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OEBPS/image_rsrcGMW.jpg
If it meant she could almost never
leave the village or her small social
circle as she grew up— —Eleanor told herself that
was of little consequence.

After all, she got to spend her
time with her two favorite people.

Where Eleanor's father
had been the first son—
inheriting the house, estate,
and enough money to get by—

Charlotte's father was the youngest and, being rather
disliked by his conservative parents, inherited nothing.

His position in the church and business
experiments struggled to provide enough for
his daughter to be educated as a lady.

So Eleanor's parents, who thought of
themselves as very kind, agreed to take

Charlotte in until she was twenty-one
and old enough to marry.

The two grew as
close as sisters.

—was
George.






OEBPS/image_rsrcGN8.jpg
Thatis not a
task suitable for
a young lady—

She knows the land,
the tenants. She's always been
the more sensible of the two.

You may not understand
her, but it would be best to leave
her to do as she sees fit
in all matters.

These are my wishes,
Margaret, and L insist
you see them done.

As her aunt,
T shall of course
care for the child to
the very best of my
ability after you
pass on...

But what
Georgiana needs
most is a man to

take on the
burden.

p—
She needs a
suitable husband,
and T shall make it
my mission to find
her one as soon
as possible.

And 50, George's intended fate was decided.

11
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Your aunt was
telling me you'll be
off to London
soon, George?

She has
this idea I'll meet
some man at a ball and
change my mind about
getting married.

She thinks T
can't manage the
estate on my

Only another few
months till you come
of age and the placeis |
yours, though. £
Then you
cando as you

[ Notif T
\ canhelpit.

She's just been
threatening more
than ever to “introduce
me to society." A

Everyone knows

you're practically

running Chilworth
already.

Maisie! )

Don't get
George muddy,
her aunt'll have

my guts for
garters. Let's






OEBPS/image_rsrcH06.jpg
Until we reach
the lovely view
up the next hill.

It's a charming
idea for an outing,
Eleanor, but...how
much farther
did you want to

—and don't
We are so you think Eleanor
honored to be old friends looks the picture
of the Woodfords—T think of gentility in her

And
what beautif]
weather—

To be sure,
it is very hot, but
he countryside is 4]
beautiful, T am all
amazement, and 5
wonderful for my
Sophie to have sucl
elegant friends—

It's fashionable
for young ladies to
pretend rot to be
interested, you know.
T think Eleanor likely
to come around...
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OEBPS/image_rsrcGRM.jpg
T have to say, Henry,
you're the best company
we've had all evening.

Poor Charlotte

hasn't seemed to
make any promising
connections...

S0 hopefully T shall
See you again very soon.
Perhaps you can show
me around!

Yes,
excellent.

T shall be sad to part,
but as it happens I've a
particular friend who lives
very close to Upper
Tidbury.

I've been
meaning to
visit.

Have you Mhmm
George! been with John MS;W' Johr, )
PP everything’s normal,
There you all night? hall we go?
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(A village called

Upper Tidbury)





OEBPS/image_rsrcGXW.jpg
It's not bad to
be fun, George. |
Or fashionable!

| Y : / T suppose
Perhaps rich young v you think his idea
gentlemen should be 4 . = to hold a dance
allowed to dowhat T m A1 very frivolous
they like, evenifitis

too.
alittlesilly, o

7 As Tunderstand it,
% he's not rich until some
relative of his dies—

At present he
couldn't even marry
if he wanted to and
rather lives outside

his means.

Well, since the
grandest house in
town declines to put
on social events—so we
never have any—

he thinks T
could organize
one at the inn.

It's not a
scheme to prevent §
your happiness,

A dance?
Where?

None of the bigger

rooms at Chilworth Hall
8 areingood enough
repair.

Besides,
T wouldn't know
how to put on
adance.

Eleanor knew she could not compete
with Sophie at French or the pianoforte
to prove herself to George—

It's a great deal
of work...the people to
persuade and smooth over,
the decorations and
food and drink.

Though I have to
say if anyone could
manage to organize
such a thing, it would
certainly be you...






OEBPS/image_rsrcGY8.jpg
apples were

very good and such
beautiful decorations. _

I think Eleanor shall | Did you see her -

‘ be just like her mother talking with Mr. Whitby? \) Yes, aunt,
and throw the most What a fine couple. T cansee.
wonderful parties one
day when she is /
married.

onbuts §

must speak to
Mr. Woodford to
1 tell him how very
) well T think of
2\ his daughter—
-

Q

Sophie, U No, please! Oh, You needn't
[l how do you Only, T'm afraid apologize. T'm quite
& do. T find myself rather 4 the same, only all
tired this evening— the time...

not likely to
make a pleasant
companion at all.

Not at all.
| T amverygladof
your company.

T only wish
more people
seemed s0.
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208

Then why are
youinamood?
Some more mundane
controversy, then...

Do you still wear
Father's clothes
around the house
when you think no
one will see?

As long as you
run the estate and
no terrible misstep

on your part endangers

your life—or my allowance—

You can go around being

as strange as

you like.

I'll take
thatasa





OEBPS/image_rsrcGXP.jpg
Not long after Sophie arrived, Mr. Henry Whitby finally decided to make his visit too.

George's brother in London
had extended an invitation with
the ease of a man who would
not actually have to be there.

Soat John’s insistence
and Eleanor’s urging, George
let Henry stay at Chilworth Hall.

fine day for
awalk!

Eleanor found Henry had the right sort of look
and manner. He was the kind of person her mother ¢
would have expected her to associate with, quaint little
place!

What a very
sweet little country
#l shop. T must buy
\ scmething here.

‘l'
7 Almost never..
nobody really has
a suitable room.

She thought him rather agreeable.
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Why do you leave
half the manor shut
up and covered?

Because
I don't need
most of the house.
Keeping it open would
be a meaningless
and extravagant
expense.

But what
about...keeping up
appearances?

Who for?
Who do T need
to impress?

7 TLdon't
impress you
already?

You put too
much stock in that
sort of nonsense,
Eleanor!

Z)
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FU

o

T know this
place well—let me
track down Henry
first, you wait

T didn't know
you had a much
more handsome
brother.

Oh! Yes...my

brother. wno
T've never spoken
of before...

You ought to be careful,
George, You could cause
some frightful confusion if
you keep going about like

this in public. : \ I shall
keep that
in mind.





OEBPS/image_rsrcGUG.jpg
T cannot agree. It's
a perfect resemblance
in every feature. I never = Oh, the flowers!
saw §uch a‘likeness Eleanor, you are much too
in my life. -\ kind. It's so wonderful!

Itis
exactly
Y right...

Perfect
in every

Although T
like to draw a little,
it's Charlotte who
is truly accomplished.

She has the most
elegant handwriting,
and her needlework is
the most beautiful
T've ever seen.

Sophie and
T must arrange
the tea, but I'm
sure she'd love to
show you...





OEBPS/image_rsrcGV0.jpg
There were men in
London who seemed to
like you well enough,

But I didn't
like any of them
back.

or Philip.

I don't want
If you a route into high
married one of > society.
them, you'd be I don't want
invited to visit to be a curiosity or
grand estates and exotic accessory.
mix with the best
people at all the 0\
vight parties. T have no
interest in spending
my life trying to appeal
to people that do not
welcome me.

Philipisn't
unwelcoming...

Toyou.
He simply doesn't
think of me.
Finding a match is
difficult for people who
don't have a fortune—
and more difficult
for people like me.

What do you
mean, “people
like you"?

You know
- \ what T mean.

Well... when T
look at a person,
T don't see their

color, only their
personality.

Ellie. Surely you
can see that people
treat me differently

than you?
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Sophie Shah was exactly the kind of
girl Eleanor thought very beautiful.

Eleanor liked Sophie's eyelashes, and
her figure, and the way her hair curled
just so at the nape of her neck.

Which is an
o entirely normal
» 4 way to think of

& a friend.
L3
» w
—but she came from
ﬁ‘ no money of her own.

Sophie had been the companion to a
lady from a wealthy, well-thought-of
family. She'd been out in society
and met all kinds of people—

When she was a child, her parents’
ship had been lost on a journey from
India, and she'd been left with nothing.

Sophie had found herself back in Upper
Tidbury with her last remaining English
family, an aunt named Miss Baker.
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(MORE) FIND 0UT MORE

A few of the things the author read before writing this book, of particular relevance:

History of gender and sexuality

Gentleman Jack: A Biography of Anne Lister, Regency Landowner, Seducer and
Secret Diarist, by Angela Steidele (2017) primarily, as well as Genzleman Jack: The
Real Anne Lister, by Anne Choma and Sally Wainwright (2019). Much is owed to
Helena Whitbread, who first decrypted and edited Lister’s diaries for publication,
and her first biographer, Jill Liddington.

Female Husbands: A Trans History, by Jen Manion (2020). Written with an
academic approach that doesn’t place them in modern gender categories, this
book looks at historical records of people assumed to be women who lived as
men, particularly in 1700s and 1800s England and the US.

Surpassing the Love of Men: Romantic Friendship and Love Between Women from
the Renaissance to the Present, by Lillian Faderman (1981). This is an older book
with no discussion in terms of trans identity, but a useful classic overview of

lesbian history in northern Europe and the US.

Black history in the Georgian era in England

Black and British: A Forgotten History, by David Olusoga (updated version
2021)—this is what I read first, but I also really recommend Black and British: A

Short, Essential History (2020) for younger readers or a shorter overview.

Black England: A Forgotten Georgian History, by Gretchen Gerzina (originally
published in 1995, updated 2022).

Episode 53 of the free podcast Berwixz the Sheets, “Black Georgians,” also has a
great, very accessible interview with Gretchen Gerzina discussing and introducing

the subject.

Or for a free online starting point, Historic England’s Inclusive Heritage—“Black
Lives in England,” about the 1700s and 1800s.
(historicengland.org.uk/research/inclusive-heritage/the-slave-trade-and-abolition

/sites-of-memory/black-lives-in-england/)





OEBPS/image_rsrcGSS.jpg
You're so
kind to me, T suppose
Eleanor, you're sorry
sokind.  you couldn’t stay
onin London
too...

And you
have enough
blankets?

Oh...well...
yes. Yes, T
think so.

Not at all, Papa,

I'm always very

happy to be here
with you.
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The match

was only formally —

arranged last
week,

but of course
we've known each
other much
longer.

The church.
Caroline always
was very interested
in...the Lord’s...
work.

T wanted
to see you,
to say...

Yes!yes.  Yesishe's
Splendid,  Mentioned you,

naturally. And
Your work in
the...

Miss Kingsley! ‘

T do apologize for
not bemg ready.

Congratulations!

\  On your engagement.
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And it wasn't only the time she spent with George
that improved. Chores felt easier to bear, and even
difficult truths she'd been avoiding felt easier to face.

... T don't think "\
my mother would h
have liked this.

When she
said I'd meet
a handsome
gentleman, T'm
not sure this is
quite what she
expected.

she wasn't
always right.

isn't up
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..When the snow
clears, T think I'd be
better off visiting
George.

Do please have
everyone take the
rest of the day
off, Beth.

I shan't have
you or any of the
servants working on
New Year's to service
a single person.

<

I shall
manage on
my own for one

Only if afternoon,

you're quite
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FSSSHHH.

Are you well, Eleanor?
You have been very quiet
recently. You don't have a

chill, do you? A fever?

The ague?

\/ No, Papa,
I'mquite

Where is Georgiana
lately? I do hope you've
not had a falling out. And
Charlotte, where is she
this afternoon?

We were invited
George is still in to a wonderful dinner
London on business y there at Christmas,
but will return soon— You can't mean don't you remember?
T had a letter this the old farmer They're very fine
morning. and his children?

And Charlotte
is visiting the
Millers, Papa.

Oh yes, yes...
it was rather jolly, T

suppose. Well, T hope
she took a shawl...
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’ Eleanor!
Would you d
me the honor
of adance?

Oh—Henry
promised me the first
dance, and T thought...
Silly of me, T suppose.

any promise of
Henry’s is worth
farthing.

No, he will keep

his promises. He has It only seems...
a fine character.  Perhaps more changeable

than one would hope.






OEBPS/image_rsrcGWJ.jpg
I find
Sorry. it easier to
let myself in concentrate—
at the side...

Do skirts...
affect your | 7
thinking? N ugh. That
must sound even

don't have more foolish.

to think
\ about my

I wouldn't
wear my father's

clothes outdoors.
T was expecting to T suppose everyone

be alone. t would make a fuss if
you went out dressed
like that—

the vicar

especially.
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Without a
fortune of my own,
I shall have to marry
to secure my future,
even if the options
are...limited.

But, Charlotte,
you can do better Well, Z'd like
than Philip. enough money to go to
London whenever T liked
to visit my parents—

We should
all go to
London.

My father
would never agree
tocomeandmake  and he'd have
introductions  a nervous attack
for us, i we were gone
too long.

Andit's
50 much
\ money—

29
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CHAPTER ix

A Scandal in London
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Hardly knew But he was
the man. terribly rich, so
T'll be heading off to QMW

his house in town
next week,

As T hope
to inherit rather a
large fortune.

S0 I'mnot
sure when T shall
return, if at al/! For

I may be a very
rich man!

Well, T'm sure all
of Tidbury shall miss
you, but I certainly
wish you the very best
in your endeavors!

What a
capital idea!
You are always

Perhaps S0 full of good
we ought to ideas, Eleanor.
organize a last
outing before your
departure.

179





OEBPS/image_rsrcGYU.jpg
Firet, You need

Iirlwfh/a:ac;: D to actually
above, hold my waist,

like this. 2 George.

You're
tense.

Keep your
shoulders
loose—
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I suppose T might
be in love with h

We are good friends...
and he is a man...which
must be...what love 572

But then, he's certainly not
such a good friend as George.

4
4““&9

Nuees

TR

Ty
LTI

»

N~ A
» ’ I can’t imagine caring about him

. as much as I care for George.

{

E :
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This is Mr. S
Wilmington-

Well, here T am, Aunt, Thorpe—

with eligible young friends,
as promised.

May I present Z
Miss Eleanor and Charlotte \{ Whereare
Woodford and Miss—er— the drinks?

Apleasure,
Miss Woodford—and to dance?
Miss Woodford! up from the T expect such
country! a charming young
lady must be in very
high demand...
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T suppose...
. you must think it
Well, not the very shameful.
details.

But T know
something’s
going on you haven't

told me, and really
feel very miserable
about it all.

Not
shameful...
T could never be
ashamed of
you, George.

And we shan't let
it affect our friendship.
But T am shocked.
Somehow it doesn't
seem...in your
character.
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You won't - She has this
tell Eleanor, idea T should marry
will you? | Philip; for his
= income...

Ah. T imagine
she thinks she's
doing what's best
for you.

But T hardly
see her at present,
50 you're quite
safe there.

. They found themself increasingly
She's fine, Although George had inclined to be flexible.
George. L. resolved to avoid Eleanor

, for a lifetime, two
T'msure months already seemed

she'd ap’prteciate || rather too much to bear.
a visit.

I would
like to.

If time
allows.

And T'll try

to get her to

come to the
party.
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\ “I“‘

Well...you could
set aside something
for Charlotte with
your money.

