





For Cesca,
my sister.
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THINGS WERE BEST WHEN
NESSIE WAS ABOUT 51X.
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HIAMANDA, | WAS JUST —
YES, YEAH OF COURSE SHE'S

= ~ L \\\
BA’UN 700, YEAH. [ —NO, WE WONT
BRING HER BACK (OVERED IN - OK. )j
TWo 0°CLOCK? 0K FINE. / L
> 7
N p/\{ AV 6 )

WERE AT THEMALL, 50
WERE CLOSE.

0K, 1 GOT IT,AMANDA . {'M GOING TO GO
NOW. 111 SEE YOU S00N.

il LAl s [

WHAT'S THAT? | DONT THINK IT MATTERS WHO=)

0K, FINE, 1L ﬂ/?/VE YES, 1L I)RlI/EMFE

™ V\’\:\‘V\\h ?




HEY YOU Two -

I LIEDTO YOUR MUm,
BUB, BECAUSE SHE
WAS WORRIED AND |
R\ 0ION'T WANT HER




@57 S0 SHE DOESN'T GET UPSET, WE // @’3 GREACK 0 QUES QUICK AND CLERN Y@
f

SPENT TODAY INTHE LANGLEY MALL, 1 iy (( -
YOU know WHAT | MEAN? NN ({/ 7 — =

v AN | \\\-M’” / =
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PONT WORRY EVERYONE, WELL (ATCH )i
N THAT LITTLE BASTARD 500N
Y/ i
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YOURE LATE.
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AV Yoy mean gRoN ?
SHE'S IN THE CAR, YEAH,

OH PLEASE, LIKE YOU EVEN CARE
ABOUT SAYING HELLO.




... YOURE ALWAYS RUSHING TO ASSUME
THE WORST OF ME, YOU KNOW THAT ?

MAYBE IFYOU OPERATED ON A LEVEL
OF BASELINE RESPECT, | WOULDN'T BE 50
QUICK TO -

OH, YOURE ONE TOTALK ABOUT S
N\ BASELINE RESPECT.
' =

—_—
T

e

JUST BECAVSE YOU WANT T0O BE HELPING
QUT, DOESN'T MEAN YOU CAN FEEL
ENTITLEDTO TELL ME -

CONVERSATION ABOUT ENTITLEMENT,
AMANDA? REALLY?

YOUNEED TO STOP —

“H IF | WAS A FROG, I
WIFE ME A SNAKE ...
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o | WISH SHE COyLD SLEEP OVE
INMY ROOM SOMETIMES.

R




S\ GET YOU CLEANED UP, YOu'll SEE HER
d ﬂ‘ AGAIN THIS SATURPAY.
Ko i







%000 THIS pREAMY 0Lp pepsT
(AN (/]TCH /l’ 5/?5/“("

— |

NOLDONT o BEEES
/\;}\1\
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... TAKE ME HOME AND ROLL AROUND
IN BED WITHME, BABE? ,
\-—/

)
bﬁfm

)

Q)

\ :i 1 ‘;.” e‘"j
SORRY FORYELLING BACK
THERE, BAEY.
—T
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IT'S 0K ,YOU TWo ALWAYS
SHOUT AT EACH OTHER.

[ r——————| [ .. EAT YOUR RICE NESS. IO
Y 50,00 0U HAVE FUN Vi
A\ w/iTH AUNTIE RACHEL L 8 \
| N TO0AY?

— N -
AND AUNTIE BRON, MUMMA.

ay g

AND AUNTIE BRONWYN.,
vy a2

L
g

. YEAH, RACHEL MENTIONED
THAT. $0 WHAT 01D YoU GET UP
TO OVER THERE?




OH... WASIT BORING?
NOI 7 (OVE sPENDING TIME WITH
AUNTIE RAY AND AUNTIE BRON !!

(50 wHAT 010 You LOVE DOING?

. WHAT WAS THAT FUN SONG YOU WERE
SINGIN G BEFORE?

OH, vUsT A SONG THAT AUNTIE
BRON MADE UP.

N0, YOU 60TTA MAKE IT UP
ON THE 5POT.

1M NO 6000 AT 1T,
AUNTIE BRON AL -
WAYS MAKES THEM.) |
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SOMETHING CAME
ALIVE ON NESSIE-DAYS
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WHEN WE STARTED OUT, BRON
WOuLD TEASE ME ABOUT BEING
ATOV6H NUT T0 CRACK.

|

”\
W

I

=\

°£/

ITH |
HER CHARM AND HER HUMOR
AND HER PATIENCE,

SHE WAS 50 SOFT AND 50 FUCKING )

SWEET THAT IT WAS HARD T0 BE
ANYTHING ELSE, WHEN | WAS ‘
WITH HER. !

25

BUT AS TIME PASSED, AS WE GOT CLOSER,
!/ REALIZED THERE WAS SOMETHING
HARDER, (N HER, DEEPER IN THERE.
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AND | HAD NO 1DEAR WHAT MM, SLEPT FINE, \w
T000 W/TH IT. S
| A— Y
= : f /f/?’\'_: 7
) R )
> [ |
N .
—r

=7 D0 YOU STILL WANT T0 HANG
" ( ouT AFTER WoRK? _—
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WE DON'T HAVE T0 po MYCH. WE CAN JUST SURE, WHICHEVER,
WATCH A MOVIE IF YOURE FEELING WEIRD, /JpgN'T (ARE.

0R , WE CAN WORK ON THE
GARDEN, LIKE WE SAID.
) -

SORRY., | DIDN'T MEAN —
.. IT'S EARLY. CAN WE
JUST MAKE COFFEE?
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| CAN'T DO THIS THING EVERY

[ MORNING WHERE | HAVE TO

\ |\ GAUGE WHAT | CAN EXPECT FROM
\ YOU, AND THEN DIG IT OUT OF YOU.

|22 e e 7]

(10 NOT EXPECTING YOU TO BE, SUDDENLY, YOU
\KNOW, HAPPY ALL THE TIME .

.
i
[

THIS ISN'TNEW SHIT, BRON. \' \

WeVE Been THRoUGH THIS }—— 1A\
50 MANY TIMES. 4

AN
..
5“ =

l
Z

\

BUTIT'S LIKE, EVERY MORNING | g
FEEL LIKE THERE'S... JUST...
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 (1TOLD YOU IT WoULP BE LIKE THIS.

\ You CANTMAKE 1T 60 AwAY OVERNI6HT. () am, 5T 1 5T wee 70
” : |\ ASK FOR THINGS, BABE.

Yov SAID YOU
\ WERE DOWN. )

1 v B
i

I CANTJUST FIx ALL MY SHIT, RAY. } [ > :
P D ( IT REALLY FEELS LIKE IT =
ITS AME s,
SAMESS, MY SHITS AME SHRTETIINGS, = //
- /
: \:A'
{ CAN'T HAVE S 5
YOU TRYING TO ))
FIX mE.

§ (i

/\\
\\\\\////'_\\\\
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TR

JESUS, BRON, | M JUST
7 wWANTING You TO TAKE
CARE OF ME T00,

1T )

[/ 1M NOT TRYING 8
T0 FIX Y0U.

29



| 60TTA GOTO WoRK.
I'M LATE. SORRY. _4

g ’)H; 1 o | g
Lf’r"" l o R [ B i
]
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FOLLOWING THESE
KINDS OF MORNING S

“]\ ~\ \ v F\LE.)
. ]
{\],))f = =
DR )
s

RESISTING THE URGE TO TEXT HER
THRQUGHOUT THE DAY



TOOK ALL my PAT/ENM

sik

— j

BUT | MANAGED.
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..CAN [ TovcH You'?
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I'M SORRY. | DON'
T0 NOT BE LIK




BRON... CAN YOU TELL ME THAT
Q. SOMETHING” DOESN'T

%
IT POESNT MEAN YoU.
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CUZ A SCARY-ASS g5

WL/

\

CAN PO WHAT SHE PLEASE

“\ U)14
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AUNTIE BRON! 1 CAN'T SING THEM
WITH Mumm A LATER IF THEY HAVE

(WHAT? WHAT's THE RubE wokD THERE ?)

g

("Ass”isA SweAR? JBE

= SHUH. IF "AS5" 15 A SWEAR, YOUR
") Mum 1S GONNAHAVE A RUDE AWAKENING
WHEN YOU TURN FIFTEEN, PARLING.

-
|

Wiy
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THANK YOU BEES FOR BEING
ALL AROUND US BUT NOT
N\ STINGING US, =

THANK YoU GRASS, FOR BEING

. PR

THANK YOou LUNCH FOR
BEINGIN my BELLY.

THANK YOU SKIN, FOR
HOLDING EVERYTHING

g™

AN




FOR BEING 50 PATIENT.
\ \PESPITE FUCKIN' EVERYTHING,
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... BECAUSE A BADGERNEEDS -
T0 EAT LOTS OF BISCUITS

(/D EAT LOTS OF BISCUITS —
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HEY DARLING, THAT WAS YOUR
mum. SHE'S ANXI0US TO HAVE YoU
HOME EARLY S0 WERE GONNA
\ HEAD HOME Now, 0K 7

WHY IS IT NOT UP TO US,
THOUGH? DOES SHE CON -
SIDER FOR EVEN A MINUTE

THAT THIS REALLY MESSES

WITH US 27

NOOO TS STILL EARLY VY] A
SEE? SHE DOESN'T )
WANT 70 G0 ;

e

g "
i, N
W \

)

. \ 2 .:...v b : R
ITS NOT UPTO US, BRON. ) 5

e R T

[ HAVE TO TAKE US HOME.
[JUST WANT ITTO BE
EASY TONIGHT.
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I'M NgT 60/NGTO JUST
ADJUST TO HER WHILE SHE

SHE DOESN'T GET TO TREAT EVERYONE LIKE
THEY RE INFERIOR . SHE DOESN'T GET TO TREAT
YOUR TIME LIKE IT DOESN'T MATTER, LIKE
THIS DOESN'T MATTER.

CBRON! CAN YOU PLEASE
7] CALM POWN ?

