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BEFORE WE GET TO
SCIENCE CLASS..

LET'S TAKE A
MINUTE TO CATCH UP ON
WORLD HISTORY!
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THE MAGNIFICENT GOLDCLIFF
TRUST BUILDING

o« BESIEGED BY A GIGANTIC WALL OF POISONOUS
PLANTS, SWEET-TALKED INTO SUBMISSION BY MERLE!

F GUARDED BY THE TERRIFYING TRENT THE TREANT.
BATTLED BY THE MIGHTY MAGNUSI

«r CROWNED BY THE VAULT. WHERE MASTER CRIMINAL
THE RAVEN FACED OFF AGAINST THE ARCANE
WONDERS OF TAARD!

THE MILITIA STAGING AREA

< COMMANDED BY THE ILL-FATED CAFTAIN
CAPTAIN BANE. SECRETLY A BEEXER FOR THE |
BUREAL OF BALANCE.
¢ WHERE THE COURAGEDUS MONK HURLEY
BROUGHT DUR HERDES BACK FROM THE BRINK
OF DEATH!

THE HAMMERHEAD
HEADQUARTERS

«F SITE DF THE TITANIC BATTLE WITH
THE FIENDISH HAMMERREAD BANG!

HURLEY'S GARAGE

€ WHERE HURLEY RECRUITED OUR ADVENTURERS
INTO THE PERILOUS SPORT OF BATTLEWABON RACING—
A RACE THEY HAD TO WIN TO DEFEAT THE RAVEN,
REVEALED AS HURLEY'S GREAT LOVE, SLOANE!

THE RACEWAY

7 SPEED AND MENACE COMBINED AS OUR INTREPID
TEAM Z00MED DUT ON THEIR RAMMAGON TO FIGHT
OFF BLODOTHIRSTY RIVALS!
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THE FINISH LINE

€ \/ITH ONE LAST CLEVER
SWITCHERDD. TAMKD WON THE RACE!

THE VINEY COLUMN OF DEATH

€ TRAED, MERLE. AND MAGNUS BATTLED
VALIANTLY AGAINGT SLOANE AND THE ALMDST
INSUTMOUNTABLE POWER OF THE NATURE-
CONTROLLING GAIA BASH!

o THE COURAGE OF KURLEY SAVED THE ASSES OF
QUR HERDES!

i
THE TREE OF

UNENDING LOVE

o THEIR POWERFUL LOVE FREED BLOANE
AND HURLEY FROM THE GRIF OF A ERAND
RELIC. AND HERE THEY FOUND THEIR
NOT-80-FINAL REST

THE MILITIA
HEADQUARTERS

€1 WHERE CAPFTAIN BANE REVEALED
HiS STUNNING BETRAYAL AND
SUFFERED A GRISLY DEMISE AT THE
HANDS OF A MYSTERIOUS RED ROBE

€ THE GAIA SASH RECOVERED
DUR BOYS HEADED BACK TO
THE BUREAU

TR
rrsior ¥
MLITANG
FYLON @®
FLOOR 28 L
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Chapter

1
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BUT, WHEN I LOOK DOWN
AT EVERSUMMER, ALL DECORATED
FOR CANDLENIGHTS, I GET
THIS FEELING OF—

LIKE THE ROOM IS
SPINNING AND YOU
WANT TO vaRTZ? /N

UNCLE TAAKO
HAS THE PERFECT
SOLUTION.

Race DWARE
class ELerIC
&fl.onﬂp(l-ltl;;'
= Horticulture
=5 unfamiliarit With
holldaus
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CANDLENIGHTS
IS HERE/! OUR FAVORITE

THING OF WHICH

WE SING
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e e X\ S0, I PUT — i -5
' PAN-THEISTIC, HUH?P & LPuT

I NEVER KNEW My - b ‘
CRUNCHY, HAIRY LITTLE SONGS ON THIS ‘
DEITY WAS THE REASON ﬁ&ﬂﬁguox e MT"E"-“W CASE
rane . - GIVING ME you METH'EA:EVmV
1 DON'T THIRC e« A A ranTasy WANTS TO, YOU KNOW,
it oo PRODUCE SOMETHING,
b - PUBLISH MY WORK.
; YOU CAN TELL THEM
TO HIT ME UP/

WELL, THAT'S
EMBARRASSING!
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THE IRRATIONALLY
ANGRY SENTIENT
WAD OF CHEWED

RAZC
CLASS FIBHTER

PROVIEESLIAES

CLASS RooUE
SPROBBILIGNCIER #
=¥ siicing and dicing
=» Homesty
=¥ weert flips
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DON'T UNDERSTAND |-
\ THE TRUE MESSAGE OF /
N\ CANDLENIGHTS. /
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TURN THAT q‘

[ UNGRATEFUL FROWN
UPSIDE DOWN,

INTRODUCING:
THE NITPICKER! THE
LATEST INNOVATION IN

SECURITY-
HOMUNCULY

THAT'S ONE
OF My TOP FIVE
FAVORITE KINDS

OF SHIELDS!