Don't
you think you
have a—a moral
obligation—

—or rather that it
is agentleman’s
honorable duty to
right their wrong?

Besides, I plan
to stay here with you
and have no use for my
marriage fund. Perhaps
something ought to be
done with it.

I think it very likely it
would prevent Charlotte
from the terrible misfortune Without
of having to move very your help,
far away. she may well have to
live in some awful, busy
place like London and
could not afford to
visit us.

Where you
would have to
visit her.
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"X
{l | sogoodat
| drawing...

Is this Georgiana?
It's a good likeness. 7 We used to be
\ / playmates when T
first moved to England.
Before I was a lady's
companion.

Oh, yes—
you know
George?

Wow there
arealot of

Only because T
couldn’t get George's L
nose right. 4
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g Wonderful to see ., Welcome!

you, Mr. Woodford! . 2 Please, do
An honor! &

N

And a very \
happy Christmas
for tomorrow!

4 Philipis already N~ Oh, wonderful. °
| here and very keel Doesn't he want to

\. speak to you?

But of course!
T shall sit with
you around the

other side.

I think
perhaps my
father ought
to have the
warmest

& : f ‘1 — ) -
sea L : \3(\
Y,
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George.
Your capability and
femininity have no

bearing on the
matter.

T care about
you a great deal, and if
you were to slip and twist your
ankle in the dark and perish in
a blizzard, T would never

Nobody
is going home
on foot.

Besides, T Philip has offered to
can't find my gloves, You and take me in his carriage
but my fatheris  Charlotte could once I'm ready.
itching to be gone.  see him safely
home together.

You are very
virtuous to sacrifice so
much for your father's

comfort.

He's
harmless.

that could
happen?
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You don't
think you'd
enjoy it?

I don't
enjoy the
company.
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Girls!
Where are you?
Georgiana's
aunt sent a
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But you can be
cast out from society
or charged for adultery,

George—

S0 Lexpect he

would understand.

Surely God
loves us how
we are made.

Surely some of
them will be married and
not respectable...

—And you

ought to be
ever wanted to
introduce me.

Only if you're
found out.

—which is
also asin.

Iplan to
be a respectable
married woman.
So do all of my
friends—

' Married?
MeZzZ






OEBPS/image_rsrcH5A.jpg
With Eleanor and George's help,
Robert's prospects were looking
brighter and closer to what they
ought to be—and along with
them, Charlotte's too.

No one's lived in it for
years, 50 it needs some work.
But now the land's my father's,
we can do anything with it.

By next year we
can have it ready in

say, any guest—could
stay easily.

Charlotte still had to be practical—but
for the first time, she saw the possibility
of building a life with some chance to
be a little fanciful on occasion too.

And I thought—
if you were to agree, Or we could do it
and you wanted—you  together; only T don't
might want to choose have much of a sense of
the furnishings. color, and T'd want it to
3 feel like your home—
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80

No, Ellie, of
course T want to

see you—all the
time. Butit's—

| just want
everything to

quite busy with the estate
from now on...I shan't be
able to visit as often.

Perhaps
not all of us
can be normal,
Eleanor.

You're still
serious about
this?

That's it, you're
eighteen now, so you're
all grown up? Too serious
and important to see
me any longer?

It's...not
agoodidea. /4
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T thought perhaps
when Charlotte and Robert

get married, T might be a more | "‘

frequent visitor to keep
you both company,

if you didn't mind
me coming to stay
more often.

Her mother
always used to say
she'd be happiest
with a husband...

But growing up,
she always seemed
to have very little
interest in men.

I myself am rather
pleased she has no
inclination to marry.

Oh! No, T am very
glad to hear it, very
glad indeed. T should
like your company, and
I'm sure Eleanor
would too.

She's been

so happy
lately.

I think T
rather share
your opinion.
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CHAPTER iv

An Intimate Friendship
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T did spend a
little time in society,
but I'mnot sure T
know that dance. ¢ I 50 his hand

Oh, T can
tell I'm going
wrong! 4

No, you're
doing well! You
look perfect.

would be...on
your waist.

It's just your
feet aren't in the
right place...

Have you
ever been
in love?

It's a secret—
you mustn't tell
anyone...

leanor wondered why she always seemed to want to
be closer to her friends than they wanted to be to her.
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People have always
had short hair for lots
of different reasons,
but yes—

&: Did women really have short bair?

short hair gained popularity
as a fashion choice for upper class
wommen (or people seen as women) in
France around this time, when classical |
styles became more popular after /
the French revolution. g

: FIND OUT MORE
: Kaz Rowe’s video “The VERY Complicated
+  History of Women with Short Hair,”on

The 1802 Journal de Paris claimed more
than half of elegant women wore their hair in this
“Titus” style; it can be seen in lots of portraits from this
era, including on some fashionable English women.

YouTube at the time of writing. (Kaz helped
with this history corner section; thanks Kaz.)

“ecsssssscessssssssscsssssssssennnns

What about
the rest of the
clothes?

Things like
this sleeve style
are based on fashion
plates from
the time.

Most of the dresses and
spencers (jackets) or pelisses
(outdoor coat dresses) are based
on originals in the Victoria € Albert
Museum and the Metropolitan
Museum of Art.

And there's evidence

of queer women at the time
like the "ladies of Liangollen”
wearing riding habits and top
hats that were considered
more “masculine.”

FIND OUT MORE
The Victoria and Albert Museum and archives in
London and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York both have online fashion collections
with lots of examples of European fashion.

Were corsets
really restrictive
and painful?

There are also lots of YouTubers who talk about
historical costume: Mina Le, Karolina Zebrowska,
Cheyney McKnight (NotYourMommasHistory) and
Bernadette Banner, if you want to know things like:

sesecssssccsssscsssssens

Did people wear
underpants in the
regency period?
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- // The Woodfords’ house
il is more fashionable, with
1700s elements. Like some

of the characters, I wanted it to be
influenced by Eleanor’s mother
and not quite changed yet.

ymla/ wlite
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CHAPTER iii

Ode to Aphrodite
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George still
has to arrange the
e wi /
detallsFV\;:\':h Robert's but if you want,
amer— it means Chilworth
ought to finally be able

to sell the Millers the .

last of their land.

Well...the
Millers' land is
very close by,
Ellie.

So one day, when h

does have the money

to propose, T would

only be moving about
a mile away.

5o Robert shall be

 ina very good position

to marry soon.

# He's s0 much
better than the vicar.
I'mso sorry.
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We shall be staying
with a friend of the family.
During the day he shall be

largely absent on

business,
but he's promised to

take us to the ball and make
our introductions to several
fine families.

John shall
be there, as
well...

.Of course,
is is just one ball,
but there will be plenty
more next season,
Georgiana...

The colonel's
wife is lending you her
lady's maid. She'll see

to your hair.

I'mused to
doing without,
thank yol

Don't
tuck it into
your collar.

You really
ought to have
it up for a ball,

please—

If you'd like
me to change at all,
you'll leave us
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I cancome
for a walk, but my
aunt has told me to say
she's i/ again and still
not well enough to
see you, Eleanor.

To London? You know,
I did see Georgiana writing
a letter a few weeks ago to a
Thomas someorne...

At the post office,
rather than trusting
the letter to a servant.
So it must have been
personal...

Butit's so
obvious now...
the sighs...

T just wanted to
say sorry and bring a
very small gift, if you

could make sure she
gets it, with my letter
X\ from before...

[/ She must have
gone to London to |
\_make it all official.

It'sjustas T
suspected...

If only my powers
of observation were
not so strong T may

have been able to go on
in happy ignorance for
another week.

George is
in love.
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She always woke at the same
hour and sat with Charlotte
and her father for breakfast.

She grew herbs for the kitchen and flowers Everything from the silverware to the shade of the
for the table—with only a little help from the walls in the downstairs parlor was fashionable but
gardener—and checked on them each day. classic, 50 as not to go too quickly out of style.

1
| |
I
i
le‘«
ad

Eleanor wanted to be elegant but
kind, modest—but of course,
quietly superior—the way everyone P Eleanor wanted to be
remembered her mother being. perfect—and

sometimes George really
thought she was.
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T've actually no
interest in meeting
someone at present.

Even better!
We can be perfect
companions without
T have any interruptions.
no need of
seeking out a
match....

And perhaps you
can help me with my
cousin Charlotte.

Sheis very
accomplished and sure to
marry a gentleman. The vicar
has a good fortune, enough
for them to be comfortable,
and T think—

Oh! T think T
see her now! Is that
her with Robert Miller
"\ on the old school
road?

Sophie, you 3
really are fanciful.
Charlotte would
never go out alone /|
witha... 4
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Charlotte was very patient and
very practical—she had to be.

Coming of age, Charlotte was also
conscious of the financial strain she put
on the household and of needing to one
day make her own way in the world.

| You'renot...what .\

\| Path tobeinga governess toa fine family...
T -

‘

P

Charlotte?

away—

T expected.

But the one choice she could make was the
sort of man she wanted to marry one day.

Charlotte! Are
you all right?

And it was a
choice she was
determined to

make right.

Yes, I'm to be
the new governess.
The letter said T
would begin right
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My father's the 4th
Baronet of Cholmondeley.
Who are you?

...then Bunbury
said he wanted to be

T've been meaning
to take a wife—a
young wife—

I never enjoy
women's company, but T
suppose one ought
to marry—

You probably
ought to ask one of
the staff, sir.

Could you
fetch some
more wine?

And that's
Princess Esterhazy, her
husband is ambassador
to Austria.

Her figure's
rather lovely, but
look at the size of
her sleeves.

T suppose
that shall be the
next fashion...

You must
find this all
terribly silly.

the cost of
50 much fabric
shall add up
for some...

Not at all!
I think it very
impressive how
you notice such

Ido
wish someone
would ask me
to dance...

but I still can't
imagine falling in love
with even the finest
young gentleman.

None
of them are
fine enough
to match
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) Prew her i"_ But of course, now
with the promise

He VR dounds as ) that he does have the
e hsseheen h; : :;:r':; I:; :en;e [ rf\oneY: every eligible wor’nan ’
intimately acquainted n Lf’"d"” has been. paying r
with her; if you catch him great attention—
my meaning. s0 the prospect
suddenly seems less
appealing to him. p

in a back room at the
Swan, musing on
whether he'll
on her!

I could x
have won that

Well, yes, he
tells everyone.
But T don't
@, remember.

pid
he say
the girl's

name? 24 ‘V/
i &SN

214
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I beg
your pardon, .
Miss— thatis to
say, T'm—

George. My
friends call me
George.

very much
hope we might
be friends.

S0 then I said,
'She'd be better
off without!

That's very

T love gentleman’s sport,
funny. You're your dress, o . hunting. When you see the
50 funny. Eleanor. Y consin fearin an animal's eyes,

and I chose the

it's about superiority,

color together. dominance...

‘ T wish you
| [ had a house in town
50 we could invite

you for tea...

You're about
to lose the hand,
George.

haha T would
like to leave

Yes T
expect
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So...last year when you
stayed in London “'fo speak to
your brother about business
matters," you were really
seducing a girl?

I occasionally
also had business to
attend to.

What a
scoundrel!!

tender and charming?
T suspect you were.

You're exactly
the kind of rake
I've been warned
against! Running
around breaking Jj
hearts...

She rather
broke mine.

...conducting affairs with
young ladies, with no intention
of marrying them...

I'm hardly
able to marry,
Eleanor.
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Do you think they'll
ever invent a harvesting

I can't say
[ T know, Miss
Kingsley.

S " Does your
50 the new ( father know

tariffs would cover you're here...?
barley as well as

Yes. He...wanted me
to understand the
workings of the

estate. 50 these
fields will be
turnips in the

winter?

They wondered whether conditions
could be improved for the tenants and
their families: What new equipment
could help the farmers, and how could
the estate afford it?
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Eleanor did not think of
herself as a nosy person.

But who wouldn't be interested
in mysterious letters sent to
their best friend?

1

hoof” "
oI -
...8ECRET LOVERZ27Z
2%

Are you quite well?
T thought it was only me
who was made ill at the
idea of having to see Yes! T
mean no. T
am very well!

’ T have
certainly seen
nothing that

would make me
unwell.
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Really the

{ weather is too

much for me
to bear...

Thank you
very much for
inviting me. Z'm
afraid it's too

T shall
come with

difficulty and
now you’re
leaving too? Oh, Sophie, you must
stay, please. I couldn't
think of interrupting your
excursion with your friends.
T'll make my own way.

She's quite

right, it is far too ¥
hot and we've come
) all this way. -

Let's see this
view of yours and be
done with it, Eleanor.

Then we canal/
leave.

Eleanor, what's i
happening?

We're v

coming

wouldn't | &
want to be I'm sure Sophie shall

abother— enjoy the view, but this
weather doesn't suit

I meant to
return to the carriage
anyway, and I'd be
delighted to have
your company.






OEBPS/image_rsrcGRU.jpg
52

Well, T'd How long I don't know,
like to know will you be Ellie, but perhaps it
him better. would be a good

thing!
Besides, T have to

speak to him about...
business. About
the estate.

I don't understand
why you're suddenly
being like this!

Il say hello "\
to my parents

yes please
Charlotte

thank you
Charlotte have a
wonderful visit
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I'malways
- thinking of you,
T hope you J Ellie.
think of me while z 1
i you're off gallivanting !
around with your
brother.

Without...
telling me.

7/ That'sall the
[ Woodfords' luggage.
Where's yours,
Georgiana?

Does
John even have
accommodations

fit for a young

It's actually been
Such a wonderful
few days, I've made
arrangements to stay
onin London with my
brother.

He has
assured me
he does.

You’d better
accompany Eleanor
| and Charlotte back home
immediately though, or

else Eleanor's father
will be frightfully

He shall
be my vigilant
chaperone and
make arrangements |
for my safe return
to Tidbury.

58
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But...your Sowe
father controls My father
the account. has agreed to give
Charlotte something
to marry on, but it's
certainly not as much
as it ought to be.

T don't think
he'll give her
her fair portion
directly.

But he
thinks of the
Kingsleys as
agrandold

5 family...

So0...perhaps
we frame it as an
“investment" in
Chilworth.

Yes!
We don't even
need to mention
the Millers.

Yes, yes! “Preserving
the good name of a superior
family fallen on hard times..."”

Something about...
good, old-fashioned
farming...a bit about

how the estate - | | Didn't you have a cousin who's a
is in peril... 'l baronet who I could throw into
the conversation?
. a

A fourth
cousin, We've
never met.

Well, there's no
need to mention
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Robert, you
should come
for dinner.

Er—
at Appleshaw
House. And your
sisters, if you
like!

I'mnot sure
your father would
entertain guests
of our station—

But
would. And he'll

...I think perhaps
my cousin and I shall
have a turn about
the gardens.

250

...If you wanted.
I'm sorry not to have made
the invitation sooner.

That's...
very kind,
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Tolaughata
person like Miss Baker
was badly done, Eleanor. [
It was wrong. That's
all T had to say. 4

Er, Miss
Kingsley, you—
z = What happened to

[ = your hair?

Thank you for
noticing, Philip, T
think it rather
suits me.
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T hope your
T hear carriage ride wasn't
Philip left all that bad.
very suddenly X Ellie,
to visit his T | ‘ \ what did
family. 4 (g ‘ & You say
5 : to him?

