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OEBPS/scripts/region-magnificationator.js
/* Region-Magnificationator
 *
 * This JavaScript adds simple touch-to-popup functionality
 * 
 * It looks for elements with a data-mag-target attribute:
 * 
 * <div data-mag-target="page7_item1_1">...</div>
 * 
 * For ease of converting to KF8, intra-page popup order
 * should also be defined by setting an ordinal attribute.
 * This script, however, will ignore it:
 * 
 * <div data-mag-target="page7_item1_1" data-mag-ordinal="1">...</div>
 *
 * This script has no library dependencies.
 *
 * It is designed to work in both mouse and touch environments.
 */


/*
 * global variables
 */

var DEV_MODE = false; // set to true for console output on device

var MAX_TAP_DIAMETER = 50; // how far can finger stray before no longer tap?
var MAX_TAP_DURATION = 250; // milliseconds 
var PAGINATIONHOTSPOTWIDTH = 0.10; // percent of screen edges to reserve for page forward/backward
var MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE = 'data-mag-target';

var currentlyShowing = null;
var startCoords = null;
var startTime = null;
var maxPageBackXValue;
var maxPageForwardXValue;

var isTextSelected = false;

/**
 * initialize
 * 
 * @function main
 */
function main() {

	// dev mode 
	if (DEV_MODE && 'ontouchstart' in window) {
		console = new MobileConsole();
	}
	
	// estimate position of page back/forward hotspots
	var windowWidth = document.getElementsByTagName('div')[0].offsetWidth;
	maxPageBackXValue = (windowWidth * PAGINATIONHOTSPOTWIDTH);
	minPageForwardXValue = windowWidth - maxPageBackXValue;

	// set up triggers
	var triggers = getTriggers();
	initializeTriggers(triggers);

	// use body as event backstop
	addEventListeners(document.body);

}

/**
 * find triggers
 * 
 * @function getTriggers
 * @return {Array<Element>} 
 */
function getTriggers() {
	var anchors = document.getElementsByTagName('div');
	var triggers = new Array();
	for( var i = 0; i < anchors.length; i++ ) {
		if (anchors[i].hasAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE)) {
			triggers.push(anchors[i]);
		}
	}
	return triggers;
}

/**
 * add event listeners and connect triggers
 * to popups
 * 
 * @function initializeTriggers
 * @param {Array<Element>} triggers
 */
function initializeTriggers(triggers) {
	for( var i = 0; i < triggers.length; i++ ) {
		addEventListeners(triggers[i]);
		// store ref to popup in trigger DOM object
		var targetId = triggers[i].getAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE);
		var popup = document.getElementById(targetId);
		if (!popup) throw Error('Invalid mag target: ' + targetId);
		triggers[i].jsPopupTarget = popup;
	}
}

/**
 * @function addEventListeners
 * @param {Element} el
 */
function addEventListeners(el) {
	if ('ontouchstart' in window) {
		console.log('adding touch events');
		el.addEventListener('touchstart', handleTouchStart, false);
		el.addEventListener('touchend', handleTouchEnd, false);
	} else {
		el.addEventListener('mousedown', handleTouchStart, false);
		el.addEventListener('mouseup', handleTouchEnd, false);
	}

}

/**
 * @function handleTouchStart
 * @param {Event} event
 */
function handleTouchStart(event) {
	isTextSelected = checkIfTextSelected();
	if (event.currentTarget === document.body || event.currentTarget.hasAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE)) {
		event.stopPropagation();
		startCoords = getCoordinates(event);
		startTime = (new Date()).getTime();
	}
}

/**
 * Determine if action should be taken
 * 
 * @function handleTouchEnd
 * @param {Event} event
 */
function handleTouchEnd(event) {
	if (event.currentTarget === document.body || event.currentTarget.hasAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE)) {
		if (startTime != null) {
			event.stopPropagation();
			var endTime = (new Date()).getTime();
			var duration = endTime - startTime;
			if (duration <= MAX_TAP_DURATION) {
				handleFullTouch(event);
			}
		}
	}
}

/**
 * If an event reaches this function,
 * consider it a proper touch event.
 * - If popup showing, hide it
 * - If trigger touched, show that popup
 * 
 * @function handleFullTouch
 * @param {Event} event
 */
function handleFullTouch(event) {
	// If user interacting with link, let it happen
	if (event.target.tagName.toLowerCase() !== 'a') {
		if (currentlyShowing != null && event.currentTarget === document.body) {
			hideAll();
			if (!isTextSelected) {
				// if text selected, don't prevent default
				// or user can't deselect
				event.preventDefault();
			} 
		} else if (event.currentTarget.hasAttribute(MAG_TARGET_ATTRIBUTE)) {
			event.preventDefault();
			var trigger = event.currentTarget;
			var popup = trigger.jsPopupTarget;
			if (popup != currentlyShowing) {
				show(popup);
			}
		}	
	}
}

/**
 * Determines if user has selected text
 * 
 * @function checkIfTextSelected
 * @return {boolean}
 */
function checkIfTextSelected() {
	var txt = '';
	if (window.getSelection) {
		txt = window.getSelection().toString();
	}
	if (txt == '' || txt == null) {
		return false;
	}
	return true;
}

/*
 * show popup
 * 
 * @function show
 * @param {Element} popup
 */
function show(popup){
	hideAll();
	popup.style.display = 'block';
	currentlyShowing = popup;
}

/*
 * hide all popups
 * 
 * @function hideAll
 */
function hideAll(){
	if ( currentlyShowing != null ) {
		currentlyShowing.style.display = 'none';
		currentlyShowing = null;
	}
}

/* ---------------- utilities ------------------- */

/**
 * get event coordinates
 * 
 * @function getCoordinates
 * @param {Event} event
 * @return {Object} containing x and y Number properties
 */
function getCoordinates(event) {
	var x;
	var y;
	if ( 'touches' in event ) {
		x = event.touches[0].pageX;
		y = event.touches[0].pageY;
	} else {
		x = event.pageX;
		y = event.pageY;
	}
	return {'x':x, 'y':y};
}

/**
 * get distance between points
 * 
 * @function getDistance
 * @param {Number} pointA
 * @param {Number} pointB
 * @return {Number}
 */
function getDistance(pointA, pointB) {
	return Math.sqrt( Math.pow((pointB.x - pointA.x),2) + Math.pow((pointB.y - pointA.y),2));
}

/**
 * is event single finger touch?
 * 
 * @function isSingleFingerEvent
 * @param {Event} event
 * @return {boolean}
 */
function isSingleFinger(event) {
	if ( 'touches' in event && event.touches.length > 1) {
		return false;
	}
	return true;
}

/**
 * add a class to a DOM element
 * 
 * @function addClass
 * @param {Element} el
 * @param {String} className
 */
function addClass(el, className) {
	var newClassAtt = '';
	/*
	 * remove existing occurrences
	 */
	var currentClassNames = el.className.split(' ');
	for( var i = 0; i < currentClassNames.length; i++ ) {
		if ( currentClassNames[i] != className ) {
			newClassAtt += ' ' + currentClassNames[i];
		}
	}
	// now add to end		
	newClassAtt += ' ' + className;
	// remove space that may have been added to beginning
	newClassAtt = newClassAtt.trim();
	el.className = newClassAtt;
}

/**
 * check if DOM element has class
 * 
 * @function hasClass
 * @param {Element} el
 * @param {String} classToCheck
 * @return {boolean}
 */
function hasClass(el, classToCheck){
	var existingClasses = el.className.split(' ');
	for( var i in existingClasses ) {
		if( existingClasses[i] == classToCheck ) {
			return true;
		}
	}
	return false;
}

/**
 * By overriding the console with an instance
 * of this class, you can get console output
 * on mobile devices.
 * @class MobileConsole
 */
function MobileConsole() {
    this.outputElement = document.createElement("div");
    document.getElementsByTagName('div')[0].appendChild(this.outputElement);
    var style = 'font-size:0.8em;position:absolute;background-color:rgba(100,150,255,0.5);max-width:40%;top:10px;left:10px;';
    this.outputElement.setAttribute('style',style);
}
/**
 * @method log
 */
MobileConsole.prototype.log = function(txt) {
    var p = document.createElement('p');
    p.setAttribute('style','margin:0;text-indent:0;');
    p.innerHTML = txt;
    this.outputElement.appendChild(p);
}

window.addEventListener('load', main, false);
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WHY AREN'T
THEY...MAKING...A

\‘ PROFESSIONAL
JEALOUSY, MAYBE?

THEY WISH THEY
WERE COOL
LIKE US?
IT TAKES
TIME FOR PEOPLE
TO ACCEPT THAT
THEY'RE NO
LONGER NEEDED.

YOU WATCH, BY
THIS TIME NEXT WEEK
THEY'LL BE TRYING TO
PROMOTE US INTO MIDDLE
MANAGEMENT.

BUT WE'LL BLOW
‘EM OFF BECAUSE WE'RE
TOO UNPREDICTABLE TO

BE STUCK BEHIND

OUR PLACE
IS IN THE
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.
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Fan Art Gallery

The Adventure Zone has
been lucky enough to garner
a passionate and deeply
creative fandom. Many
thanks to the fan artists

who contributed picces to

this gallery—and 10 all the
Writers, artists, Creators, and
fans of all stripes who have
made The Adventure Zone

what it is. Q?

The ADVENTURE CONTINUES in

Coming Soon!
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ACTUALLY,
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MERLE, YOU'RE
UP! WHAT'RE YOU / \ WORD OF
GONNA DO, LITTLE HEALING.
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FINISH IT —_— ON THE CRAB.
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\ / TO NOT SPLIT UP
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{ RIGHT POWN TO

) NOOOO!! CLAW-SOME ) KILLING IT
I JUST THOUGHT JOB! LIKE THAT/
UP SOME GREAT [ I N

CRAB PUNS! Al (CAN

wow!!
JESS CRITS FOR
29 POINTS OF A f
DAMAGE! \
) -
MNWA
N\ LIE
:
‘ —

. {1

YOU CUT IT

THE WIRE/!
) EH, IT
LOOKED LIKE

YOU GUYS HAD

==
'@Q RN

AND T HAD

HOW'D YOU
I KNOw EXACTLY
y THE COOLEST
MOMENT TO
JUMP IN?

INITIATIVE
ROLL.

WAS KINDA

WEDIDA \ SHELLFISH,

OH, q
ALL RIGHT YOU

ing ~ = | :
4
A >
v THREE SCAMPS... i %
LET IT OUT. \

{ . \ i [ K

S \’ / A - @7
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./~ WE FOUND You -—
r IN THE CONNECTING
N

CAR WITH JENKINS’
CORPSE. DID YOU SEE
WHAT HAPPENED?
‘&
7
\V\\*

> %

% /'r/ o P

s

&/ / 2 . & ' Y=
l‘ r RS . ,‘{ = \
(e f ' Bl

SAW A CORPSE ON...
ON THE GROUND
WITHOUT A...

I WENT TO
FIND JENKINS TO ASK
HIM IF T COULD TAKE
ANOTHER ROUND IN
THE PLEASURE

CHAMBER.

YOU DON'T GET
|\ OUT OF THIS BY
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LISTENNN,
’M SORRY ABOUT

GIVE ME
SOMETHING TO
WORK WITH. HELP
ME HELP You!

HALF A BAD
ADVENTURER
WITH SPELLSY

%
I CAST )
“ZONE OF—"/, ‘ﬁ~
AGAIN:
ARE YOU SH
ME?!
pn I
L~
A ' : k Y
o

| ' ‘ /
, /,

|

o

TN

4

@
'& y

a YOU KNOow
YOU CAN BUFF, RIGHT?
FOR CRYIN’ OUT LOUD,
‘ '! YOU CAN SHOOT FIERY
' BEAMS OF PURIFYING
SANCTIFIED LIGHT/
\ YOURE JUST GONNA
BE “THE ZONE OF
N TRUTH” GUY?
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YES
YESYESYES
YESYES.

ARE YOU
GUYS SURE WE
HAVE TO STOP

USING OUR COVER
IDENTITIES?

TIMES YES.

WHAT THE

HELL, MAN// T
WAS AWAKE! ! ME WITH LIKE
WHY DID YOU 20% OF YOUR

PUNCH ME? STRENGTH!

A THOUSAND F

: BULL! YOU HIT '

~WE
NEVER
REALLY
STARTED.

NO, GRAHAM, T WS 2%,

NO. IF IT HAD Ry
BEEN 20% YOU'D ToRS! WIT
A MY LEFT
HAND!

IT STILL
N (e
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S
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7
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)
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I THINK THE
THING WE NEED TO
DO IS INTERROGATE THE
ONLY OTHER PERSON AT

THE SCENE OF THE

WE NEED
TO GIVE THE K
4 JUICY WIZARD...

(e |

g@é ‘); THA’S LL @
/7S == FOR TONIGHT,
iz '
ol 1
L = L ,,’. <)
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(577
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EXCUSE ME

FOR A SECOND,
JESS, I NEED TO
TALK TO MY COoOL.
COMPATRIOTS. I NEED TO START
CONCENTRATING ON
MY BOUT WITH GREG
THE BED-WETTER...

YOU COME
UP WITH THAT

s ONE ON YOUR
OWN, VERONICA
MARS?

YOU GOT US
INTO THIS, MR.
DUNGEON MASTER.
HOW ABOUT A
LIL HELP?

ONE OF US
SHOULD HAVE
BEEN WRITING
THIS DOWN.

«.HUDSON THE
ENGINEER...

ONE OF
THOSE...IS THE
MURDERER.

THE BOY
DETECTIVE...

«~GRAHAM
THE JuICY

& WIZARD...
N : /

JENKINS THE 2
CONDUCTOR...

TH
TRUE HEART CLASP
IS TELLING ME ONE
OF THEM IS ALSO
THE MURDEREE.
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MS. BEHEADER,
MAY I JUST SAY: I
LOVE YOUR WORK!

VERSION AND THE
HARD-TO-FIND BLOOD-
SPLATTERED
VERSION!

; I HAVE KID HAS A
"GLJ\?/I:QYIS;?RA;UAL SHES GoT AN
AX” THING WAS i

PRETTY DAMN WEAPONS
POLICY THIS

TRAIN HAS!