F*DOFSCRIPTIONS
poubles as a journal

* S§TATE &
Recount your past battles
trea] or i ry)as extra

GARFIELD. \,
THERE'S BEEN SOME
KIND OF TERRIBLE
AICSTAKE
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\ YOUVE N\
> GIVEN ME Yo
o0 103 GARBAGE, |

A GARFIELD,
=

i . -OR DID I GIVE
-. Z
Z i

¥YOU AN ENCHANTED
LOOFAH TO GO WITH

Enchanted Glampsite

FeTATES
provides accelerated rest,
ion, and recovery

WITH TAX AND
HOLIDAY PERSONAL
SHOPPING FEES, THAT
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I SUPPOSE I CAN
OPEN A LINE OF CREDIT

FOR THE THREE OF YOU,

SINCE YOU'RE SUCH

LOYAL CUSTOMERS. &

S\ CANDLENIGHTS!

GARFIELD, W&
PO NOT HAVE 3,600
GOLL PIECES.



https://oceanofpdf.com/

«.AND THEN

gE?MA Vi ngo,; VI ' M
VIAL
\ PROBABLY
- GONNA DIE,

RACE HUMAN ARENT IP
CLASS LAUNCH SPECIALIST
PFLOBICIENCITE®
=»Vectors
= Manugl propulsion §
> AWKward silences \j POSSIBLY.

AND S
THIS SHIELD MAGIC BRIAN...AND
GETS STRONGER I'VE ALREADY BIC BN
AS YOU TELL IT ABOUT | TOLD HiIM ABOUT
PAST BATTLES! IT'S 7 G'NASH, AND THE WEIRD
LIKE A MURDER } SHARK-LOOKIN' i —AND
DIARY! N RACERS P DON'T FORGET
JENKINS, SIR/
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HELL ARE YOU
) DOING HERE? /5

RACE HUMAN

CLASS DETECTIVE

#PEEMCIENE RN 4

=k cracking the case
=» solving the whodunit
=+Beingab iap&imnﬂu
ass while doing 1and 2

ANGUS WAS
BEGINNING TO BE
A BIT OF A THORN IN
CUR SIDES, TAKING ON
CASES FROM PECPLE
DOWN ON THE GROUND
THAT ALWAY'S SEEMED
TO LEAD BACK TO
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THERE'S
MY FUN-SIZE
SHERLOCK!

SO, I DONT
GET IT, DID YOU JUST
DROP OUT OF SCHOOL
OR SOMETHING?

NOW WHEN
¥OU GO OUT ON YOUR
MISSIONS, I CAN GIVE
ADVICE, FIGURE OUT
PUZZLES FOR YOU...

BASICALLY:
TELL YOU WHAT

4 I'M...
{ ALREADY WEARING
A BOW TIE, SIR...
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YEP, AND I KNEW

WE HAD SOME NUT
ALLERGIES, 50 I REPLACED
THE ALMOND FLOUR WITH

THAT SOUNDS
DISGUSTING/

WHY ISNT THIS
DISGUSTING?
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ME, AND NOW yOU CALL IN A
BLIND PANIC TALKING ABOUT
IMPENDING DISASTER?!

“RSiRsERR
T

o
RACE HUMAN
CLASS DIRELTOR.

s PR ERIEIANCIER R

i safe
= Ketping e Yori2

UNDERSTAND ME?!

AND WHERE

| IS YOUR MOTHER,
LUCAS?

HAVE
MAUREEN CALL ME

IMMEDIATELYY |
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AV, MOVE THE
BASE TO THESE
COORDINATES! WE'VE GOT
ANOTHER GRAND
RELIC FOUND!

JUST LIKE A
BAND-AID-PEDDLING CLERIC
TO DOUBT THE POWER OF
TRANSMUTATION.

SRTRIES

Transmutes any matter |
any other form of matter

¥OU AND

YOUR REGULATORS...
GRAB YOUR NULL SUITS.
AS SOON AS WE'RE IN
POSITION, ROLL OUT/

KILLIAN/

7

FARSPEECH ON, AND
I'LL‘EIE?IEF yOU AS
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KILLIAN,
I WANT YOUR
TEAM TO DETAIN
HIM AND EXTRACT
HiM FOR ABUSE
OF CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION.

STANDARD

i

|

‘I*':k-‘-iﬁl o
= =

_.