There may \
| have beena
slight..

Vid
...Did you accept!’
accept? = George, hon'estly,
what a thing
to ask.

134
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yj I wasjust—
you see T was...
checking to make [

to see if the
fabric was still—
wearable...

T know you like
to keep your affairs
to yourself, but T
could call one of the
maidservants to help
you undress—

I wouldn't
ever wear this
It's their job to usually. Of course.
help you, not to
question your choices,
Miss Kingsley—

George. She didn't retire.
Your father got rid of her.
To be...the He found out she'd been
new housekeeper trying to “correct” your
after Mrs. Wilson ‘irregular behavior."
retired?

Do you know
why your father
hired me?
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Sophie told me
you were acquainted,
50 I thought...

Yes! You're very
welcome, of course.
You'll have to forgive

me. L'mnot at al/
presentable.

I'mafraid T
don't remember you
ever looking very
presentable.

I think the
last time we spoke you
were rather shorter,
covered in coal dust,

and trying to
explain to me how
the updraft works
in some new sort
of flue.

Ah, so T'm only
equally disappointing
when it comes to my
manners.

I'msorry to Now, thelast T
i el Hertsondshive, ophie Tt
sucha state— < must be years ago now...
You did say you'd 3
join us for dinner,
Robert?

Only if—if
you don't think
it improper.

Nonsense,
you're a family
friend.

Soglad
to see you're
already such good
friends?!
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Mr. Edward
Woodford is a
very bold sort

of man.

you like him all the J
more for it~

Certainly.
He's an awful
cad, really...

He seems to
i prefer one lady one
L 3 week and another
&'QL& the next.

Everyone thinks
him very dashing, but
he only ever shows any
real interest in you,
George—

50 you're
quite in love
with him.
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)\"W

>

I'm going
to find the card
tables.

going to find
Eleanor.

Have you met the |
Woodford cousins? T - ! Eleanor would
thought their looks B be charming if it wasn't for
rather charming. - that awful ‘Friend’ who's
always on her arm.

Yes, the Kingsley
girl. T hear she has
alarge estate in

I§¢

That can hardly : She seems above
make up for such a being pleased and refuses
very disagreeable € to dance. It's enough to

character. | Q put anyone off.

Eleanor will
never be able to find
happiness with Miss

Kingsley

about.
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Why did you
conceal it from
me? When did this

all happen? You must

Tjust—T tell me everything.

thought we
were best
friends.

T don't think
that T can find
the words.

Perhaps T'd be
able to, if T loved

¢

As for when—
T couldn't say. It's too
long ago. T was in the
middle before T knew
T had begun.
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180

My father's health
means T have not often
been into the countryside,
but T have a little book of
Surrey walks.

A country
walk! That would
be excellent indeed!
T hear the weather
is supposed to be
very fine tomorrow,

There are if that suits.
supposed to be
marvelous views We c:uh’itb;
from the hills near very charitable

Peaslake...

and invite
Sophie—

=

And Charlotte.
T suppose Philip
will want to come,
but that can't be
helped. We can't
be rude...

Will Charlotte
want to come?

She won't speak
on the exact nature of
your quarrel with her, Ellie,

but if T am at all right in
my guess, T think myself
entirely on Charlotte's
side.

If it's tomorrow,
T ought to go and make
our invitations.

T think it shall be
a very nice occasion,
and I hope everyone
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Well, Z don't
know, George.
You cut it.

You don't understand.
I like it very much!

Don't you like
it? I think you look
rather handsome.

I'vealways
wanted to cut it.

T feel more myself
than T ever have.

 But T don't want
to have to explain
myself. What shall T
say to Henry when
he wakes up?

I can't help
but be afraid of
what they'll

the coachmen and
other servants...

Then...we could
cover it up; if you like—
until you were ready to
let the others see.

You're an odd
duck, George,
but that's why
I'mso fond

T probably
have a silk
cravat...

If you had a
shawl or a piece
of silk, T can tie
it up for you.

that will
do.
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The Millers?
Charlotte, you know a i
proper lady would never Philip shall be
accept an invitation from there, and he's

Well...T suppose we do
want to give him a chance to be

the Millers. a gentleman.

But it would never o
do—it's not our place. George is going,
My mother would never and George owns

have thought of such i quite a lot of ‘Geo'rgey
a thing. Surrey. ’ i5 going?

X Well...it would be
rude not to go if George
) is going. I'm sure I can
d convince Papa we would
{ honor the Millers with
B our presence.
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Miss
Charlotte!

T apologize for my
appearance, the day's
very warm, and—

tell the truth,
I didn't expect fine
youngd ladies using
the farmer's
track.

You'll be
pleased to
hear it's only
us, then, Mr.
Miller.

ltwas you T
was speaking of.
I'mnot sure of
the other two.

——

Miss
Woodford,
how d'you

do?
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she has perceived ¥ y
any discouragement,
it's in part because you ‘\
=

don't really ever want [&
her to marry and ’
move away,
since it shall leave
you and your father
on your own,
[ X

Well, it's hardly
my fault what the |f it spoils the last
weather is like!!  walk we ever get with

So.Er. It Henry, there's nothing
seems as if to be done!!!!
it may be very

hot today.

I may not
have dressed for
the weather...

No!No, I'm
sure it won't,
Ellie.

/" T expect no
one will even
notice.
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had mixed
feelings on the matt

The birth took a toll on George's mother, who did not survive long after.
S0 George and their brother, John, were raised by nannies and governesses
and tutors and even, very occasionally, their father.

The children’s Excellent,
studies are going excellent. I'll see
very well. them at dinner

on Sunday.

George's family owned a big grand estate and
manor named Chilworth Hall, which leaked in
the winter and creaked in the summer. George's father spent
most of his time trying
to stop the estate from
running out of money and
was always very busy.

What is it
Georgiana? I'm
very busy.
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...and George
and Eleanor get s0
stubborn and cross
with each other
sometimes, and—

High status
can often mean

Butasit
\ lowmorals.

stands, T'm
relying on charity
from my uncle

Better not to every day—

marry at all than

to tie yourself to
someone unreliable

or unprincipled,

just because of
his fortune or his
moving in certain
circles.

Charlotte.
Of course we want to
see you safe and well
provided for by a
good husband, but
there's norush. £

And you
needn't worry
about us.

I'd been hoping.
With regards to

Don't mind
that, it's always
like that.

and one
day the money
they put aside
for me will
run out.

] " 1§ T married :
well, T could be |

independent.
And T could
help you.

55





OEBPS/image_rsrcH40.jpg
Iwas
rather unfair to

you, when T found
you were 5o close
with George.

But I do hope
we can all be good
friends, and you'll still
h_come and visit...

Henry has taken a
house in town, where
you're all very welcome
to come and stay.

But T think
we plan to come
to the country a

great deal, to see

my aunt.

No! $ophie,
your aunt has
always been very

kind to me.

I feelvery
ashamed to have
said anything that
brought her
discomfort...

T know her
company is not
always the easiest
to bear, but—

T hope she
can forgive me
one day...

She just...
always talks about
how wonderful you

are and how you've all the things
always been so good at young ladies are
everything, and dainty, supposed to be

and quiet— and I'm...not.
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MiSS GEORGIANA KINGSLEY OF
CHILWORTH HALL, SURREY, AND MISS
ELEANOR AND CHARLOTTE WOODFORD.

It's just like
in a picture...

Charlotte, we're
going to help you
find the gentleman of

your 4 dreams
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He's good for
buying everyone a
drink, but you know;
I can'tsayif | like
him much at the

You've no...
association
with him, have

you...?

Certainly not,

I can't stand the
man. T only put up
with him because T
thought him your
friend.

He seems to have
no fixed opinions—
he wants to please
everyone.

It almost
seems to me as
if he's hiding
something.

It turns out he's
been secretly engaged
to some girl in the country
for half a year, but couldn't
declare his intentions until
this uncle was out of
the way.

I'mvery

glad to hear |
it's nothing to |}
do with you.
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Gambling laws
are not enforced very
often, but with solid
evidence and the right
lawyer—

Have you ever
seen this man here
failing to pay debts?

And I'm happy to

pay my brother's fees,

he always does seem
to need the money.

Or placing
bets that would
be considered
outside the

= rule of law?

—long court cases can
cause a terrible stainona
gentleman’s reputation—and
financial ruin, no matter
the outcome...

Oh, certainly—
T could tell you
everything he's done
and pick him out
in court.

Would you like
to put that to the
test, Henry?

5o could anyone
else working here,
if it would help a

young lady.

It's about
Sophie.
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Are you
all rlght?

I've barely even
noticed that George
\ hasn'tvisited in
\ thirteen days.

But it hardly
matters. I have a
new best friend

She's visiting later.
T've almost forgotten
about George entirely.

I'm
perfectly

A..new
best friend?
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last time we spoke you
were rather shorter,

covered in coal dust,
and trying to
explain to me how
the updraft works
in some new sort
of flue.

You could !
wear blue to your

wedding!!

"This was a famous bookshop
called The Temple of the
Muses on Finsbury Square.
Its big round desk,
floor-to-ceiling shelves, and
upper galleries can be seen in
an 1809 print from Ackerman’s
Repository.

Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens
used to host big fancy parties
with dinners, drinks, and live
music from the middle of the
1600s to the middle of the
1800s, and was a big tourist
attraction at the start of the
nineteenth century. It’s still a
park now, in the same borough

of London I grew up in.

Tliked the idea of George being interested
in inventions that improve things for
people. The Rumford fireplace was a
design invented in the 1790s that carried
away smoke better while still radiating
heat, making houses less smoky and fires
more efficient.

‘There was an unsuccessful attempt to
make dogfighting illegal in the early
1800s; the new law only actually passed in
1835. So...George is bluffing.

Wearing a white dress for weddings was
popularized after Queen Victoria got
married in white in 1840. Before this,
brides wore many different colours—often
just their nicest dress.
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For people who can’t be out,
and trans kids everywhere.
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Thank you for
{ being s0 good with |
\ my father. S
“‘-—,- I worry about h \
i ltcanbe... difficult,

I've missed
Your company,
you know,
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Can I ride
up with you,
Jack?
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Eleanor won't
be visiting. We've...
drifted apart.

Was there
something else,
Beth?

T just wanted
you to know...

Now your aunt's
gone, you can keep
whatever sort of
company you like,
whenever. It wouldn't
bother me.

I don't know
what you

All right! Well. George wondered: Did
I'll send Mr. the housekeeper know 22
Stacey up when How could she know?2
he arrives. E
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Well, that's
very easily
solved! I'msureyou
enjoy my company or
you wouldn't endure
it so often.

T taught
Sophie to waltz,
you know.

Ah...did
you really?

You don't think
it too scandalous
and modern to
be proper?

Well, there was
nobody watching. T saw
itin London and learned
the rest from a book.

Who was
\ thelead?

I was, of
course,

Sophie had
to be taught the
lady’s part
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Miss
Moo“ Kingsley? Sorry
K OUL" tointerrupt...

I'm afraid Mr.
Henry Whitby is, um...
expecting you for
breakfast.

T did tell him
lunch was being
prepared for you, but
he insisted on the cook
making him breakfast
separately.
He'sin
the upstairs

parlor. /4

Just a moment,
Ellie. T wanted to
get my notebook.

Where did T
putit...?

tick

tick

You're not—
You— What

Breakfast?
It's almost
noon.

Will you
tell him we'll
be along
presently?
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Since George was sure Eleanor was soon to be
dreaming of boys and embarking on a respectable
route in life that George could not follow, they
thought it only right to explore their own path.

expecting
you.

You're
very bold,
George.

You couldn't
stop talking
about her.

Eleanor?
Haha, I'm not sure
what you mean...

You didn't
forget all about me
once You were back
with Eleanor, then?

Not toworry, Ul
are ready for you George. T have
in the dining room, anintimate
Miss Grey. understanding

of female
companionship, /
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Thomas we’re going
to talk about dresses so
you're welcome to wait in
the drawing room with my
parents a little longer.

) My parents don't v
You stopped want me writing )

replying tomy |-\ letters any longer.

letters... They don't want
to jeopardize the
engagement!

That was before
they found my letters
to Eliza and threatened

to disown me.

There's
nothing else
Tcando.

Tcan't
live without
any money,
George.

But...you always
said there were other
people like us...who had

\ to live as themselves.

You said
nothing could
ever induce you
to go along with
your parents’
plans for
marriage!
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And there were - We couldn't afford = It all
‘ sounds very
shocking!

In truth, we were
along way from the
fireworks, Mr. Woodford,
and returned home very
early every night.

to go on the night with
fireworks, but we dlid see
them from the next
street over.

fireworks/

What if you'd caught
a terrible disease! Did

Certainly You are lucky to have an Shrgsed
you eat rich foods? not.

extremely sensible daughter good. T amveryglad
and even more sensible niece: you were with them,
both exceedingly careful Miss Kingsley, and

about this sort of thing. supervised by your
brother.

Charlotte, \'
Yes, he was Je | could you make fundamentaly
very attentive. 4 ai;:::i::it | & 'ﬁf 95"‘7’"—
It was all very... Ae. Henry/! entirely, as the law
sensible and D \ has no bearing
civilized. s on morality.

has so far been very
silent on the rights
of woman... /
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Things had not stayed -
the same, as Eleanor had |1

wished for a year ago.

MORNING TIME!!!
We're going shopping

today!!!
;\d

And Eleanor found she liked the new
version of CEG they were forming.

Sophie and T
NS got on rather well
in London.
She doesn't have
enough dresses for the
refined social engagements
she's now invited to, with
her new fortune and
station...

I

Didn't you just have '\
to sell alot of furniture |

to pay for new farm
_ equipment? y

(1O . 3(
That's how

| T know we have
\_ the money.

Oooh, T think
the lilac would look
very well on Sophie.
Though T wish T
could afford the
blue...

What do
you think
of these?

sending me the Apparently fashionable
money to design | giec in London think it
some for her. .y degirable to wear new
styles no one else could
possibly have.
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I'll finally

promise to go
willingly, but only My aunt can make
if you're both  introductions for all
with me. of us and bring you
both as guests, at
our expense.

A short trip,
then, just a few
days.

Do you
really think
she would?

she'd agree to
anything, if it
would make me
‘behave.”

We only
needone. I'll make my
own from that
yellow one you
grew out of.

not sure if we can
afford a new dress
each, but—

T'll have
plenty of lace

and ribbon from
this...
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A great deal of
pressure, but so
invigorating—you

can't imagine.

Nothing like our sleepy
. little village... T can see
[ why you wanted a break from
it. You're welcome here
whenever you like, you
know.

If it were you '

managing the estate,

I'm not sure you'd think

it sleepy, nor free of
pressures.

easier to enjoy
oneself here.

sure you've

been taking
advantage...

Do you
drink whisky?
)
A"
“ e

="\ \=
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Well...
the dance has
turned out very
well, T think. The

whole village shall
not know how to
repay you.

The lad'll make

\\p\\‘m "“ himself into a fine

wee gentleman—

Perhaps
as a thanks,
you could—

It's such a
perfect evening,
and...