OH, IT’S NOT
SPIRITUAL, IT’S JUST
SOULBOUND TO ME.
I CAN SUMMON IT
WHENEVER I

BESIDES,
THE AX IS KINDA
MY "TAM

WE CAN DO THE
BLOOD BROTHER THING/
CUT OUR PALMS, SHAKE
HANDS...THEN T'LL BE
SOULBOUNDED, TOO,
RIGHT?

EVERYBODY

IN THE MIDWORLD

WRESTLING
FEDERATION HAS
A GIMMICK.

MINE HAPPENS
TO BE A MAGNIFICENT
SOULBOUND AX THAT
SPRINGS TO MY SIDE
WHEN THERE'S
GREAT DANGER.

47 -
(VAS

YEAAAHHH. ‘.7/
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I HOPE IT SHOWS . ..AND THEN

UP BEFORE THEY HAUL CRING REGINAL

JENKINS’ BODY BY ON A N
GURNEY AND HE POPS THROUGH THE CROWD

UP TO TRY AND KILL US AND HAS TO SHOOT
ONE MORE TIME... M AND HE SAYS
\ SOMETHING COOL

LIKE..."YOU DONT

HAVE A TICKET!”

IT’S TOO
BAD NOTHING
AWESOME LIKE THAT
EVER HAPPENS
TO Us.
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GOING TO SAY R {| [ T was more Vil
SOMETHING ABOUT % OF A MURDER g
HOW WE SOLVED / P
YOUR TRAIN \
PUZZLE?
\ X

9 I'M NOT SURE WE
GOT ENOUGH CREDIT |

FOR SOLVING THE ’ '
CRAB PUZZLE/ NOT TO MENTION
7 THE MEAT MONSTER
7 4 I\ PuzzLE AND THE FAKE
% CRYPTSAFE PUZZLE
& S AND— 41
v SO ;
5g s 5 /4 ) - /
7 NSl s [
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TLL CALL
THE LUNAR

S
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I wWAS
ABLE TO SAVE "/
THESE FROM THE KID,LIOEI,;"T A
CRYPTSAFE! \ MAGICIAN.

NO, THAT
WAS UNGRACIOUS
OF ME.

HERE!
YOU SIRS
SHOULD HAVE [
THE GOLD-ISH X
COMPASS! 4
I THINK IT — THIS'LL BE
COULD REALLY HELP GREAT...IF WE
YOU OUT IN YOUR \ GET A THIRD
ADVENTURES. £ BOOK.

I APPRECIATE
YOU, SIRS!

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SMALL
CONTRIBUTION IN

HELPING ME SOLVE
my BIGGES;I' CASE
YET!
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HEY!
YOU THREE/

AV

1) I\

ARTEMIS |
STERLING, LORD -
OF EVERSUMMER,
HAS QUESTIONS =
FOR You!

{0

> |
v AReis SreeeN
‘/iaca Human %
1488 ROYALTY-TYPE GUY
4 PR CIES 4
=>RULING
=>Administrating
=> Having an awesome
name

..SEEMS LIKE WE DID
A LOT OF AUTHO
'r'b leg TSTA“K.‘T;I’ 7 IT, SIRS! WE
s SOLVED THE
=T gﬁ CASE.

THEN WHY DONT \ & B
YOU LOOK HAPPY, i
SHORT-PANTS? 4ol WA i
De 2 =
f . < g R e

I'M JUST KIND OF
SAD BECAUSE I WAS
TRANSPORTING MY GRANDPA'S
FAVORITE SILVERWARE HOME
FROM THE CLEANERS.

I DIDN'T THINK
TO GRAB IT FROM
THE CRYPTSAFE.

HE TOLD ME
“I'D LIKE TO SEE
THAT SILVERWARE
ONE MORE TIME

FUNNY
BEFORE I DIE.../"

YOU SHOULD
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] THE STATIONMASTER

ASKED ME TOWRITEUP A | /\

ONE
SUGGESTION,
GRAHAM:

REPORT ON EVERYTHING
THAT HAPPENED/!

ITELLYA I
THINK THIS JUST
MIGHT BE MY FOOT
IN THE DOOR TO GET
A JOB WITH THE
ROCKPORT LINE!

YOU MIGHT ]

NOT WANT TO PUT '\
EVERYTHING IN YOUR

LITTLE DISSERTATION.
MAYBE OMIT THE

WHOLE “DESTROYING

\. THE TRAIN” PART.

CAST..YOU..IN )
ABAD LIGHT. /

S
WOW, YOU GUYS...!

ALWAYS THINKING
OF OTHERS!

.I'LL NEVER
FORGET YoOU!

«UNTIL EIGHT
PAGES FROM NOW WHEN
WE CAN'T REMEMBER
ANYTHING BUT “JUICY
WIZARD.”

WE WON'T
FORGET YOU
EITHER/






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_205_r1.jpg
I THOUGHT YOu couLD
THIS WAS GONNA GIVE ME YOUR
BE A PRETTY BORING AX... . iR
A

HYPE TOUR, BUT i v
YOU SURE LIVENED b CvER IwAS
IT up! FOR YOU- /. THINKING ALONG
\ THE LINES OF
COMP TICKETS.

T-SHIRTS?

BUT DON'T
TRY TO COME
BACKSTAGE.
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\ . A
\\ / b
,% IT IS EVEN MORE
s DESTRUCTIVE THAN
CALLED... THE PHOENIX FIRE
GAUNTLET.

«.THE =
A 4 OCuLUS.

THAT...
SOUNDS
GREAT/!

WITH IT, ANYTHING
CREATED WITH ILLUSION
MAGIC CAN BE TURNED
INTO SOMETHING REAL.
SOMETHING TANGIBLE.

N\

IT IS GREAT...
UNLESS YOU USE
IT TO CONJURE AN
ILLUSORY ARMY...

GREAT/

OR AN ILLUSORY
BLACK HOLE CAPABLE
OF DESTROYING
WHOLE GALAXIES!

SOUNDS

OR CONJURE
SOME KIND OF GREAT. VERY,

HIDEOUS ILLUSORY
DRAGON...

GREAT/

NOT SEEIN’
A DOWNSIDE!
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=7 MAGg'l(JS. :
== You LoOK Like
SHIT!

EH, I'M FINE.

I WAS ONLY DEAD
FOR LIKE, MAX FIVE
MINUTES. T'M
PEACHY...

..NOT THAT
ANYONE ELSE
AROUND HERE...
SEEMS TO
CARE...7

\ 5, ) S 1 f
MORE
POWERFUL THAN
A LOCOMOTIVE.

YOU BET
YOUR ASS!
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BOY, I'M TELLIN
YOU, AIRLINE FOOD/!
WHAT IS THE PEAL

WITH—

OOPS, SORRY,
SEINFIELD, PANEL'S
OVER, YOU'RE BACK

AT THE BASE.

CALL

Vi, [
THE DIRECTOR AND ™\

TELL HER—

M ¢
R
>

5,
Y

ERO’S WELCOME! YOU

WHERE IS
EVERYBODY? ~
| WHERE'S
> OUR GODDAMN
| PARADE?!!
GET SOME KIND OF Ve =

M  KNOW...LIKE THE END

OF A NEW HOPE!

L
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SEE?
ANSWERING
SOMEONE’S
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210

I KNOW YOU HAVE
QUESTIONS—A LO7 OF )/

QUESTIONS...

AND WE WILL \—
ANSWER THEM
JUST MAYBE...
TOMORROW
MORNING...?

AFTER YOUVE
HAD A CHANCE
TO REST...?

DON'T STOP...
ON MY ACCOUNT...
I FEEL..AWESOME.

. <
SHUT UP! YOU PO N

NOT. DYING REALLY
TAKES IT OUT OF
A PERSON.

TOMORROW.

TOMORROW.
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WHERE'D YOU

FIND A GIANT I

BRAINWASHING
JELLYFISH? STORY, MADAME

DIRECTOR?/!

AND WHO
MADE YOU THE
BOSS OF MAGIC ’ /\
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SO YOU'RE TELLING
US THAT YOU AND YOUR
BIG ORGANIZATION AND
SECRET MOON BASE AND
FLYING SNOW GLOBES,
HAVE BEEN DOING THIS
\5‘/ FOR HOWEVER LONG...

WHAT
EXACTLY

YOU, ME, AND
BEEFCAKE
O’BURLY OVER
THERE/

BOB
INCORPORATED
HAS A BIG OLD
GOOSE EGG!

MY POINT IS:
I ONLY SIGNED UP
OR THIS GIG BECAUSE
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RELICS...”?

v THE GRAND RELICS
ARE POWERFUL WEAPONS
CREATED BY THE...
RED ROBES.

THE RESULT
F THOSE EXPERIMENTS
WAS THE CREATION OF
WHAT WE CALL THE
SEVEN GRAND RELICS.

/ ABAND OF
WIZARDS, WARLOCKS,
//' AND OTHER MAGIC USERS
WHO WERE CARELESS
\ AN WITH THEIR...MAGICAL
N0\ EXPERIMENTATIONS.

THE BUREAU'S
PURPOSE—
MY PURPOSE—
IS DESTROYING

YOU'RE
RIGHT. FIVE.

FIVE RELICS
REMAIN, AND THE
RED ROBES WILL
DO ANYTHING TO

3 WIN THEM BACK.
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es

WE COULD...
USE THOSE POWE

FOR..S0 MUCH
GOooD!

DIRECTOR...ARE
YOU SURE WE HAVE T(
F— TROY IT?
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ISN'T THE
WHOLE POINT OF
THIS ORGANIZATION TO
KEEP PEOPLE FROM
GETTING THEIR HANDS
ON THIS KIND OF

THING?

YES, IT’S TRUE

THAT IT'S AGAINST
THE STRICTURES OF OUR
ORDER TO SPECIFICALLY
GIVE OUR MEMBERS
MAGICAL ARMAMENTS
TO USE IN THE FIELD.

V" o S veawirs N\ )
N A KIND OF AN ETHICAL
wia bl T\ work-ArouND..BUT
] WHADDAYA GONNA
po? ANYBODY
{ FEELING LUCKY?
\ ~ waNNA TaKE

OH! THAT’S
THE TR:E HIEART

IT LOOKS
VERY DASHING.

18

\





OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_147_r1.jpg
LET'S USE A
SMIDGE OF OUR :
OWN BIBBIDY-BOBBIDY- .
BOO TO FIND THE ‘ mQ%ﬁtpew% ”
TELEPORTATION * imi
ROPD. +EVEN MErke
\ canpo it

BUT YOuU

GUYS ALREADY
CHECKED BACK
THERE, RIGHT?,
WE WEREN'T
1/ IN THE REAL CARGO
N CAR. WE WERE IN THE
) PHONY-BALONEY
\  CARGO CAR. JBur
S GOOD GOLLY, 7
SIRS! HE'S BEEN WITH ) 7 G:Aﬁg ;_0
THE CRYPTSAFE FOR N7/ :
OVER AN HOUR! 2

Mo -
[ % ) S
VR ’ a3 e
A wwl! e,
\ LA
“ﬁ\( ! “ o wvow.!
: >

=%

BB ""\"‘-‘4 '
N

BN

&

ACTUALLY,
I TAKE THAT
CK.

You ARE
PROBABLY
GOING TO BE
HORNY FOR IT.
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’ LOOKS LIKE i =
WE HAVE TO SEE "LEON ) — AN
THE ARTIFICER” FIRST. RN

G 205! (

ARCHITECTURALLY
SPEAKING, IT’S REALLY

y NOT THE BEST USE
|= SPACE.
Y o - ~

I AM REALLY
JONESING FOR
A GUMBALL!

Y’ I AMLEON
THE ARTIFICER!

A
GASHAPON
MACHINE!

VENDING
MACHINE FROM
SHENMUE!

RAcE Gnome 3
cLass ARLiFicer SR> IT’S ABIG

Tustrati
=>Vending Machine N(\)Alfx\‘zglz:t‘-

£xpertise

ITEMS.

17
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V YOU SIRS

SHOWED upP
BEFORE HE
COULD FINISH.

7" THEN THAT

WAS JENKINS ON
THAT SPEAKER THING,
NOT HUDSON!

THAT IS
CLASS/C
JENKINS.

HAVING
THE CRAB DO
IT SO HE DIDN'T

WHEN THE
FIRE CRAB
MADE YOU
RUN AWAY—

HEY! IT WAS
A STRATEGIC
WITHDRAWAL!

HE’S STILL IN THE
ENGINEER’S CAR!!

IGoT
SUSPICIOUS
WHEN THE “ENGINEER”
KNEW THE VICTIM HAD
BEEN BEHEADED.

—SORRY, SIR.
AFTER YOU
STRATEGICALLY
WITHREW, HE HAD
THE CRAB BURN UP
THE BODY, SO WE
COULDN'T TELL WHO
IT REALLY WAS.

How
R wouLp HE
KNOW THAT?

A

NO, SIR. HE
PROBABLY TOOK
THE DRINK CART WITH
POOR MR. HUDSON'S
HANDS TO THE BACK
OF THE TRAIN.

JENKINS WAS
USING MAGIC TO
TALK TO YOU.

“YPROJECES AND

W\ RSC%'\VES V:k'.é&
~+SiMUL3tes :
N\ Conversation HE%Fnggg iEO'UR

“¥hanDy Plot Deyice K ASSES, TOO.

. I REALLY
THOUGHT I WAS
GOING TO BE BETTER
AT THIS DETECTIVE
STUFF )
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=
N\ P
—_=

e

AND AN
LET'S NOT ' 3
FORGET— N

/
¢

&'Q ()
e

"}\_,,/u

[~

THAT WILL
UIDE YOu AS You

e —
&',! SETro o T
<

FINALLY!
IS 1T GOING TO

PROMISSORY
oTE?

[7

: “% >
e A

R, |
X

V2
Al

‘;\ N I HAVE

2 TO SHARE WITH

THESE GUYS??

