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No one has time to play outside, or use their
imagination, or do anything fun.

Who wants that? Not Lora.

‘ She's determined to still have fun even after
her friends all seem to fade away with their new
l‘ interests and new friends. A magical tea party
) )

introduces Lora to Alexa, the ghost that haunts
her house. Alexa will be a kid forever . . . but
what will happen as Lora continues to get older?

|
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"I adore Séance Tea Party! A wise and delightful
coming-of-age tale, told with a bright, upbeat spirit.”
—Katie O'Neill, creator of The Tea Dragon Society
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up as whatever I
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To every child—and young
adult — who is afraid of
growing up.

l When I was ten, I read fairy tales in secret and would have been ashamed if
I had been found doing so. Now that I am fifty, I read them openly. When I
became a man, I put away childish things, including the fear of childishness

. and the desire to be very grown up.
—C. S. Lewis O
\ .
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I mean,
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You nuts? After
YOUR story?
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to be afraid of !

Besides, whats J Maybe you'll see that
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It5 confusing.

But thats what
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Not knowing, and
being confused.

a4
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doing all the time,

evenme.
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abad thing.
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waiting!

T'm going to my first
sleepover tonight!
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don’t wanna come?
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Early character
drawings and notes
on Alexa and Lora.

| drew these when

| first told my publisher
| wanted to make a
book about them!

*12 years old Lom
* quiet, Ioncg Zi
* likes cryptids,
weird phenomena,
mgmolo”.

/Uexq + dead since the 60's
* 13 years old convent

school gal
* curious, fun.
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still the same.
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Here's how | make comics.

I do an OUTLINE. | get the basic idea of how | want to tell a
story and a character’s journey, from start to end.

Then | spend a long time THINKING,
aka DOING OTHER THINGS. During

f - this time, the story will grow, change,
\ o get new ideas, lose old ones, and so
g‘t & o0 on. | don't force my creativity, and |
o

let my story ideas come to me
whenever they want.

Once | have thought enough, | write a BIGGER
OUTLINE. Then | get
to writing the SCRIPT.

This is what my script ) Yap
looks like. S L‘/r e 1,

| write using dialogue with minimal narrative direction, and
little to no notes on the artwork. My focus when | write a
script is on the story and characters. If both are strong, the
art follows easily (for me anyway).

While she talks, she flips through the pages of the chapter: the White Lady, Bloody
Mary, Will-o-Wisps, and seances...

Lora: Hmm...feeling an idea coming...(snaps fingers) Let’s hold a seance!
She turns to her toys.

Lora: Not just a seance - a seance tea party! Whee-hee! (picks up her cat and
bat plush) C'mon!

She brings up a tea set to the attic, as well as some birthday cake and a crystal ball.
She makes an (inaccurate) ouija board and planchette out of cardboard and markers.

Arrange herself and her toys/fairies (guests) around a circle, she begins her seance,
raising her toy wand.

Lora: Bada-zing!
Nothing.

When my editor, Whitney, gives me the green light for the
script, | move on to actually drawing the comic.
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Lora

I've always seen the girls in cartoons
wear dark lipstick and reaily liked it

But it never occurred to me that 1
can do that in real life ?

I'm 50 glad it looks good. I feel like
I'm more myself on the outside now.
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’
.l
Her parents sgught help
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you stayed here?
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Because I'm
not +ha+magxc.

You are.

\ You created that

magic as a kid. And you'll still do it even

when you're old and gray.

Yow'll create

that magic as There is

V nothing to be
scared of —

And the best
thing is, you
wont be alone.

When you have awhole
life to look forward to.

This world i5 50 big, and
full of people who keep
the magic in their lives.

- and you will =
they will recognize
you. Young orold.

And
they will

love you.
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Of course!
How obvious.
Thanks, mister.

Another question:
50, my ah-ma burns paper money
for my ah-gong sometimes.

I'm curious.
Do uj’all actually use
money in the ghost world?

Do you
like this
party?
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A0

Check out
hisdate,

Hesso
cute, right?

Wheetee!
Indecision—
ovee )J

Okay, lemme show
you my options. , .
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50 I've just been
hanging out with
myselF lately.

Tts 50
silly, but...
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Alexa,

please come out.

o
o
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Nobody knows I cantcall
where I om.

How long has
itbeen?
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50, when I was nine, in my old school, I had 10 go pee, real bad.

/

-

/|

The hallway to the tailet
was so empty, And so quiet. ..

And the toilet itself
was like that f0o. No
one was in there, and
despite it being well -
Iit, there were dark
shadgws inside the
cubicles. . .

After I wasdone, L
went to wash my hands.

There was this long wall
mirror above the sinks.

I looked up —
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Yo, who are yow
shouting at?
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B Since you've been aghost |
o for ages, I thought it'd be. |
S funto show you what all
B thekids likenow. g

It got games, movies,
books, the internet. ..

q 0Oh,you know
whata TVis!

Well, its kinda like
that, except you can
ask this TVto do

anything you like.

You'll love
the internet!

old cartoons Q|

You can find anything you
want on it instanty.

All you gottado is fype in your
requests in this box here...
-~
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M 70015w ver ¢
- g“(%e Jrade

All ?’heirhings I need 4o keep
me wr‘uﬁnﬂ,dmw'mj 4 '}hinkinj s

\comics X
development moleskine
U concepts, thumbnails, ideas

ipad pro % apple pen

(portable work device )

K) drauuing apps:
.procreate

«clipstudio
planner

wrihng:
-goodnote (1 love calendars
: i and to-do lists.)

Work: llom - 2pm
Break : 2Pm— bpm

Webster

eershes dOCS

. D libreoffice
Huion

’351,'85 " [=] notepad/textedit
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Ma,I'm headmg
out now!

Don’t come home
late. 4 pm max.

or treat?
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Diana.

Hmm? You don't remember?

What was I
like, when L
was alive?
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Picking out Should I go
clothes is all black?

WAY easier.

Maybe I should try going all out
since this will be my first prom. . .

Wouid it
be worththe /,
investment? /
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Lora

about makeup -

Sunni
emi, lets!!!!
find out, I mean.

(;;31 oh you too, Lora!
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I must have heard
a clumsy squirrel.

Abuelita. ..?

My whole world
has changed

And I didn't
realize...
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Heh.
I always pride
myself on being
achild at heart.

Part of my

I moke books
= for children.

But also to live

To me, it’s important to agood life.

keep the mind and spirit
young. Not just to make

good stories —

T7e fairies o
Jari /%rﬁzﬁ
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Living vicariously
+hrough other peoples
childhoods. . .

. Asif...

It'l replace
the life I lost.

What am
1 doing?
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This is the story of
a girl, one Alexa Hudson.

She was a sickly child.
Her illness made it hard
for her 1o be with other

children.

hic Siaredioitc As she grew, she became well
enough to attend school.

window every day, and
longed to run ond
Jump and plmj. .

, ! For a while, she learned to make
o ¢ -J"‘Slr like friends, to laugh, and to blossom.
everyane else.
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NOtthat T dont
pelieve you!
Ghosts? I don't
doubt that spooky
stuff! I swear!

See ya at prom fonight, Lo!

Bye, ghost
in +he house!

i

My boyfriend’s N
gefh’ng ontsy.
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Please tell me
you're up here. ..
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Lora’s at her first prom tonight.
She will be with her friends. . .

Will Lora
be okay?

Withyou

If she’ like any
of the kids 1 used
to play with —
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did you finish the podcast yet??
=

Lora

T'monly hatfway but OMGGG so
L.\ spooky! I love it!
7~

Emily

RIP @ me. Rly gotta find +ime to
listento it

A