*

™) &
'} T

don’t think you
should dance with
‘ Robert Miller.

S 5
g :% No, Eleanor.
> A I don't want to be
L anyone's second
> choice. T like
/ Robert.
&
Eﬂs 4 £ 7 But the Millers...
\ If my mother were

alive, she would
never allow it.

Oh, haha,
yes. And you too,
Charlotte, you helped
agreat deal.

Settle 2
down, girls. / v

It will give

everyone a bad

promise impression of
that. our family,

3% including
I ' Philip, who
2 <Jal< | could still be

persuaded—

Eleanor,
your mother
was not
right about
everything.

I won't make
myself miserable
for the sake of
your pride.
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George didn't want to believe they'd
been hampering Eleanor's social life.

They were trying to consider it a coincidence
that Eleanor was suddenly having a great deal —but they found
more success, now that George was absent— the self-deception

challenging.

It's Miss
Kingsley,
isn'tit?

Oh!! T beg
Your pardon,
have we been
introduced?

Not yet.
But T've heard a
little about you.

Er—
all good, T
hope...?

Rumors.

Oh, Z'd say so.
My name's Caroline
Grey. T believe we
may share some...
interests.
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I'm afraid my
uncle has quite made
up his mind to leave
right away.

It really
was a lovely
dinner.

sorry it has broken

up 50 soon. You must )
think it silly.

George, are you
planning to walk all
the way back in
the snow?

120

It's hardly
two miles,
Eleanor. T
walked here
without any
trouble—

Perhaps whichever
of you can leave soonest
could help get Mr.
Woodford home.

you very kind,
to care for your
uncle so much.

Please goin the
carriage with Charlotte
and my father and take
it home after. AY I'mnotsome
T delicate young
lady...
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The

governess 7 b,
says I ought to L Very well, very well.
learn algebra ! Tell the grooms you can
with John. have the carriage
if you like.

And...that
Icandomy
needlework with
Charlotte and
Eleanor today.
Quite often, their
father being too busy
to pay attention
suited George.

What? No—
Georgiana,
what are you
wearing?

Father's sending me
to Appleshaw for my
needlework today—

—and he says T
can sit in on John's
lessons ok bye

The tutors and villagers sometimes
treated George like they were a little
strange, or doing something wrong...

...but Charlotte
and Eleanor
never did.

For Charlotte,
Eleanor, George!!
1t means we'll be
best friends,

Why does
it say ‘ceg"?
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I'msure
these are a very
humble gift for a
lady used to balls

in town.

have excellent
marriage
prospects.

' And I prefer
Maisie's company to

most of the gentlemen
T metinLondon...

Not at all!
I'd much rather
flowers than trinkets
T have no use for.

I'm not sure if the
gentlemen should feel
slighted or Maisie,

Sophie, you are
beautiful, and kind,

—naive,
unselfconscious
charm that is really
very sweet.

and have sort of a—

Which is to say, you're
sure to make some fine
young gentleman fall in

love with you.
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Charlotte got on well with Eleanor, but she could
not help being aware of their difference in situation.

- Who's this
Oh, Eleanor, again?
you've grown!

Andhow \ 7 Tam...
your drawing X z i also your
has improved! o granddaughter?
T think my Ty

granddaughter
shall make a fine
young lady!

What very
neat handwriting,
Eleanor!

Oh, no— those
| areCharlotte’s
letters. Mine are
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What's this
view supposed
tobe of?

Well, you've
certainly made us get
a great deal of healthy
exercise, Eleanor.

But next time
T'd buy a guidebook
that's more up-to-date.
I'm going back.
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Because he'd be
terribly jealous at your
looking more handsome and
eligible than any of the
men in the village~

Because
of... God?

/. Don't put
your things away.
T should like to
hear you play.

T ought
to change.

Whatever
for?

T've seen you
wearing John's
clothes for plays
and when you
were little.

Besides, if my
father can sit around in evenif it's
his dressing gown all day Tdon't seewhy nottheleast

and still be thought a you shouldn't dress  bit proper or
gentleman, however you like in ladylike.
your own home—
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Kingsley, here
to see my brother.
T believe he's on the
third floor?

Oh! You
know; T can
tell—you look
just like him.

feminine
\  way of

P / Thatisn't...
really what
I'm aiming
D\ for..

)

delicate...
| elegant way. A
womanly

No need
to continue
actually.
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k Come now. I'd like a
! visit from George, not
: John's imaginary sister,
'\, Wwhose existence I see very
little evidence of. £

join us upstairs
for cards?

Thank you!
Just give me a
moment to
change.

John brought h
things for you. !

I'm sending the
i servants away for the
\ evening and shall swear
my wife to secrecy.

As long as you
don't try to have me
arrested, T swear T'll
extend the same
courtesy.
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I you could
see these arrive as
s00n as possible.

My aunt's
taking me to Hyde
Park soon.

mean we can never
see each other.

T'dmiss
you very much if
you didn't come
along.

T know you wanted
to see the ducks and
look at what everyone's
wearing...

All right, yes,

ifyouinsist. L_/" 1 don't understand

But I'm what happened that's
still very cross  made you behave all
with you! strange.

explain. 50 you admit

you're just being
ridiculous for no
reason!
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Yes, there
shall be terrible
trouble

We've just
had a letter from
Mr. Woodford. He's
awfully worried.

And you did
promise him you'd

i accompany us...
I assure Ah, this

you it's all very willbeit | % Youcan'tjust
respectable, and h Wenesiito
I've quute’made ./ speak about this.
up my mind. { Your reputation—
If your parents
were alive—

There's
another carriage
arriving for me
shortly—
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CHAPTER x

No Inclination to
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I wanted to
say—

1t's none of
my business, o
what you want. And you're much
Ishouldn't have  more sensible than me
tried tomeddle. anyway, so if anyone knows
what will make you happy,

And you were
right. Of course
I don't know what it's
like to be you. And to
have people treat you
differently, to speak to
You as if you're not
a real person...






OEBPS/image_rsrcGSA.jpg
FINE oLD RUL?I,
CONI 1C BRANDY =
at the Lowef¥ Prices ar

AT, HALL ~FARR’S GROGER
ﬁ oA N 5 melmmw

Aby, A Pt o o
I MISSIgNG .





OEBPS/image_rsrcH4A.jpg
...andT
shall be s0 sad if
you decide to marry
and move out one day,
but it's only because
T love you.

You're like
the best sister
T could ever
hope for!!

I wanttotry

to do better.

T promise
to listen to you
properly and try
to understand.

I've been
speaking to
Papa.

You shall have at
least something to
marry on from him, as And the

you always ought to inheritance T was left

have had. W by our grandparents—
which should have
been left to both
¢ *.: of us—
. I can'taccess

it freely, but my
father's agreed to
let me invest half
in the Chilworth
Estate.
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T am very glad
you like the village.
I remember you were
here to call upon a
friend. Is it anyone of
my acquaintance, T
wonder?

But I do agree,
the place is a haven!
A blessing!

A country idyll
in which one can truly
refresh oneself!! The

“green and pleasant
land," indeed!!

T think you must
be in a muddle, for the
only friend T have in

Tidbury is you, Eleanor,

besides knowing Miss

Kingsley's brother.

l Now Sophie and George were busy being
)| friends, Eleanor was relieved to have someone
i appreciate her, as she thought they should.

N

Youdo ride?
Eleanor, I quite agree,
excellent exercise,
good for the health.

Eleanor, you are
delightful!

Eleanor, T agree

with you. Sophie does
seem a little too reserved
and delicate at times. One
can be too perfect.

Al
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It looks like an entirely
different place.

help me with
this?

And the only thing missing
from Eleanor’s perfect little
picture was a husband.
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Tl tell Miss Woodford S
you'r

v-(" i ]
Fe—
S{ J
(V]

T've been looking

out for you ever since your
letter. It feels as if you've Well?2 Did
been gone for years// You miss me
terribly?
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I made the
calculations myself. It's
well within the margins

we discussed.

My father thinks
construction shall go
very well, if the

weather holds.
And did he mention

the cost if the weather
fails tohold...7

Thank you,

140

Huh, I think T
see the Woodfords on
their way now, and a
friend with them—it
must be almost
dinnertime.

Oh!ls that
Sophie
Shah?

Robert. I just
have tobe [~
careful...

Isit? v,
T rather lost

track of
time...

Do T look
all right?

Georgiana!
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Are you
inany trouble,
miss?

shh, i,
all lish;,s

Oh, Mr Miller,
T apologize. Could
you hear the fuss
from the house?

Here, let hold her steady...
Perfect.

me help.

T think she
has something
sharp stuck in
her hoof.

I rather
think of her as
misunderstood.

Miss Woodford,
I'm sure my sisters

would be very happy to
see you for tea, if you
wanted shelter...

If that's not...
improper, or—

24
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I didn't
recognize you,
what with,

You know;
ladies never rode
sidesaddle until the
fourteenth century,
Mr. Miller,

and riding
astride a horse
never did them
any harm before

Butifyou ‘
could... avoid |

mentioning
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Eleanor thought her mother's death—from an unknown
illness—was what caused any idea of iliness or the
unknown to raise such great alarm in her father.

And his own ailments troubled him terribly.
Eleanor understood this, knew he could
not help it, and felt very deeply for him.

Is he
always
Y No, he's
2
like this been rather
improving.

In the past he
may well have not
let us out at all.
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Hari Conner is an award-winning
author, illustrator, and hopeless forest
romantic based in Scotland. They’re the
creator of the now-complete webcomic
Finding Home and choose-your-own-path
books, including Into the Tower. Hari draws
a lot of nature, drama, and queer longing,
and loves making the kind of books they
wish they’d been able to read growing
up. You can find out more about their
work at hari-illustration.com.
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Whatever < George,

do you mean? l what would make
= me happiest is to see

you enjoy yourself.
Won't you join in?

ELEANOR!
Jour father wants
you and 50 does

ever‘lb"d" else.

but T shall
be waiting to
find you a partner
if you change
your mind!
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That's the last
of your aunt’s luggage

all packed and ready
now; Miss Kingsley.

T spoke to some
of the tenants while
You were gone.

All seemed very
confident in you.
Just like your
father! T can't
understand it.

Apart from Beth,
and the steward and
servants and grooms,
the tenant farmers
within a mile...

Will she
be away long,
or..?

Thank
you, Beth.

Since you seem
determined to have
no need of me, T'll be
returning home to spend
some time with friends
who do.

Thank you for
Your concern, Aunt, but You must
I can assure you we write if you do
have it all in hand. ever want
company...

or develop
some sense and want
to make yourself known
to society.

T wish you well,
Georgiana! All on
your own in the whole
of Chilworth Hall...

They are not your
equals, Georgiana.
If you won't find a
husband, you shall be
on your own.

Thank you for
reminding me, yet
again.
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HISTORY
CORNER

Yes! LGBTQ people
have always existed, through
all different cultures and
periods of history.

T have a question...

Were there really LGB TEL
people in regency England. ?

Even though many
records were hidden or
destroyed by historians,
individuals, or their families
who wanted to keep their
identity secret, some
have survived.

Anne Lister's diaries
are an important historical
resource from this period—

\_ they're 50 interesting.

These survived because
they were hidden behind paneling
in a wall and written in code that

was only deciphered 100+
years later.

Lister’s first LGBT'+ history plaque in York
described her as a “gender-nonconforming

entrepreneur,”and a lot of people consider her
the “first modern lesbian” we have records of.

She was said to have a masculine appearance and way
of dressing, and was a landowner who ran the estate
she inherited and invested in business ventures.

Anne Lister
also had—

Like many
landowners, her
political views were
very much about
preserving the
gentry class—

¢ ;
{ and tomeit
seems she sometimes

treated the women she
was in relationships
with poorly...

She was against
ordinary people having
the vote...

—alot of female
lovers, and her encounters
are described extensively
in the diaries.

S0 not really
like you, then.
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CHAPTER ii

The Ball
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As long as you'll settle
a very small amount of
money I find myself unable
to cover—little necessary things
end up 50 much more expensive
than one thinks...

It's really
quite small...

You'll
have to give
me...another
whisky.

AndT
want you to
buy me some
clothes.

And T want
your best jacket,
the one with the
gold buttons.

a pleasure
to see you,
George.

You make
a very caring
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86

Eleanor did not
miss George. At all.

7 Whyisthe < NotthatT ’
— [ carriage ready? even think about |

George any
longer.

Tdon't!It
wouldn't be right
for me to associate
with the Millers.

l -
The Millers’? \ v - ) I didn't
As in...the Millers think you'd want
with a farm on f <l ] to come.
George's land? ‘ i oo
|

Well, Z've had
enough of high
society for the

time being,
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HISTORY TIDRITS

When first introduced from Europe to the

aristocracy, the close contact of the waltz was yo:h;;:l'i:?
scandalous to the English middle classes.
You don't think
it too scandalous
Byron published an anti-waltz poem in 1812, and modern to

and 7he Times newspaper in 1816 described it as be proper?
an “obscene display” and warned parents against
exposing their daughters to its “contagion.”

Before refrigeration, dried salt fish was a
common cheap food eaten both in London and
by enslaved people in the British Caribbean,
whose cuisine incorporated West African
influences. The ingredients here arent much like
the modern Jamaican dish as ackee, plantain, and
even peppers and tomatoes weren't normally
available in England back then. I imagined
Charlotte’s mum making her own version with
the ingredients available to her.

The music George plays is based on Mozart’s
Piano Sonata N°16 in C major (Allegro),
written thirty years before the book s set.

‘ "\ This is the title of a
real 1824 pamphlet by
\?5?" Elizabeth Heyrick And the stle of th based
SO st Beatiah T abracie the style of these are based on an
g W RESEEIERE 1823 poster for Vauxhall Pleasure Gardens

Q\Q s from the Lambeth Archives, and real
Y adverts and invitations from the time.

//S(;MMER BALL
at the Fashionable Inftitution 4

Angyll Rooms, Regent-Streer

FINE OLD RU.5y,
CONIAC BRAND

FARR’S GROCER

“‘Wmmmmmu






OEBPS/image_rsrcGWG.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrcGYC.jpg
True.
[ untess...

Sophie doesn't
seem to have found a
governess position
or suitor yet—
her situation
is quite perilous.
I'm sure Miss Baker
hasn't the money
to keep her.

But George has so
much space, and no,
family to fill Chilw

Acompanion!
No! No. Charlotte! No.
What anidea! The very
notion is ridiculous!

George is
happy at Chilworth
with...Beth. And the
accounts and library
and music, and—
and the sheep.

Well, you're right,
they can’t afford it—
the horse is having to be
housed in Chilworth’s
stables for now.

Perhaps George
means to take Sophie
in as a companion.

Ridiculous?
They seem well-
acquainted. Why

wouldn't they
live toge—

No, no, no.
It can't be.

George doesn't
T suppose like Sophie that
you think she's

perfect too!!

No, T just...

thought you'd be

happy for your
new friend...?

George
couldn’t
want anyone
else to live

A companion!
No. Mo, no, no.
No.
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Beth! s
George in?

Yes..yes, T'll
let Miss Kingsley
know you're

Is anything the
matter? George
left the dance very
suddenly last
night.