I'M SEEING
MAPS. ROOM
SERVICE MENU.
LAYOUT OF OUR
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“JENKINS

INCAPACITATED ¢ \— (2 YAND WE WERE ‘k
M ONDER THE. \ \ - /S ALL 50 PREOCCUPIED
DRINK CART...” '] : \ 2 N BACK ON PAGE 75,

WE DIDN'T NOTICE
A THING!”

“AND THE LAST
THING HE TOOK WAS
POOR HUDSON'S
HANDS.”
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IT MEANS

SO MUCH THAT
YOU SHOWED UP TO
JOIN IN WELCOMING
US TO THE
cLus/

=—" 1now

KNOW YOUR FACE.
A REGULATOR IS

THATLL MAKE IT

ALWAYS ON HAND EASIER TO HUNT

WHEN A RECLAIMER YOU DOWN.”
JOINS. IT’S OUR WAY

OF SAYING:

MY
PRESENCE
HERE 1S MORE
SYMBOLIC,
REALLY.

KIND OF AN
AGGRESSIVE
WORKPLACE
ENVIRONMENT
YOU GOT

¥V so thars
IT? JUST ONE
YEAH, W YOU WILL
g::@éf;; WERE THINKING TAKE THESE THREE
*  WHERE'S THE WE'D GET MORE TOKENS TO OUR ARTIFICER.
COOL WEAPONS THAN THAT... HE WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH
AND MAGIC ADDITIONAL ITEMS. —
T I HOPE A
/ 1 GET ADOG! O
li
th ﬁﬂ
— > e
o
ot
[ i
A
N »

IT’S FOR
THEIR OWN GOOD.
WE WORRY THAT THEY'LL
JUST RUN OFF THE EDGE
CHASING A STICK OR
SOMETHING.
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136

V JENKINS
KILLED THE
ENGINEER—

= I'M HAVING

Y A MOMENT OF GENIUS
AND T DON'T WANT
TO WASTE IT/

\ T

L JENKINS KILLED

HUDSON HAWK AND

TOOK THE HEAD SO
THE BODY COULDN'T
BE IDENTIFIED!

HE SWITCHED
HANDS SO HE COULD

) CLOTHES WITH HIM
\ v\‘ d
L)), CRYPTSAFE! A

AND CHOPPED OFF HIS
|\ USE THEM TO OPEN THE

1
H]
{ DRINK
SERVICE!
- i

/ WELL, YOURE ™ //
OUT OF LUCK THERE, 7
BUT I BET THERE'S A A SN
CAP]I?IITSCI:‘% m THE TO THE ENGINEER!
: DURING DRINK
SERVICE!
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THESE HAVE
BEEN TAILOR-MADE
FOR EACH OF YOU,
AND ONCE YOU PUT
THEM ON, THEY

CAN NEVER BE
REMOVED.

You
PEOPLE ARE
REALLY INTO

ALLITERATION.

I'M WORRIED
ABOUT “BRACER
STINK.” WHAT’S THE
POLICY ON THAT? IS
THERE SOME KIND OF
DETERGENT?

V GENTLEMEN,
YOU ARE HEREBY
ACCEPTED AS FULLY
FLEDGED MEMBERS
OF OUR ORDER.

Wi
ARE PROUD TO
PRESENT YOU
WITH THESE:

9.
Ny

“
05 A
l@f
a
(e

e
[\ N
w7
na

i

p—

7
N ¢+ jﬂ
e

7 UHHH

EACH INITIATE IS
ISSUED A SPECIAL
BRUSH..

CAN JUST..GET
RIGHT IN THERE
AND DO SOME...
GROUTING.
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OF COURSE! STILL,
THAT’S WHY THERE THERE’S ONE
WAS BLOOD ON THE PROBLEM I KEEP
OUTS/IPE OF THE COMING BACK TO:
DOOR AS WELL! THE HANDS.
THEY TURNED e,

/' ON A TELEPORT...PORT

IN THE DOORWAY, STUCK
POOR JENKINS’' HEAD
THROUGH, AND SHUT

‘ OFF THE PORT/

BUT THE
ACTUAL DOOR WOULD
STILL BE OPEN—THAT
EXPLAINS WHY THERE
WAS BLOOD ON BOTH

SIDES!

UNLESS
THEY WEREN'T
JENKINS'

-
L0
WHAT I WAS

THINKING! N

0
LW

JENKINS IS
THE ASSASSIN!
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AN
e
<ARRRIOR

RACC
A\

I REMEMBER
YOU FROM THE
FIRST BOOK!

FRIEND
KILLIAN/

VPEAE

LEASE,
MAGNUS, MERLE,
TAAKO—

( somnus.

THE VERY EXISTENCE
OF EVERYTHING WE KNOW
AND LOVE MAY HANG IN
THE BALANCE.
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134

WHAT ABOUT THE
ALASKAN KING CRAB
BACK THERE? MAYBE
HE SNIPPED IT OFF
WITH HIS HUGE
CLAW THINGS.

I DON'T THINK
S$0. THE CUT WAS
FAR TOO CLEAN
FOR THAT.

ONLY ONE WHO
CAN USE MY AX
AND I HAVE
AN ALIBL.

YOU ARE SO
RIGHT/ THE CHOICE OF
A BLADE IS 50-0-0-0 .
IMPORTANT. IT’s GOTTA
DAMNED IMPORTANT. BE PR IE TS

GONNA BE
CLEAN/

GONNA STEAL
HAT/

MAYBE SOMEONE
USED THE TELEPORTATION
ROD TO SEND HIS HEAD
SOMEWHERE...BUT NOT
HIS BODY.

WOULD
THAT DO IT?
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IT’S TIME
TO CRACK THIS
CASE WIDE
OPEN/
[Z
y A

f

DO YOU GUYS
WANT TO TAKE A
STAB AT THIS

FIRST? I WOULD LOVE TO
SHARE THIS PARLOR
SCENE EXPERIENCE
WITH YOU.

MY FIRST GUESS IS BEHANDING!
THAT SOMEONE USED THE I AGREE,
TELEPORTATION ROD TO SEND BUT LET'6 FIGURE
US TO THAT ROPED-OFF OUT THE MURDER BEBURNING!
DEMONSTRATION CARGO CAR FIRST.
I SAW BACK AT THE
STATION...

HOW WAS
OUR VICTIM
KILLED?

~WHERE THEY
HAD “YE OLDE”

OCEAN'’S ELEVEN
“FAKE CRYPTSAFE” /|
SET UP.

SCIENTIFIC FACT:

A PERSON HAS A MUCH
LOWER SURVIVAL RATE
IF THEIR HEAD IS CUT
OFF AS OPPOSED TO
THEIR HANDS.

SO IT WAS
THE BEHEADING
OPTION. WITH A SO,
CUT SO CLEAN IT MYST/CAL...
WAS ALMOST AND THERE WAS
MYSTICAL. CUTTING...
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IT’S CALLED AN
UMBRA STAFF, AN ARCANE
FOCUS CREATED BY AN ORDER
OF ARTIFICERS CALLED
THE UMBRA WIZARDS.

THE “UMBRO
WIZARDS”? KNOWN
FOR THEIR BAGGY SHORTS
AND GREAT SOCCER
SKILLS?

UMBRA. THEY
SPECIALIZED IN
CREATING MAGICAL ITEMS
THAT LOOKED LIKE NORMAL,
EVERYDAY OBJECTS.

IT CONSUME
THE MAGICAL ESSENCE OF
DEFEATED MAGIC USERS. SO
FOR MOST SPELLCASTERS,
THAT MEANS THEIR
MAGIC FOCUS.

THESE ARE
QUITE RARE. TAKE
GOOD CARE OF IT.

TimBré Srr
4 ENCHANTMENT +
=) Sorcerous absorption

=} Rubbing cther magic-
userd’ noses in it

..AND IT WOULD
PROBABLY BE A
GOOD IDEA TO NOT
LET GARFIELD CATCH
A GLIMPSE OF IT.
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IT DEFENDS YOU
FROM FROST ATTACK, BUT
MOST IMPORTANTLY, IF YOU
ARE HOLDING ANY BEVERAGE,

THE RING MAKES IT VERY
/ FROSTY AND REFRESHING.

THAT IS THE
RING OF CHILLING
FROST.

Boost +1 defense from
frost attack,

=>-Othes use: good for

keggers

YOU HOLD IN
YOUR HANDS /
RAILSPLITTER.

4 SINCE IT'S A +1 \

BATTLE-AX, IT ADDS +1
TO YOUR ATTACK
AND DAMAGE.

+ damage |
=9 Other use:1imb
Pemoval
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WHOLE THING, LIKE
FATE...CHANCE...DIVINE
INTERVENTION. ~_(

J!
CRANK THE HANDLE

Y

S ONSL
— -
5

N ‘&‘& \' i

INSIGHT CHECK. IT
LEANED TOWARD
THE LEFT.
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THE TRAIN
LEAVES IN TWO
HOURS.

ONE OF YOU
MUST POSE AS
LEEMAN KESS—

V WE'RE IN KIND
OF A RUSH HERE! Y
WE DON'T REALLY (£ 42

HAVE TIME FOR & 2

"V

i

7 \ Z. ‘ {;v Zi
’-'l' %ﬁ.\ Z/\%' /

FINE! YOU
CAN BE LEEMAN
KESSLER/

\\ ACTING/!
N g
<)

>

“ALAS! POOR
YOGI! I KNEW HIM,
HORSERADISH!

YA FELLOW
‘ P,
'*‘ﬂv‘z",’a“ )»

¢

o Q

WITH INK ON HIS )
CHEST—"

R

YOU NEED TO
LOOK LIKE YOU BELONG
ON A FANCY TRAIN. GO
CHANGE AND THEN GET
YOUR ASSES DOWN TO

THE HANGAR/

29
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WELL,
THANK YOU,
LITTLE GUY.

b} / ’\4{
> = THAT'S

e VERY NICE
( i OF You!

/ MAY T
JUST SAY, SIRS,
HOW VERY PROUD
. I AM OF You?

YOU'VE BEEN
MLUCH MORE
COMPETENT
THAN ANYBoDLY
WOULD HAVE
EVER THOUGHT!

BUT YOU
SHOULD WAIT

‘TIL YOU GET TO YEAH,
KNOw US. WE BLEW UP
A WHOLE CITY
A FEW DAYS
AGO.
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SO..THERE'S 7 WE BELIEVE

NO CHANCE THE LEEMAN MANAGED TO
ROCKPORT LIMITED SECURE PASSAGE.
IS A CHAIN CLOTHING
STORE?

THE LUGGAGE
CLAIM WOULD INDICATE
HE WAS ABLE TO STASH
THE ARTIFACT ON
THE TRAIN...

IT’S A TRAIN THAT
RUNS FROM ROCKPORT TO
EVERSUMMER THROUGH A
MOUNTAIN RANGE CALLED
“THE TEETH.”

BUT HE GOT
WHACKED BEFORE
THE DEPARTURE.

7 PUMP
THE BRAKES FOR
A SECOND THERE,
DIRECTOR.

I~ YOU SAID YOU

USED SOME HOODOO

TO MAKE EVERYONE
FORGET THE
ARTIFACTS. l

i
IF SO, THEN
HOW DID SOMEONE
KNOW TO KILL THE
VIC AND STEAL
THE WEAPON?

WE'RE HOPING
IT’S A HORRIBLE
COINCIDENCE...

..BECAUSE ANY
OTHER ALTERNATIVE
IS TOO TERRIFYING TO
CONTEMPLATE.
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v
You
BETTER GET READY/
DAYLIGHT’S COMING
UP PRETTY FAST!/

YOU KNOW, YOU
COULD USE THE

SHIT/! T SAW
YOU USE THAT \S
ON PATRICK
HUMONGOUSBEARD
AT BATTLEFEST

I CLAMBERED
UP ON THE
R TURNBUCKLE... 4

THE RUCKUS,
\ BROTHER.

F AND FOR

A LAST-DITCH
MOVE, TRY ONE OF MY

7 ..JUMPED
HIGH IN THE
AIR, AND...

wWLET
GRAVITY DO
THE WORK!
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A FEW DAYS V
AGO, OUR SEEKERS WE DISPATCHED
LOCATED ANOTHER ONE OF OUR RECLAIMERS TO
ARTIFACT. RETRIEVE IT-A MAN NAMED
LEEMAN KESSLER.

THIS WEAPON IS...
EVEN MORE POWERFLUL,
MORE DANGEROUS
THAN THE PHOENIX
FIRE GAUNTLET.

AFTER HI!
INITIAL REPORT,
LEEMAN VIOLATED
PROTOCOL BY NOT
CHECKING IN AT THE
REQUIRED TIME.

WE FEAR HE

WAS UNABLE TO
RESIST THE THRALL
OF THE ARTIFACT.

YEAH, WELL,
NOT EVERYBODY'S
TAAKO!

’ YOU ARE
CERTAINLY CORRECT
THI

RE. _1

DID SHE

WHILE T WAS FIND HIM? J&

GETTING YOU LOT SET
UP WITH HR, THE BUREAU
SENT ONE OF MY FELLOW

REGULATORS—CAREY
FANGBATTLE—TO RECOVER
KESSLER FROM HIS LAST
KNOWN LOCATION:

YEAH, SHE
FOUND HIM.

HE WASN'T
BREATHING, BUT
SHE FOUND HIM.

THE CITY
OF ROCKPORT.

LET ME
GUESS...NO
WEAPON.

THEY FIND
ANYTHING?

OF COURSE.
NOBODY EVER DIES
OF OLD AGE AROUND
YOU PEOPLE.

ALSO A
BAGGAGE
CAR CLAIM

«AND
TRAIN TICKET FOR
THE ROCKPORT
LIMITED. A

27
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WHAT ARE
WE SUPPOSED TO
DO WITH THIS?

TIE IT

TO SOMETHING
BOLTED DOWN.

WHY DON'T
WE JUST HOLD
IT?

VI DON'T

TRUST YOU
GOOFUSES.

A HGARD TO
RGUE WITH

THAT. YEAH. IT
SEEMS LIKE A
LOT OF WORK.

GET BORED.