HE'S ONE OF
THE BUREAL'S
SCIENTIFIC

A MOVE FOR THE )

IF HE MAKES

AND WHY ARE
yOU PUTTING OUT
A VERY DISTINCTIVE
TOTAL DESTRUCTION
VIBE?

HE AND HIS
MOTHER, MAUREEN,
HAYE THEIR OWN LAB,
WHICH HOVERS OVER
THE STILLWATER SEA...
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IT APPEARS
THAT THE STONE
HAS KICKED OFF

A CATACLYSMIC

THE PHYSICAL
MATTER OF THE LAB
1S TRANSMUTING INTO
PINK TOURMALINE.

—AT WHICH
POINT THE CHAIN
REACTION WOULD

SPREAD AND TURN
THE ENTIRE PLANET

IF THE
TRANSFORMATION
ISN'T STOPPED, THE

LAB WILL CRASH
INTO THE SEA—

WELL,

THAT REALLY
WOULDN'T BE THE
END OF THE WORLD,
WOULD IT?
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WE'RE MOVING THE
BASE AT TOP SPEED.
YOU'LL BE FINE ONCE
WE'RE IN POSITION.

OH MAN!
I THINK I ATE TOO
MANY OF TAAKO'S

WHY IS
THIS LUCAS GUY
DOING THIS?
MAYBE

OF SOME KIND?P

LUCAS AND MALREEN
COME FROM A LONG LINEAGE
OF SOME OF THE GREATEST THE MILLERS

INVENTORS IN HISTORY. WORKED WITH ME TO

THE THINGS WE DO
IF IT WERENT FOR
THEIR SCIENTIFIC
INNOVATIONS.
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DESPITE MY
PERSONAL CONNECTION
TO LUCAS, YOUR MISSION

FALLS UNDER NORMAL
PARAMETERS:

RETRIEVE THE
GRAND RELIC. DON'T LET

«BUT IT KINDA
SOUNDS LIKE THE
BARN DOOR'S BEEN

SHUT BEHIND THAT
HORSE.

KILLIAN AND HER
SGUAD SUITED UP
AND DEPLOYED.

TALC GnOMe
CLASS ARTIFICER
srie®) ;llutll$;w

=» SUPFIYing Weapo
- SUpPINing Protective gRar
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I'M TELLING
YOU: I'M A COO
SUMMER.

INVENTIONS—WILL MAKE

¥YOU IMPERVIOUS TO THE

PHILOSOPHER'S STONE'S
TRANSMUTATIONAL

! THESE NULL SUITS—
: ANOTHER OF LUCAS’

UNFORTUNATELY,
TAAKD, THAT MEANS ANY |
OUTBOUND TRANSMUTATION |
SPELLS AREN'T GOING {
TO WORK.

FPDEBERIPT i ORME
Frotective
k‘v.1,i

& cancels magic effects

AGAIN, IF EVEN
A FINGERTIP WERE
EXPOSED, YOU RISK
CRYSTALLIZATION

AND DEATH.
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IN THE SECTIONS THAT

ARE ALREADY CRYSTALLIZED,
YOUR SUITS WILL BE THE ONLY
THING KEEPING YOU SAFE.
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THE BEST POINT OF
ENTRY FOR YOU Wct,léLYB-E

LARGE SKYLIGHT THAT
SHOULD GIVE YOU SAFE
ACCESS AWAY FROM THE
CRYSTAL INFESTATION.

A SKYLIGHT?
THAT SOUNDS LIKE
SOME PRETTY PRECISE
TARGETING, BOSS!

THE OLD GOLDFISH
 BOWLS OF DEATH.

FRESCRIPT I ON4

| enchanted transporiation

(TR P
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i' r
I'M GOING
TO; KIND OF...
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b SITTING IN THIS DEATH
{  80AT WITH US, SO WERE
OFF TO A GOOD START

STONE, STOP THE
CRYSTALLIZATION,
AND...PLEASE, IF



https://oceanofpdf.com/

I TAKE MY G.M.
DUTIES SERIOUSLY. IT'M

NOT GONNA LIE TO YOU, CLASS GAME MASTER,
FELLAS...YOU'RE HEADED SRR FICIN EITE S
\,  INTO SOME PRETTY 1 =+ World building
DICEY SHIT! B - Frovidi ;uuch-mdzd
1eveling
=+ Poorty timed entrances
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THE NEW ABILITY
BASICALLY LETS YOU
KNOW IF AN ENEMY
CAN KICK YOUR ASS/!