T wouldn't
say anything was
the matter... You'd
better come in.

Well, it's very— It InParis, Didn't one of
was the fashion in Paris Ellie, not Upper Byron's disgraced

Tidbury. lovers have very
short hair?

Is that??
What T want
to look like?2
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Henry!
good afternoon.
How are you
enjoying the
country?

It's ridiculous
to be out in this
heat at a/l.

T suppose of all
the days for a walk, we did
have to pick the one with
the most abominable
weather.

But...the
/ company, at

least, is, um..

" Hmm. Yes. A very
interesting party
we have here today.

if we only invited

interesting people,
we'd never invite
Miss Baker/

topics to ramble
on about...
/ She doesn't
even have money. It's
only that one ought to
have a chaperone...
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I can't believe
George is serious about

before her i i
i spending less time
I
/ birthday!!l! together.
4 What about
D cecl!
(e Ot
T 108
gD, J1

What's so
much more -
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" Longer than \ =
you, T think. v

Thank you for | &

\_telingme— / )

oo S [P
You know [/ on,elie, of
I mea

o
[ Romantically? course not. T

mind?
5 \
‘&gc__ 5
\))'

lg@) |

am very happy

l

3
ON

W Really, T think
¥ both of you have
always had a rather
improving effect
on the other.

263





OEBPS/image_rsrcGZW.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrcGS2.jpg
=

George... is Yes! You
this the artificial know, T think

lake you told me people skate

onitinthe

winter.
Oh, T'd

love to try
_skating.

Sometimes
I think,once T
come of age and

don't have to listen

to my aunt,

we could one
day visit London
properly.

Why would

anyone go on
holiday to look in
bookshops?

We could visit
coffeehouses
and go to all the

bookshops—

Yy~ —andgetmy brother
. A/ to take us to the theater
LT 54 the Adelaide Gallery
and the bazaars on
Oxford Street—
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Would you
call George
“dainty"?

And T imagine
you wouldn't wish | Of course |

'\ hermoreso? / ) not!

—apart from if you were
6‘? what does trying to catch yourself
it matter? = ahusband ~

T think you're
better as yourself,
Ellie. There's no
reason for anyone
to pretend to
be delicate and

restrained—

)

Sophie!! Shall we
find you very rough
and outspoken, now

you are married?

5o0...you didn't
ensnare Henry
after all, as we
all thought.

It'sa
shame to see
young ladies throw
away opportunities,
waiting for a better
offer that may not
come after all...
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What's the \
matter?

only playing
around.

Will you come
inside? T don't
want to leave

Where is
Eleanor?
|

Oh...T
probably ought
to return tomy

own party...

And you really
would make any
man very happy if

1\ you'd agree to
B dance—

you T want to
make happy.
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Eleanor had been excited to show Sophie off.
But for some reason Eleanor couldn't name, she
began to feel less kindly toward her new friend.

Have you ever read
Gilpin? Your drawings are
50 wonderful, it might be

of interest to you.

toujours frangais?
Nous pouvons
pratiquer!

J'ai beaucoup @
apprendre.

Oh, yes!T
have. T can't draw
at all, but T found

his essays very
interesting.
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ice can be the most
dangerous of natural
obstacles.

Yes, but if we
take 00 many hours \
to approach the front
door, Papa, T expect
the ice shall do for
us anyway.

[ youdo, mr.
Woodford,

Would you do
me the kindness of
taking my arm?
] T myself am a little
fearful of the frost,
but I think all three of us
together should make good
progress and be in very
little danger.

Oh, Miss Kingsley,
that is very kind. Yes, together—
what a marvelous idea...
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Romeo’s supposed
to win, right?
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She was
probably £rying
to put you off.

Didn't you see
the way she looks
at Eleanor?

Iimagine
Miss Kingsley has
nointerest in
suitors.

Will somebody
tell me what you
mean?

Eleanor was Of course
George's best friend. George loved her.

H&/kl% HNM M,

proper young
ladies...

But they'd always
rather thought no one
noticed how much.
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I wasn't the
most qualified for
this position. T believe your
father was looking for
someone who'd let you
be, as you are.

The same, |
T think.

Not one would
ever say a word against
you—even the ones that
might disapprove or
think you unusual.

¥

You keep the wages high,
rents low; and the little school
open. Everyone knows you work
hard and live humbly to do it—
and that your brother would've
been an utter disaster.

You do what
you must in public.

But there's no need
for pretense in your
own house.

Will that
be all, sir?
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AHER,

That's...really what's
been worrying you?

T havea
job to do.

Running the
estate /s serious.
People are relying
onme.

It's my
responsibility
now.

And if it goes
poorly, all the families
on the land go hungry,
or I could lose the
house.

Then let me help!
T'll come to Chilworth
tomorrow, and—

No! No. This
isn't something you
can help with.

T ought
to get going.

There are
things T must

Well, good. Things to
Because I'm  Seeto. Much

busy. As well, to do.

Good
afternoon,
George.






OEBPS/image_rsrcH5M.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrcGNC.jpg





OEBPS/image_rsrcGP8.jpg
Howis it

that you always

\ manage to avoid
trouble?

George, did
your aunt buy
this...for
you?

T quite
like the

Does she think
of it as abribe?
It's like she doesn't
even Know you.

I'dbeen
hoping T could |
at least cut off
some of the

You can have
them—take as much
lace and ribbon off as
you can get.

You'd be doing me
a great favor. T wish
T could give you the

‘ whole dress.

Lcan
certainly do
something
with it.

Let me take
alook. I'll see
if T can unpick
the stitches...
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Jack shall
take you on to
the village,
Sophie.

Henry, when
will we see you
again?

/" I'mnot sure.
I feel I've been
in the country
too long.

I need
to settle this
business of my
uncle’s will.

I'm turning in
for the evening. T
need to pack. T shall
take my leave of you first
thing tomorrow.
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Should I buy Miss Baker a
gift? Or is that patronizing...?

=

I should bring her some of our apples!
Or does George already send her apples
from the orchard at Chilworth?

What can I say
to Charlotte? v,

~
==

Is it even worth
trying to visit
ever again??

Oh hello
Beth how do
you do, good

I've just come
from Miss Baker's in
the village and thought
I may as well stop by
and is George in?

Did you
not receive
anote?

left for London on
business this morning,
not long after Mr.
Whitby departed.

Right yes
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Excuse me,
_ Sophie.

You ought to dance with
someone else next anyway.
There are too many ladies

without partners.

I need

|| some air)

Henry!

Oh! Sophie.
Haha. T didn't even
notice you were
here...
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102

time with him,
everyone shall get

the wrong Well, no.

I'mnot
sure they

If he dlid one
day make me an
offer, I think he
would be a good

He's nice
and funny, he
lives nearby—

He has no
connections
in society.

LT

/" Youcould T )
do better, y
Charlotte. = W‘
N -

practically
alady—

you're
much rmore
accomplished than
me. You could do
anything!!

This isn't what
my mother wanted
for you when she
took you in.
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T can already
see you'll grow up to
be a fine, accomplished
young lady.

You shall
keep a beautiful
house and
grounds—

Yes.

And you shall marry
a handsome gentleman
and have children of
your own.

You'll understand
when you're older.

One day, you'll fall
in love, and things
will change.

With lovely
dresses?
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George's brother, John, had other aspirations.

I don'twant
to run the estate and
be stuck in a stupid
little village all
my life.

T want to go to
London, where things
really happen!

You know T want
to be a lawyer, and
you shan't stop

R
AR

LOR O]
1]
il
Perhaps
I could help with
the tenants...?

| When their father's health began to fail, everyone
expected John to finally learn to run the estate.

Luckily, George
had been learning. —for such a matter, T can go with the
T would usually go to the steward to organize it
family in person, but... on your behalf. It would be
no inconvenience.

Thank you,
Georgiana.
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Do you
know ‘Adeste
Fideles"?

"'Come all ye
faithful"? T'm
sure T can muddle
through...

...and we knit
stockings for the poor
children in the village each
year. They're always
happy for more.

Charlotte
said you might
like to join the

tradition...?

Eleanor...?

Yes, T'd like
that very much. Z'll
begin tomorrow, and

perhaps we can
send a hamper.

/~ T know Philip has
/ kept you rather occupied
all evening. If you wanted
me to distract him so
“‘\ you could speak to &

Eleanor!

| There you L'“J

Sorry. T was
just thinking of how " T
George is always so Partly for

thoughtful about your sake, T
my father... imagine. | \ 4

. | /"Oh, Charlotte,

/,_ thank you.
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It would be an honor—
and an honor for you, T
think—for us to be wed.

You have long
encouraged my
attentions. ..inviting
me for tea...speaking
to me...I think you
very much in
love...

T hope your
disappointment
will not be lasting,
but nothing could
be further from
my wishes.

T can'timagine
ever falling in love
and have no thoughts
of ever getting
married. Oh-ho.
I see. You're
testing me.

Young
ladies love to
be chased...

Youare
entirely
mistaken /

No, no, speak
no further. T know
T shall receive a more
| favorable answer when
) next we speak on
the matter...
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You speak

as if there's
0

someone you
wish youcould

/\
marry?? ﬁ)
)

hardly believe
such a thing could
occur without you
telling your best
friend.

joke to you,
Eleanor?

I it funny
that no one
would ever
have me?

Do you
ever consider
whether what you are
saying is kind before
you open your mouth?
Or only whether it is
clever?

Sophie told me
you asked Charlotte to
stay away from
Robert at the

have so little
empathy for
those who are
different from
you?
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In Henry, Eleanor had finally found an
eligible gentleman she could tolerate—
only to also find she was mystifyingly
unable to fall in love with him thus far,
and he was leaving for good anyway.

Worse, Charlotte was barely speaking to her.
And George had a secret lover—perhaps a secret
life!—that they had told Eleanor nothing about.

y

It all gnawed
at her horribly.

$o Eleanor was coping
sensibly with her problems,
the way she most favored:

We're all
going to have a
wonderful
day out.

Pretending
everything
was fine.

Georgie, if you
go in the Woodfords'
carriage, Sophie and
T shall have more

space in yours.

Mm, especially
as Charlotte seems
to have decided not
to come.

Yes, George,
I think that much
i5 obvious.

W Good, because

T think him a very
fine young man and
a good match for
Charlotte, if she
likes him.

184





OEBPS/image_rsrcGSG.jpg
But T do hope
you're not trying T hate
to make a match,  to think of you
Charlotte? rmoving away...

Uncle, I should be
very sad to leave, but
it would improve al/ our

situations if T were to
marry one day.

At least you can
be satisfied that Z shall

never marry, Papa. I shall
stay here with you.

Perhaps . Oh, no. Sad weather
we could go Tthinkit  for asad time...my

-\ forawalk/ The very damp  daughter and niece out in
weather \  today. society... at parties...
is very— what a terrible
occasion...

Terrible thing,
young people falling in
love...breaks up friends
and families...

Perhaps T could
get the cook to bring
you some soup for

Soup! No no,
not the thing at all.
Soup, at this time of

day! No, it would quite
unbalance me...

...Perhaps T
could manage
alittle tea.

ring the bell
for some tea,
shall T2
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Oh, Charlotte, Andis he a
he sounds lovely! respectable young
man? Pious?

& They're a very
respectable family,
T canassure you.

You must both
come and stay so you
can meet him.

We'revery N
grateful for your
letting us stay,
Not at all!
Don't worry about
that trunk, Charlotte.
The footmen will handle
everything...
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"’ Youcannot
71 wear ajacketinto )
| ) theballitself. 7 I 4
N § i | I like this
jacket, Tam
wearing it—

T beg
to differ.

) —and if you try to
\  stop me, T will make a
disgrace of myself and
rdin our family’s g
b 9 reputation. {

,'I close to losing [
'\ my patience with ~

1 GEORGIANA, T

SHALL NOT ALLOW—
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No wonder you're
always in debt, John,
you're no good at
cards at all.

T swear T hardly
ever bet at cards
nowadays.

' The last debt was
only because T was out
with Henry Whitby—last
Friday, while you were here
writing your letters.
He arrived back
in town not too
long after you.

T thought he was
in town on business,

Well, he was.
He's now finally inherited |
this enormous fortune

And he seems
determined to
spend as much of
it as possible...

So he's been at
the Swan all week,
clearing out their
wine cellar.






OEBPS/image_rsrcH26.jpg
Now; while
his friend's
away.

Good evening,
er, gentlemen, hah.
What a surprise.

Good evening, Henry.
There's something we
must discuss.

Now T see
why Eleanor
likes you s0 much,
‘"George."

)

507 That's
not a crime.

o

I've a bill here
with your signature
onit—a bet onadog
fight from Tuesday
evening.
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How was it?! i ]
To think, my little was very... And of course
Charlotte, at beautiful.

George's aunt made

sure we were introduced
to very high-status ‘

aball...

T danced with
a man who had five
thousand a year!

Was he kind?
Sensible?

God-
\ fearing?

Oh, Charlotte.
Come, sit down. T
made your favorite:
salt fish.

He was...
tolerable?
Certainly there
were some...
prospects...

Mum, you
shouldn't have...
the cost of the
spices...

It's nothing,
it's nothing. Special
occasion, isn't it?
Having you home.
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...inthe
/ time of man's
[ innocency, signifying
unto us the mystical
union that is betwixt
Christ and his
Church...

Dearly
beloved...

With this 1 — -in the Name of the Fath
ing T thee ey > and of the $on, and of t|

o ;f""}

N
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The tutor
insisted many
classical works
were unsuitable for
civilized young
ladies.

No... T've
heard of it,
but I can't say
T know much
of what it's
about.

but not ancient

Ah, s0 you've not
read... Sappho? Her
Ode to Aphrodite?

T persuaded
my French tutor.
In fact, T have a

translation...

Perhaps
T ought to
join you upstairs
later, and you could
show me...?
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Some of us

could have
lived there
with me—

There's actually
no legal precedent for
arresting two women
for a relationship.

There's
too great a
danger.

Only if you
impersonate a
man or claim to

be married.

have to make
compromises
in life.

We don't all
have mansions and
great plots of land

to live off.

We can still talk.
" Youcan still write,
once I'm married,
but we can't—

My brother
has a lot of books
on the law!
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W%

ZANN

Eleanor was getting used to the routine of pretending to be
the same as ever around George, even if she didn't much like it.

%7 I'll see

,' you soon.

Wiss Woodford. \
Good evening.

There's...
something T Of course.
ought to tell Shall we goin?

wanting to
say—
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Though George was not naturally inclined
to admitting defeat, they too were finding
difficult situations easier to contemplate—
and, indeed, launch into plans about.

I'm not willing to
make things worse for
the people who live here
or toinvest in the sort

of abhorrent industries
my advisors tell me are
most profitable.

~" I'm doing my very
best to keep Chilworth
going as long as possible, but i
even with the most careful
budgeting, the place is
doomed, really. 4

\

S0 T expect N
T'll have to let

it, one day. Though
T hope to continue
taking care of the
remaining land and
the tenants.

But while T do have
income to spare, Twant =~ Andanice dress or
to do as much good with  twois hardly going to
it as T possibly can. _, Make much difference in
the grand scheme.

I'm rather proud
of how you run the
estate, you know.