MR. MAGNUS,

SOMETHING THAT
MIGHT COME IN

I JUST ALCHEMIZED T

IT’S A MAGIC
BEAN. IF YOU POP
IT INTO YOUR MOUTH

IT MIGHT
HELP YOU IF YOU
FEEL LIKE YOU'RE

ABOUT TO FLY
OFF THE TRAIN.

AND WE MIGHT

YOU'LL BECOME
[ IMMENSELY HEAVY.

\ GrAHAM!

THANKS,

BUT IF YOU

THINK T'M GOING
TO TRADE YOU MY
PET COW FOR ' :

..YOU'RE IN

THE WRONG

STORY.
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THAT HE KNEW
WE HAD EXACTLY
1,800 GOLD.

AT PARTICIPATING
OLIVE GARDENS.”

“ONLY GOOD

WHAT A RIP.

..AND I GOT
THIS COOL AX! CUTS
DOWN ANY TREE WITH
ONE SWIPE! DOESN'T IT
LOOK AWESOME?!

26

V LISTEN,

WE'RE GOING TO
HAVE TO INTERRUPT
BREAK TIME.

WHAT, LIKE
TOMORROW?

SOME REAL BAD
NEWS JUST CAME
IN. WE GOTTA SEND
YOU ON ANOTHER /¢
MISSION.

N
2
S
=2

WE HAVEN'T
EVEN BEEN TO
OUR ROOM!

OR HAD A
NIPPY-NAP/

I'M SORRY,
GENTLEMEN.

IT CANT
BE HELPED.

I BOOKED
A KELP WRAP
AT 4:30!
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HEIST
PLANNING! T
LOVE HEIST
PLANNING!!

; THE TRAIN WILL\/ AND THAT
EMERGE FROM THIS LAST TUNNEL

SECTION OF THE TEETH
AND CROSS OVER ON A
SUSPENDED RAIL LINE
BEFORE REENTERING
THE MOUNTAINS.

THE

GOES STRAIGHT TO
EVERSUMMER.

LETTERMAN'S
GAP IS THE ONLY TIME
THE LIMITED WILL BE
OUT IN THE OPEN
BEFORE IT REACHES

CITY.

HOW
LONG WILL
HE HAVE?

SPEED THE
TRAIN'S MOVING
NOwW...

.FIGURING
THE TOTAL SPATIAL
DISPLACEMENT BY
THE VELOCITY OF THE
BODY...SPECIFYING
THE VECTOR AND
DIRECTION...

l; SHIT. T
REALLY WANTED

TO BE CLOONEY, BUT
I'M THE ACROBAT,
AREN'T I?

THE ACROBAT.

YOU'RE

..OF COURSE
YOU'RE SMART ENOUGH
TO REALIZE THAT THE
ACROBAT IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT PART OF
THE PLAN..?

MAGNUS IS SO
ON BOARD WITH
THIS PLAN/!
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THE WAND
OF SWITCHEROO!
ONLY 450 GOLD!

THROW IN
THIS UNLIMITED ‘\
PASTA PASGS AND

FOR MAGNUS,
THE PHANTOM FIST, A |
(* STEAL AT 500 GOLD!

R

) Magical gauntiet
that increases attact
and knod

FOR MERLE,
THE SCUTTLE
BUDDY! 400 GOLD,
BUT A DEAL AT
ANY PRICE.

THESE
LOVELY STONES
OF FARSPEECH! 4
<

A STANDARD
— "'\@ ISSUE, MANDATORY
\d \A\\\ 0> " A Magic walkie-

talkies..made of R
stone! 9
,

“STANDARD ISSUE” MEAN
THEY SHOULD BE FREE—
AND THAT
TOTAL COMES
TO-

pyindup
mechanical b%ét\e

{ gou can leav
| t?,’\\a a%?‘v rospy

25
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VYOU’RE '

GONNA
LEVITATE
HIM?

WE TIE A ﬂ

ROPE TO HIM.
I LEVITATE HIM.
HE HORIZONTALLY
RAPPELS DOWN THE
SIDE OF THE TRAIN
TO THE CABOOSE
DOOR!

<7 THAT WAY
I CAN KICK

THEM OFF IF

I NEED TO.

LET ME ;; CAST LEVITATE
MAKE ONE SPECIFICALLY ON
ADDENDUM TO  my MAGIC JUMPING )
YOUR PLAN BOOTS.
HERE, TAAKO.

'f‘,, ) Y=
S0 Y Iiover
N2 s oeLecrasie
> n, LETSPOTT

ADMIT, AT LEAST
IT’LL BE FUN TO

..AS YOU
PING-PONG BACK
AND FORTH BETWEEN
THE TRAIN AND
TUNNEL.

YOU STILL
HORNY FOR
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DON'T YOU WORRY

YOUR FURRY LITTLE
P Ls )11 SELF ABOUT THAT.
| BUMBERSHOOT You youre
HAVE THERE/ PROVIDING US
N WITH SHIT. NOT
) THE OTHER WAY
{ — o~/ AROUND.

SO, YOU MUST BE
RECENT HIRES? FIRST
\ DAY ON THE MOON?

ALWAYS

GREAT TO SEE Jm

NEwW BLOOD!

SEE, IT'S
VERY FUNNY
IF YOU KNOwW I
ACCEPT BLOOD

l AS CURRENCY.

ALLOW ME
TO SUGGEST...
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TEAM TAAKO JUST

HAS TO FIND OUTFITS

N COOL ENOUGH FOR THE

' . : GIGANTIC VICTORY
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FANTASY
COSTCO-0-0-/

. LIKE THE
£\ LASAGNA CAT?

=l -
it X g\ ‘)’\’
AQ \

HERE yoUu
\ CAN BUY AMAZING
ITEMS 7O HELP
You oN yYour

/\

\
\
NS
v

YEAH, BUT
LIKE, WHAT’S
YOUR DEAL’

) 7777

° ,f,\; WBKLOCK -

= 'Bemﬁ SVOOP‘}
as hell
=5 showing up whett

o Teagk exgect him
”"?‘“%iuo
oundari

gpacz and time

N //

\

\; r’

THE DEALS
wArRLOCK!
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/ WESEND '\
“THE WRENCH"
\ E

- HE GOES

14
1
S g
IN THE
OOR...

% KICKS
REAR D

Pl \
3 ..BLOWS PAS
JENKINS...

FROM WHAT .
WEVE LEARNED, SIR, . ONCE THAT
I THINK WE SHOULD BE ALL MAGS 7 > HAPPENS, WE'LL
A LOT MORE RESPECTFUL HAS TO DO IS \ . RUSH IN AND ALL
OF MR. JENKINS' DISTRACT HIM, . ¢ THREE OF US WILL
MAGICAL POTENCE. DISRUPTING THE = FUCK UP JENKO.






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_151_r1.jpg
WHY AREN'T
THERE MORE
PEOPLE ON THIS
SO-CALLED POPULAR
TRAIN RIDE?

I BOUGHT UP NO WINDOWS.
ALL THE EXCESS SEATS WERCoArgr GEE
50 I COULD PREP FOR TFAONU Hog:z.
MY MATCH IN PEACE FRONT D
AND QUIET. K

\. THE BACK
DOOI

il
=N
/

R.
oS .%1% 'j
= "
RS

BUT IT’S NOT
REALLY A DOOR.
REMEMBER? T
PUNCHED IT.

THAT WAS THE
FAKE CARGO CAR. THE

WE WENT

REAL HONEST-TO-GOD THROUGH IT

CARGO CAR HAS A REAL WHEN WE FIRST
HONEST-TO-GOD

GOT ON THE TRAIN,

BACK DOOR. REMEMBER?
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il

AVI IS WAITING
FOR YOU IN THE
CANNON BAY.

IF YOU
LEAVE NOw YOU
SHOULD HAVE JUST
ENOUGH TIME TO
CLAIM KESSLER'S
LUGGAGE BEFORE
THE TRAIN LEAVES
THE STATION.

.."CANNON BAY"?

YOU CAN USE
YOUR BRACERS TO
CALL FOR A TRANSPORT
SPHERE ONCE YOU HAVE
THE ARTIFACT IN HAND.

? YES, N
T SHOULD WARN

YOU, THE BUREAU'S
MAIN MEANS OF
 CONVEYANCE IS..

SHIT...SERIOUSLY? THOSE
ARE 7TRANSPORTAT/ON

T ARNONE HUH. T THOUGHT

THEY WERE FOR MOON-BASE-
TO-MOON-BASE COMBAT
OR SOMETHING.
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| THE WRONG PLACE..

YOU MUST HAVE
BROUGHT US TO

LIKE..A MOON BASE
JAIL CELL.

7S 1S How | (LI ‘W ——
THEY TREAT V' wa A
HEROES?! WE BRING Wy THey. oA
]
FIRE GAUNTLET ~ PEOPLE TO LIV!

AND THEY STICK
US IN THIS DUMP?

I'M GONNA
NEED TO LIVE
OFF-CAMPUS.
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152

MERLE GET THE
WINDOW FOR YA.
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30

ALL RIGHT,
WELL, THE REST
OF THIS ORIENTATION J

AGENDA'S PRETTY
MUCH TRASHED.

SO MUCH
FOR “"MERLE GETS
TATTOO REMOVED"!

WHY DO THEY
HATE KENNY
CHESNEY?

“PICK OUT
KESSLER PARTY
DISGUISES.”

‘REPORT TO
NEW ROOM IN
ENTRY-LEVEL
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ALL RIGHT,

I HAVE
ONE RISKY IDEA.
I FLOAT OuT
THERE AND JUST
LET GO OF THE
ROPE...

; THEN T
DON'T HAVE TO

DO SHIT..EXCEPT,

YOU KNOW, GRAB

ON TO THE BACK
OF THE TRAIN.

I CANTTELL |
YOU HOW YOU'RE
GOING TO PULL OFF

I JUST CREATED
THE SITUATION!

DO IT, ITLL
BE FUCKIN’
R

BABY: RISK
AND REWARD!

=2 -

- Byl
2o l(r/é .1‘?— & T S
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Tivst Seeond

FIRST,

[EDITION]

BY ART
WE LIVE





OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_125_r1.jpg
ALL RIGHT,

THE ENGINEER'S EVERYONE, |
NOT GONNA HELP TURN OUT
) US AND WE'RE YOUR POCKETS!
RUNNING OUT WHOEVER HAS THE
OF TIME. A

TELEPORTING
ROD...

..IS GUILTY OF
JENKINS-CIDE. A

§ HOwW
e ABOUT :OU,

KID:

HERE'S WHAT T

WANT TO KNOW: WHY ‘

ARE YOU LETTING THE / .
BABY-SITTERS CLUB { S ]
HERE HANDLE THIS? '

V IF YOU'RE SUCH A
GREAT DETECTIVE,
WHY ARE WE TRYING
TO PIECE ALL THIS
TOGETHER?

I'VE BEEN
WATCHING YOU.

YOU'VE BEEN DOING
A SURPRISINGLY
GOOD JoB!

| FOR THE VOTE
OF CONFI—

Z ALREADY
KNOW WHO THE
KILLER 1S, OF
COURSE.
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116

WE NEED
YOU TO GET
OUR ITEMS OUT
OF THE MAGIC
VAULT THING!

I'D HAVE TO
KEEP MY HANDS ON
THE CRYPTSAFE
FOR AN HOUR TO
OPEN IT/

HOUR WE'LL BE IN
EVERSUMMER!

AT LEAST
HAND OUT OUR
WEAPONS/!

OUT HERE AND
WE'LL PINKY-SWEAR
WE DIDN'T!

OH, PINKY-SWEAR.
WHY DIDN'T YOU
JUST SAY THAT TO
START WITH?

NO/! T'M NOT
OPENING THIS
DOOR. I CAN'T
HELP YOU.

IF JENKINS 1S
DEAD, HOW DO T
EVEN KNOW you

THREE DIDN'T

KILL HIM?

T'M NOT \\ j
A CONDUCTOR, W,

T'M AN
ENGINEER—

WOULDN'T =i
IT BE NICER TO
BE A FRIEND- )
GINEER?

INSTEAD
OF BEING A
CONDUCTOR, YOU
SHOULD BE A
CAN-DUCTOR.

T'LL TELL YOU

—\  WHAT I WANT
TO BE—
D P - -
g7 |
LA R ——
S

A GUY WITH
HIS #EAD.

BUH-
BYE!
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HELLOOOO >
THERE, MISTER—? | Gor ASECE

~-SQUAWK -
EVERYTHING
GOING OKAY
BACK THERE?

! f‘
L mM“
—wav »\L\l ] ) _I‘ \

BE THERE IN ABOUT
AN HOUR. PRETTY
SMOOTH TRIP

SO FAR. L= f’:
b ) |
THAT.. (’L—’-

[—
.JENKINS |
N 1S DEAD. ——

JENKINS WAS
A DEDICATED
EMPLOYEE OF—

2ey
N g
7 ‘ Nz
‘ ’4
/L'u y
> &> :

YOU NEED TO GET
A

o

OUT HERE.
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114

DIDN'T
HAPPEN TO...
MURDER JENKINS,
DID YOUu, JESS?

ONLY ASK
BECAUSE OF
THE WHOLE
“BEHEADER”

..YOU
KNOW: JESS THE
BEHEADLER...P
JUST TRYING TO

BE THOROUGH. |

V" irs astace N 0O You

NAME! FOR THE ‘WIZARD” IN
JOB! WHAT DO YOUR FREE TIME?
You PO FOR I ONLY BEHEAD

PEOPLE WHEN
INEED TO!

CHEF...UH,
WIZARD. SORT OF
A CHEF-WIZARD
HYBRID.

OR WHEN
I'M GETTING
PAID FOR IT...

«.YOU KNOW...FOR
ENTERTAINMENT.

THE THREE

OF US WERE WITH
ANGUS, JESS AND GRAHAM
WERE TOGETHER IN THE
PASSENGER CAR...

AND JENKINS
WAS SERVING
THEM DRINKS—

YEAH, RIGHT
AFTER HE TOOK
THE DRINK CART
UP TO THE
ENGINEER CAR.

THIS
IS GOOD! THIS

1S Goop!
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V WHEN
YOU SAW THE
BODY..DID IT
HAVE HANDS?

IT WAS
AWFUL!