CAN WE 60 HOME? ) et
e AT

Pl =
,’)‘/ //’// ._ﬁ~ -
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OH, AND YoU PO? YOU THINK YOU
KNOW ABOUT PARENTING FROM SOME

PART-TIME INSIGHT, BUT You PONT
EVEN KNOW THE HALF OF IT,

-
"TRYING T0 CONTROL YOU,” CHRIST. YOU MAKE
ME OUT T0 BE SOME KIND OF MONSTER,
LIKE MY INTENTIONS ARENT I
ALWAYS WITH
NESSIES BEST-

OH, LIKE YOU ALWAYS .
KNOW WHAT NESSIE'S BES
INTERESTS ARE. T8

I WANTED HERTO COME HOME EARLY 50 SHE
COULD WIND DOWN A BIT. YOU DROP HER HOME AND
Sap. SHE'S HYPER RAY, AFTER SHE'S SPENT

Val

(50 7HIS IS ABOUT BRON.)

"/ THATS NOT WHAT | SAI1D,
DON'T PUT WORDS IN my MOUTH,
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AND DONT YOU PISS ME AROUND, AMANDA!
YOU ALWAYS FIND A WAYTO UNDERMIN E
ME AND BRONS TIME WITH NESS/E.

/T WASN'T THE AGREE -
MENT, IT WAS SUPPOSED

T0 BE You (0OKING g
AFTER HER, NOT YoU -
AND HER.
Vi
\
f
2
—\ .
) ‘“

DON'T WANTTO HAVE

SO WHAT IS IT THEN? IT'S FINE
IF Im ALONE, BUT YoU

NESSIE GETTING ALl
CORRUPTED BY SEE-
ING NASTY, FREAKY
QUEER LOVE?

= *lﬂ

YOURE JEALOUS OF HER. YOU RE THREAT -
\ ENED BY HER BEING DIFFERENT FROM YOU
N\ AND YOURE THREATENED THAT NESSIE
\ ADORES THE SHIT OUT OF HER

SHE IS5 DIFFERENT! You'vEe ToLp
ME WHAT SHE CAN BE LIKE —
SHE'S SICKIN THE HEAD!
SOVYES, SHES DIFFERENT,

AND | THINK
THAT'S BADFOR
NESSIE.

49




I THINK SHES BAD
FOR YoU.

SHIT, BRON ~

AR

¥

MAYBE [TSTIME TO
60, RAY, IT5 GETTING

~ =

il

ST

=

<
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2
]
A

LATE.




= THEN LASHES OUT AND SAYS THE MoST
HURTFUL THING SHE CAN THINK OF.
SHE'S BEEN DOING THAT SINCE

51






21D Yoy HAVE A
FUNTIME TOPAY?

IMSORRY 1 CUT YOUR PLAY -
DATE SHORT TOpAY, LOVE.
ONE OF MY CLIENTS CAN -
CELLED AND | WANTED
T0 HAVE YOU HOME 50 WE
(OULD HAVE BATH-TIME...

®\

P

-

m

53

/o AND MAYBE WE CAN WATCH A
MOVIE, BECAUSE I'M GOING TO BE

WORKING LATE TOMORROW, 50. ..




L POYOU... DON'T YOU
WANT T0 SPEND TIME WITH s
ME T00, BABY? =

-_— vl
DON'T BE SAD, mUmmA YL

| WANNA WATCH A
MOVIE WITH YOU.
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WHO WERE YOU TALKING
70 BEFORE?
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1DUNNO, | WAS JUST )
CURIOUS, | GUESS...

. BRON? CAN WETALK ABOUT THE
ONEMILLION THINGS TOOAY THAT
WERE AWFUL AND WEIRD?

IMTIRED, BABRE, | CAN'T
HANDLE IT TONIGHT, I'M 50RRY,
\ D0 YOU WANT TO CUDPDLE

?
— —
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TUESDAY WITH NESSIE WE CAN GO BACK
| TOTHE SAME SPOT. THERE'S ACTUALLY
HEAPS OF PARKLAND THERE WE
HAVEN'T SEEN YET.

I'M NOT SIDING WITH AMANDA.
SHEHASN'T GOTTEN TOME. IT’S JUST —
TOPAY WAS REALLY HARD, BABE. 2

RON ... | THINK THAT = 1 DONT KNOW .
FEEL LIKETHINGS WITH AMANDA
AT THE BREAKING POINT RIGHT NOW...

... MAYBE | SHOULD JUST TAKE
NESSIE BYMYSELF ON TUESDAY .
JUST 'TILTHINGS ... YOU KNOW —

58
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IMPRESSIVE, ACTUALLY,

ALLTHINGS CoNSIDERED.

WE WERE BOTH HANG

=ING OUT FOR THOSE
TUESDAYS AND SATUR -
DAYS WITH NESS.

60

THEY WERE LIKE LITTLE /SLANDS
OF SOLACE —

/s













YEAH,IT'S mE. YOU 6OT TIME TO mt@
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AND THEN,

—

Rl

You kNow -
/

| P —
o

~Y

THE WINTER STARTS ROLLING IN,
AND ITS A MONDAY AND
IT'S RAINING. ..
, o m,, ‘\f/;y’“b e
—— e
T ] / /
/ /
, =\, " i
)/ /
/ / y / /
/ /) y / g
/ '
¢ / / AND BRON JUST GETS UP AND SAYS =
/ 7 L
4 / £
= -
= /
/ : / 4
s/
. / /
/ / / /
/ / /
/ / / / s
L/ g
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WHAT 00 YOU
MEAN? WHERE?

e

WHY ARE YOU LOOKIN G

AT ME LIKETHAT? 1

]

(“

J)

(/;r_//-/

—

3

/TS BEEN MONTHS, RAY.
! HAVE TO GO AND DEAL WITH —

IM NOT, RAY. YOURE
DEALING WITH ME =
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YoU SAIDYOU WANTED
METO BE BETTER —

BRON, WHERE ARE
YOU GOING?

~AND IM TRYING, RAY.
THIS IS ME TRYING.

WELL... 50, | HAVE BEEN TALK -
ING WITH MY FAMILY.

WITH PAD. T’!’

1M GOINGTO STAY W
THEM, FOR A LITTLE.

o

MR. BREAD-AND - WINE
BAXTER? BABE,
WHAT THE HELL.

68



[

WHAT HAVE THEY BEEN TELL- ) 2l
INGYOU? DID THEY TELLYOU [ 1
TOMOVE BACK IN?

YOU KNOW, WHEN YOU
ASK QUESTIONS LIKE
THAT, YoU SOUND A

HELLOFA LOT 7
LIKETHEM, 77,

———

D)

1M STAYING WITH THEM FOR
A WHILE, TO TALK, AND THINK =

69




BABE, THEY PON'T EVEN USE
YOUR NAME RIGHT.

ON'T GETIT. YOU SAID YOU
DIDN'TWANT TO GO TO THERAPY.

YOU SAIDYOU WERE 60ING TO
WFIGURE IT OUT WITH YOUR PEOPLE.
. FIGURE [T OUT WI

TH ME.

A\ AND..

NO MY FAMILY
)) N PON'T COUNT AS
my PEOPLE?

e

=0

N

) J=

WD

YOU HAVEN'T TALKED FOR
FOUR YEARS. THEY HAVEN'T )
BEEN THERE FOR YOU.

@y

7 )

)i

|
) )

I
1




L YoU CAN'
SAVEME, RAY.

—~(NEITHER (AN JESUD

L —

EVERYTHING'S JUST BEEN.,..
FUCKING AWFUL . FOR AGES. W
KNOW IT. | DON'T KNOW WHAT ELSETO SAY

E BOTH

71



—

YOU FUCKIN PROMISED —

THEN WHAT IS THIS? DO YOU WANT ME
THAT NEEDING SUMEZ’H/NG _ TOWAIT FORYOU? Do YOU WANT ME
TO CHANGE WOULDN'T = —u TOVISIT? ARE YOU COMING BACK?
MEAN ME. k(—\‘ff\‘//_:/—

TDON'T KNOW WHAT | WANT.
1 vUST HAVE T0 G0,
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BRON WAIT —
A




CAN WE JUST 6070 =/ DUNNG, A ! DON'T KNOW WHAT T0 SAY YET. IM
DINER OR SOMETHING, AND TALK ? SORRY. 1 VUST HAVE TO GO FIX ... THIS.

74



(You bon'T HAVETO - )N (7

I SAID | WAS DOWN, 50
| GUESS THIS IS BEING
DOWN, RIGHT? i

T'LLWAIT, IF THIS IS WHAT YoU HAVE T0 90,

C W wite you cate ME? WiLL You SEND ME EMAILS,
CAN YOU TELL ME HOW YOU'RE GOING? gt

e

S 1 DON'T.... | JUSTNEED )
(T0 CLEAR MY HEAD.
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BRON, WERE FINE, RIGHT?
You yUST NEED SOME TIME ?
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e e
3 = HEY, You've
N REACHED BRON —

4 —_—

YOU KNOW WHAT THE
DEALIS. MAKE IT CUTE
: JF YOU CAN —

—I'LLGET BACKTO YOU
SOON. BEEP'S COMING

80






@E)‘, you've A’EACHED




/ CouLb Come V/I5]T.

JUST LET ME KNOW.

GIVE YOU SPACE. ) |

BABY, JUST CALL ME, 0K ?
ORTEXT. 1 JUST WANNA

KNOW How YOU ARE.

B0 | o0& /can wusT

83
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]

CWHAT's GOING 0N

RAY, I'VE BEEN CALLING
YOU FOR —

\
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= o

HAVE YOU BEEN DRINKING?!

e -

/N0, GOD,0F COURSE NOT.
[ JUST...| HAVEN'T BEEN
SICEPING 50 WELL.

YES, /\’AY TODAY. TUESDAY.
ELEVEN 0'CLOCK, YOU HAVEN'T
SEEN ANY OF MY CALLS HAVE YOU.