Of course, if you

do have to leave the
manor; you can come
and live at Appleshaw
with me and father
easily enough—

—If there's
space, with all my
new dresses.
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At the same time, George was
certainly not missing Eleanor. They
were simply too busy for that.

I've
brought
very busy your tea.

thank you.
Sorry.

And Mr. Stacey
will be here about
the investments
inan hour.

You've been
working very hard
up here. You must not
have had any guests
in weeks!

Will you be...
taking any time
off on Sunday?

T could get
a shoulder of lamb
for the cook, if
Eleanor and Charlotte
will be visiting...?
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$0...you didn't
find any promising
suitors last night?

No. It was
nothing like in a novel.
All the men there were
just awful.

| see you
managed to avoid
all of them.

She keeps telling me
T'll be alone all my life
if T keep on like this.

My
aunt's not
pleased.

Asif Z'm not
keenly aware of
that already...

| think Eleanor
may be feeling a little
upset you went off
on your own...

It's only
that...T think
we might be
too close.

I had noticed
she wasn't speaking
to me this morning,
Charlotte.

Too close?
Whatever do you
mean?
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re’s one more thing

T'd like to talk to you about,

\ Yes!!! T need
, S your help with
Oh, I see. ] aplan/
Important \
business, T
suppose~?

Charlotte
wants to marry
Robert Miller.

LRl il But he doesn't
L was [ have as great a fortune
Bl aware. R as the people at the ball .
in London— and Charlotte
needs enough money to
be able to visit her parents

and help them when
they need it.

And T've treated

Charlotte very badly
when the world is
already not fair
to herat all.
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By which
I mean, she plays
exceedingly well.
Beautifully.

Your playing is

more moving—T
prefer watching you—
but hers really is
so pretty and
delicate.

playing has...
character.

think her more
elegant

very elegant
though.

Ellie, you know
she doesn't compare
toyou. Anditisn't a
competition.

Butifit
were, then
she would be
winning.
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There may have
been a grain of truth
to your misgivings.

T feel
sorry for
the man,
really.
You are
very funny
and clever,

and the
very picture
of loveliness.

T thinkit's
hardly fair for you to
expect people not to
fallin love with you.

7 7,
e

He was
difficult to
discourage!!

5o he can'

be held to blame |f

for that—
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We can Perhaps you

find Charlotte could intercept any I'm

the handsomest,
eligiblest, richest
gentleman—

supposed to be making an
acquaintance with.
Can you imagine,
all of us at a real
ball together!! But you might
meet a boy you
really like, George.
There's all sorts of
people in London.
You never know.

And, Charlotte,
you could visit
your parents...

T need to
think about
my hair!!

T wonder
if they still have
the blue fabric
at the shop in
the village...

I'mnot
sure there's
any danger
of that.
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I all
not well at L
home? There's no cause
: 5 for concern to you.
The estate is in no
danger.

Are you | @) 2oty She's not my
here to visit that " i friend any longer.
friend of yours, \| | | She's engaged to
Caroline? 1 B W a respectable
{ < gentleman
now.

Are you in love

with her fiancé?

Conducting some

secret affair with I'm not going to

him? end up defending you
in court or without an
allowance because you've
disgraced yourself with
someman, am I?

Georgie, the way
you conduct yourself,
T always half suspect

you of some sort of
scandal.

You really are a
long way off the
mark, John.
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ScRIBELE.
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Miss Baker was a spinster who had fallen on hard times.

But what Miss Baker could not provide in financial support to
her niece, she seemed to try to make up for in her enthusiasm—

Oh! A letter
from Sophie. It's in
her handwriting—Sophie
has most excellent
handwriting.

And do you know;
she excels not just
at the pianoforte
but in singing!

Miss Baker,
you've told

—Eleanor had
to admit she
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I hope you don't
mind my coming by.
Beth said it was all right
to come up, but T know
you're very busy...

No, not at all!
You're doing me a
favor. T ought to have
a break. I'll have Beth
organize tea.

So0... Eleanor
isn't with you...?

Did you

walk over No, T came with
Robert Miller and his
sister, but they've gone

on back home.

No! No,
of course,

Tea for two,
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You don't have to
think historical figures
were great people—

D )

FIND OUT MORE
Anne Lister’s actual diaries are in code
and an estimated four million words long—
but there are lots of accounts of her life
online and in biographies where
historians have translated the diaries.

But Lister's records
can tell us a lot about the
details of day-to-day life,
and what it was like being
queer at that time for

people in the upper

classes in England.
There's actually

no legal precedent For
arresting twowomen  Only if you
for a relationship. impersonate a
man or claim to
be married.

“essssccssssssses

eseeecsssssssecssssssssssccsssssssnne

Before the Victorian era,
relationships called “romantic

friendships" between people
Pretty  seen as women were usually
much!

socially acceptable— 4
- as long as they assumed
2 female roles in society and

there was no evidence of
a sexual part to it.*¥

But straight marriage
was an important part of society,
and relationships that got in the
way of it did cause problems. /

There are also many
records of people thought of as
women being ostracized, punished, or
even executed for taking on traditionally
male roles, “impersonating men," or
dressing as men did.

*Even with evidence, people weren't always punished—
an 1811 trial with extensive eyewitness testimony was

dismissed on the grounds that respectable British women
weren't capable of that sort of thing, the judge eventually
ruling that “the crime here alleged has no existence.” »+ * * +

FIND OUT MORE
Female Husbands: A Trans History by Jen Manion

Q: So...did some of = e
. e way people thin

these people think of about gender and same-sex

t/;em selves as trans relationships has been very

bi ? different across different
o1 nonomnary: times and cultures. **

We can only guess
how historical figures would
describe themselves if they
were alive now.

But even in societies
where risks were high and
people extremely discouraged
from exploring gender, some
accounts and descriptions definitely
line up closely with modern trans

people's experiences. .
5. the auth

*Though people who lived outside of conventional
gender roles have always existed, many modern
English words used to describe them in the US & UK
(like Aomosexual) weren't invented until the late-1800s,

often by sexologists and medical practitioners who wanted
to define these sort of human behaviors as “disorders.”
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Austen and the Regency period
Inspiration from all of Austen’s works went into this book, but the Broadview Press
versions’ introductions were especially useful. These have a ton of information about the
history, context, and implications of the novels, particularly Emma and Pride and
Prejudice, ed. by Kristin Flieger Samuelian and Robert P. Irvine, respectively.

What Matters in Jane Austen?: Twenty Crucial Puzzles Solved, by John Mullan (2013).

Jane Austen Society of North America’s online journals, resources, and links.

(jasna.org/austen/resource-links/)

Epigraph quotes
Maurice, by E. M. Forster (Edward Arnold, 1971)
Reprinted by permission of Peters Fraser & Dunlop (www.petersfraserdunlop.com) on
behalf of the Estate of E. M. Forster.

Anne Lister’s diaries, 23 November 1819-10 February 1821
Transcribed by the West Yorkshire Archive Service, Calderdale, SH:7/ML/E/4/0088
(www.catalogue.wyjs.org.uk)
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Special thanks to the following consultants: to Lin Darrow & Kaz Rowe on queer
history, gender in 1800s society, and where to begin with my research; to Kaz for
their detailed historical fashion advice and editing on the History Corner; and to
Ravi Teixeira for sensitivity reading and invaluable advice about Charlotte’s storyline.
Each was vastly helpful in improving the book a great deal.

Thanks to Mel Christie on name advice and Ell ] Walker for horse advice, and to
every friend in comics who read or advised on the story in its early stages. A big
thanks to the hard work of the team at HarperCollins and to my editors: Alice
Jerman and Lily Kessinger for feedback later on, and to Harriet Low, who worked
on all the big edits in the development stage. Thanks, too, to my wonderful agent
Jessica Mileo, who first believed in this book.

AUTHOR’S NOTE
Growing up, I always felt the absence of people like me and my friends in classics
and historical fiction, and it took years for me to discover that real history is wider
than those stories. I hope that in writing this, a few others get to see something that
connects with them, or helps them experience some of that feeling: that people like

us have always been here.
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We
had a very
busy lambing
season this

Thomas/!
We were just
talking about—

I'd certainly
be very happy
to advise—

Ah, so you're
the friend with
the estate out
inSurrey?

I must say,
T have very little
expertise when it

comes to agricultural

matters, and I'll be
coming into a bit of
land soon by my

grandfather. Another time,

perhaps. Miss Kingsley
was just leaving!

George had tried to persuade themself
that while their own path may lie away

from Eleanor's, it could still be the path of
an adventure novel or thrilling romance.
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It's not really a surprise,
just something T thought you
might like. Once the repairs were
finished, T thought I'd have the
room cleaned and cleared—

The repairs...to Well, yes.
the roof of the main But—look.
building that's been
falling in?

5o Chilworth
will be easier to
let one day...?

If the previous heirs to Chilworth Hall could see the current heir
and what they were doing with the place, they might well think George
a traitorous disappointment—a thought George felt rather cheered by.

&

It's rather
plain, but T
thought it might be
large enough for—

A ballroom.
You'd let me
hold a dance

Let you? Ellie, T
couldn't throw a dance
to save my life. You'd
beincharge.
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And it may not
be all that you're
used to...

I promise, it will T don't mind.

be as soon as I can
manage, but...it may
still take some
time...

Charlotte, ~
( isthatyou? T I don'twant \
\ wanted to say— | totalkat the
\ moment, Ellie.
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T don't know.
You play with such
a very serious face

sometimes.






OEBPS/image_rsrcGX6.jpg
Mr. Woodford felt he must be vigilant against all possible perceived dangers.

I'm glad you're back
to visiting Georgiana again,
but it is still so bitterly cold!!
Oh, won't you take the
carriage?

Papa,
it's almost
spring.

And you said you
were too fearful of the Goodness!! No BT
horses slipping for us to ves!!l The horses |- | -
take the carriage. slipping!!! i

Itis a very short walk
to Chilworth Hall, Uncle, and the
worst of the cold has passed. There's plenty
) of wood by the fire, and
we shall be back before

you know it.

Oh good,
Sarah shall be

bring you your gruel here. Sarah can

Sarah is going to

o s fetch help if you are
and your medicine allin deadly peril in

at three. the outdoors—

All right.
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-~
pp = Miss Woodford,

o

OrisitMr.
Kingsley? T can
hardly tellin
that hat.

¢ I mean,

you look very
| handsome!! T
meantitasa
compliment!
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T was not - Yes, Tam an
expecting you so soon. hi

T believed T invited you |- T pride myself on
for afternoon tea ) punctuality.
with Charlotte... z

our or three early.

Oh! Haha.

You flatter
me, sir!

Perhaps you could
observe from alittle
farther away?

Yes, how does \
it look? Is there a

likeness, do you |
think? 4

Charlotte informed
me you were painting.
T wanted to observe
the process of
creation.

Oh, of
course.

But surely you
will still let us view
theart/

It i very good.
Very...artistic.

I'm not sure the
eyelashes are
quite right.
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George has major problems: they’ve just
inherited the failing family estate, and
their feelings for their best friend, Eleanor,
have become more complicated than ever.
Not to mention, if anyone found out they
were secretly dressing in men’s clothes,
George is sure it would be ruination for
the family name.

Eleanor has always wanted to do every-
thing “right,” including falling in love—but
she’s never met a boy she was interested
in. She’d much rather spend time with her
best friend, George, and beloved cousin
Charlotte. However, when a new suitor
comes to town, she finds her closest friend-
ships threatened, forcing her to rethink
what “right” means and confront feelings
she never knew she had.

Inspired by Jane Austen and queer history, I Shall Never Fall in Love shines
a light on what it means to be true to yourself and rewrites the rules for
what makes a happily ever after.

harperalley.com llHAR,ER.a
\adley
[eFerats]

An Imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers

Cover art © 2024 by Hari Conner
Cover design by Andrew Arnold
and Maddy Price
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Well, Z like him. He just says
He's nicer to me whatever he thinks
than you are. will please you!

He's friends
with your That only
brother! lowers him in my
estimation.

You can't
trust someone
who agrees with
everything.

Certainly
Henry would make an
excellent politician.
Thatis al/ T can say
in his favor.

Yesterday he rode all the
way to London for anew
hat, on a whim. He thought the
blue in the village shop the
wrong shade.

His interests are
entirely frivolous.
I don't understand
what you see in
him.
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Almost
T hope you acting like You see,
notice T arrived arealmember T ghall make a
by carriage of the gentry! gentieman of you
this evening, not yet, George.
on foot.

Will you
indeed?

Oh, T must
see to everyone





OEBPS/image_rsrcGZ2.jpg
T do hope you
enjoyed your evening.
I'm sorry to call

you away. And it seems

On the contrary, the Millers can
Papa, I'd like to get afford their own
home. I'm suddenly carriage and shall make

very tired. sure Charlotte is sent
2\ home with suitable

chaperones.
TR

That Mr. Whitby Y
does seem very 1 :
fond of you. '
T know I canbe d

difficult, but...T never
want to stand in the way
of your happiness...

No, Papa, T can
assure you, T've
seen plenty of
Henry.

The man
seems very nice,
but he hardly gives

me any space to
breathe...
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He calls her
sweet, well-
mannered,
quiet—

—and no money
at all, or breeding—
did he say she was
foreign...?

But...the
news has already
know the spread. She'll be
ruined if she doesn't
marry him—cast
out from society
entirely.

T know that
face. What are
you planning,
George?

And he's still
at the Swan?

Get your coat.
We're going to find
him and persuade
him to honor the
engagement—

any means
necessary.
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- Your friend Miss
Kingsley doesn't deign
to dance, then?

John tells
me she can be
very severe.

If you think it

severe to have the kind Itis one I imagine John's

of serious nature which OFV?::J::"Y description may be
grants Miss Kingsley g clouded by' an e’nvy of
the skill— & a superior mind.

—to handle al/
the affairs of their
estate with some

considerable 1 2 oo
capability and 1 ‘,'~ ndeed!

purpose,

suppose George

is severe.

if you insist on your T am sure she
Well, Eleanor, friend's brilliance so is the very best and
Ttrustyour affectionately, you
must be right.

most sensible person
in the world. 3

judgment

entirely—
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I did have an
attachment with

a woman named
Caroline some time
ago, but it's over,

T promise you.

still writes you

9 % romantic

She's engaged ’ a0 J D\ letters?

and wouldn't see 7 1
me any longer.

No! No, you're
mistaken. I've been
writing to her and her
fiancé, Thomas, about
what to do with his
land.

8/ I canshow

{ you the rest of

4 the letter, if you

1 like. She was
saying...

chw‘wwtﬁm/n b‘ﬂm%&»/qffw@
J@‘VMWALSW b te bubl 4‘7944&&&’/10%“%099/‘(«44/'

grech \...It may be that you £hink
you're an excellent kisser, , but the truth is, you're better as an advisor about
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Oh, Papa,

there's very |

little snow—

investigated
for you, sir—

there's barely half
aninch of snow; and

there is nothing at all
to be fearful of.

It really
isonlya
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T want you to
organize a survey 8
of the value of all The family
the furniture in furniture?
the east wing.
And the
statues in the
lower gallery.

Miss Kingsley.
T have no doubt that
you have a keen and capable
mind, and your father was

right to leave you in charge
over John.