I DON'T NEED

l AN ABILITY TO TELL ME
Y My ASS IS UN-KICKABLE!
e
Fignter LevelL i \
C.ONST‘TUT'IOH ¥z, ALL THE TIME!
STRENGTH <1
WISDOM ~1
New ABILITY
Know Thi €nemy

TRANSMUTATION WIZARD
itavers
f INTELLIGENCE +1
GONNA DIG THAT DEXTERTTY «1
NEW ABILITY! IT \ NEW ABILITIES
ADDS SIGNIFICANT CLERIC LevelL B = Transmutation Mastery
aTTACK POWER 0 SR yiature pomain
CONSTITUTION =1
WISDOM +1
NEW ABILITIES
Strike Divine

ALREADY INSTANTLY
FORGOTTEN ABOUT IT/
THANKS G.M.1! f
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Chapter

%
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spELERIPT IO N

Localized
Levitation spell
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IAMREALLY B3
WEIRDED OUT/

HELL IS THIS?
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WE'RE WITH THE N

BUREALU. YOUR LAB'S
GETTING CRYSTAL KING
MIDASED, SO LUCRETIA
SENT US TO CLEAN
UP YOUR MESS.

SO MAYBE
YOU COULD START

BY EXPLAINING WHAT
THE HELL HAPPENED
HERE?

I'm
NOT THE ONE
CONTROLLING
THE STONE.
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&

¢ [\
.

WE WERE ON THE -
VERGE OF A SCIENTIFIC ¢
BREAKTHROUGH, :

AND YES..

BUT I

SWEAR, I DIDN'T

DO THIS TO My
LaB/!

~AND IT
KNOWS HOw
TO USE IT!

SO IF
IT'S NOT YOU, BUT I

THEN WHO— CAN GUESS
. THEIR FAVORITE
COLOR...
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STAY PUT,
DR. MILLER.

THE SUSPENSION
CORES KEEPING THE LAB ALOFT
ARE NOT GONNA BE ABLE TO
COMPENSATE IF THE ENTIRE

HOUR BEFORE WE 4 .
CRASH INTO THE ALONG WITH EVERYONE
STILLWATER Al ! ON IT=GETS TRANSMUTED
SEA... INTO TOURMALINE.
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TEARING ITSELF
IN TWAIN SO...
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ENGAGE IN COMBAT
PERHAPS
WITH AN UNKNOWN 045l 5 piscuiss A

ASSAILANT! | ANDFUL OF BATTLE

STRATEGEMS I'VE

WE
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GOLEM MADE I
OF LIVING GEMSTONES... = #°
ALSO POSSESSED BY Ll
A SPIRIT?

KINDA FEELS
LIKE A HAT ON A HAT,
BUT, YOU KNOW...
DO YOUR THING.

RACE CRUSTAL I GUEss?
CLASS MAN, I DONTKNEW?
NCVER SELN ONG of THESG

BEFORE.

T EIENGIEEY

T PRO § I::"'-
= 17 guessing i pretty [
sturdy,

A wwd ewarm dfnn
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FOR DIVINE...YyOU
KNOW...BOMBS
. OR SOMETHING? /£

WOULD BE A GOOD
TIME FOR SOME HELP
FROM ON HIGH?!
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HOLY
SHIT! DID YOU

#PIFELIPT I

. ;

WANT TO DOP (.15 RUNNING

&

" ( (¢ d . ;':‘ /
A, < 1‘

;‘ A
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YEAH,
THAT WAS US.

THERE WAS
A BIG CRYSTAL
ER AND WE
LURED IT INTO A
TRAP WE SET.

'éi:
COULD

WE DISCUSS My R )
FASHION CHOICES >
[ =
F

My INSTRUMENTS
HAVE GONE NUTS/!
ALL I COULD HEAR WAS
CRUMBLING AND
CRACKING—

WE..UH...
PRETENDED WE
WERE RUNNING

AwWAY S

AND THE
DINGUS FELL FOR
IT, WE TOTALLY
KILLED HIM.
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CRY'STAL MONSTER?
THAT'S NOT POSSIBLE/
ALL THIS TRANSMUTED

MATTER IS COMPLETELY

MAYBE GET YOUR
MOM ON THE LINE?

WOwW,
WHAT A SUPER
HELPFUL SCIENTIFIC
OBSERVATION/

MAYBE
SHE'D HAVE, LIKE,
USEFUL FOR US.

WHEN WE
CATCH UP WITH
THAT LITTLE SHIT,
PLEASE REMIND
ME TO WEDGIE
HIM IN AdLE.
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n'w'MT m
i or g
e

Cowowart ||

ABOOOOOARD
THE FREE-WILL
PR
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PLEASE
SELECT A

DIFFICULTY
N\ LEVEL:

-
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./ Lz
<
&ﬁ 3

i

SCAN

THREE OF ¥OU ARE |

NOT CHILDREN/

[ weRrE GONNA NEED
| A LITTLE SUPPORT
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2 ANGUS
HERE, SIRS/!