Y

A CAN'T MAKE OTHER ARRANGEMENTS,) | ‘ WERE GONNA HAVE
J'VE GOT A CLIENT COMING IN — ‘ FUN, RIGHT?
HALE AN HOUR. WE GOT THIS.

C ot

D=
radllrY
C

/TS FINE, I'VE

/ % GOT T,

)

Jierd)

[r=—=n1A)
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,..v““l 0/( BE 6000 _/_/ !

| N; \ !T
‘M j

OKAY, CALLME. OR I'LL CALL
‘ YOU AFTER THIS CLIENT.

g I KNOW YoU WiLl .

LOUISA SHOWED US A
SONG AROUT ELENA —
BEAR AT DAYCARE, AUNTIE ) i
RAY! | WANNA SHOW YOou.!

Y/?/?&&’OO-D
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SHE wAs YELLOW LIKE

\ Honey AnD 816 LIKE THIS!

... WHERE'S
AUNTIE BRONZ) )

SHE'S NOT HERE TODAY, BUB.
175 JUST YOU AND ME TO -
DAY, IS THAT 0Kk ?

SHE'S NOT FEELING HER
BEST, YEAH. SHE'S, UH, GONE
JO SEE WHAT SHE CAN

i

=
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(" 00 You WANNA HEAR ABOUT
THE HONEY-BEAR?

LETS 60 /N THE GARDEN ?
WE CAN BE ELENA-BEAR M8
IN THE GARDEN. g

S WE HAVE TO MAKE QUR =
N | SELVES BIG LIKE ELENA-BEAR }—

—

|\ I\T0 D0 THE SONG_F =
' T =

!
| ]
! !

YOU HAFTA PUT
YOUR ARMS OUT
LIKETHIS,

A\

RIGHT, YES.,
HERE WE 60,

W
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GOTTA CHECK
SOMETHING.

[“0 NEW MESSAGES ”7
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%
/ CALRIGHT. Fuckin’

’ COME ON.

Ok DARLING, I'm
GO0L TO - UH -

(/JUM/E RAY ? WHATS WRONG?) [
),

WHERE'S AUNTIE BRON ?
W/-/E/?E IS SHE?

WHEN /5 SHE
COMING BACK 77

91




I DONT KNOW NESSIE,
SHE'SJUSTNOT HERE !
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I

GONNA FIND YOU IN A BIT, 0K ?

YOU CAN WATCH T-\/ AND MUM’S

WAIT IN YOUR RoOM BUB,

“E
LDD
3%
53
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=
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=S
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~

. SORRY.

w
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0K, I'M DONE NOW.
WHAT THE HELL IS
- GOING ON.

| \\U

SHES GONE 1
‘ AMANDA
i

(
BRONS GONE

AND | CAN'T
FUCKING (0PE

NO, NOT LIKE THAT.

A BREAKPOWN. .. OR

WHAT? WHAT D0 YOU MEAN ?
DIp SHE WALK OUT ?

SHE'S, LIKE... HAVING

SOMETHING.

SHE WENT 70 STAY WiTH HER
FAMILY AND THEYRE ... yUST...
WASPY CHRISTIAN MANIACS —

SHE'S 60T SO MUCH SHAME TODEAL WITH,
AND SHE WENT THERE 70 CLEAR HER HEAD
AND THEY RE GONNAMAKE HER 50
MyecH WORSE

i

AND | DON'T KNOW WHEN SHE'S
COMING BACK, 1 DUNNO IF
SHE'S COmMING BACK,
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CAN YOU TAKE NESSIE FOR A

FEW TUESDAYS AND SATURDAYS ?
! FEEL LIKE I'M BREAKING APART,
AND | DON'T WANNA UPSET HER —

(.., DON'T BESTUPID, RACHEL. )

THIS ISN'T ABOUT UPSET -
TING NESS, WHAT YOURE
b\ ASKING FOR /1S TO SHIRK

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 50 ~

| [

N-NO, THAT S NOT WHAT...
D IMSAYING ] JUSTNEED A SEC-

ILE )

’”\ N 7

! .
YOURE SAYING THAT

\ )

— i~

4 I’f
el YOU WANT T0 DISAPPEAR

L o
N [ /NT0 50ME HOLE Because 4

/—

YOUR DAY GOT A BIT HARDER —
=T

SO YOU CANVUST POP UP WHEN o2
YOURE READY, AND BE FUN AND

LIGHT AUNTIE RAY AGAIN.
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(e

YOUTHINK | GET T0 BE FUN
AND LIGHT FOR NESSIE
EVERY DAY?

fi

N

Tz |

WHEN DAVE WALKED OUT, |/ CRIED
EVERY DAY FOR THREE WEEKS. IT FELT
LIKE THE WORLD WAS ENDING.

AND NESS]E SAWMOST OF
V THAT, BUT | DON'T THINK /
RUINED HER OR ANYTHING.

AND THEN YOU STEPPED IN,
EVEN THOUGH WE HADN'T
TALKED SINCE DAD DIED, AN D
You SAID YOU WERE PQWN.




ITMEANS CUTTING UP TOAST S0LDIERS
WHEN YOU HAVEN'T SLEPT PROPER IN
AWEEK. SINGING TIMMY-THE -

TORTOISE OR WHATEVER THE HELL
WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE
YOURE CHOKING.

THIS DOESN'T GETTO BE
LIKE, “LETS SWOOP IN
ANDTAKE BARY OFF
TIRED OLD mUm’s
HANDS, AND ITS ALL
FUN AND MAGICAL
ALLTHE TIME!

You SA1D You
WANTEDTOBE
FAMILY AGAIN.
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YOUDON'T HAVE T0 BE FUN,
MAGICAL AUNTIE

/ (You susT NEED TO SHOW UP)

s
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| TWE U PACKED UP YOUR
LROOM. A COUPLE OF

YEARS AGO.

(

WE GAVE A LOT OF THE STUFF T0
THE ST.VINCENTS INTOWN.

YOUR OLD CLOTHES... /0

2 e b

You DIDN'T SEEMTO WANT [

P ooy

| \

THE OPERATION. WE'LL HAVE TO MOVE
EVENTUALLY, THE STAIRS WILL GET

7

STILLHURTS, BUT A LOT BETTER AFTER
TOME AT SOME POINT.

MATTHEW THINKS WE SHOULD
BE DOWNSIZING ANYWAY.

"\//

101
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VAN
(W DioN T THINK You's mIND.)

ITS FINE,
2 (/1 DONTMIND.




BUT AFTER YOU CALLED,
MATTHEW AND | SWAPPED
THE COUCHES IN THE
BASEMENT AND THE
LIVING ROOM , 50

/AN e orr
SHES EXCITED YOURE VHW

COMING HOME, SHE'S
MISSED HER BIG — Ag

7 :

. WELL, SHE'S &
YoU cAN HAVE MISSEDYOU. ~
THE SOFA -BED. /
=)
T — ~
e

/ GRACIE HAS YOUR OLD ROOM NOW.
SHE SAID YOU COULD SHARE HER

s .
BED WITH HER IFYOUD FIT. @ ]
U\ We ASSUMED YOU'D PREFER
N\ SOME PRIVACY, OF COURSE, / / _ = 5
M Z|\ A

[
\
4
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NI

OH, SHE'S DOING WELL. | KNOW SHE
MISSES THE KIDS — NOT THE OTHER

TEACHERS S0 MUCH. SHE KEEPS HER —
SELF BYSY WITH THE VOLUNTEERING .

SHES WORKING WITH
SOME OTHER WOMEN AT
ST. MARK'S, THEY'RE PUT -
TING TOGETHER AN INTER -
FAITH PROGRAM AT THE RESOURCE
CENTER—WITH ALLTHE MULTI-CULTURAL
ACTIVITY INTHE NEIGHBORH 00D, YOU
KNOW. SHE'S KEEPING BUSY,

HAVE Yoy ToLb HER?
THAT I'M COMING.

R

IE;
WELL, YOU KNOW THERE 15 ALWAYS
——{ (A PLACE FOR YOU INTHE FAMILY HOME,

@

\
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WE DON'T HAVE TO TALK JEEE
ABOUT THOSE THINGS.

=
LBy
B |
1
=
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O THERE'S 50 mucH, THAT /
—(HAVEN'T TOLD YOU AROUT.

3. A
> \‘q YOU DON'T HAVETOTELL ME
| wzymw@ YoU kKNOW,
\ )

i
oy

S -
| KNOW. | MEAN = ITS JuST
STUFE | THINK YOU'D ACTUALLY..,
JUST, THINGS I'D LIKE TO TELLYOU.

”—\/—

\

" THERE'STHIS KID IN MY LIFE.
SHESNOT MINE, ITS NOT LIKE THAT,
BUT... YEAH. WE SPEND A LOT OF
TIME TOGETHER
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2

D

7\ \A/WANDA IS HER Mum
Z e

WH0 ARE HER PARENTS —
UHM, THIS WOMAN CALLE ) '
1% i

. AND AMANDA'S SISTER IS
RAY, SORAY'S THIS KIDS AUNTIE.

T A/ /

| I/ /

! MEAN,YOU COULD EASILY SAY THAT
YOU AND mum WERE THOSE ANGRY

MIDDLE-AGED ANGLOS IN THAT ENCOUNTER

T

A\

)

= L )

~= JJ\K

UH, YEAH. SHE WAS THE ONE
THAT CAME AND PICKED ME

UP.. LASTTIME. —=2
)1 : |

@ANG/?Y CHINESE GIRL
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N\

I

719}//

.. BUT ANYWAY. THIS KID, HER NAME
ISNESSIE. SHE'S SIX,AND A BIT
SMALL FOR HER AGE.

: /,l/
g?urme’s LOUD AND VIERANT

AND VERY IMAGINATIVE.

SHE'S A 600D LEADER WiTH GAMES.

WHEN SHE’S AT DAYCARE, SHE GETS THE
OTHER KIDS T0 ENTER THESE, LIKE, SCENES
~ 0 WORLDS-WITH HER.

| [/TSLIKE SHE KNOWS HOW TO GET
EVERYONE FEELING AS EXCITED

ANDJUST,VERY FULL OF LOVE _AND SPIR|

fHES 50...WEIRD. AND EMOTIONAL .

y
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(1 6vEss 50, YEAH,




Ras T Y

Y=UH -2

h > | /l B .|
| WANNA DO SOMETHING ELSE. IR
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SHE... SHE CouLh SPOT
Him BEST.