AND I'D SEEN
JENKINS ONLY A
FEW MINUTES EARLIER,
PROVIDING DRINK
SERVICE...

LISTEN TO
ME CAREFULLY,

BECAUSE THIS NEXT
PART IS EXTREMELY
IMPORTANT.

DID YOU NOTICE
JENKINS SETTING
ASIDE ANY DRINKS
FOR SOMEONE?

ANYONE TAKE
AN EXTRA DRINK
FOR LATER?

r IS THERE

SOMEWHERE
ON THIS TRAIN

CART?!!!

I CAN FIND SOME

DRINKS!!! ) > “Jv,\‘ |5 GONE!
o> R

\\\ THE \
Al 1/l PRINK CART

"

HITTING US >

ALL PRETTY HAVE TO HELP

HARD, BU EACH OTHER
HROUGH THIS.

Y
==

—

AN

GRAHAM
WALKED BACK
THERE AND
WENT THROUGH
THE DOOR.

WHEN THE
DOOR SHUT I HEARD
A SHRIEK..LIKE SOME
SMALL CHILD. THOUGHT
HE WAS JUST HAVING A

CONNIPTION.
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Praise for
The Adventure Zone:
7 Here There Be Gerblins

2 14 MCEII‘O}’S, storytelling strength has long been

(. in their humor, and this is 2 good introduction to

the unexpected and sometimes almost Dadaesque way
they pull laughter out of thin air”

— THE A.V. CLUB

"Carcy Pietsch turned this book into something ref] rcshing

and just as delightful as the irreverent, profane, and goofy podcast.

A delightful and fun read.’
— BLEEDING COOL

“Gorgeous art—the characters come to life!
I am so happy that this graphic novel is a thing that exists in the world.” \‘;‘j 2}

—HANK GREEN, Crash Course, \l¢

The Lizzie Bennet Diaries

Don'’t miss book 1!
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THAT WAS GOING
TO WORK. NOW

I ACTUALLY (7
HAVE A SPELL THAT Q
WILL HELP/

. NS
REAL?.G/N'\I'T‘!’OJI:JGHT § \ %—5
§

DISCERNMENT
OF MAGICKS!

b y 9 YEAH..BUT
way of Saying - [HBE e
‘Locate things NS DOhll_;r 5;|N5
with magic alL W %

OVER_them”

WELL, NO
(  SIGN OF THE /
\ ROD..THAT MEANS }J

NO KILLER. X (<

ONLY ONE
PLACE LEFT
TO CHECK—

THE
CARGO CAR! AS
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P 1@ —

MINUTE, WAIT
A MINUTE, WAIT
A MINUTE!

o {2 t‘
' p g

; AND
BECAUSE OF THAT

WONDERFUL FIT, 'M
PRETTY SURE SHE
DOESN'T HAVE ANY

POCKETS TO

E
THE FIT, BY
THE WAY.

YOUVE GOT'
TO INTRODUCE
ME TO YOUR
BLACKSMITH.

L @R
2
2
) ‘ 4
f @ A FEW
/ — 7 FLECKS OF CRAB
\,./ o[ MEAT MAYBE, BUT

> HER ARMOR LOOKS
=) IMPECCABLE—

OH, SHIT,
RIGHT! THAT,
TOO!
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HOW DO WE

KNOW YOU'RE NOT
THE KILLER?! HELP HERE, THIS IS THE FIRST
FELLAS! \ TIME WHERE YOU

[\ 2/0#'7 RUSH IN AND

ME?/! KILL SOMETHING.

DON'T BE—

IwOouLD

ME: DO YOU
GUYS LIKE
GAMBLING?

EVERYBODY

PLACE THEIR
BETS ON HOW FAR

I CAN THROW

THE CLERIC! 4
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I SAID “NO.”
I'M GOOD.
THANK YOU.

(=

7
COME ON,
JESS. TURN
OUT YOUR
POCKETS.

YOou TURN
OouT Your
POCKETS!

DERMATOLOGIST... A

‘LIKE A KNIFE
B

THAT LOOKS
YOU COULD

-y

OH.
DON'T...BE

\ ACCUSED OF FUCKING
. THAT WAY? MICH
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NOw,
WHERE
WERE WE?
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18

I THOUGHT
YOU WERE THE

ISNT 1T
MORE FUN IF

YOU FIGURE

IT OUT FOR
YOURSELVES? /-

KNOW!! T WAS
TRYING TO

[/ ALL-RIGHTY,
) @' THEN. YOUR TURN,
o, | JESS. SHow us
4 WHAT’S IN YOUR
POCKETS.
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I THOUGHT
TO OPEN ABOUT THAT,
THE CRYPTSAFE, S
A ROCKPORT EMPLOYEE
HAS TO HAVE THEIR
HANDS ON IT FOR

JENKINS’ HANDS
WERE MISSING, SO
I THOUGHT THE

KILLER HAD TAKEN |
THEM TOUSEON £ | A YOUDID.
THE SAFE. - =

/ NOW THAT I
) THINK OF IT, DIDN'T
S THOMAS SAY IT HAD

L\ TO BE THE ENGINEER'S
\ HANDS?
AND HE'S

=N
LOCKED IN THE
‘ ENGINE CAR. THERE'S

NO WAY TO GET

TRUSTS YOU
ENOUGH TO OPEN
THE DOOR AND
LET YOU IN.
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4 THIS IS
THE PART WHERE
YOU HAND OVER

DONT
THE GAUNTLET. YOU MEAN

“GAUNTLET
OVER THE
HAND"?

YOU KNOW...
BECAUSE...IT'S
LIKE...A GLOVE...

IT’S GETTING ON
MY LAST NERVE.
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WELL, WEIRD.
WASN'T THAT T THINK ALL OF A SUDDEN,
ANTICLIMACTIC. T SUFFERED I DON'T HEAR GRAHAM
A PULLED GROIN AND JESS ANYMORE.

KICKING THAT DOOR.
T FEEL A LITTLE
s NAUSEOUS.

NOTHING/
THERE’S NOTHING

ELSE IN HERE/ ' g
<

i g i
THE DRUMSTICKS |\ >
| wouLp BE AwFuLLY
SMALL...
- f il
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CAN WE WATCH
AS YOU HURL IT
INTO THE FIRES OF
MOUNT DOOM?

NOT SURE
WHERE THAT
1S, BUT NO,
IT’S NOT THAT
SIMPLE.

NO NEED
FOR THE HARD SELL,
MADAME DIRECTOR. T
THINK WE LIKE WHAT
WE SEE SO FAR...

+-PROFICIENCIES
Rushing in
->

g woodern
=>Everdthing ese..

IT'S ACTUALLY
in

ducks
(qust ask him.)

TAKEN US QUITE
SOME TIME TO DEVELOP
ANYTHING CAPABLE OF
DESTROYING AN OBJECT 43
THIS POWERFUL. /-

BUT, YOU SEE,
WE WORKED REALLY

HARD TO GET THIS
GAUNTLET..

THAT’S THE
KIND OF BUSINESS

WE'RE IN, MA'AM.
WE GET STUFF AND
PEOPLE PAY US

YEAHHHHH. NO,
THAT’S NOT
HOW THE BUREAU
OF BALANCE

THAT’S THE KIND OPERATES.

OF THING PEOPLE SAY
WHEN BY “PAYING US”
THEY REALLY MEAN
THEY'RE GOING TO
KILL US.

PAYMENT UPON
OBLITERATION...






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_134_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_012_r1.jpg
I KNOW THE LAST
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS HAVE
PROBABLY BEEN VERY
CONFUSING FOR YOU. YOU
MUST HAVE MANY
QUESTIONS—

LIKE WHAT
WAS THAT CRAP
YOU JUST MADE

US DRINK?

BUT FIRST, T
NEED YOU TO HAND
OVER THE GAUNTLET
SO THAT WE CAN
DESTROY IT.

BUT MAYBE YOU
SHOULD TELL US A
LITTLE ABOUT THIS
ORGANIZATION OF
YOURS FIRST.

DO THAT.

Race ELF
¢lags WIZARD
+PROFICENCES H

<> Spell-casting
<> Sizzling things

-> Sn":r&

' I SUPPOSE YOU COULD C ARTIFACTS
CALL US A “DISARMAMENT” LIKE THAT
ORGANIZATION, DEDICATED TO GAUNTLET.
FINDING AND NEUTRALIZING :
DANGEROUS MAGICAL
ARTIFACTS.

7 THE BUREAU OF
BALANCE—OF WHICH
I AM THE DIRECTOR—
HAS A SINGULAR

«wLET’S CALL THEM
‘WEAPONS OF MASS

DESTRUCTION.” /.
e ‘

4 PROFICIENCIES 4
=>-Seef m&ﬁm
=>Taking the tough call

FPOWER 4
OFf-the-scale fire
+ damage
<pThis ain't no oven mitt

-)Wm ‘mg‘ ous
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THERE'S
A GOOD CHANCE
OUR CULPRIT IS IN
THIS ROOM.

WE NEED
TO APPREHEND
THIS PERSON. YOU
HAVE TO PROMISE
ME YOU WON'T KILL
WHOEVER IT IS.

JUMPING AWAY = <
0000H, FROM FIRE AND KILLING T'VE FOUND HEVIETEN,
I DUNNO. SEEM TO BE THE ONLY THAT #O7 KILLING WE ALL HAVE
REALLY GOOD AT. DON'T FEEL

THAT'S KIND TWO THINGS WE'RE IS PRETTY\EASY/ DROUGHTS, KID.
OF ABIG

I GO LONG
WE PERIODS OF TIME
DON'T REALLY WITHOUT KILLING
EXCEL AT VERY /> ANYBoDLY!
MUCH... X 79

WE DO THIS I THINK
FINE. WE ) VBREACHING” HE MEANS
BREACH ON j THING? /8 -\ ‘6o THROUGH
MY SIGNAL! y & &S THE DOOR.”






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_011_r1.jpg
MAGNUS
BURNSIDES...

THE BUREAU
OF BALANCE
IS A VOLUNTEER
ORGANIZATION.

I WON'T
FORCE YOU
TO JOIN.

THE WORK WE
DO HERE IS FRAUGHT
WITH PERIL.

BUT IF YOU DO,
YOU'LL BECOME PART OF
SOMETHING GRAND...

SOMETHING...

//'

BUT I KNOW
YOU ARE EQUAL
TO THE TASK.
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124

it

e

Zd 1T HAVE TO FEEL
i ?

WHY DOES

,‘\
W SO STICKY?
S\ \¥ .—A}

HOW'S
THE ODD COUPLE
BACK THERE?

GRAHAM
HASN'T SHUT
UP SINCEWE
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N

$ MPTAREL

MERLE, WHY 5 3 )
DON'T YOU LEAVE )
YOUR ‘LITTLE FRIEND" >
TO KEEP AN EYE TP A )
ON THEM?

SCUTTLE Buooy
COMES WITH HIS
OWN LISTENING

NODULE/

NEED TO
HEAR EVERYTHING
THAT’S HAPPENING IN
ANOTHER ROOM? IT'S
SCUTTLE Buvoy!

JUST STICK
THE NODULE IN
YOUR EAR AND
YOU'RE READY

TO EAVESDROP!

=FANTASY
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12

DIVISIONS. THE FIRST

SEEKERS.

GATHERS INFORMATION
ON THE ARTIFACTS. THEY
ARE KNOWN AS THE

D YOU SEE, OUR
ORGANIZATION 1S THE
MADE UP OF THREE NEXT—

I KNow!
I KNOW! THEY'RE
CALLED THE
BEATERS!

AND THEN
THE KEEPERS!

AND V
THE ONES
WHO GRAB

THE SNITCH!
THE SNITCH-
GRABBERS!

THE SEEKERS

~ ARE NOT PERMITTED TO
COLLECT THE ARTIFACTS.
THE RECLAIMERS ARE.

DO WE
GET A LICENSE
TO KILL?

A o

f ﬂ," 4 THAT'S
S50 (| THE 708 TM
' 3

0\

<

HOwW
ABOUT A
LICENSE TO
CHILL?

: ANYONE WHO
USES INFORMATION
GATHERED ABOUT THE

WHIM, OR WHO WIELDS AN
ARTIFACT, EVEN ONCE...

«WWILL
BE HUNTED DOWN
AND PROPERLY
DEALT WITH BY THE
REGULATORS.

7 4
of

I~

THAT BRINGS
US TO THE THIRD
SECTION: THE
REGULATORS.

YOUVE
ALREADY MET OUR
BEST REGULATOR...






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_019_r1.jpg
‘ P T ‘
I FOR ONE y ‘ )
WOULD DRINK LITERS | I ]
OF POOP TO KNOW 4
THE TRUTH/ ‘
i\

-
l CAN WE PLEASE
7

1;{"1
GET THIS MAN SOME |1
P?
i f A
|
{ <
[ (
3" »
(

LITERS OF POOI
/
[
A/

ARE YOU...
OFFERING US A

'\ REGULAR GIG?

WE WOULD LIKE TO N

HIRE THE THREE OF

YOU AS RECLAIMERS. &

OH, I WOULD
WALK 500 MILES!

AND I WOULD
WALK 500 MORE!

1
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WHEN INFORMATION
IS FED TO THE VOIDFISH,
KNOWLEDGE OF THAT ITEM
DISAPPEARS FROM
THE WORLD.

AND WHEN YOU
DRINK THE VOIDFISH'S
ICHOR, THAT KNOWLEDGE
RETURNS TO YOU.

YOU MADE US
DRINK JELL YFISH
PoOOPP!

WOULD YOU
RATHER GO BACK TO
HEARING STATIC?

o






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_139_r1.jpg
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IS A i

FE

R US

RS.

THAT
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VERY UNSA,
PLACE FOI

TO BE, S
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WHAT WE \
DO WOULD...NOT
BE POSSIBLE
WITHOUT THE

VOIDFISH.

TN
THE WAR, CALAMITY, A <
AND TURMOIL YOU CAN f
NOW REMEMBER WAS /
A DIRECT RESULT OF y ) IS
DANGEROUS MAGICAL I
)/

ARTIFACTS.