NOW IS THE
TIME WHERE THE

MONTHS OF TRAINING
FINALLY PAY OFF/
THIS...IS ANGUS

AND T AM
READY! WITH ALL
My REFERENCE
BOOKS AT ARM'S

4

M

-

< o =
| [&%i !*'_" ' N FOR Thie OPPORTUNITY
#ﬁ?‘, 51 o -f* ([L TO LEND YOU MY AID/

PLEASE, FIRE AWAY!

NEXT
CATEGORY:
SPELLING/

\ ( comMUNICATION IS A
VIOLATION OF TESTING

ALL
COMMLUNICATION
CHANNELS HAVE
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WE'RE ALL
AGREED THAT
THIS IS ANGUS’

FALULT, RIGHT?
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LET'S THINK
ABOUT THIS. MERLE,
DO YOU KNOW ANY...
LIKE, SUPER HARD
MATH PROBLEMS? /

I THINK AFTER
THREE-AND-A-HALF
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ROBOT HE'LL BURN
THIS THING DOWN
WITH YOU IN IT. .
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/7\ } £
|| ‘J
I DO NOT.. IDONOTUNDERSTAND
aaiata IDONOTUNDERSTAN

| -

| by

REMEMBER?
20M" GOES \GIC JELLYFISH WHO
ERASES INFORMATION?
SOMETHING TELLS ME OL’
AND BUDDY BOT HERE WASNT
I " THE AR
; DY NAMITE.
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7 ILIKE

TO COLLECT
MEMENTOS OF
My KILLSS
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Chapter

’
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;i")

THEN WHY
DIDN'T SHE SIGN
HER WHOLE

T’ AN
INITIAL! INITIALS ARE
HOW BADASSES SIGN

THEIR NAMES!
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STATE YOUR -

INTENTIONS, ARE Y'ALL

MECHANICAL  Jor IN NEED OF
MENACE! ASSISTANCE?

CLASS MEDIC

spROFICIENEIERY
= Checkups
Sfreatment
S3ling

Y'ALL MET
HODGE-PODGE!
I GET IT NOW!

ADMINISTRATORS
AND GUESTS AT
THIS FACILITY/

/ I RAISED A
STINK ABOUT HIS

E,
FOR CERTAIN. WHAT'S
YOUR DEALP
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MERLE
HERE IS IN
RETTY BAD

DESIGNED THIS
NEEDLE TC BE USED
IN ANY ENVIRONMENT,
INCLUDING A VACULM.
IT CAN DELIVER AN
INJECTION WITHOUT
COMPROMISING YOUR
SUIT'S INTEGRITY. d
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7 nok 2 o0\
UNDERSTAND \ |
HODGE-PODGE CAUSED

THESE INJURIES...HE
USUALLY GOES

JETS.

WITH THE FLAME

Cor W T

(2
(e /  youR o

Gl e
BUILT ALL OF US
WITH A SPECIAL
NULL COATING.
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I HAVE A
GUESTION: IF LUCAS

= . WHY DOES HE
] NEED A SIGN TELLING
HIM WHERE HIS —
ROOM 157

*OEECRIPTION +

/| msion spes giving caster ||
| apredrance of someone or

something, alse

s
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BUT DR. MILLER, T
UNDER PROTOCOL— MY ROOM'S
WOULD YOu ALSO COVERED IN
MIND STAYING SCIENTIST GOO! = _aN
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FIND SOMETHING
THAT'LL TELL US
WHAT THE SHIT IS

THERE'S A BUNCH
OF TEENY -TINY CHUNKS
OF GEMSTONES,
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r BUD, I

MNEED YOU TO PICK
THIS LOCK, AND OF
COURSE, YOU ARE
FREE TO BE AS
CRITICAL OF US

AS YOU

‘.lpslﬂltifﬂ'!“ .
= gupert gt lock-picking]

rudel
RSN e
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ALL RIGHT/ THAN
LOCK OPENED! My FRIEND.
¥YOU CRETINS GOT WHOSE NAME
ANYTHING ELSE

I STILL DONT

YOU NEED— KNOW?
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WHAT'S \
UP WITH THE /
COMPACT, BOYS? [T
A TOUCHING UP YOLR y
.. FOUNDATION? /[ //

ME THE MILLERS ARENT | :
YOUR RUN-OF-THE-MILL, | - ~
S ‘N’ BEAKERS J ¢
SCIENTISTS.