T AREYOU SICK?
YOU LOOK LIKE YOU RE S/CK.

NO, 1 JUST HAVEN'T HAD
MUCH SLEEP, SO I'M) FEELING
... SLUMPY, SORRY, SWEET-
PEA, | KNOW IMNOT MUCH

110



g WHAT HAVE YOU - =
SR\ GOTTHERE? N
@\/

/ nevrea ) AL

BIT BAD OKAY?, i

&

£

TAUSE YOU'RE REALLY GOOD AT
DRAWING AND M /?EA LLY BAD.

y:

W)

' ( BUT 1T’ ALL SCRIBRLED OUT,

N (=
:-ﬁ LY
=
WHAT DO YOU MEAN 7
YA
/ A

/| DREW SOME STUFF WITH YOU
ANDME AND AUNTIE BRON AND /=

%

THE BIG BROWN RIVER WHERE

WE WERE LASTTIME, BUT | !. E
 MESSED IT UP. \
S \
THATS VERY SWEET, BUB.
N\ CAN | SEE? =
A e
—

IT HELPS IFYOU CAN STILL SEE THE THINGS

O THAT YOU'VE MESSED UP.

YOU ALWAYS KNOW WHAT YOURE DOING.

m



LL\9 \

—] WHALES
HERE, 00 Y0U WANNA TRY )2
\Acai ToseTHER?

A
S 2

@K. FLLDO THE COLORING BITS))

¥ 7~ WE WERE ON THE BANKS OF |
7 N THE 816 BROWN R/ VER — A" o

P

y . /

A

o

R
P MR ¥
TREES, TREES TREES TREES.
\ MORE, AUNTIE RAY.

AND YOU CAN DRAW YOU HERE.
\\ AND AUNTIE BRON HERE. L
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'/ AUNTIE BRON SAID WE SHOULD
L 00K ARDUND THE RIVER THIS TIME —

¢
i .
r\}-
& 4

f

f

~°
b @ = .
W (/,jp
“ l e
- &

:@L/ |

7 SHE SAID MAYBE THE FISH WouLD ).
( KNOW WHERE THE SILVER DOG /S. /%
"~ “NU |
=\

(Rememser? )+ /

goet
Nﬁ’
e

. | 1
LT ek

o [ THE SNAPPERS IN THERE cout D TELL "\
#f YOU THINGS THAT D MAKE YOUR TOE — S
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w, g1

LY S0 wENEED A BOAT -
[ 8/6GER THAN THAT, AUNTIE RAY!

e

e TR

: \ P BN f‘
g e i S

\ g A

GOT}’T Gt ST P, o ubw"; ‘
\ﬁfw;.\,m,,mm .

-, s
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L T .

———

w{\

T
.

(—
__~_‘:\,
WE ALLHAFTA HOLD ON 1/




e —

S AUNTIE BRON'S FALLEN

[ ]
DRAW HER SW/MM(/@’ S
WARE!
\J J\

SHE'S JUST GONE TOTALK TO %

X/syes AND CRABS AT THE BOTTOM
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=\ . (AAALRIGHT LET'S

VW \ GET YOU SET UP

LZDAN

IR 1550 LONG

(our KA

YOURE SODAMN TALL NOW.




R,
%mmiu‘w
......

wm\m R —
N et . %
2] \-«»‘i'-uw:%
L |
|
i

=" THE WATER'S GETTING MORE
CALMER , DON'T WORRY -
—
(WEVUST HAFTA WAIT UP HERE,
W"'h-hﬂﬁ:l ey "#u‘M’M .

A

118



[ YOUR MUM'S ON HER WAY
T0 COME PICK YOU
A\ UP, MY LOVE.

TIMETO PACK UP.

1L HAVE SOMETHIN G WHEN
I\ / G0 BACK UPSTAIRS.

THE FISHES TOLD AUNTIE BRON WHAT'S
UP: SHE SAID THAT THEY SAID THAT THE
SILVER DOG WAS HANGING OUT WITH
THEM FOR A BIT. BUT NOW HE'S
HIDING SOMEWHERE ELSE,

19
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CHAPTER FOUR
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t 7 > e ‘ :
YoU KNOW, YOU CAN STOP f
FREAKING OUT THAT YOU RE
2=\ BURDENING EVERYONE WITH
m YOUR FREAKY PRESENCE. ‘

—

| KNOW THEY'D LIKE, NEVER EVER
SHOW THEIR EMOTIONS UNLESS YOU
RAN NAKED THROUGH THEIR LIVING
ROOM SCREAMING "GOp IS A
LIE” OR SOMETHING.

BUT THERES LITTLETHINGS.
TRUST ME.

\ 7/
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&’ A

HEY, ]’vE BEEN AROUND HERE

TWO. I'M AN EXPERT.

—

LONG ENOUGH TOMAKE A
SOCIAL STUPY OUT OF THOSE

[/

VA | KNOW. | KNOW | LEFT YOU
HERE ON YOUR OWN WITH THEM,

ITS OKAY. MAYBE IT'S THE SECOND
CHILD THING, THEY RE WAY MORE

CHILL WITH ME THAN THEY
EVER WERE WITH Y0U.

YOU WANT ANY OF THIS
GRANOLATHING ?

7]

P

=)

Lo, m 6000, 1]
N
%/ -

X3
U

AT ZE B
//:_%\\ TN

=

100U seem upseT AT ME.Y

[ | lfﬂ T e
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Y'KNOW, FINPING YOURSELF OUT

| THINK I JUST... 1 DON'T KNOW,
YOU'RE JUST S0 MUCH COOLER AN D
WEIRDER THAN ME —

— ) THINK | JUST WANTED TO SEE SOME "\ ‘—f
OF THAT COOL WEIRD LIFE YOU WERE LIVING, )

LIKE WHAT ARE YOU EVEN
POING BACK HERE,YOU KNOW ?

132

ALSO, LETS RE CLEAR—
YOU'RE DEFINITELY BOTH
Co0L AND WEIRD.




ot =2 8
AND THERES NOTHING STOP -
PING YOU FROM TAKING OFF
WHEN YOU'RE READY.

/M NOT LEGAL -ANY )
~THING YET, gummtl

U\ (ke | 6o77A STICK

\

L/ AND | DUNND, | FEEL W

PLUS = AND THIS SOUNDS 5D
DUMB, | KNOW —~

BUT LIKE, | DON'T KNOW WHAT IT
MEANS TO JUST TURN AWAY FROM
EVERYONE AND... EVERYTHING.
ITSNOT LIKE ITS MY WHOLE LIFE, BUT.

AND THEN EVERY TIME | MEET KIDS
IN OTHER YOUTH GROUPS, THEY'RE
JUST TOTAL SQUARES,

// DON'T EVEN KNOW WHERE I'D FIND
PEOPLE WHO ARE JUST... COOL.

WHO WON'T EXPECT METO LIKE,
DISAVOW EVERYTHING | KNOW.
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... I'VE NEVER APPRECIATED
BEFORE THAT WERE ACTUALLY
KIND OF ALIKE.

[

4

s

YEAH THAT'S cuz THE LAST TIME
WE WERE HANGING OUT | WAS TWELVE
AND ALL | WANTED TO TALK ABOUT WAS
PONIES OR WHATEVER. | HAVE
A WHOLE PERSONALITY NOW.

q

‘ﬁlr‘_

Caiy

=7 You HAVE 50 mUcH )
CATCHING UPTO DO.

134

... SO YOURE GOING TO
STICK AROUND THEN ?

</'D LIKE TO.

>




IR NGy Lk
WHAT ABQUT THAT GIRL?
YOU WERE TOGETHER, RIGHT?
s ol % 4 £ 0
WL/ RAY. YEAH, WE WERE TOGETHER.
PN/ THINK I'VE RUINED [T, THOUGH. £
i

'y -Jd[BEA

7
Vo
—— — !

. g

AND I'VE BEEN SUPER DEPRESSED AND
LOST AND JUST... I'VE BEEN
DRAGG/ING HER DOWN,

AND THEN 1 60T SICK OF FEELING
GUILTY AND HOPELESS, S0 | THOUGHT THE
BEST THING WAS JUSTTO... REMOVE MYSELF.

AND I MADE A
MESS OF LEAVING.

7 ALSO WASN'T HAPPY WITH THE WAY

="

SHEDIDN'T WANT ME TQ, BUT SHE

135




( BUT YOUSTILL LOVE HER, HEY.

JAND YOU'VE BEEN TOGETHER WHAT,
LIKE FIVE VE/M’S?/

FUT SHE WAS S0 DETERMINED T0
BUILD THIS LIFE THAT LOOKED THIS ONE
PARTICULAR WAY, AND | DIDN'T KNOW
WHERE TOPUTALLTHE PARTS OF ME

THAT | LEFT BEHIND WHEN I MET HER,

136

I DON'T THINK SHE WANTED TO
KNOW ABOUT THOSE PARTS, EITHER,




L WELL, THIS 1S ALL WAARRY
BEYOND MY MATURITY LEVEL —

HA, FUCK, SORRY, 1 DIDN'T ((//5;\
MEAN TOSAY ALL THAT. _ =

BUT IT'S DEFINITELY BETTER THAT
YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT IT WITH ME
THAN WITH mum AND DAD.

THEY'D JUST LOOK ATYOU LIKE [~ AW

YOU'RE ATERRIFYING ALIEN. " \\\

<\Z 7

S °||=

//-/___/\\ x
Z 2!

/@ : N7

cl N

(

-z
Al

THEY ALREADY LOOK AT ME LIKE
I'M A TERRIFYING ALIEN.