But thisis
simply the way
of business.

You have a

woman's

That will
be al/, thank
you.

Until you
can return with
proposals that T
find more suitable—
even if they are
more modest.

Nobody's
using it,
Mr. Stacey. I don't see
why I shouldn't sell
it if it means we could
keep the school open
and everyone on the
land fed in a crisis.

For valuing
human life and
dignity over unused
furniture? Then yes,
T have a woman's heart,
and proud of it.

You must think
very little of your sex if
you think them incapable of
even the lowest, simplest
sort of decency.
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But Charlotte knew this
was something Eleanor
had never understood.

Charlotte's mother had found freedom in
London—and poverty. She'd found work as
a seamstress and hope and community in
the church, where she met her husband.

Charlotte thought Eleanor was kind.
She cared about her friends and looked
after her father patiently and gave money
to the poor, as well-off ladies should.

“
But like most in her position, Eleanor

had no real interest in looking down
to see how everyone else fared.

Although Charlotte's father made little
from his work as a preacher, he occasionally
had good fortune in business—

Charlotte’s mother was nothing
if not resourceful. She took on
more work, found very modest

rooms for her and her husband...

Y
...and made arrangements for Charlotte
to be looked after by her husband's family,
50 she could still be educated as a lady.
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Oh, good

for Henry. How well things

have turned out
for Henry.

His uncle did die,
George. You speak as |
if you envy him.

Ido envy
him, Eleanor; in
some ways.

What an exceptionally
fortunate man, to have treated
you so very badly...and you
forgive him!

; And now;
with this fortune,
he can marry the girl
he likes with no
obstacle.

Perhaps... s
there's something Is it about
more I ought your own secret

to tell you... lovez?
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My carriage is
just taking your aunt
home, Sophie.

It should be back
presently to take us and
Henry, if you don't mind
waiting a little.

Thank you,
George.

Eleanor,
i could you come |

A with me?

Thaveto

speak with you .

| before youleave. You

i won't like what T have

\ tosaybut Tmust
. speakmy mind. -
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Now, T
must tell you
directly,

I've very
little intention of being
your chaperone to
society events,

or introducing you
to respectable young
) gentlemen or
anything...

Georgie! Glad
you've finally given Aunt
Margaret the slip. You're

very welcome.

I'mcalling on
I should a friend later but
hope not. could do without
\  Your company.

Thank God
for that.
I've gotan
exam tomorrow
T haven't read
up foratall.

I'm perfectly
capable of hailing a
carriage and making
my own way there
and back.





OEBPS/image_rsrcH4M.jpg
Kingsley!
We need a
fourth for whist—
we're playing for
half crowns.

And whose
half crowns will
John be playing
with?

Don't
be like that,
George...

You can make
a pair with me rather
than John, if you like.

Charlotte
is merciless, | @
I'm afraid.
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It's fine! \
sitdown, ||
George. /

T expect all
the music you have is
very formidable—

Nothing
that T could
manage.
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George,
do you like these
earrings? Charlotte
thinks they're too

It should be plainer
now; and flat enough Charlotte,
for ajacket. it's 80 much better.
T don't know how
to thank you...

Some of the fabric is
from Ellie’s old dress, the
bows are from George's,

and I made
the embroidery
design myself.

Some parts
are the patterns
Mum taught me that
she remembers

from home. Charlotte,
it's beautiful...

Girls are you
almost ready we must
leave at once!!

see yours
yet?

You look...
lovely...with or
without...

You're no
help at all.

All right.
Help me
change.
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You
could be
whatever you like
with me, you know.
I don't mind &

Though T
don't think it a
mutual attraction.
I'm afraid there's
no hope of a
return.

In any case,
what's a respectable
country gentleman like
you doing in a place like
this, then?

Too respectable~7?
Or...does your heart

belong to another? AR...

T suppose
it does.

You don't
think? Well,
there can't be

no hope if you've
not old the
person.

’ As a matter
of fact, it's
something you
— may be able to
\_ help with.
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It would be
the three of us,
like always,

Sometimes T wish
you could just live with me
and Papa and Charlotte,
A\ away from your aunt.

and none of us
would ever have to
marry, or move away,
or even go home for
supper.

You
are funny
sometimes,
Eleanor.

Don't you think
it was just perfect
weather? A
perfect day.

T wish
things would
never change.

21
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T'll admit it is perhaps
alittle warm. I know you
prefer your jacket, but you

must be far too hot. Why
don't you take it off?

Youlook as
if you're about
to faint—






OEBPS/image_rsrcGMC.jpg
“I am obsessed with this book.”
—Alice Oseman, bestselling author of Heartstopper
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Glad to see at
least one of you
had the good sense
to avoid the rain.

The Millers
sent me along
in their little
carriage.

Oh, Miss
Woodford! We could all
have a nice, dignified
tea in the parlor, if you'd
tell Georgiana—

You're
very dry,

T'll pass
that on!

f

W Miss Charlotte,

/

George is up
in the dressing

oom—
room and

suggests you
may want to go
right up to avoid
disturbing her
aunt.

Thank
you, Beth!
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Is that you,
Eleanor? How was
your walk?

Yes, it was...
it was very nice,

And the view; and...

it was all as lovely as you'd
hoped? Charlotte's been rather
glum, though. T wonder why she
didn't join you...

very tired and must
go up to bed right
away.

I'll make
sure Sarah
fetches your
tea.

What are you
( doing on your day off
tomorrow, Sarah? Tjust work \
here. I have my
own friends...
N

Oh, I'm going to \
see some of my friends

in the village. You can

go, Sarah. T'll
do the rest
myself!!
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That night, Eleanor had time
to turn what George had said
over and over in her mind.

She tried to be angry, to wriggle
away fromit, or to find a

more flattering angle from

which to view her behavior.

But in the end, all
she could think was:

Poor Miss Baker...why
did I say that?? And I'm the worst person
poor, dear Charlotte... who has ever lived!!

I expect my mother

Or worse, she’d be proud,
and I should be ashamed
of my mother?/!

I expect I've lost George'’s
good opinion forever!! And
I deserve it entirely//l!
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* Have you heard?
Someone bought Sophie

a little gray mare. With
no name attached!

7/ What? Do you

think $ophie could
have a secret

admirer??

Well,
perhaps, but...
do you not think it
might have been
George?

That /s exactly
the sort of good-
natured and practical
thing George would
do. A discreet sort
of kindness...

Surely it was George who
organized a carriage to fetch
Sophie and her aunt to the
party this evening—
to save
them coming on
foot, when they
don't have their
own,

The horse, on
the other hand, is a
ridiculous gift.

Sophie and Miss
Baker have no money
to pay for the stables
and keeping of a horse.

I'm sure Georgeis
too thoughtful to have
sent something so
extravagant.
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George's mind was not on finding a husband.

But, soft!
What light through
yonder window
breaks?

I'mnot
sure that's the
line, Ellie.

It's a costume
for a play—my brother
left it behind when he
moved to London.

Where did
you get those
clothes, George?

T thought it
only right that T take
it, since I'm the best
at being Romeo.

You are perfect
for the role because
heis a fool.

That's not
the point.

It's about pride,
about the ¢Zragedy
of..of warring

Everyone dies at the factions—
end because he doesn't

bother checking if the girl
he likes is asleep.

14
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28

Would it be s0
terrible to agree to
go to London?

Are you that George!!
eager to be rid Of course not!!
All You have to i AN We'd be so lonely
do is scare suitors off without you.
if you don't like them,
which I'm sure you're
capable of.

But don't you think
it sounds like a grand
adventure? T should love to
go to a ball in London...

I'dlike to see 1) . ¥ | ] the elegant
all the elegant : y - gentlemen...
ladies and their
townhouses...

Exactly.

We haven't
much chance
of finding a suitor
fit for Charlotte
in Tidbury.

The only eligible
young gentleman in
the village is the

vicar...
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September, 1818

Kingsley,
for Miss
Grey?
One
moment,
please.

Oh—TI beg your
pardon. I'm here for
Miss Caroline Grey?

I hadn't
heard from her
in a few days,
but—

New. ..
fiancé?

Yes, so
amT!

I'm her
fiancé. I'mnot
sure we've been

introduced?
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b

In fact, being with George gave
Eleanor a sense that everything
had rather improved.

That wasn’t
my fault. It's
because you're
in the way.

We could make

T think it would N B the shape of this a
be more comfortable little stronger at the

with thicker straps— \ x shoulders...?
and could work better
with a starched panel

reinforcing the
front...

And that ought

to be two shillings \ You always miss
and five, not six. the little details.

Perhaps I ought to
be the one checking
your accounts.

You forgot
to carry the

Ellie...I'd be
very grateful if
you would.
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None of
these are
suitable.

I have considered
your advice. T will no# have
my family’s money involved in
industries using slave labor,

Mr. Stacey, that's the end
of it. Or coal.

Even many of the X8
oldest families have \§ Did you know,
some investmentsin | most miners in
business ventures in Liverpool don't
the New World. even make it to

il 2
And coal is thirty:

the future of

England— You've been

reading those

pamphlets your

brother likes
again.

Miss Kingsley,
as things stand,
it would only take

one poor harvest or
hard winter for the
estate to fail.

Yes,
I've seen the
accounts, thank
you. But my mind

is made up.
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42

have you been?
Come back and
talk to—

Ellie, you
ought to go
and dance.

T know
how much you
were looking
forward toit,
and...

want to
spoil things
for you.

I'mvery
tired suddenly.
T just want to be
on my own.

Tell my aunt
I'm with John,
will you?
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MY DEAREST GEORGIANA,
WOULD YOU GIVE ME THE HONOR
OF THE NEXT DANCE?

Edward Woodford,
T presume?

Though there
is something
unusual about

I rarely dance,
but perhaps I've
been persuaded by your
handsome looks and
manner...
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Did you —
dance with \ / W H

! ell, yes.
?
Mr. Whitby? Why do you ask,

Sarah?

No reason,
miss. I've only
heard a little idle

talk, is all.

Yes, Sarah!
Sorry. Thank
you so much,

good night!

Eleanor was wondering:
Has Henry been paying
me special attention?
Is that what I want?
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For one thing, George was
secretly thrilled Henry had no

interest in marrying Eleanor—
r \ 7V 0611

= 2V 3

a feeling outweighed enormously by
anguish, since Eleanor was surely about
to have her heart broken by the news.

Eleanor had
misconceptions

of her own.

How do you do?

T hoped I might find you

here, but—Oh, Eleanor,

T have some news that
will distress you.

T thought
you might. You'd
better tell me.
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George, I thought you
were secretly engaged
toamaninLondon.

T couldn't
bear the thought
of losing you
to him!

And T thought, how
could you even like me as a
friend, when T've been just
awful to Miss Baker, and
Charlotte—

Well, yes.
There is room
to improve on
that.

J| not nearly so
delicate or
accomplished
as Sophie,

I like that 4’

you're not delicate! T
don't care if you're
accomplished!

George!!/ Then—
But T have to tell
You—Z think Z've
discovered why T
thought Z'd never

fall in lovel/!
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Do you
think her more
accomplished |
than me?

She does If T knew
put a lot of time you liked her so
into studying. S much, George, T
G 2 wouldn't have
come—then you
could have had
her all to
yourself.

Probably because
her low status means
she may have to become

a governess to support
herself!

How could
anyone not
like her?

Eleanor,
she's about
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Now we ar
quite settle

Oh T am still Wh'atever
quite unsettled. The You like best,
snow remains!!

Many a rider has
been thrown to their
deaths inaninch or

50 of snow. ¢
And T think a
wholesome bow! of

gruel may be more

I'msure
the cook has y We shall

prepared something
splendid, but the v 1 save you some
pains are worse N g J for when you

again today... vy next feel
better.

Perhaps not oo
great a hardship. T
think T may have seen
enough of the vicar for
the time being.

And alas! Too
much snow for us
to venture to church.
It is too far. Another
hardship.

No but perhaps
he i not quite such
agood match for you
as I imagined...

Did something
happen...?
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Oh, Miss

Kingsley, T
didn't know you'd J=
returned— S
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There always have been people like me and
always will be.

—E .M. Forster, Maurice,
written 1914

My manners are certainly peculiar, not all
masculine but rather softly gentleman-like.
1 know how to please girls.

—Anne Lister, diary entry
for October 4, 1820
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The Millers asked A4 You're... well
me to invite you to a acquainted with
Christmas party they're Ji | Mr. Miller's son,

holding in December. T f aren't you?

Robert? Yes, T've
known him for years.
He's a very good sort.

Always been
very patient with me,
explaining how the
agricultural markets
work, that sort

What do you
think of him...
personally?

T think him a very
fine young gentleman. \
T suppose he must only
be a year or two older
than you...

not really a
gentleman,

The Millers are
business partners; they
employ laborers and own
part of their own land.
He may not be‘ They're very well thought
from the sort of "old 4t around the village.
family” Mr. Woodford
would associate with,
but they have a steady
income.

/f T had a friend
with an interest in getting
more closely acquainted
with the family, T could
not recommend them
more highly.
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T think female
T think there must I landowners might 4
be electoral reform JI\ have the vote before Ml Why not both? Why
eventually. [ tenant farmers... not women, shopkeepers,
'y == laborers? Are we not all
q citizens of England?

( You're for the W
Whigs, then?

liberty, Mr.
Miller. “Do unto
\ others.”

When it
suits me.

You form your
politics on grounds
of religion, George?

My father would
approve.

If arguing with a
member of the gentry
rather lacking in a sense
of moral duty, Christian
principles can be harder

to discredit. v

Did you hear me?
I said the pie
was very good.
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Everyone knows
that clergymen are
supposed to marry.

And that you
would make an

excellent wife. absolutely too

hasty, Philip.

Charlotte!! How
could I think of someone
50 low when there is you—
the most shining star in the

heavenly firmament.
Charlotte?2

Low?2?

T really must
stop you there,
sir—

T think perhaps
you've had too much

A of Mr. Miller's wine.

You always
seemed so
affectionate toward
Charlotte. Her
father's in the
church, you

And so well-bred,
with quite a good
inheritance, once
Charlotte's out of

the way.
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After her mother passed away, it was just
Eleanor, her father, and her cousin Charlotte who
lived together in their home, Appleshaw House.

She loved them both dearly and did
her best to keep everything lovely and
comfortable and just as it should be,
even when the house felt very empty.

Eleanor's father had always been in fragile
health, and after his wife passed, he
seemed to grow a little weaker and smaller.

—Eleanor mostly occupied
herself keeping his spirits up.

Eleanor, my
dear, T am too
ill to do much
atall..

How about a
cup of tea, Papa? Or
perhaps T could read

Well perhaps a
cup of tea could
not hurt
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I've spoken to my
lawyers and arranged
everything with my
advisors, the bailiff,
and the bank.

T have decided
John is not to access
the accounts without
Georgiana's express
permission.

Chilworth's situation
is already precarious, and
T am sure he would be

the ruin of the place.

John's allowance
shall continue, but the
running of the estate
shall be left to
Georgiana.

It shall be hers
as soon as she
comes of age.