AL
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HE JUST WALKED
PAST YOU! SHEESH/
¥OU REALLY NEED TO PAY
MORE ATTENTION TO
YOUR SURROUNDINGS,
NOELLES

A7 A FAMILY OF
44 BUGBEARS FITTED WITH
INTELLECT-ENHANCING



https://oceanofpdf.com/

THEIR YOUNGEST,
G'NASH—HIS CHIP WENT
ON THE FRITZ. HE TOOK

OFF IN THE NIGHT. d

HEY,
NOELLE! YOU'VE 60T
LOADS OF FRIENDS

LEFT SOON AFTER.

THE MILLERS NEVER

HEARD FROM THEM
AGAIN.
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THAT PINK
SHIT GETS TO
EVERYTHING!/!

HIS GRUFFNESS WAS
JUST A FACADE.

LOCAL CHARITIES.
VOLUNTEERED ON
THE WEEKENDS.

HE WAS A DEVOTED
FATHER TO FORTY-ONE
KIDS. HE WAS SUPPOSED TO
TAKE THEM ALL CAMPING

STiLL...
PRETTY STUPID

STANDING UNDER THE | [© )/  STOOD NEAR THE
ONE. d VENT TO BLOW THE

DO YOU THINK
KILLIAN AND CAREY
ARE 7
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I TOLD yOu!
I KNEW THAT'S
WHAT HE WAS

WAS ALWAY'S HIS
OWN WORST
ENEMY.
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{ ALL YOU
HAVE TO DO IS
TOUCH HIM...
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HAVE FAITH THATI
WILL PROTECT AND

SUSTAIN yOU?
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THIS IS
GONNA BE
EASIER THAN
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Chapter

4
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COME ON, \
Y'ALL! THE MED BAY
IS RIGHT UP THERE/

1\ THINKING?! WHY DID

YOU TOUCH IT?
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REALIZE WE'RE
MAYBE AN HOUR
FROM THE E:g OF

RACE HUMAN
CLASS SUPER-GENIUS

PR OFICIENCIERY

<) OffAhe-Cnarts i \ 3 .
@ = ignoring P -
5%"'°+ Nerd

YMEDB

THIS HAS
THE SHITTIEST MISSION
EVER! WE ARE TWO



https://oceanofpdf.com/



https://oceanofpdf.com/

GET THESE SUPPLIES

RIGHT NOW! AS QUICK £
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F How I WAS HOPING
ARE YOU AT YOU COULD SAVE OUR

WI.LTIT&SK;NG, FRIEND'S LIFE WW/ILE

|\ GO/NG ON NERE.

s

STARTING
WITH THAT GNARLY
HEAD WOUND,

NO. I SWEAR TO
OUT OF \ YOU, T HAD NO IDEA
NOWHERE, ONE WHAT THAT THING
OF MY ROBOTS WAS UNTIL YOU ALL
ATTACKED ME! A ROBOT?
. NOT A WEIRD
CRYSTALLIZED
GOLEM-THING?P
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WHEN I
WENT TO RETURN
BELOW DECK, THE
CRYSTALLIZATION

HAD ALREADY

BEGUN.

WHAT'S
WITH THAT WEIRD,
MAGICAL COMPACT
MIRROR THING WE
FOUND IN YOUR
rOOM?

AND WHY DCES
NOELLE HERE HAVE,
LIKE, EMOTIONS
AND STUFF?!

EVEM IF
THAT WERE TRUE-
WHAT WERE YOU
DOING WITH THE
PHILOSOPHER'S

WHERE IS IT
NOow?
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IT'S STARTING TO
LOCK LIKE THEY'RE NOT
GOING TO HAVE ENOUGH

TIME TO PREVENT THE
EO0.TWAWK.LS
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THIS IS A
SOULWOOD PLANT.
IT'S A PSYCHICALLY

ATTUNED PLANT THAT
ALTERS ITS BIOLOGY
BASED ON THE WHIMS
OF OTHER LIVING

IT ONLY WORKS
WHEN THERE'S A...
RESONANCE BETWEEN
THE PLANT AND THE
CREATURE. AND FROM
WHAT I UNDERSTAND,
PLANTS ARE KIND OF
YOUR...SPECIALTY?

LITTLE BIT JEALOUS
OF MERLE'S SWEET
NEW TREE ARM.

ADVENTURE, I'LL CHOP
YOUR ARM OFF ON
THE WAy HOME.
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S0, MERLE,
¥YOU NOW HAVE
A PERMANENT WE NEED
DISADVANTAGE ON TO MAKE A BRIEF

DETOUR BEFORE
WE GO AFTER

SLEIGHT OF HAND
ROLLS...

[ WHAT KIND OF
¢ EXPERIMENT ARE

THIS LAB CRYSTALLIZES,

THE MORE STRAIN THAT
WEIGHT PUTS ON

THE ENGINES.

CHANNEL THE ENERGY
INTO THE ENGINES.