N
L

GCIVETHEMTIME. LIKE 0BVIOUSLY
YOU'VE CHANGED A LOT,

—

you

BUT THERE'S ALL THESE BITS OF
THAT ARE EXACTLY THE SAME.
/| I




\\_

WHEN | MET BRON, WE
BONDED ABOUT How
ALONE WE BOTH WERE.
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MY RELATIONSHIP WITH MUM WAS
WHATEVER, DAD WAS DEAD, AND

I AMANDA WAS SHACKED UP

—

% WITH NESSIE AND THAT
DOUCHEBAG DAVE.

WE SET UPTHE APARTMENT FOR
THETWO OF US, AND ALL WE
TALKED ABOUT WAS CHOOSIN G
OUR GWN FAMILY AND LIVING
EXACTLY HOW WE WANTED TO LIVE.

MOVING BRON OUT 0OF
HER FAMILY HOME WAS
LIKE THE RUSH OF

AJVAILBREAK.
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AND THEN ALL THAT SHIT GOES
DOWN WITH AMANDA AND DAVE,
AND THEN NESSIES INOUR LIFE
ALLOF THE TIME, AND BRON ...

SHE'D BECOME LIKE, MORE HAPPY THAN
I'D EVER SEEN HER. AND MORE
SAD, AT THE SAME TIME.

e
.
i —

«ﬁ

|!
P
[ —
e

[ DON'T KNOW HOW
TO EXPLAIN IT —

AND ALL THE STRUCTURES
WED BUILT TOGETHER SUDDENLY
FELT UNBEARABLY FRAGILE.

Y
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WHATARE YOU DOING HERE

—

|I

TN




I

THAT'S NOT WHAT —
ITS NOT LIKE THAT -

qfw}/mg DID YOU PARK? | ONLY GOT HOME
TENMINUTES AGO, THERE WASN'T

’? EVEN SPACE FORMINE —

|

™ = | WALKED
B R HERE.

WELL, /
PPOINT AT THE END OF
YOUR GREAT PILGRIMAGE —
= F X
— BUTNESSIES ON A PLAY-DATE
WITH ONE OF THE KIDS FROM DAY CAR €
THIS AFTERNOON. SHE WON'T BE
HOME FOR A FEW MORE HOURS.

N T &
N

ACTUALLY, I CAME TO SEE IF @NG 0UT? WITH ME?)
YOU'D LIKE TO HANG OUT J
S

N

WHAT? THAT'S A
) Tmﬁou/e WALK!
ﬁ A

Wow, yOU REALLY MUST B E
IN BREAKUP MODE.

7
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GOD, YOU MAKE IT SOUND
LIKE SOMETHING PERVERSE.

COME ON, WE DON'T HAVE TO PAINT
TOENAILS AND SPILL SECRETS OR WHAT -
EVER. CAN WE JUST, SITIN THE

KITCHEN AND HAVE A CUP OF TEA
OR SOMETHING? | PROMISE | WON'T
CRYTHISTIME, EITHER.

LOOK, [PICKEDUPA BAG OF
THOSE TAPIOCA CHIPS
THAT YOU LIKE.

WALRIGHT, FINE, COME IN,

|
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A 4

I SHOULD HAVE PULLED THEM

our AND COMPOSTED WEEKS

AGO, THE WINTER'S REALLY
0N ITS WAY NO .

f\

== 1

. -
B/ CAN HELP, WE CAN MAKE ATIME SOON - NG, ’”NMANAG'
| A X ,'(7' 3 ¥

8/ kNOw WHAT I'M )
W 00/NG, REALLY. A%




I DON'T NEED HELP, | CAN
HANDLE IT ON MY OWN,
THANK YOU.

.“. / 3
=\

/... I'VE BEEN WORKING FOR A LAND -
SCAPING COMPANY FOR THE PAST
TWo YEARS. =0T

YEAH, THATS TRUE. I'VE WANTED T0 GET
INTO BUSH AND FORESTY BITS MORE THOUGH,
CUZ WORKING IN PARKS DOESN'T
QUITE CUT /T, REALLY.

ITS FEELING DOABLE, T0O —
| HAVE ACCESSTO A CARNOW, \|
AND THERE'S THIS KID IN MY LIFE —
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BSSY

EJ

\x

S

by

VATOOYQUMERNT ). |

idTr —=IE f‘?" -
FORWURK WHEN
WINTER SETS IN. g

... WELL,YEAH. SHE LIKES
WILDER GREEN SPACES, TOO.

OK... WELL, ITS SEASONAL, SO
GUESS THERE'S USUALLY A FEW MONTHS
WHEN I'M 0UT OF WORK.

NN}

THOSE MONTHS ARE HARD. \
THINGS GETA BIT... WEIRD. )
WHEN ' OUT OF WORK .




ACTUALLY, MUM, I'VE WANTED
TO ASK YOU —

| WANTED 7O TALK ABOUT THOSE
PERIODS. WHEN | WAS SAD.

W 101147 00 You meAn? Mg

i YW e

IMEAN... | USEDTOBE WORSE. Yo

THAN | AM NOW.

PSRN | WANTED T0 ASK WHAT T |
WL THAT WAS UKE FOR YOU. Nl
>\ - i 1Y

YOU wouLP REMEM -
BER THOSETIMES

BETTER THAN ME,
I'D THINK.

YOU TALKED TO FATHER
WILLIAM SEVERAL TIMES
A WEEK,AND YOUR DAD
AND | INVESTED IN THE

PSYCHIATRIST THAT HE
RECOMMENPED FOR You.
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/ DON'T THINK THERE |5 )y
MUCH MORE T0 SAY. = 4}

0F COURSE WE
WERE WORRIED.

WORK ON YOURSELE, AND LIVING ON
YOUR OWNAND DOING WELL [T SEEMS —

/)

BUT CLEARLY YOU HAVE DONE 50/;453

BUT... | NEEDTO KNOW WHAT
IT ACTUALLY FELT LIKE,
FOR YOU TWO.

INEED TO
UNDERSTAND —
7 \

WHAT PO YOU MEANZ? DIDN'T T
GR0THER YOU THAT | WAS —

=TI E4

T“‘ = | | TILETT& =y
501 0on'T koW WHAT YR
DI MoRE THERE 15 T0 5AY,

i

C

“ 2
| WASN'T LIVING
ONMY OWN. 44
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THERE WERE THINGS THAT
FATHER WILLIAM SAID. ..

MADE ME THINK
THAT YOUMIGHT
HAVE 6ONE THROUGH
THIS T0O.

GROUP FOR AWHILE —

\J .\ LA

i

WE DON'T HAVE A HISTORY
OF MENTAL ILINESS
IN OUR FAMILY.

WHAT, AND I'M JUST THE ONLY
FUCKED-UP ONE IN A LONG
LINE OF GOP'S JOYFUL
CHILDREN?!

DON'T BE DRAMATIC.
YOU'VE JUST BEEN )
MISGUIDED.

e
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NOBODY TALKS ABOUT

THEIR
FUCKING FEELINGS HERE.

| DON'T KNOW HOW
YoU DON'T ALL
JUST EXPLODE.
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(No... wreRE whS THIS ?)

GREAT AUNTIE MAY'S 80 BANQUET,
(\ | THINK, SHE’S THE ONLY ONE WHO

EVER ORDERED SCALLOPS — YOU CAN
SEE THEM IN THE BACKGROUND.

OH MYy GOD - LOOK AT YOUR
FUCKING BRACES!

THAT WAS YOUR “EVERYONE IN THE
WORLD MUST KNOW THAT I'M A
HUMONGOUS DYKE” PHASE.

[ A4 [T~

Wow, DAVE. HE LOOKS LIKE
SUCH A BABY HERE,
NO FACIAL HAIR.

154



1/

I KNOW. | DON'T THINK WE D EVEN
HAD SEX AT THIS POINT.

YEAH, YoU'D JUST DRY-HUMP

| /NTHE BACK OF HIS MUM’S
TOYOTA AFTER HIS
BASKETBALL GAMES,

@Hy DIDN'T YOU SHOW ME THIS BEFORE ?

\

N

S~
—
e

(o
b L,i

N/% -

\

ARE YOU KIDDING 22

\

THE TWO OF US IN... | DON'T KNOW.

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME ITS BEEN JUST
YEARS. WITHOUT NESSIE, OR - WELL~

NN

D

AND... | GUESS
HAVEN'T KNOWN
WHAT T0 SAY 70
YOUIN YEARS.
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I e [T

OTHER THAN CRITICISMS AND . WELL, DIDN'T WE TURN OUT
UNSOUICITED OFINIONS, YOU MEAN ? E)(/-ICTLY LIKE MUM, THEN.,

0U DON'T EXACTLY
/NV/TE OPENNES'S

/—\«
— Y
STy

"lllll““‘

4\

FINE. DO /T 0UT THE BACK, »
THE NEIGHBORS ARE JUDGEY \I"]l

AAsouT THAT K//\/D OF THING,

— //'

NO, I MEAN-DO YUU
WA/\/NA SMOKE WITH /WE f




w
=
=
~
Qc
W
x
w
=
o
~
v
= |
=
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CHAPTER FIVE

W




THE FIRSTTIME BRON AND | FOUGHT, IT WAS
OVER SOMETHING INCREDIELY TRIVIAL .

| - T — (e

O«&@L,/JJ)
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WE'D SPENT A FULL FIVE DAYS TOGETHER, AND
WE WERE GIDDY WITH THE NEW FEELINGS
OF FAMILIARITY AND INTIMACY.

Jil

7

SOMEHOW WE'D ESTABLISHED
THAT I'D NEVER IN MY LIFE
EATEN A NECTARINE, 50
ERON MADE /T HER MISSION
TO FEED ME ONE AS

SOON AS POSSIBLE.

i

AN, ~

N NANNNUN

WE WENT T0 THE STORE

AND THEN SAT ON THE CURE, AND

SHE STARTED DOING THAT
THING THAT SHE DOES.
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J

HERE  LOOK AT THE COLOR FIRST. LOOK AT
THAT BEAUTIFUL SHINY, PEACHY BLUSH.

NOW, SMELL IT.
SHUT YOUR EVES.

PRESS ITGENTLY TS PERFECT, HEY?
IT'S GOING TO BETHE PERFECT,
SWEET RIPENESS.