Surely you
can't mean—
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CHAPTER viii

An Onfortunate

Excursion
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Staying in
London? How dreadful...oh
dear...all sorts of terrible
things can happen in
London.

I'msure
George can look
after herself,

have you both back

safely...It's been so
quiet here...

both very happy

| to be back.

./ I dohopeyou
Did the weren't anywhere
food agree oo crowded?

with you? ‘l

W Perhaps

RN | weought to
N O | invite the vicar
to dinner
after all...

You'll be
pleased to hear we
are quite well,
and our new
acquaintances in
society were much
less promising than
we had hoped.

Philip, yes,
now I do like Philip.
We know Philip. He
lives very close by.

He does
have a very good
income—

o

—and he's
not nearly as bad
as that clergyman
we met at the

Perhaps
T can help you
with a suitor
after all!
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Papa, if you'd
like us to go to London
less, you ought to invite
Charlotte's parents here
more often. \ |
7 . . fl= Well... T
) suppose perhaps
T should.

Now, Sarah shall
be with you, and Miss
Baker shall be visiting for
cards on Thursday—

And we shall

write often and B careful?
be back before you /
know it.

- Y

You could
wear blue to your
wedding!!
Isn't
sea foam...

T was thinking
about seafoam.

: i {‘
ot SN i’
all ought togo 'I

=
to Brighton i
one day...
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CHAPTER vii

Eleanor’s Dance
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But after that,
T'll bring you along
somewhere you'll
really like.

T agree
with many of
Your causes,

Our debating
society meets

Thursday in a place
on the Strand—

John, but T think
) it unlikely ladies
are welcome.

You'll read Drinks, then!
the pamphlets ! We'll have fine
though? I've been dinners, and—
collecting some
for you.

Oh, damn—
T suppose

Ah. T was
going to ask,

could T borrow
some money?

Didn't have
much luck at
cards last
night...

ves... solong Yes. T swear to
as you write fo Aunt be very convincing.
Margaret about my I've had a great deal
impeccable behavior, of practice.
exceedingly civilized

tea visits, that sort |
of thing? L you've come to |

L\ visit, Georgie. é%
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Her hat was the
very latest fashion—
on the Continent!!!

Ona recent trip!!
When Lord Chelfham
declares to have no money
for the charitable schemes

he claims to support!!l 4

50 his wife parading
around in an expensive new
Prussian hat discredits him
terribly and jeopardizes his
seat in Parliament!

There, there, George,
we can go trawling around
bookshops all afternoon and
you can feel frightfully
clever again.

50 it's a politically
important hat.
This is just
the sort of
detail I've no
head for...

Do you
mean it?2
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money do we have
set aside for my
marriage?

Oh, I'm not
sure. We shall have
it in the books
\ | somewhere. A few

thousand, at
least. <

You were left
an inheritance by
my parents.

..Why would
we have money
And...how X set aside for
much do we 2 % Charlotte?
have set aside for T
Charlotte’s
marriage?

Your mother and
T agreed to take her

inas anact of
charity— there is still

enough to keep her
here in comfort for a

year or two longer.

But don't you
think...perhaps your
parents ought to have
left money to both
of us?

It was their "\
money to do with |
as they pleased.
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You've
surprised me
recently.

Surely it
wasn't so
bad—

She kept talking
about how you and your
father are so generous and
kind to her when her company
must be so disagreeable.

She was so miserable
and talked so much of
wishing to be home, T had

T would not
Jack take her back . )
to the village. have thought it possible

for you to show so little
compassion for her. She's a
poor, lonely woman without
much family, who never
married—

Of course T You

think Miss Baker a might notbe,  You can
good person. But I hope not to

be as ridiculous as choose not to
her when T am older, marry, lljsteafi of
married or not. '/ having isolation
. forced upon

Neither of

us will be like

Eleanor.
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What do girls
find to talk about
all evening?
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Thisis Y You must swear
something to secrecy, no matter
T can't tell how very shocked you are.
T hope you shan't...

to do with
George?

Is it to do
with...being
inlove with [

George?

long have you
known!!!
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Caroline. T
just...couldn't.

Are you really
going to go back to
the country?

We don't Spend your

=,
There is nothing
wrong with sheep! And T
speak all the time to the
farmers and Eleanor—

I'd rather be
miserable and friends
with Eleanor—

N\

all have that
luxury.

Oh, George.
It would be kinder
to both of you if
you left Eleanor

friends—

—than married to
some incompetent fool
who's too stupid to know
his fiancée is—

whole life rattling
around your enormous
house on your own,
with only agricultural
reports and sheep
for company...?

And you'll
only ever
be friends.
You'll be
miserable.

Everything
all vight in here?,
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What? Do\ w~ Of course.
You like it? S But you have to make
the formal proposal
in order for me
to accept.

Until then, it
would be very
improper for me
to begin telling you

the best chairs
) to get for the
\ parlor.

Charlotte,
I'm not one for speeches.
All T can say is T'll do whatever
T can to make you happy. And T |
can't imagine anything more
wonderful than living here  /
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Of course, Eleanor couldn't
forget about George.

-

You mentioned you wanted
itonce, and I saw it in the shop,
and...thought of you...

Oh! Ellie,
T didn't know
you were in.
Sarah let me
up. I just—I came
to drop off this
book.

[ Good!! Because T'm
very busy with my new
friend tonight!!

But she could
certainly £ry to forget
about George...
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%‘Wére there many Black people
living in England at this timef

Actually, yes—we know
there were thousands of Black
Africans living in Britain in the

Georgian period (most estimates

are around 10-20,000).

This figure is an average, drawing from:

B R R RN

FIND OUT MORE
Black England: A forgotten Georgian
history by Gretchen Gerzina

Many Black people in England in this era were formerly enslaved. Britain was the leading Z
trader of slaves by the end of the 1700s, with over a million enslaved Africans forced to
work in brutal conditions in the British Caribbean. Until slavery was gradually abolished
in the 1800s, enslaved people were still brought to England and forced to work without
pay. But many believed slavery was not legal in England itself and successfully escaped.

The law was unclear and argued over, but some court cases confirmed it, like the famous
case of James Somerset in 1772—it was decided his former owner had no right to seize
and deport him, so he was a free man. A newspaper reported a party and ball of over 200
Black people celebrating at a pub in London after the ruling.

We have records of
Black people who worked as
elite servants; as pub owners
and businessmen; as performers,
preachers, soldiers, and sailors—
and of some living in poverty.

Most were working class,
though we also know about a
few prominent historical figures
who escaped slavery and rose

up through society in the
late 1700s.
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Dido Belle, daughter to an
enslaved woman and British
naval officer in the West Indies,
was brought up in London
by the Earl of Mansfield with her
white cousin. $he appears in a
famous painting that inspired
the 2013 movie Belle.

Antislavery writers and
activists like Ignatius Sancho
and Olaudah Equiano

A 2007 Kenwood House exhibition
suggests that though she was brought up
as a lady, her illegitimate status means she
was treated as a loved but poorer relation.

It’s very likely her heritage affected how
she was treated, but she did grow up “at
the heart of elite society.”

: FIND OUT MORE
3 Black and British: A short, essential history by

David Olusoga (or the longer version, 4 Forgotten History,
where lots of the information on this page comes from.)
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SKETCHROOK

T wanted to design George’s house to
look big and fancy, but in a style that was
already very old, like nobody had looked

after it or done it up in 200 years.

ot
First sketch ideas
from 2020
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Let me
look at you.

You don't look
like yourself, but you
look quite well. Almost
fashionable!

I'll take
that as a
compliment.
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48

/ What a
shame for the
party to be
over 50
soon!

two in the
morning.

Whencan T
see you again?

T feel asif we're
very intimate
friends already,

—
Oh but,
Catherine,
T long for your
beautiful eyes...

Do try to come
for dinner, won't you?
My friends should like
to meet you.

My name is
Charlotte.

It really was
a pleasure.

That's
9 whatT

AN

=1,

¥y,
)

b\ ) I'm... sure
-t < I don't know

' Thereare - g what you
other people like
like us—

what can be
arranged.

you.
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But if
T could—

[ have to court

© O\ mefirst. e

Now I know you're a
terrible rogue, I'm quite
put off. You shall have to do
all sorts of things to win
back my affection.

Youshall i\

For you
I'd swear
any vow.
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Exactly, warring.

When's the sword

fight where you kill
someone?

Yes!
I'llbe Lady
Tybalt.

Ooh, you mean
Tybalt? T canbe
Mercutio.

Wait, we don't
have enough people
to do that scene.

I am hurt!!
A plague on both
your houses!!

T haven't

Oh, thank
found the right

you. But—

. Come on,
! George, You have to
\, avenge my death.

\
'

15
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o -l Henry!
[ Eleanor! I seethe
y .+ Youreback. ! dancing is

about to

But T'm afraid
I can't leave my
cousin alone without
a partner.

44

Then of course
T must ask for the
honor of the first

sure that—

agreeable
partner.

—one of my
cousins would
be delighted
to ask her!
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But how can you
not be engaged?
I saw one of your

letters.

L/ |t was open on your
desk, half-covered—a s
letter from London. /] I only saw a few
words, but someone

wrote saying...
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CHAPTER v

An UOnexpected

Christmas
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Henry, Z'm
50 sorry—

Which T
have to say is
wonderful

news.

I
see you have turned I

your attention to
Your appearance

And, Eleanor,
what an unexpected
pleasure. But T have

some news for you
both that T must tell
you right away.

T'vejust had
aletter frommy
great uncle, who
has died.

I

PN
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Ah, T see my
friend Mr. Hawkins
is here. Perhaps T
could introduce—

I very much
admire quietness in
agirl. It produces an
air of mystery...

T beg you
do not, sir.

I'msure
you know as
well as T how
his family made
their fortune.

While of course T
abhor every part of that
abominable trade myself...
business is business...

Do you think

me unaware of the
incalculable suffering
upon which the empire
is built, sir?

Half the gentry
in England has
some investment
in plantations in
the Americas.

You know,
T respect that
S0 much.

T have the right to
associate with whom T
please. Kindly allow me to
avoid those T would prefer

not to speak with.

T've
always
\] been for the
abolition.

Then you
ZonlY il limit your
meant— society very
much.

T actua\
very much admire v
outspokenness ‘
inagirl...
981
i
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Henry is to be
married to Sophie. !
It was her he came . an vy (¥4
to visit and him who A & Oh thank God,
bought the mare. @ Idon'thaveto
marry him.

They've ¢ ; \ ) 2
been secretly A = 4§ =
engaged all g -

i ; You're very
disgrace. ou
I'm Sgo sorry if ’ ) kind, George, but
he misled you— you're mistaken.

I've
never been at
all attached
to Henry.
It's a relief
to find there's
no chance of him
proposing.

But poor
Sophie, how
wretched she

must have been all
this time it was
concealed,

and with
him giving me
attention...
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Because

I'm about to do
something very
scandalous.

b\

Close /.
your eyes.
-
) &
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People are no longer enslaved
in England itself. The trade is
outlawed. But where do you think all
the cotton and sugar and money
of the empire comes from?

There's no slavery
in England any longer. All
its people are equals.

I can'teven
leave the house
much, Charlotte,
because of Papa.

what am
I supposed
to do about all

of that?

You don't have
to fix the world, but
you could at least listen
when T tell you things
are difficult!

But I'm
not sure people

-

No, T suppose we
weren't talking about
anything important.
Excuse me.

Good afternoon,
girls. T hope I'm not
interrupting...?

Eleanor was beginning to think she didn't understand any of her friends.

104





OEBPS/image_rsrcH0C.jpg
you wanted us to go to of
this hill of yours.

q
%)\
N\ 3
>
A N
! G
Dear, T think it is too
\ hot after all. Perhaps T
\ ought to go back and wait
5' 4 by the carriages.
N < >,
< e o B Y
Y WL |
S NS
4.)
S
A A

Wwe're still
oing up the
il
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22

We're going
to have to sell Sandy
500N, 50 one of you may
be the last to ride her.

And Jack's taken my
aunt out in the carriage, so
someone shall have to manage
with the slow old pony.

She never bucks
me. You're just too
impatient with her.
You two go tearing off,
T shall have a sedate tour
of the surrounding country
: with Clarabell.

Don't listen, Watch out,
Clarabell. T think she bucks.
you're the best
horse in the

Thank you,

Charlotte. We
can swap later,
if you like.

You will not.
You'll fetch me
the step like you
ought to.

| A thousand
%, apologies.
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Says she expects
Miss Kingsley home and
W "
properly dressed )
for dinner. There's a
footman waiting
in the hall for
areply.

Better you
facing her than me,
Miss Kingsley.

Tell him we'll walk
George home and
make sure she's very
respectably dressed,

Sarah, thank you.

DidT
make a very
wonderful

Terribly
dramatic and
likely to get
everyone in
awful trouble?

You like my getting
you into trouble. Think
how boring things would
be without me!
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7" It was her first
ball as well as yours.

| T wasgettinginthe
\ way of her meeting
; anyone.

She's of
marriageable
age now...

I'm going to
see my parents, George.
But perhaps while Z'm gone,
you might apologize—

Why?! T
haven't done
anything

You hardly even
speak to your

I'm...
not the
same as you
and Eleanor,
Charlotte.

It's for her own good.
She'd be better off not having
any association with me.

I'vehalfa
mind to stay onin
London with my
brother—
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T don't understand
this idea that you're
getting “in the way.” Inthe
way of
what?

Don't we
need to worry
about “spending

too much time
together”??

Of you
meeting...you
know—

new people.
Suitors/

But T already
have you. T don't
care about meeting
new people.

Twill V. Ihhafe
not/ it when you
You don't behave as if
think you do. you're s0 much
You just wait. cleverer than

Girls like you
always grow up
and fall in love,

and get sensible,
handsome husbands
with good fortunes.

You'll
understand
when you're

older... -

ONLY 51X MONTHS
OLDER THAN ME.
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Well...yes.
T didn't think But, T mean,
you thought much her situation—and
about th'|5 sort Robert's—is through no
of thing. fault of her own!

Yes, Ellie.
Unfortunately,
that's the state
of the world.

No, it's
not only
the world,

Charlotte's parents
don't have money because
it went to my parents.
Robert Miller doesn't have

his own land because it
belongs to you.

I have looked
over the figures
before.

Their fortunes
are odr fault, and
we haven't done
anything to try and
make it better.

If the Millers
did own all their
land, they could
develop it s0it was
more profitable...

half of
which ought
to have gone to
Charlotte in the
first place...

It could if you
had some of the
money set aside for
my marriage—

Butit's at least
a hundred pounds a
year we can't lose.
The estate can't
afford to sellit
to them.
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Not at all! As T said,
T have no plans to marry
and couldn't be happier to
see my friend Sophie
happily settled.

Very wel. To X
tell the truth, I'm |
glad you had no
interestinher. ,

A man with
more robust
character and
ambition will suit
\_her better.

Charlotte? Is
she well...?

afternoon,
Philip.

T should like
to offer my heartfelt
congratulations.

Henry seems to have
come to his senses and is now
very taken with the idea of
being a model husband.

I amgladto
hear it, and to see
you happily settled

and provided for.

I'mnot sure
what you said to him,
but T wanted to say

thank you, George.

I'msure
T don't know
what you mean.
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