WE NEED

TO REROUTE POWER
FROM ALL NONESSENTIAL
EGUIPMENT INTO KEEPING
THIS LAB IN THE AIR.

THAT'LL BUY
US ENOUGH TIME TO
HEAD BELOW DECK
f, AND RECOVER THE
\ STONE.

OR IS IT JUST
IAN'S?
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FIGHTING THE
TARDIGRADES.

YOU CANT
GO ON LIKE THAT/
WHAT IF YOU GOT
SOME CRYSTALS IN
THERE?P 'FGERFMI“S SUPER

KKILLIAN,
UNLESS LUCAS
HAS A SOULWOOD
HEAD LYING AROUND;
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wou
MIND PUTTING SOME
DISTANCE BETWEEN ME
AND THIS GRAND RELIC

THIS PRINTOUT
WILL GUIDE ¥OU TO AN

I'D LIKE TO SEE
THIS ONE THROUGH.
THERE'S SOMET
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GET THESE
GUYS TO THE
FINISH LINE...

AND, CAREY... ]
AT THE FIRST ‘-1
SIGN OF ANYTHING
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BEFORE I CAN
SAFEL:' SHUT 1;15
COPE DOWN,

£ v o cer 1T RN GET INTO SOME PRETTY
I HEAVY CONCEPTS THAT

; WiLL PROBABLY BLOW

YOUR WHOLE MIND AND

RESHAPE THE WAY yOU
THINK ABOUT EXISTENCE

AND STUFF...

MUCH OF
MY MOTHER'S
SCIENTIFIC PURSUITS y THAT EXISTS, THERE IS
WERE FOCUSED AROUND \ ALwWAYS A BIGGER THING
THE CONCEPTS OF \ THAT CONTAINS IT.
TAXONOMY AND /

HIERARCHY...

SOESERIPTION *

MULTIPLANAR OBSERVATORY

“JTATES
can pierce the veil
between realities

COSMOSCO
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BUT MORE
IMPORTANTLY,

SO ARE THE

{0\ MMUTABLE RULES OF
EVERYTHING WE \ THIS UNIVERSE.

KNOW, EVERY PLACE :
WE'VE EVER BEEN‘E’S 2 5 THINGS LIKE

GRAVITY, THERMODY NAMICS,
ARCANE INTERACTIONS...ALL
THE MATTER AND ENERGY

AND LAWS THAT GOVERN
HEM!
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THERE'S THE
SIX BUILDING
BLOCK PLAMES:
FIRE, WATER, AIR,

H; SHADOW,

EART 4
AND LIGHT.

THEN, THERE'S
THE OUTER DOMAINS:
THE CELESTIAL PLANE,

WHERE THE ENTITIES

EACH OF THESE
MIRRORS REPRESENTS
ONE OF TWELVE PLANES OF
EXISTENCE, EACH WITH THEIR
OWN UNIGUE PROPERTIES
AND ENERGIES...

AND AT THE

OPPOSITE END, ITS
COUNTERPART, THE
PLANE OF THOUGHT,
THE DOMAIN OF LOGIC
AND REASOM.

THE RAW
ENERGIES OF THE
REST OF THE PLANES ARE
FILTERED INTO OUR
PRIME MATERIAL
PLANE...
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P’I!:'ON"F

SEE THE MEAT
PLANE, OR THE
DAIRY PLANE, OR
THE PLAMNE OF

I COUNT
( ELEVEN PLANES HERE- |
| WHAT HAPPENED TO [

COSMOLOGY OF
ALL EXISTENCE,

BUT THE
SMALLEST DEFICIENCY,
THE SLIGHTEST CRACK UPON
THEIR SURFACE, AND THE

WHEN GROWN INTO

CIRCLES, SHARE A
RESONANCE WITH THE
TWELVE PLANES OF
OUR SYSTEM.

LONG WAY OF
SAYING:

THESE "MIRRORS"
ALLOW ONE TO GLIMPSE
INTO THEIR RESPECTIVE

THE MIRROR INTO
THE ASTRAL PLANE,
THE DWELLING PLACE
OF DEPARTED
SOULS...
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MY GREAT-GREAT-
GRANDFATHER FOUND
ONE D;&HDSE UNIGUE EXACT
GEM MATIONS...A USED
PERFECT EMERALD DISC HE uSEo T 10 sec
THAT HAD GROWN LIKE  THBUGHE.
THAT NATURALLY. -G

HAS KIND OF USED
g OF ; GAIN

INSPIRATION FOR
OUR INVENTIONS

HERE ON THE PRIME
MATERIAL PLAME.

