078.jpg
UM, HELLO!






images/00080.jpg
TRICK OR TREAT!

OH) WAIT, T WAS GOING To
SUGGEST WE AVOID THIS --






images/00079.jpg





images/00082.jpg
ms
Be==

[






images/00081.jpg





images/00084.jpg





images/00083.jpg
LISTEN ... T NEEP To GO
CHAT WITH THE BAND. T10 JOSE,
WILL YOO HANG oUT WITH CAT
FOR A LITTLE WHILE?

How PIP You
PIE, JOSE?

You PoN’T
REMEMBER
ITAT ALL?
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TS THIS A FAMILY
RECIPE) JUANA?

YES, MY

GIRLS, T WISH YO COULD HAVE
TASTEP YOUR GRANDMA’S TAMALES.
YOoU WOoULD HAVE LOVED THEM.

MOTHER’S.

MY MOTHER PASSED AWAY SHORTLY
AFTER CATRINA WAS BORN.

N

e~

TS EVERYTHING AsOUT
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WHAT?
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DiA DE LOS MUERTOS!

DAY oF THE DEAPD.
You kNow, LIke
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THE ARCADE USED TO BE A
BATHHOUSE FOR THE TOWN’S
RESIDENTS! EVENTUALLY; GAMES
AND AMUSEMENTS WERE APDED,
WHICH SOON BECAME MORE
POPULAR THAN THE BATHS.

CAN You
STILL PLAY
THE GAMES?

BUT THE GHOSTS HAVE RIGGED
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VY e
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T PONNo! BYE, JAE! 0 BYE FOREVER,
BYE, RY! YE, CATRINAS
SEO YOUNG! COULRAGE!!

EVERYTHING LOOKS
ALL RIGHT
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T FOUND THIS NEAT
PRIFTWOOD . . . SOME
PURPLE FLOWERS ...

OoH; T’LL GET You
SOME MARIGOLDS
WHEN THEY
BLOOM -- THE
OFFICIAL FLOWER
oF THE DEAD.

OH, ANP CHEC K. OUT - HMM. .. KEEPING SEASHELLS
THIS SEASHELL! SEASHELL? IN YOUR HOUSE IS BAD LUCK.

UNLESS YoU WANT To LORE THE

DISCONTENTED UNDEAD!"
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CYSTIC FIBROSIS

Cystic fibrosis is a genetic disease that causes thick, sticky mucus
to build up in the lungs, making breathing difficult and leading
to frequent infections. Some of the treatments Maya endures in

this story are the vibrating vest designed to break up the mucus in
her lungs (making it easier to cough out); extra nutrition delivered
through a port in her belly while she sleeps; and, eventually, a
breathing tube to administer more oxygen. Scar tissue can build up
in the lungs following infections, reducing the space available for
air to pass through. In some cases, CF patients need to undergo
lung transplants. While there is no cure, improved treatments for
CF have greatly extended the life expectancy of patients. | chose
to write about cystic fibrosis because breathing is a huge theme
in this story. Ghosts can't breathe, and Maya can't breathe very
well herself. Cat has normal lungs, but she is offen anxious and
sometimes needs to be reminded to stop and breathe deeply. You
can learn more about cystic fibrosis at www.cff.org.
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NO, GIRLS. NOVEMBER FIRST. TT°S A DAY To
WELCOME BACK THE SPIRITS OF THE LOVED ONES
WE’VE LOST. T HAVEN’T CELEBRATED IN YEARS.

THIS TOWN TAKES IT

PRETTY SERIOUSLY. /4 voyp

GUYS HAVE A
PARADE OR
SOMETHING?

HEHEH . . . WE GO FAR BEYOND
PARADES HERE.

BUT IT’S JUST PRETEND, RIGHT?
You GUYS PONT ACTUALLY
BELIEVE GHOSTS COME BACK.
TOVISIT...RIGHT?!
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