WHEN THESE

ITEMS WERE CRAFTED

AND WORD OF THEIR
POWER SPREAD,

EVERYONE WANTED
\ THEM. ‘

EVERY KINGDOM
IN THE LAND, EVERY
POLITICAL ORGANIZATION,
MERCENARY GUILD,

. THEY ALL
MOUNTED EFFORTS TO
CLAIM THE ARTIFACTS

FOR THEIR OWN.

THAT LED TO
A WAR THE LIKES OF
WHICH THIS WORLD
HAD NEVER SEEN.

..WAS TO MAKE
EVERYONE FORGET THE
ARTIFACTS EXISTED.
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WE HAD W

. A COUPLE OF

PLANNING DAYS, AND

| WE HAD TO GET THE

Q\ SUPPLY CHAIN IN
ORDER...

, PAY THE MEN,
DAVENPORT. PAY

ITWAS \
MORE THAN
A DAY, /

MORE \
LIKE A WEEK,
RIGHT?

SHOULD WE
GO V\QTH TEN

ES:
ALL RIGHT!
A TEN DAYS/

DAVENPORT,
PAY THEM FOR
HEIR..TEN DAYS

OF WORK.

WHAT THE
HELL WAS IN
THOSE VIALS?!

YEAH, AND
WHAT'S UP WITH
YOUR WEIRD-YET-
EAUTIFUL PET IN THE
GINORMOUS TANK?

AND IT'M NOT
SAYING YOURE FULL
OF IT OR ANYTHING, BUT
IF THESE ARTIFACTS
WERE HOT SHIT...

«~WHY DONT
I REMEMBER
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THIS OUT. T
CAN'T GET THE
BACK DOOR TO
OPEN. WELL, NO,
MAGGY, YOU
SEE—

v J V‘
o
4m
ITL
»>m
'
doF
=
a

NOT REALLY
\. A DOOR.

MR. MERLE,
SIR, COULD YOU
CAST “DISCERNMENT
OF MAGICKS”
AGAIN?

S
WHOA,
WHOA, WHOA!
TWICE IN ONE
DAY?
THAT MIGHT

BE A LITTLE ABOVE
YOUR PAY GRADE,
MY DUDE. T'LL

THERE'S
2 \N NO CRACK,
B NO OPENING...

\ NUTHIN".
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7

62

unaccompanied
minor
~ Reading at a

*snack consumption

EXCUSE ME,
FANCY LAD...

HOW WOULD
YOU LIKE TO BE
A 'PAN-CY” LAD?

I'D LIKE TO

EVANGELISM, SIR, BUT
MY GRANDPA ALWAYS
TOLD ME T SHOULDN'T
TALK TO STRANGERS...

[ WELL, I NOTICED

TELL YOU ABOUT ESPECIALLY oU' | YOU CAN

MY GOOD FRIEND ONES WHO ‘{,Egﬁiﬁg ‘%SS‘ CALL ME

PAN. WORSHIP LIKE TO READ THIS BROTHER
THANK YOU FOR THE OLYMPIAN

CHICK TRACT.

LEEMAN.

MY NAME'S
ANGUS. ANGUS
MCDONALD.

THIS KID IS
DEFINITELY
THE BAD GUY.

I'M GOING
TO VISIT MY

¥Being adorable
high school 1eveL

I CAN'T WAIT TO
READ YOUR VERY SMALL
PAMPHLET DRAWN IN A
SIMPLE STYLE REMINISCENT
OF UNDERGROUND COMICS!
I LOVE TO READ/

SEE? WHAT
LITTLE KID LIKES
O READ?/

HE IS
S$0-0-0-0 THE
BAD GUY.
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THAT'S A
SHITLOAD OF
MOUNTAINS.

! I wWOUuLD
A LOVE TO GET
1 £\ MY TAPAS ON/
I oY N
“
']
2 7

WE SHOULD TALK
TO THE BOY. HE SEEMS
A LIKE AN OBSERVANT LITTLE
TWERP. MAYBE HE SAW

SOMETHING.

ABOUT KIDS.
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e
Ohe quickly
statep Taako
q_ LateR.. / -

éxpLanation

—AND TLL BE \
SURE TO GIVE

FINE/ BUT WE
NEED TO GET
OUR ASSES

HOW ABOUT
YOU, JESS? YOU
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WE COULD
J DISCONNECT THE
LOCOMOTIVE AND
STAY ON THE
REST OF THE
TRAIN?!

2l

F BUT THE i
LOCOMOTIVE mw
WOULD STILL HIT WECOUED
EVERSUMMER AND '

DESTROY THE
LOCOMOTIVE! A

OH,
THAT’S RIGHT.

WE DON'T
HAVE ENOUGH
POWER..EVEN
WITH ALL MY

N PROFICIENCES! !

N\

A
s

' ‘ 4
/ ‘., 7 27X I )
| MIROTES,
]
o
A %

R
>
.
758
/

NARESE
“.i €\

=

OH, GOD, THIS
1S GOING TO BE
TERIBLE!
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WHOA, NELLY
WE ALL ALMOST
BEEFED IT/

THAT
TELEPORTING
SHIT IS HARDER
THAN IT LOOKS.

T

- Ly
S S70P THIS \
DAMNED THING! ‘
4

YOU SAID
“TAKE CARE
I CANT!
IT’S LOCKED |
WITH A HANDPRINT
READER/

WE NEED
ONE OF THE
ENGINEER'S

HANDS!
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KILLIAN/
YOU WON'T
BELIEVE THIS!! |
T'M HAVING
THE COOLEST

MAGNUS...
COME IN
MAGNUS.

BEHEADER AND
THERE WAS THIS
GIANT-ASS CRAB— A

I'M SORRY, MAGNUS
CAN'T COME TO THE STONE
RIGHT NOW BECAUSE HE'S
| STARING IMMINENT DEATH AN
MASSIVE DESTRUCTION IN
THE FACE!!!!

weHAVETO N | N\
GET INTO THE |}

B\ ENGINEER'S CAR
8\ AND STOP IT
wvow'!!

AS USUAL,
IT’S UP TO ME
TO SAVE THE
DAMNED DAY/

MAGICAL ITEM T
KNOW NOTHING
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PEOPLE! WE'RE
RUNNING OUT OF
TIME!

OOPS, NO
DICE. THEM'S
THE BREAKS,

I GUESS!

LAST STRETCH!
FOUR MINUTES TO
THE STATION/
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WELL,
THERE'S NO
GOING BACK accause wrosver

KILLED THE REAL
e S T LEEMAN KESSLER IS
e Ao PROBABLY AFTER

¢ !/
SOLVING THIS THE WEAPON!
CASE...

YOU BETTER GET
BUSY HELPING ME
FIGURE THIS OUT
AND COMPLETING
OUR MISSION—

V AND IF THAT
PERSON GETS THEIR

HANDS ON IT, SOME
EXTREMELY BAD SHIT
1S GOING DOWN!

INSTEAD OF SPENDING
ALL YOUR ENERGY ON
THIS R/IOICULOUS...

YOU WENT
THROUGH THAT WHOLE
SPIEL JUST TO RIP
YOUR SLEEVES OFF,
DIDN'T YOU?

NO, BOO-BOO.
IT WAS VERY
POWERFUL.

MOVING EVEN.
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7 T
weand SO e Y]

[ —
\ PRESUMPTUOUS— /" 0 bo,
<\ BUT GO AHEAD.
A\ BUT YOU SAID \\

YOU COULD USE
THE TELEPORT
ROD, SIR?

V PROBABLY.
ISAID I COULD
PROBABLY USE
THE TELEPORT
ROD.

MAY T —
SUGGEST THAT NOW INTO THE
1S A GOOD TIME TO - NEXT CAR!
\. PROBABLY TRY? f \

NOW FACE
THE FRONT OF
THE TRAIN/
\ ALL OF YOou
4 MUST FOCUS ON
g / THE ENGINEER! A

VISUALIZE wHaT M
THE ENGINEER'S CAR o
LOOKS LIKE!! 2

5

Y
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PLEASE,
GENTLEMEN,

MOVE AHEAD WITH ,‘
THE TOUR.

2\ /( __Now
'\ SEE HERE/!

/ ILIVE TO SERVE
THE PEOPLE ON
THIS TRAIN! AND
YOU CRETINS—/!

EASY,
JENKINS!
WE'RE JUST
JOSHIN'/

Y..TO START
FIXING...

/‘/

_ sk)
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176

THINK
OF THAT/
ANYTHING THAT
COMES TO YOUR
MIND...WILL BECOME
A REALITY...

THE W
<~ uncensorep ¥ [T

BLU-RAY OF b\
PAUL BLART: JOKE’S ON
MALL CcoP? YOU, PAL.

I ALREADY

( stoLe IT FROM \ &

\ BLOCKBUSTER. /

ANYTHING Y

voucan |
IMAGINE...






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_062_r1.jpg
MAYBE YOU JUST
NEED TO LIVE LIFE A
LITTLE! GET OUT IN THE
WORLD AND LEVEL UP/
THAT’S ALL T'M
SAYING.

BACK THERE
IS THE KITCHEN. I AM ALSO THE
CHEF ON THIS TRIP.
NOW THAT I KNOW

YOU, T'LL BE SURE TO

BAKE A LOT OF LOVE

INTO WHATEVER YOU
ORDER.

(/" you SAVING | \
YOUR SPELLS N
FOR THAT?

OF COURSE, BEYOND
';HEG KlTiHEN 1S THE

CARGO CAR. I'M SURE

YOU'VE BEEN BRIEFED NO DOUBT

MOST OF IT
\, " A:;l’-z;_ll'ngSOEfSlleTY SAILED OVER

YOUR HEADS—

' JENKINS,
COULD YOU
PLEASE OPEN

THE WINDOW?

BUT BY ALL
MEANS, DON'T
BURN A SPELL [

SLOTONIT. /
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YOU RESISTED
THE THRALL ON
THE GAUNTLET/ T
BET YOU CAN DO
IT AGAIN/

. /;

\ & 4 A ,\ o
‘\}ﬂ‘,Aﬁ§ oy

///

BUNCHA
BABIES.






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_061_r1.jpg
YES, I'M SURE YOU W

WOULD. BUT THERE'S IT'S LOCKED

NO CHANCE OF THAT UP WITH HUDSON.

DURING THIS TRIP. I HAD TO LUG THE
<

KIND OF
A SHITTY
WIZARD.

IDIDNT

WHAT AM T REALIZE THAT
GOING TO DO? LIFE ON THE
BURN ONE OF RAILS WAS SO

MY DAILY SLOTS DEMANDLING YOU

NEED PYROTECHNICS

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

TWENTY-FOUR-
V.

ON LEVITATING
ANAX?

YOU SHOULD
DO WHAT I DO:
HAVE UNLIMITED
SPELL SLOTS AND
USE EVERY SPELL
IN THE BOOK!

JUST CAST A SPELL

OF LEVITATION! THAT'S

SECOND LEVEL STUFF,
MY MAN/

WE
WOULDN'T WANT
TO DO THAT...

WOULD WE?
A A
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174

D-[S i I NOTICED
G.‘QI’ iﬁ‘ CEJ MSS 8|/ HEDROPPED IT
+ DESCRIPTION4 WHEN THE MEAT
MYSTICaL POWSING ROD \ MONSTER KNOCKED
e} Points to the most 1 THE SHIT ouT
valuabte itern

THAT
JENKINS ROBBED ) |
MR. PEANUT?  / \
<

THAT’S GOTTA
BE THE THING!

THE MONOCLE!  \\(J |
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THIS PLACE IS
AMESS. IF TENKINS
WAS STILL ALIVE I'D
ROUND HIM FOR A
WEEK!

WHATEVER,
LET’S JUST FIND
THE DEADLY MAGICAL
ARTIFACT IN THIS PILE
OF JUNK SO WE CAN
GET THE HELL OUTTA

THE RUSH? T
BET WE'VE GOT
PLENTY OF

IN SEVEN
MINUTES...

AS YOU SIRS
HAVE NO DOUBT
SURMISED, JENKINS
WAS THE ROCKPORT
AYER.
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IT’S VERY
DIFFICULT, BUT BY
ALL MEANS..TAKE
YOUR...TIME AND

ENJOY MY

9
. S =
N Y Sk
I MUST
STAY OUT HERE...
2 CHANNELING...
< A ‘
r =7

g —

\ 2l
ar / /2
FEANYLT VD =N
Wz Jos
A 4‘ JEIEE AN, =
P\ ST ‘( = \\«m‘
W‘ <3 ,- N ) T
N IT HELPS \ "

=
>
/4

‘ \
ME...EXORCISE

WV »\

A PARTICULAR
CORNER I SHOULD
~\ PEEIN,ORIS
IT DEALER'S
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WHAT ABOUT
YOUR MOM'S
HOUSE—?

IS THIS A REAL
REQUEST OR ONE

SEE? {
NOW YOU'RE | )
GETTING IT/
A

7\ |/
SEND Us O ORA
YOUR FAVORITE qf," Q

7
PLACE. ’ ﬁ
= haty
St
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70

FOR SUCH
A SOPHISTICATED
TELEPORTATION

MAGIC, YOU'D HAVE |
TO USE SOMETHING \

TO FOCUS IT...

YES INDEED.
IT WORKS IN
CONCERT WITH
THE CHAMBER.

AN ASTUTE
OBSERVATION
FOR HIRED
MUSCLE.

JENKINS,
OLD PAL—

DON'T JUDGE
A BOOK BY ITS
BREATHTAKINGLY
ATTRACTIVE

WILL IT BE,

P | GENTLEMEN?

DAY
SPA AT SWORD
BEACH? THE
MINSKER
POOL HALL IN
GOLDCLIFF?

YOU WANT
ME TO USE...
MY INCREDIBLE
TELEPORTATION

TO GO INTO

’ THE ROOM THAT

IS ADTJACENT TO
THE ROOM WE'RE
CURRENTLY IN?
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~WHAT
HAPPENED

TO THE

\ TRAIN?/
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OHHHH

THINK WE'D LIKE
TO CHECK OUT
THAT PLEASURE
THING Now!