YOU CAN ALMOST TASTE IT, HEY.

N[/ LET YOURMOUTH WATER A UTTLE,
GET READY FOR THAT SUGARY TANG.

AN

Y GOD, | THINK I'VE -
/

4 ‘ f— |

T~ MY FUCKING TOOTH IS
|\ cxrepep. vesus, ow
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| WAS EMBARRASSED, S0 | GOT ANGRY AT HER. (Yov 6oTTA TAKE 17 510@

1T’ GOT A FUCKING GIANT
PITTIN IT 77!

SHE LOOKED AT ME
COMPLETELY BLANK
THEN, ASIF [ WAS

A STRANGER.

! DIDN'T THINK
YOU WOULPN'T KNOW.

)
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HEY RACHEL?

/ DOYOU SWEAR AROUND /WY
CHILD? SHE'S STARTED DOING

165



BEING HERE, WITH YOU AND NESS. )

IT'SNICE... SEEING HOW YoU
TWO ARE TOGETHER.

o I'D BEEN AVOIDING IT, ACTUALLY,
FOR AGES NOW. WORK MADE THAT
EASY, BUT... WELL.

WELL YOU DID MAKE
/T PRETTY 0BVIOUS HOW
MUCH YOU HATED BRON

I NEVER HATED HER. ANDIT
WASN'T EVEN ABOUT THAT.

.| THINK | DIDN'T WANT
N T0 SEE HOW MUCH | WAS )
MISSING OUT ON.

. CHEACIED S
=T
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! DON'T KNOW. .. NESSIE ALWAYS SEEMS
TOHAVE SO MUCH FUN WHEN SHE'S
SPENDING TIME WITH YOU.,

| THOUGHT THAT IF | WAS THERE —
I JUST WASN'T SURE IF IT WAS
GOING TO BE LIKE A PARTY
| COULDN'T VOIN IN.

How DO Yoy AND BRON 00 Y
JT? HOW DO YOU GET HER
\ 70 8E50..

WELL... FOR ONE THING, BRON IS MUCH,
MUCH BETTER AT IT. SHE JUST KNOWS HOW
TOGET ALL, LIKE, LOOSE. INTHAT WAY.

! DON'T KNOW WHAT

/
THAT MEANS. | DON'T KNOW/

I TS NOT NECESSARILY LIKE NESSIE'S
SEEING THIS MAGICAL WORLD THAT'S
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT T0 ADULTS.

SHEJUST... LOVES PLAY.

/ GUESS YOU HAVETO BE DOWN TOREALLY
GO THERE WITH HER. AND SOMETIMES
THATS SOMEWHERE SORT OF FERAL

AND SCREAMY, ANDTHATS GREAT.
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KIND OF FERAL.
IT'SJUST FUNNY.

[ JUST WORRY ABOUT EVERYTHIN G
NESSIES BEEN EXPOSEDTO.

/ LIKE SHE'S HAD TO BE
W 7105 siveunr UTTLe
SPONGE FOR ALL MY

STRESS. AND EVERY~
THING WITH DAVE ...
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ALLTHE MOREREASONTO LET HER
SCREAM AND RUN AROUNE, MAYBE.

TELLING ME EVERYTHING GOIN G
T0 BE FINE OR SOMETHING, AND
| THINK, "G0D, |'m DOIN G
\ THIS SO WRONG !

@E'; 50... WAW/F@

| THINK SHE'S 60T
AN 0LD SOUL.

YEAH. MAYBE.

MAYPE WE JUST
UNDERESTIMATE
KIDS ALL OF THE
TIME, THOUGH.

AND 50 WERE SHOCKE
WHEN THEY EXPRESS AN
AWARENESS OR SENS/—
TIVITY TO WHAT'S
GOING ON.
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Y r"/\—_i [
GO ON. I'mGoNNA NN
"y

N X |

AND HERE YOU ARE POINTING
THE FINGER AT ME FOR
SAYING BAD WORDS

AROUND YOUR CHILD.
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BRON, WAIT!




DAMMIT WHAT'S m%%

ITS 0BVI0USLY NOT . WwHY B'YoU
LEAVE SO QUICKLY ??

I THOUGHT THAT WAS FINE.
T THOUGHT ITS BEEN FINE.
TELLME WHAT'S UP.

173




"v."‘.

\ \ \ ) W —

N \ : OK, FINE. SITHERE FOR ASEC. )
<1 A

/ HATE TALKING ABOUT THIS SHIT,

e
0

S50.. . YOU KNOW THOSE TIMES
WHEN MUM'S MAD AT ONE OF US __ m

4

o — s bl ‘ " z‘ -
AND SHE'S BEHAVING AND INSTEAD OF CALLING IT, EVERYONE
LIKE EVERYTHING'S FINE — ELSE IS ALSO ACTING LIKE IT'S ALL FINE =

r——

~WHEN ACTUALLY SHE CAN

BARELY LOOK AT You.
Y

W 7147 veryTHiNG AcTUALLY 15 EINE )

T W e
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AND S0 YOU END UP
FEELING CRAZY.

@u,/rm/\/ BE LIKE THAT FOR ME @

EXCEPT IT'S LIKE...EVERYONE'S mUm,

__ })

AND THEY'RE MAD AT ME

FOR JUST EXISTING.
\ & )

__.—/

A «/ !
WHEN 1 TOLD EVERYONE LAST
MONTH YOU WERE JOINING US,
THEY WERE ALL REALLY INTO I T.

QKE, EVERYONE WAS ACTYALLY
R

=] : A ™~ ARG
Z £ ' MIRANDA HANGS AROUN D )
o N SPECIFICALLY TO SAY HEY. A5

EALLY KEEN TOMEET YoOu.

gl } /
F 3
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MIRANDA'S STARING EVERY TIME I'M
AROUND. | THOUGHT IT WoULD GET
FETTER AFTER THE FIRST WEEK, BUT
SHE'S ALWAYS UP-AND-DOWNING ME
AS IF | CAN'T SEE HER POING IT.

N/ 0ow'T Know, 6/Ac

V]

THIS SHIT, IT USED TO MAKE ME
FEEL LIKE | WAS GOING INSANE

ANDWHEN [ METRAY, IT WAS LIKE
SHEJUST WALKED IN AND RIPPED

BACK THE CURTAIN AND WAS LIKE,
“YEAH, | CAN TOTALLY SEE WHAT'S
GOING ON, AND | CAN TOTALLY
SEE WHAT ITS DOING TO YOU.”

T
co

MADE ME FEELLIKE |
ULD BREATHE AGAIN.

N

176

)/)}

I‘\
THAT'S NOT WHAT I'M SAY -
ING. I'M SORRY, | DIDN’T
MEAN TO MAKE IT SEEM LIKE~

N

AN

A




| THINK WHAT I'M TRYING T0 SAY 1S =
THOSE TIMES, WHEN PEOPLE ARE
ACTING LIKE I'M THIS BIG
FUCKING 0DDITY —

POYOU THINK You
CAN DO THAT ? (

THERE WITH ME. NOT ON THE
\ OTHER SIDE OF THE GLASS.
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((GRACIE, HOW WAS GROUP TODAY ?

A '
50, GROUP?

7 ‘ 3
A \

g <= B
7:1, e
) L
- B
|
[
A | s
o -
AN N
-
Ny he
"
»

RIGHT, YEAH -

e

.
9/

ITWAS HARD, ACTUALLY.
IT WAS HARD WiTH
EVERYONE.

74

—

(R

1Q i ))
N o
e/

/

TWAS FINE..?
1/
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THE YOUTH GROU P
1S A 600D BUNCH
OF K105 .

THEY MAKE ME FEEL
LIKEAN OUTSIDER.
’l'"‘ 1 /
N A

I'm SURE JF YOU GIVE IT

(I7's ALREADY BEEN A MONTH.

WELL THEY WoULD VIEW YOU AS AN
OUTSIDER, IF YOU HAVEN'T BEEN PART
OF THEIR PATH UNTIL NOW.

1T 15 POSSIBLE THAT YOU ARE DETERMINED
TO STAY ON THE OUTSIPE.

IN WHICH CASE, BLAMING OTHERS
ISN'T FAIR OR APPROPRIATE.
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/%
I ek

=" GRACIE HOW 1S MIRANDA?
v/ DID SHE APPLY FOR THAT

>,
S ;
| EXCHANGE PROGRAM [ -

{

[... UM, | THINK SHE
MIGHT HAVE ?

SERIOUSLY 27 THAT'S 1 @

i

) SENT TO HER mum ?
HEWAY I'M TREATED 1S ALLMY FAULT,

Gl ) T8 S\ 00% 911
Nz I
7
END OF CONVERSATION, AND THEN WE RE

P
MOVING ONTO NICER THINGS ?

GRACIE? REMEMBER
THE CONVERSATION
\\ WE LITERALLY
JUST HAD??
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FINE. FUCK.

IM GOING To BED.
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A (|

WHAT'S IT LIKE FOR SOMEONE
LIKE...YOU KNOW. ..

Y NO. | LEFTHER VOICEMAILS AT
FIRST. ANDTEXTS. BUT | STARTED
TO FEEL LIKE | WAS HARASSING

HER, 50 1 STOPPED. |
N l" F :

WHAT'S IT LIKE FOR SOMEONE
LIKE BRON, IN THAT KIND OF
FIREAND BRIMSTONE SHIT? /
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LAST TIME, THEY TRIEP T0 GET HER TO
TALK 70 SOME PSYCH - DUDE CONNECTED
70 THEIR CHURCH COMMUNITY.

| THINK EVERYONE JUST WORKED REAL
HARD T0 CONVINCE HER SHE WASN'T

REALLY TRANS AND SHE JUST NEEDED
70 BEG CHRIST FOR FORG/VENESS
OR WHATEVER THE HELL.

(... cAN 1 SAY SOMETHING STUPID )

(
YOU USUALLY CAN.

JUST..ALLTHIS TIME .

[ GUESS | THOUGHT BRON WA'S
| VUSTBEING OVERLY SENSITIVE.