A

ONCE MR, { / Y
[ GRAHAM HAS | &;W

%
N

7

%
,,

OH, wow/
OH, MAN!! Ty 7 I CAN MAKE
> se. ) & IT SO THAT WHEN
\ THE PLEASURE YOU ENTER THIS
SOUNDS LIKE \ CHAMBER ISN'T CHAMBER YOU CAN
HE'S PRETTY A SEX THING. / BE IN ANY ROOM,
ANYWHERE IN
THE WORLD.

WEL
TOLD YOU..SIR... IT CAN

D
THE RULES OF
THE SPELL, THE
ROOM CAN—
BY DEFINITION—
ONLY HAVE ONE
~TRANSPORT ENTRANCE...BUT
RN SR
& 2
Al GONNA DO*?

YOU OKAY,
JENKINS? YOU
SEEM KIND OF

NEVER FELT SO
RELAXED IN
MY LIFE/!

I'M GLAD
YOU ENJOYED
YOURSELF. I LIVE
TO SERVE.
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W COMI
ON, MAN!/ CUT HIM
SOME SLACK!
=

SRULES ARE  \
RULES"? THAT'S
WHAT YOU'RE
GOING WITH? )
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'

TRICKED-OUT WAGON,
PULLED BY A COUPLE
OF BEAUTIFUL HORSES:
ALTON AND NIGELLA.

THE WHOLE C
RIG WAS PRETTY
PRICEY, BUT IT WAS
WORTH EVERY
CENT.

/ I JUST HAD
TO HIT A COUPLE OF
SWITCHES AND VOILA!

LE SET!

)';v y A L e
T Vi P
N MAKING THING/ 5 L4

el
(Y

A <‘
N U

I THOUGHT IT

’ WAS Kl
OF
>
((?"

Al
Y
g

=
7

N B

AN
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COME ON,

\\\ come on/

A
VERILY, THE TRUE

/ a
| BELIEVER CAN SPARE

[| THE DYING, BRINGING THEM
'} BACK FROM THE BRINK
OF OBLITERATION.”
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IT’S ABOUT N
AN HOUR AND A HALF
LATER. JENKINS HAS \
RELUCTANTLY SERVED w / JENKINS,
) YOU A DELICIOUS | MY DUDE! IT

THIS, BUT THAT WAS
A DELICIOUS
BRUNCH.

AND I : g
KNOW WHAT T'M AN “SIZZLE IT UP
TALKING ABOUT, W\ N WITH TAAKO.” itieED
AR N APRETTY. \\ SWEET THAT Y0U
SYCCESSFUL LITTLE \ REMEMBER!
TV COOKING SHOW
CALLED—

I HAVE TO ASK:
WHAT IS THIS ‘TV”
YOU KEEP TALKING

ABOUT?

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT. THE

SHOW WAS SICK
S HELL.






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_196_r1.jpg
3\ =4 SN ~
~%( \\\% ., @ﬁ% o\
NN\ ‘5&% e\
@7 % ‘ n\“fé’v \V{—






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_074_r1.jpg
AT

BEEN MY DREAM o FACT, T APPLIED

TO LIVE A LIFE
ON THE RAILS! FOR A JOB WITH THE

v Iwoulp W)\\I MOTIVES HE
LOVE TO WORK HAD MOTIVE!
ON A TRAIN. IT'S AS A MATTER // ”n/b/ MOT}}/E FOR

ROCKPORT LIMITED
BUT DIDN'T GET
ACCEPTED.

YOUR ROLL,
COLUMBO.

I JUST CAME
ON THIS TRIP TO YOU MEAN..
SHADOW JENKINS ( YOURE A WORSE
AND SEEWHAT T \ WIZARD..THAN

COULD LEARN. TJENKINS:
PICK UP FEW
POINTERS.

You
PURPOSELY
SAID THAT LOUD ENOUGH I WAS BEING
FOR ME TO HEAR! WHY \ THOUGHTFUL/!

WOULD YOU DO THAT?/ DIDN'T

y WANT YOU TO WASTE

A PRECIOUS SPELL
SLOT TRYING TO
READ MY MIND/!
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VI’M LEEMANWOF COURSE,

KESSLER. AND DIDDLY. AND
THESE ARE MY THIS IS—
ATTENDANTS: A

| l I CAN'T HELP

BUT NOTICE YOUR
GARB. YOUR HAT £
AND ALL.

) ARE YOU
[l PercHANCE A
I\ wizarD, T0O?

YEAH. NO
DOUBT YOU
RECOGNIZE

l I'M ACTUALLY

TAAKO. YOU KNOW,
FROM TV.

YOUR SHOW 1S
LIKE, MY SECOND
FAVORITE THING IN
THE WORLD.

YES IT IS,
MY DUDE.

WHEN T
TRAVEL I USE
MY REAL
NAME...JUSTIN
KESSLER.

IT'S ALWAYS
GOOD TO MEET &
AF

N—

SECONDP!
WHAT'S
\ FIRST>
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186

CAN DO
RIGHT?

DON'T THINK

OF THIS AS PRESERVING \ |

PROPERTY AND SAVING

A BUNCH OF uvss. y/

OUR TRACK W
RECORD WITH |
HEROIC DEEDS |

-
..THINK OF IT
AS USING THAT /()
TELEPORT ROD TO
REALLY FUCK SOME
)/

PLACE UP WITH

A TRAIN.






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_072_r1.jpg
64

BOOKS AND CHEW
BUBBLE GUM, AND

L
< 4
FOR TH /
D CHAT.
3 \

| DON'T
GUYS LOVE BEING
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ACCORDING
TO THE ETB,

ABILITIES.

WHAT DID N/

HE MEAN BY

L

I CANCAST A
SPELL TO BOOST
TAAKO’'S MAGICAL

FIREWORKS.

PRETTY SURE
HE WAS DOWN
TO LIKE TWO
HIT POINTS.

I'VE GOTTA HANG
AROUND FOR THE

P

THIS IS € MV/\$,\
PROBABLY T
GONNA KILL ( \
\ MEEEEEE/ \
[N
\ N\

BN o A
%2e! & (NG
NN NS

LOOKS LIKE

YOURE UP, |
BIG GUY.

gz I GUESS THIS
“—A WILL BE MAGNUS
RUSHING...

\

\

PROBABLY
SHOULD HAVE

=
%

, X 20 ;
7 7 ALy, f i
HEALED HIM, 2 A S L))
MY MAN. (“/{(\\ //}\‘\\’7\&( %}// 4

\

<
BN
D,

~— N
\‘v \
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7 EVEN THOUGH
JELLME, YOU'RE NOT ALLOWED
ANGUS, ARE YOU TO TALK TO THEM?
OFFPUT BY ThRee INTERESTING...
GROWN MEN SITTING ;
WITH YOU, ASKING

OH, NO, WELL
YOU A BUNCH OF SIR! T WAS )
QUESTIONS? HOBING T WOULD GRANDPA ALWAYS

SAID “STRANGERS
AREN'T STRANGERS
ANYMORE ONCE
YOU'VE TALKED TO
)\ THEM AND LEARNED
THEIR NAMES.”

MEET PEOPLE AND
MAKE FRIENDS
ON THE TRAIN.

ANGUS, T
WANT TO SHOW
YOU A LITTLE
MAGIC TRICK.

{ WELL, THIS
ONE IS CALLED:

HE ROLLS A

24, COMPLETELY

RESISTING YOUR
SPE

V IF HE JUST
ROLLED A 24,

HE IS AREALLY
FUCKING BAD GUY/
THERE AREN‘T EVEN
24 NUMBERS ON
THE DIE/

HOLD ON!
JUST BECAUSE
SOMEONE HAS A
GOOD ROLL, THAT
MAKES THEM
EVIL?!

SO WE
SHOULDN'T, LIKE,
TAKE HIM OUT...
RIGHT?

ESPECIALLY
NOT IN FRONT
OF ALL THESE
WITNESSES.
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184

/ ARE YOU

SHITTING ME?
I'M TAAKO, BABY!

TAAAAKO! d

OF BUGBEARS/
FREEZER OF MEAT
MONSTERS!/!

IS THIS FAKE
CONFIDENCE YOUR \
N | ATTEMPT TO PROTECT
ME BY GETTING ME
TO JUMP..?2

DISTRACT ME

FROM THAT BAG

OF STUFF YOU

TOOK FROM THE
2

™\ SAFE
1}9\

)

HEY, LOOK
AT THAT! YOU
FINALLY SOLVED
A MYSTERY.

CAN'T REACH

ANY HIGHER.
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I DON'T KNOW
HOW I FEEL ABOUT
THIS...SHOULDN'T I STAY
AND PROTECT YOU
GuYs?

—

Z T
/

c [ A
j—C .
=

s
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WELCOME TO
ROCKPORT/

7 ACITY OF
INDUSTRY/

ACITY OF |
DREAMS! .

A CITY ON
THE MOVE!

A PROMOTIONAL
SLOGAN!

ACITY ON N
4 THE GROW!
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THAT'S JUS
GRAND—

\f !. g

=
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4

2

' NOW JACKED/!
N
a. Q
A v

THANKS TO
YOU, O DUNGEON
MASTER, WE ARE

NO NEED
TO THANK ME.
YOU EARNED IT.

LIKE UNTO GOPS,
WE MARCH ON TO

14

2

\ 1z

Z)

ROCKPORT/
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MAGNUS,
g YOU ARE NOW
\  ALEVEL FOUR
‘!_\‘ FIGHTER/!
el P

THAT WAS
50 MUCH EASIER
THAN GOING TO
AGYM!!
MAGNUL
YINONUS
Fighter level 4
Copgtitution:+1
Strengthis
ANEW ABILITIES~
ALL HAIL
Rlv%&%{&nw MIGHTY PAN/!!

MERLE! YOU
ARE NOW A LEVEL FOUR
CLERIC SPECIALIZING IN
THE NATURE DOMAIN/

ANEW ABILITIESAY
CHANNEL DIVINITY
ANIMAL HANDLING,
PLANT MASTERY

: :
—
7 ﬂm( >/
’ \ IS
{ ?i
| BEFORE ME, PUNY b
| MORTALS!
» i <V
0 / ) o
t )
CARELIE,

J
yelelsuk
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WHAT'LL TURN
NO! IT’'S ME/ THOSE FROWNS
YOUR DUNGEON UPSIDE DOWN...

MASTER AND’ BEST
{
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=

\ MORE THING...
S INs-=

)

DOES THIS
NITROUS?!

BE A LOT MORE...
UNCOMFORTABLE
THAN YOUR LAST

BAD BOY HAVE

~PROFICIENCIES
* S reRiGREES

s <
»;&O%%imw — AN\ £/NSH

THIS IS A
FANTASY AIR
BRAKE.

IF YOU PULL IT TOO
EARLY, THE MOMENTUM
DISRUPTION MAGIC

THE MAGIC
USERS WHO CREATED
THIS WEAPON...THEY'RE

CALLED...RED ROBES,
NAMED AFTER THE BRIGHT
CRIMSON GARMENTS
THEY WEAR.

AS
MIGHT GUESS,
THEY'RE INCREDIBLY
DANGEROUS
INDIVIDUALS.

F YOU
COME ACROSS
ANY OF THEM IN
THIS MISSION, IT'S
IMPERATIVE

N\, veAn, \‘

YEAH, YEAH! LET'S \

JUST GET THIS OVER \
WITH!

I DONT SEE ANY
CUP HOLDERS.

BUT LISTEN, IT IS
VITALLY IMPORTANT
THAT ONE OF YOU SIT
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HE MEANT

HE’S KIDDING.
T'M LEEMAN BUTTI LEON. LEON KESSLER.

KESSLER. THOUGHT
YOU SAID—

MY BROTHER. WHO
WORKS FOR ME.

‘M TOTALLY V\/—h
CONFUSED! T THOUGHT I INSIST YOU
al fiEEDS ID— o IF You TRUTHFULLY IDENTIFY

PEOPLE ARE X 3\ YOURSELVES NOw!/
TRYING TO PULL

“CHARM PERSON.






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_049_r1.jpg
({‘/\H'T /)(, o

AGAIN WITH A
b “ THE CAVES...
‘ W
3 |\ g

i o
' =\

r E IS

MY NAMI
DEFINITELY LEEMAN
KESSLER...

V WE'VE BEEN ‘
EXPECTING YoOUu! Y,

MY NAME 1S
THOMAS! T AM
THE CONCIERGE OF
THE ROCKPORT
LIMITED/

MY RETAINERS...
BO AND...DIDDLY.

GEE, THOMAS.
JUST THE SOUND
OF YOUR VOICE
MAKES ME FEEL
S0..WELCOME.

THOMAS s

Ract  Human

CLass CONCIERGE

+PROFICI ENCI EST
-> Hospitality
<> convenient
exposition

=>1.23ving the light
on forR ya.
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YOU ARE
SO RIGHT! WE

IT KINDA
EELS LIKE WE'RE
INTERRUPTING

SOMETHING.

w3
B3
;0
WE
13
¥
B3

GONNA LIE...
THAT KIND OF A
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ISAW A
DWARVEN WOMAN
IN THE PASSENGER
CAR AND I SWEAR

I RECOGNIZED
HER.

SUPPOSED TO
SHARE PRIVILEGED
INFORMATION
REGARDING THE
IDENTITY OF—

IAM‘

NOT YOUR...
Q ‘BuUPDY”!

X BUT You
DIDN'T HEAR THIS

Race DWARF
C1ass

¥ PROFICIENCIES
<4 pride in Profession
=4 avoiding the public
=$\iell, shere's the whole
*beheading thing”

FROM ME. A

SHE
LOOKS TOTALLY
DIFFERENT WITHOUT
HER GRAPPLING
GARB!!

“GRAPPLING
GARB”? DON'T
TELL ME YOURE |
A WRESTLING h

DON'T YOU
KNOW THAT’S JUST
A BUNCH OF MADE-UP
FANTASY BULLSHIT?
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ZOOD Gop!