188

&

LIKE, | KNOW SHE'S NOT THE PIC -
TURE OF PERFECT MENTAL HEALTH.

BUT IF EVERYONE IN YOUR
N /200 mENT 1S TRYING T0 TELL
YOU THAT THE THING YoU ARE
POESN'T ACTUALLY EXIST ...
THATS NOT GOOD FOR A PERSON .

THAT IS STUPID.

\
| KNOW. I'M SORRY. |
¥\

ITS NOTME YOU NEEDA

APOLOGIZE TO.




ALL THIS STUFF, ITFEELS LIKEIT TAKES ME
FOREVER TO GET, BUT /T POESN'T SEEM T0
BE DIFFICULT FOR NESS AT ALL, YOU k/vou/ 2
SHEJUST TAKES IT IN HER Smms

o | KNOW, I WATCH HER DOING THAT,
T00. YoU KNOW WHAT SHE SAIDT0
ME THE OTHER PAY? SHE SAID

IMSTIL FUN, EVEN WHEN
IM SLUMPY .

AND ARE You ?

OH,WHATEVER. NESSIE ALWAYS HAS A
GOOP TIME WITH YOU. |'M SURE YOU'RE
PULLING SOME KIND OF AMAZING
ADVENTURE FROM SOME WHERE .

I DUNNO. | TOLD YOU, IT WAS MOSTLY

BRON WHO (oULD GET THAT MAGIC SHIT
GOING. /M PROBABLY AS BORING AS
YoUu, WITHOUT HER NOW.
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| I /TN [
SERIOUSLY > YOURE PUTTING STOCK
! HONESTLY HAVE NO I1PEA. | PON'T INTHE WHOLE GOP THING?
KNOW WHY SHE WOULD EVER GO ‘ il

weu wyy/vorn/n -
uusr @ue;swe

00 you Ger/r, ALL THAT
RELIGIOUS STUFF ?

MAYBE SHE STILL LOVES THEM ?
MAYBE |TWAS HARD FOR HER T0 |
JUST RENOUNCE HERRELIGION,
1 DoN'T KNOW.

<
I\ |
OF COURSE NOT. SUNDAYS ARE GROCERIES
AND LAUNDRY AND JAMIE OLIVER AT f”'E SAID SHENEVER WANTED T0

A SEE HER FAMILY AGAIN.

SEVEN, YOU KNOW THAT.

SHESAID THAT MEAND NESSIE
WoULD ALWAYS BEENOUGH
FAMILY FOR HER

BEING RAISED T0 PRAY AND REPENT
AND BE IN COMMUNITY LIKE THAT —
! DON'T KNOW THAT LIFE... MAYBE
THOSETIES ARE HARD 70 CUT.

VES WELL, PEOPLE SAY A LOT &—- :
OF SHIT.LET'S GO INSIDE?
ITS 700 COLP NOW.
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\

YOU REALLY HATE THE

E |

oy
RELIGIOVS PIECE, HEY.

I THINK 10 MORE TERRIFIE D
OF /T, ACTUALLY 7
; I MJE’ |

I DUNNO ANYMORE IFIT'S THE
GOD STUFF THAT SCARES ME —

! THINK IT'S BEEN SINCE
I'VE KNOWN BRON.

)
@HAUU YOUMEAN ?

A

JUST THAT THERE'S
: THIS HUGE PART OF BRON |
‘ ‘\/ TOTALLY CAN'T ACCESS.
@ ()

AY
LIKE I'VE PUT ALL MY SENSE OF
BELONGING INTO THIS PERSON
THAT 1 ACTUALLY DON'T UNDER -
STAND AT ALL .
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| THINK 1T'S FOOLISH T0 PUT ALL YOUR
BELONGING INTO ANY ONE PERSON.

You p1p.
WITH PAVE.

(WESSIE... ASKS ABOUT BRON A LOT.)

1 USED TO FEEL CONCERNED ABOUT
HER BEING IN BRON'S CARE. | FELT

YOU SAID YOUD TAKE NESS TWICE AWEEK.

/ LIKE | DIDN'T SIGN UP FOR THAT WHEN

==Y

YEAH, YOU MADE YOUR
CONCERNS PRETTY (LEAR

SUWA

DIFFERENT. SINCE SHE LEFT. )

AW Y

\
@

/J

192

s

.. WHY DON'T YOU 6O
OVER AND CHECK
IN ON HER?

Sy

HE DOESN'T WANTME T0.

SHE POESN'T WANT ME ANYM@/
2l (=




1DON'T KNOW, ACTUALLY. )

YOU SHOULD TALK TO HER.
ITS MESSED UP THAT YOU STiLL
PON'T KNOW. YOU NEED TO ANOW.

[ SCARED. IF SHE'S ACTUALLY SURE
SHEDOESN’T WANT 70 BE TOGETHER —

]
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WE HAVE THE REST OF OUR z/VEQ

0
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/N
TS ONLY ROMANTIC BECAUSE ITENDS
AT THE RIGHT mOMENT, BEFORE THEY GET
ALL WORN POWN BY THEIR ACTUAL SHIT —

T
(] A

o1

WELL 0K, IT WAS NICE | LIKE THAT
ROMO-SHIT SOMETIMES, SO WHAT.
MEAND EVERY OTHER 61RL

[/ Y0UWANT ICECREAM? LET'S I
GET ICECREAM, MY TREAT. (%
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COME ON, JUST LET ME,
WHAT FLAVOR ?

i
JUTERALLY ALWAYS WANT ICECREAM. @ FINE. OREQ, WAFFLE CO/L/ED
BUT THE MOVIE WAS YOUR TREAT. | PO
HAVE SOME MONEY. < :

HI = CAN | GET ONE 0%

ONE PISTACHIO. WAFFLE

i

(ONES

Wi

R

WITH YOU?

I
‘FHAT’S uP
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YOU KNOW, YOURE BEING REAL
EXTRA NICE. ANDIT'S
WIGGING ME QUT.

FEELS LIKE YOURE... | IKE, BUTTERING
MEUP TOTELL ME SOMETHING BAD. A

—

M YEAH...WELL... WHY DON'T WE S/T. HERE .

ITS... YOU'RE MOVING
QUT, AREN'T YOU.
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JEEZ BRON ! YOUYE TAKEN ME ON A
CUTE maLL TRIP SO 1 PON'T FREAK OUT AT

)

YOU, BECAUSE YOURE LEAVING. AGAIN

OH, FUCK YOU. GO HAVE A NICE MAKE -
UP WITH YOUR COOL ASIAN GIRLFRIEND.

THAT_WWT WH/JTf HﬁPPEN/NG

/

X

. /f =\

\

N
\

/TS NOT POSSIBLE THAT 1 ALSO JUST
WANTED 70 SPEND SOME TIME WITHYOU 7

IMNOT A FUCKING
CHILD, YOU KNOW.

VERE

WELL, MAYBE YOURE ACTING
L/kE ONE R/GH7 NoW.

7 IVE EOUND AN APARTMENT IN THE N

N WEST. 1'M 60ING TO TRY LIVING ON MY

199

OWN, SAVING SOME MONEY.




@m,wyy ARE YOU TELLING ME THIS ?

BECAUSE | PON'TWANT YOU
TO THINK I JusST
PISSING OFF.

THATS WHAT YOU DID LAST TIME.
THAT'S LITERALLY WHAT YOU
ARE POING RIGHT NOW.

[

EaN

@5 IS TOTALLY DIFFERENT.

I'M GOING TO CALLYOU —

/M GOING TO SEND YOU EMAILS,
AND ILL SET UP A SPOT WHERE
YOU COULD COME CRASH SOMETIMES.

You move ouT, AND FIGURE OUT HOw
70 GET YOUR ACTUAL SHIT TOGETHER.
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\ :
: Cuz g syail’s GOT VO ARMS RN
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NO | DON'T WANNA BEEE ~ J

e — T —— @
«’)
e —

Y
R Wt
N\ '\I\Ud RN
e Al

THAT sn a1 No mOOORE
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(THAT was AREALLY 600 ONE, BUB!

MUMMA HELPED ME A LOT WITH

v THE
Y/n//v(;. / CHOSE THE (RAB PART. \\\

/ NEED A REST MY DARLING,
MY ARMS ARE TIRED.
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IPON'T KNOW. IT FEELS LIKE IT
WiLL BE FOREVER —

BUT | GUARANTEE ITLL BF
LESS TIME THAN FOREVER.

\

: h 7
SMUMMA SAID WHEN SHE WAS REALLY
SAD, SHE PRETENDED LIKE SHE WAS A
DIFFERENT PERSON THAT WASN'T 50 SAD.

4’:"" l -~
(SHE T0LDYOU THAT?

N\ —
YEP. | DON'T REMEMBER 50 MUCH.
\[ BUT SHE SAIP SHE CALLED HERSELF MIsS. G
LIKE THE MISS. G ON TV = THE LAPY
WHOS ALWAYS PANCING. /
Vil 7 /777 /
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THAT WORKOUT CommMERCIAL LADY
ON CHANNEL TEN? OH mY 600,
I REMEMBER HER — KA/

MESS W/ 7%//17
I'MADO-ER, I'M miss 67

@ Wow, ! Am DEFINITELY GOING
TOTALK TO HER AROUT THIS. Ay

2
’

N

r\
MAYBE JF YOU JUST PO SOMEBOLY DI FF -
ERENT FOR A BIT, YOU'D FEEL ESS SAD.

/

Ny

s
~—"

|

78

—(... SURE, WHYNOT. WHD
WOULD | BE, THEN ?

SOMEONE WHO'S
ALWAYS POING
JUST FINE.

WHAT ABOUT /F YOU WERE
ANGELA. WITH RED HAIR.

7

206

ANGELA FROM PLAYSCHOOL 7 N
" NAH, | DON'T WANNA BE
SOME PEPPY WHITE LAPY. | |

AND SHE HAS NICE
FEATHERS.



IT'S TRUE, SHE'S BRAVE. ALL RIGHT,
( 7HATS wHAT'S UP TODAY THEN.
PLEASED T0 MEET YOU, NESSIE .