SO ARE YOU AN

Oz ATTENDANT WHO'S |
A WIZARD, OR AN

ATTENDANT 70

AND I HAVE
A FEW LUXURY
SERVICES I CAN

IT'S AS IF EVERY A WIZARD— PROVIPE.
DECORATOR IN THIS &
REALITY SPENT WAY
TOO MUCH TIAME AT ! IAMA
SLMMER CAMPY WIZARD WHO FOR INSTANCE, T
MUST ATTEND TO CAN TAKE YOU INTO OUR

PLEASURE CHAMBER.

PASSENGERS ON
THE TRAIN.

Vsomay TO

DISAPPOINT,
BUT IT'S NOT
A SEX THING.

MY SOFT,
SENSUOUS VOICE JUST
MAKES EVERYTHING
SOUND SALACIOUS.

IT’S A CURSE.

TELEPORTATION EXPERIENCE THAT
ALLOWS PASSENGERS TO BRIEFLY

VISIT ANY ENCLOSED SPACE OF =
THEIR CHOOSING ANYWHERE 7z
) IN THE WORLD. "' =y
<4 2

W
(O ‘F

P, DA
THE SPELL IS ‘ Nall

POWERFUL BUT LIMITED.
YOU CAN'T BRING ANYTHING
BACK THROUGH THE
PORTAL..OR LEAVE
ANYTHING THERE.

JUST IN CASE
YOU WERE THINKING
OF DOING ANY, YOU
KNOW, SMUGGLING.

LEEMAN
KESSLER IS NO
SMUGGLER!/!

Pk
/‘5 O

(TSN
n s “‘G/.\n. N
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HE WASN'T
KIDDING ABOUT
IT NOT BEING
VERY FULL.

OF THEM ARE
DWARVES!

CLOSER...

«I THINK THE
LITTLEST ONE
IS AKID.

o 4 3
|

YOU DON'T m
’ E

HINK THAT’S
WEIRD? SOME LITTLE
KID TRAVELING it

BY HIMSELFON  /— ———
A TRAIN?
HE'S
] PERFECTLY i \
' , !

FINE, SIR...
7

T T s e
ROCKPORT ( 1S Ji INS. YOU
LIMIT:D 3 WIZARD ATTENDANT
PERFECTLY FOR THIS TRIP.

EITHER B
WIZARD Who'S
an aTTenvanT
OR an aTrenpant
To WiZ2RPS
4+ PROFICIENCIES Y
= GagtAonomy
' -4 PERSONAL SERVICE
= HORTICUKTURE

THIS IS MY..
FLAIR. WE ALL GET
TO WEAR ONE
PIECE OF FLAIR
ON TUESDAYS.

YOU HAVE

AN EYE FOR THE

FINER THINGS,
SIR.
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UHHH...NO.

NO, THANK YOU.
‘ I DON'T BELIEVE I
WANT TO DO THAT. / \//

2 S

IN ]

MOUNTAIN
TRAIN SECURITY

€ - 4
(EEED

I AGENCY PROTOCOLS
\ g DEMAND THAT ALL
\ 1 ) WEAPONS BE LOCKED
> UP WITH ME IN THE
¥ ENGINE CAR.
! 1 = L
1S IT OKAY
GOODBYE, IF T KEEP MY
SMOOSHER. UMBRELLA IN CASE WELL, WE'LL BE
GOODBYE, OF A STORM? INSIDE A TRAIN INSIDE
LiL CHOPPY. 7 A GIANT MOUNTAIN
[\ RANGE, SO NOT MUCH
= q CHANCE OF RAIN,
7 X BUT...SURE/
=4
2 Do) - 7 _—
NI/ —_
/) N\ N\ } Y
| \: \é | | | /
= / 3 ”
-
o )

BUT YOU

ALL RIGHT, BUT

I HAVE TO HANG ON

TO MY GAUNTLET. T HE’S NOT

HAVE...STINKY HAND ( KIDDING. THE STENCH

SYNDROME. WiLL HAUANT YOUR
REAMS.

ONE THING

HAVE TO DO

/\

LET ME SIT
ON YOUR LAP
AND STEER?

zuh?son TE <
ENGINEER, LADIE

AND GENTLEMEN/! I\

| Vi WE HOPE YOU

7 ENJOYED HIM! WE'LL

i SEE HIM AGAIN AT

THE LINE’
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MERLE..WHY

DON'T YOU TAKE

CARE OF THE
LAST MEAT
MONSTER.

R WHAT DID
' you o>/
, y YOU SAID
TO “TAKE CARE
/ OF HIM!

MAYBE YOU
COULD USE THAT
FROST KOOZIE
RING...?

I THINK
HE'S A8/T
BIGGER
THAN TWELVE

I HOPE IT'S
TRUE WHAT
THEY SAY:

“..ALL MEAT
MONSTERS GO
TO HEAVEN.”
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’ THIS IS A

FULL-OPTION
TRAIN, MY DUDES,
FULLY LUXURIED

THIS IS THE LEXUS "
OF FANTASY TRAINS.

GILDED FEATURES.  J
POSH INTERIOR.

¥ ves,
IT 1S GOOD WE KNOW
EVE, SIR. YOU HAVE A LOT
OF CHOICES FOR
HUDSON, YOUR SUBTERRANEAN
ENGINEER. WELCOME INTER-CITY
ABOARD. WE'RE TRAVEL, AND WE

APPRECIATE THAT

HAPPY TO HAVE
vou: YOU CHOSE US!

=

> J
~, Y

WELL, THANK

YOU FOR HAVING US
ON YOUR EXQUISITE
CHOO-CHOO.

UpSoN

RACL (553
€\a88  ENGINEER

o ; YOU'RE IN
LUCK. WE'RE RIDING
=)’ LIGHT, SO YOU'LL
- HAVE YOUR PICK
b)) OF SEATING IN THE
) PASSENGER CAR.

D

(NOT THE BRIDGE-BUILDING,
TUNNEL-DIGGING KIND..THE
SMAKING THE TRAIN GO" KIND)
4 “PROFICIENCIES ¢
=>Toeing the
corporate 1ine
=) Railway navigation
=>Doing the
Loco-motion

AND HERE WE
ARE AT THE ENGINE
CAR. THIS IS WHERE
I WILL BE FOR THE
DURATION OF

THE TRIP. CI

V AS A SECURITY I
MEASURE, T WILL NOT ‘
BE COMING OUT AGAIN |
UNTIL WE ARRIVE AT
EVERSUMMER.

THIS IS ALSO
WHERE I MUST LN

JAV A\ ASK YOU FOR— )7
(o= N7

= 1 OUR TICKETS? |

@ - OF COURSE!
\1\; ! l

NO, SIR.

YOUR
WEAPONS,
PLEASE.

47





OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_176_r1.jpg
[\
3
Uy
[ =43
Bk
SE






OEBPS/images/mcel_9781250624222_epub3_054_r1.jpg
46

THOMAS, ABOUT
ALL THOSE GUARDS—

IN THE INTEREST
OF TYING UP LOOSE
ENDS, WE COULD TELL
HIM TO STEP IN FRONT
OF THE TRAIN...?

OH, MAGNUS.
THOMAS IS A VERY |
BUSY MAN WHOSE
CHARM SPELL IS GOING
TO WEAR OFF ANY
SECOND NOW.

MORE IMPORTANT SHIT

\_TO WORRY ABOUT! & SOUNDS LIKE

THE THREE OF US WILL
HAVE TO RIDE ALONG IF
WE'RE GOING TO SECURE /
THE PAYLOAD.

\«

AND I DOUBT THERE'S
ANY STONE RECEPTION IN
THOSE MOUNTAINS...S0 NO
HELP FROM THE BUREAU

PEOPLE, EITHER. WE'RE
ON OUR OWN.

LIKE THE FACT
[/ THAT THE ARTIFACT WE'RE
SUPPOSED TO GET IS HEADED
TO EVERSUMMER WITH ‘
OR WITHOUT US//

IN THAT CASE, YOU \
TWO ARE GOING TO HAVE

TO DO A BETTER JOB OF
STAYING IN CHARACTER/

ALL ABOOOAARD!!!

TIME TO GET YOUR
ASSES ON THE TRAIN

THAT I SPENT #OURS N
COMING UP WITH! §

HAVE YOU
GIVEN THE SLIGHTEST
THOUGHT TO YOUR
MOTIVATION?

) OR YOUR INNER
A MONOLOGUE?!
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YOU GUYS
DON'T HAVE TO

ALWAYS BE
SUCH WISE-A—

TH,
- \ X/ (e SPELL SLOTT'{{Tr_ X

T
b

\ P
N I :
JA 4
= O /\[
LN —

7 SRR -

X | ‘_! = L SANT

b y! = ) WASTEEVEI
<
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7 YOUVE
GOT A HELL OF A
LOT OF ARMED BEEF
STATIONED HERE, THOMAS.
SOMETHING WE NEED
TO KNOwW?

OH, NO,
SIR, NOTHING
TO CONCERN
YOURSELVES

ABouT/

.. THANKS TO
THE CRYPTSAFE.

WRONG HERE! JUST

ANOTHER TYPICAL,

MURDER-FREE DAY
IN ROCKPORT!/

TO LIMIT
ACCESS, OUR
STATE-OF-THE-ART
CARGO CAR IS AT
THE VERY REAR
OF THE TRAIN.

NO WINDOWS,
WHICH KEEPS IT EVEN
MORE SECURE FROM
MARAUDERS...

NOT THAT
THEY'LL BE ANY
) PROBLEM...

THE CRYPTSAFE
IS INDESTRUCTIBLE AND
BUILT INTO THE VERY
FLOOR OF THE CAR.

IMPRESSIVE!

LET ME

VIEW MY

PROPERTY,
SIR.

|; AFRAID THAT'S

NOT POSSIBLE,
MR. KESSLER. YOUR

ITEMS HAVE ALREADY

BEEN STOWED IN
THE CRYPTSAFE.

IT’S TIME-LOCKED.
IT WILL ONLY OPEN AFTER
AN EMPLOYEE OF THE RAILROAD—
SPECIFICALLY, THE ENGINEER,
MR. HUDSON—MAINTAINS
SUSTAINED PHYSICAL
CONTACT WITH IT...
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¥V Eteeony |

REMAINING MEAT s fo"'s*.‘f‘:,‘é wLL
MONSTER IS DESTROYED, HAVE NO WAY OF
Tl-:fsg:‘JLYAi'%MQI:lNS% GETTING BACK INTO
HU| H. 1S AL

ONNAND IS THE ENGINE CAR.

SO YOU ARE
ALL GOING TO BACK
OFF, SHUT THE DOOR TO
THE CAR, AND LEAVE ME
TO MY HARD-EARNED
PRIZE. I GET WHAT

NO WAY TO
SLOW THE TRAIN—
LET ALONE STOP IT—
BEFORE IT GETS TO
EVERSUMMER...IN
TEN MINUTES.

AND
EVERYBODY ON

HE TRAIN GETS...
TO CONTINUE
LIVING.
Q

=

T
[
——>

THINK YOU COULD
FIGURE OUT THE
PORT WAND.

THING?
.—A

YEAH! WHAT HE ; [

SAID!! JUST IMAGINE
7/ GO FUCK ME SAYING IT...BUT
YOURSELF, | ANGRIER!

/ WANKINS/!
’]—
s

..THIS IS ON
A YOUR HEADS.
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THE FASTEST,
MOST POWERFUL
TRAIN IN THE
REALM/

MAKE THE TWO
HUNDRED MILES TO
EVERSUMMER IN
FOUR HOURS/!

THE ULTIMATE

[\ N LUXURY AND
COMFORT! A

YOU GONNA
COMP US SOME
SNACKS? MAYBE
A TRAY OR THREE
OF MOJITOS?

SO WE CAN
GRAB THE MCGUFFIN,
GET THE HELL OUT OF
HERE, AND GET BACK
TO THE BASE BEFORE
> KARAOKE NIGHT.

44

> YES, BY ALL >
MEANS, MY GOOD MAN/
BUT FIRST, I WOULD
LIKE TO CHECK ON
MY PROPERTY!
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A CAN I JUST SAY

\| SOMETHING, AND

|\ THIS MAY SOUND
WEIRD:

..BUT T THINK — I'M JUST
HE THREE OF YOU 50 CHARMED
ARE EXACTLY WHO !
- YOU'RE TELLING
N\ ME YOU ARE/!

NOTHING A
WEIRD THERE. R &

«.THE
ROCKPORT
LIMITED!
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/ MAYBE
B ( YOURENOT A
o VERY GOOD

OH, I'M AN
EXCELLENT
WIZARD.

I'M GOING
TO KILL EVERYONE
ON THIS TRAIN.

THEN T'M

[ GOING TO BRING éi

YOU BACK TO 1
LIFE...

DON'T LIKE
“JUNKINS"?

LAy
we CALLHM Y /7 1
swaNKiNs” From [ [ ( o EMKING
NOowON. /|

“JERKINS.”

- UCERNIY
) & DPH
) “! %

DL 7,
S75)
= N X

NOW THAT
WAS PRETTY
INTIMIDATING,

JERKINS.

I ESPECIALLY

LIKE THE “POINTIN
PART.
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PARTICULAR KINK,
BUT HEY, YOU PO
YOU, JENKY!

o Fire
Radiant damage
o REBNY FUCKS

Up the undead

THIS IS #OT _
POSSIBLE! D How DID You
( SEE THROUGH
MY PERFECT
CRIME?

+“PROFICIENCIES A
B <> TelePoRrtation magic BN
=»Meat Monster

WRANGLIMN
=>Body %!ovz%og,

HUH. MEAT W NOT My ~
MONSTERS WITH
EACH...
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“SHE’S A FAMOUS
CHAMPION OF THE
MIDWORLD WRESTLING
FEDERATION//”

l /
- ,‘

. 455 CHRNPION WRESTLER

MFUing off the turnbuckle
ob mingas§+takin%nam,es
< Read previous shest.. the

whole beteadingthing,

"I WAS LUCKY
ENOUGH TO GET TO
SEE HER ONCE!”

/ “SHE WAS LIKE A
FORCE OF NATURE/”

‘WITH A VERY...
UNIQUE FINISHING
VE.”

I'M GUESSING SHE
DOESN'T CUT THEIR
BUTTS OFF.

I WOULD LovE
TO SNEAK A PEEK
AT THAT AX.
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