/’ZE//ﬂ:pTﬂEET /ﬂﬂ,
JUNTIE HENN Y PENNY !

/]

4

/TS NOT S0
RAINY!.

HENNY PENNY 15 A BRAVE N
AND ADVENTUROVS HEN !

YOu DON'TJUST WANNA WATCH
A MOVIE OR SOMETHING 2?2

|
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0K, THANK YOU.
Im=r
[17
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24 1F 1 was 4 sWATL
0075, ImEAN \\\ ‘

= 4
2
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Sy J‘_f:‘/\j\/ ;s
FOR THE FIRST COUPLE OF YEARS, 55
THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN &
ME AND BRON MADE US gt T
FUCKING VORACIOUS. s

AS IFTHEY MAPE UP THIS GREAT
SPRAWLING LANDSCAPE THAT

WE COULD FLOOD ACROSS, N -
TOWARDS EACH OTHER. , N
P
\\,\p\/\ _ ” 0 MUCH GROUND T0 COVER. 4/
: -~ AN /o
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7

/) IT KEPT US UP AT NIGHT-TRYING T0 LATER ON, THAT BIG SPACE BECAME ALL |
REVEAL AND EXAMINE AlL THE MIXED UP WITH LETHARGY, AND

, PIECES THAT SEEMED TOTALLY g B

" ALIEN, TOTALLY FASCINATING.

LIKE THERE WAS NO AMOUNT |
OF STORYTELLING OR SHARING
OR TALKING THAT WOULD &
CLOSE THE GAP. ,
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1 60T AN APARTMENT.
ONTHE WEST SIDE.

?73) THAT'S GREAT, 600D FOR YoU.)
[ 2

219



SHE READ A WHOLE BOOK
ON HER OWN THE OTHER DAY.

"

. N
W

. - @
0 SHIT. WHICH ONE?
' A
THE MR.POTATO ONE
WiTH THE FOLD-0UT BITS

DAMN, | FEEL LIKE SHE

OF COURSE, A MASTERPIECE.
S 6ROWN
S50 MUCH IN THREE MONTHS .

),




LIKE THE LAST TIME I SAW YOU
WHAT'S FUNNY ? / WAS LITERALLY CRYING IN MY
UNDERWEAR ON THE STREET.

SORRY-NOTHING'S FUNNY.
[ REALLY. ITSJUST -1 THINK
"\ 1m nervous or someTinG .

1/

N Y0y SHOULD'VE CALLED TN\
S 7210 mE YoU WeRE ComiNG,

E=s l

[ KNOW. / KEPT MEANING T0,AND
N THEN PSYCHING MYSELF OUT — £

e By T e e
YOU SHOULD'VE CALLED.IN G

e e




l

BUT HERE WE ARE. /MN T
kNﬂWWHAT//nM/NG HERE. /

V= 2

S
(. 1 REALLY MISSED YOU.)—]

222

/ v o S WiVAYA'
4 X X A AL X

1 MISSED You, T0.



THIS ISN'TUS GETTING BACK
TOGETHER, IST.

223



@@m? THIS ISN'T HOW /m@

(...01DYOUCOME HERE TOTELL ME THAT ?

1 PON'T KNOW.

[ s

/ CAME BECAUSE | WANTED "\X )
TO SAY HI T YOU AND NESSIE.
AND T0 SAY SORRY. _ _—

| I

7

FOR EVERYTHING.

CURRENTLY NOTHING.

77
<)) —
LATER PROBABLY PLENTY. )
} M // {W /[
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™ |
WE[Z,/IT/[HOVEYUU; |

\

! PON' 7/(/\/0w U/HA r
TO DO wyTH THAT B/MN

SOMETIMES | WISH WE COULD JUST
60 BACK T0 THE TIME WHEN AMANDA
WAS STILLA JERK, AND YOU STILL LOVED
ME AND EVERYTHING WAS STILL
KIND OF NORMAL .

. BUTAMANDA'S STILL
A JERK, RIGHT?

( N
NOT 50 MUCH, IT TURNS OUT. THINGS
"\ ARE REALLY CHANGING EVERYWHERE.

225



BUTIFYOUVE ACTVALLY BROKEN MY
HEART = AND | THINK YOU MIGHT VE =
THENITS BASICALLY HER JOB TOHATE

AM I STILL... IMEAN, HOWw WouL D
YOU FEELABOUT —

DO ISTILL GET TO BE
AUNTIE BRON SOMETIMES ?
A

NS

THIS IS THE PART WHERE | WANT TO

SAY, YES, OF COURSE . BUT ITHINK IT'S
MY TURN TO TAKE SOME TIME NOW.

f NN

226

BUTNESSIES NOT GOING T0 FORGET
YoU ANYTIME SOON. THERE'S TIME.
AND YOURE YOU. SHE'S 0BSESSED
WiTH YouU.




SHIT /-]CT[//H[VBACK TOGETHER

v . 7 4 .[5’, vib /\_\,’
Y/wr . NEED SOME TIME T0 GET MYY_ X,

W RVERE

b I PROBABLY NEED TO LIKE, SPEND N\

SOMETIME BEING ANGRY AT YOU —
' = - o NAME

W Y \ \
- A :
SZ g
| N R
l % JS‘_ S
—— o
/AND PAY AN ENTIRE WINTER 5)
PTEL MEABOUT IT, 1 N\ WoRTH 0F HEATING ~_—
: | \ SAND HANG T LU/THSL'?MEACTWJL
= - FRIENDS WHO AREN'T MY SISTER.
NI IEEAN
YUP, ME T00 WITH THE FRIENDS CA SHE AND | COULD MAKE A CLUB.)
I\ : X

@ you AW GRACIE ?/-/ow WAS /r 2

N YA, SHE'S .. WELL SHE'S SIXTEEN NOW,

NAV &
@ &Wﬁ

NN SHE'S REALLY SMART, AND HAS A BUNCH
[ 0F FRIENDS ... AND SHE'S UPSET THAT 1 LEFT,
YELLED ATME, WHEN | TOLD HER. &

227

GIVE HERTIME, BRON. SHE'LL (OME
AROUND. SHEMUITMVE YOUA LOT,
|F SHES REAL MAD YOU LEFT.




/

YEAH, WE'RE AT THE MALL RIGHT NOW
HM? YEAH, SHE HAD SOME CHEESE
AND BISCUITS BEFORE WE LEFT.

(vm vean, Fine - HA?&/(
PR Eq




N AN AN K

r@ WESAY 6O0DBYE BEFORE IR
A

FTER DPROPPING NESSIE HOME ? N

\ N Mn‘-"( ’”m-/

/WAYBE AFTER?IFYOU = | MEAN,
ONLY IF, YOU I(NﬂW =

J) l ‘
YEAH, NO ITS F/NE AFTER wa/?m
2

: lJ

AFTE/? IS GOOP Y

229



230







Thank you to Wai-yant Li, Tommi Parrish, my parents Janet & Charles,
and my sister Cesca — for much more than | can say on a page.

Thank you to Eli Tareq El Bechelany-Lynch, for their care and their
indispensable edits.

Thank you to these people (in no particular order), who supported me
with their company, food, opinions, encouragement, and advice during
the making of this comic:

The Li family (Wai-Yant, Eva, Eve Melgaard

William, Ci, Wilson & Leah Q) Annie Koyama

Yarijey Techer Maya Penn

Faraz Abdullah Marc Pearson

Sorraya Guembhyt Samia Marshy

Tarig AliJamal Tracy Hurren

Shae Beeman Jillian Tamaki

Yousra Andre Dr. A Rubineau

Griffin Ferril The Montreal Sacred Harp choir

Alex Felicitas Prof. Ken Briscoe,

Toino Dumas and the scriptwriting class of 119

Camerin Cobb Alessandra Sternfeld

Betty Buckrich Gary Groth, Jacg Cohen,

Toby Lukin and the Fantagraphics team
EDITOR: Gary Groth Stone Fruit is copyright © 2021 Lee Lai. This edition FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS, INC.

EDITORIAL ASSISTANCE: Conrad Groth is copyright © 2021 Fantagraphics Books. All rights 7563 Lake City Way NE
PRODUCTION: Paul Baresh and Covey reserved. Permission to reproduce content must be Seattle, WA 98115

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER: Eric Reynolds obtained in writing from the publisher. www.fantagraphics.com
PUBLISHER: Gary Groth facebook.com/fantagraphics
ISBN: 978-1-68396-426-1 @fantagraphics.com

Library of Congress Control Number: 2020948305
First Fantagraphics Books edition: May 2021
Printed in China



DEBUT GRAPHIC NOVEL THAT PAINTS

A COMPASSIONATE AND UNFLINCHING

PORTRAIT OF THE LOVE SHARED AMONG
THREE WOMEN AND THE CHILD THEY ALL ADORE.

At turns tender and exhilarating, Bron and Ray’s love for each
other, and the delight they take in their role as the fun weirdo
aunties to Ray’s niece Nessie, is an oasis from their fraught family
ties. But when their comfortable couplehood bursts, they must
learn how to face the real world without their most intimate life
partner. Amid the emotional fallout, each finds an opportunity to
rekindle lapsed connections with their siblings and grapple with
their personal identity. Rendered with a rare sensitivity and grace
by debut cartoonist Lee Lai, Stone Fruit reveals how painful it can
be to open up to your loved ones — and how fulfilling it is to be
finally understood for who you are.

“Lee Lai's graphic novel debut is an elegantly illustrated and
introspective marvel, a deeply moving story about the push
and pull between family and selfhood.”

— O, The Oprah Magazine

“In Stone Fruit, relationships are characters unto their own —
tangled, evolving, alchemical. Lee Lai is a major new.
comics talent.”

— Jillian Tamaki (This One Summer)

“Lee Lai perfectly composes the intricacies of intimacy, the
families we stem from and those we grow into. | love her
work, the way she pushes around gouache and captures
dial to render S0 istic, heartbreaking,
and humane.”

= Craig Thompson (Blankets, Habibi)