..BY
PLAGIARIZING P/

SURE THAT FALLS
WITHIN YOUR
JURISDICTION.



https://oceanofpdf.com/

THE COSMOSCOPE,
WAS THE PINNACLE
ACHIEVEMENT OF My
MOTHER, DR. MAUREEN
MILLER.

THIS IS ALL
VERY FASCINATING,
LUCAS. TAMPERING
WITH THE FORCES

OF REALITY?
INTERSTELLAR
PLAGIARISM?

BUT
s T IS GETTING

LATE, SO T'LL
SKIP TO THE
CHASE:

MY MOTHER
FINISHED HER
LIFE'S WORK.

SHE WAS AN
ASTROPHYSICIST
WHO DEDICATED HER
LIFE TO STUDYING
NOT ONLY OUR
PLANARVERSE, BUT THE
THEORETICAL REALITIES

YOUR MOM USED
THE PHILOSOPHER'S
STONE TO TRANSMUTE
THESE GEMSTONE MIRRORS,
BUT BEFORE SHE COULD FINISH
HER SCIENCE PROJECT, SHE
FELL PREY TO ITS THRALL,
LOST CONTROL,

REALITIES
THAT ONE MIGHT
VIEW USING A
COMPLETE SET OF
PLANAR MIRRORS,
ALL ARRANGED
IN—

SHE COMPLETED
THE COSMOSCOPE.
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BUT..DURING
PRELIMINARY

SHE FOUND THE
ORIENTATION THAT SHE
BELIEVED WOULD ALLOW
HER TO GLIMPSE INTO
PARALLEL REALITIES.

AND WHAT THE
HELL €OULD ANY
OF YDU pOSSIBLY
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LISTEN, BUB.

I APPRECIATE YOU
KEEPING US FROM
DOWNING A TALLBOY
OF POISON BACK
IN GOLDCLIFF—

WHEN
DID THAT
HAPPEN?

KEEP UP.
THEREIN LIES

THE DILEMMA,
TAAKD.

EXACTLY WHAT
I WANT.

SO, WHAT IS1T
THIS TIME? COME
TO TALK SOME MORE
BULLSHIT ABOUT
OUR EMPLOYER?

FORTUNATELY,
THIS INFERNAL
MACHINE SERVES AS
A CONVENIENT...

~WISUAL AID.

GOT A CRYPTIC
REMINDER ABOUT THE
SELF-DESTROYING
GREED AT THE HEART
OF ALL MANKIND?

Do You
REGUIRE A
REMINDER?

BECAUSE I
BELIEVE THE PLIGHT
OF OUR ANGUISHED

SCIENTIST

SHOULD SERVE
SUFFICIENTLY.

DONT
THINK IT'S TIME FOR
¥OU TO COME OUT AND
JUST TELL US WHAT
YOU WANT, EXACTLY'?
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A DAY IS
COMING WHERE YOU
WILL STAND BEFORE

AN ENTITY OF...

«LUNIMAGINABLE
AVARICE.

~SEEKING TO

CONSUME THE

SOURCE OF ALL
CREATION...

BILLIONS AND
BILLIONS OF LIVES
THAT STAND IN
ITS PATH.
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OMNCE IT REACHES
THIS PLANE, THERE WILL
BE NO MORE RUNNING.
THERE WILL BE
NO ESCAPE.

S0 THAT’'S IT?
YOUR WHOLE
REASON FOR ALL
THIS WAS TO FREEZE
OUR FRIENDS, SHOW
US THE HORRIFYING
DESTRUCTION
OF MULTIPLE
REALITIES...

«AND TO
TELL US THERE
ARE THINGS
YOU'RE #OT
GOING TO
TELL US?P

wI WILL
REGUIRE YOUR
TRUST.

N,
MAGNUS.
THERE ARE
THINGS I CaN'T
TELL yOU.

BUT SURELY;
SOME PART OF
YOU UNDERSTANDS
WHAT'S AT STAKE...
AND WHAT'S ALREADY
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CONTINUE TO FIGHT
FOR EACH OTHER.

IT"S WHY
TAAKO FELT DRAWN
TO CREATE HIS UMBRA
STAFF!

SKELETON THAT
SHARED YOUR
WEIRD PENCHANT
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I'VE REROUTED N\ NOW!
POWER FROM THE TR
4 TOTHE || ;
SUPPOSED TO BE...OU
)% KNOW, MATHEMATICAL
Y AND PRECISE?

OSMCSCOPE
MAIN THRUSTERS. /|

T A hoae
AREN'T R

WELP,
BETTER THAN
WE WERE A FEW
MINUTES AGO.

7/ WERE TALKIN' A
COUNTERING THE WEIGHT
DIFFERENTIAL OF MAGIC
CRYSTALS, TAAKO. AIN'T
NOTHING MATHEMATICAL
ABOUT
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I'M GONNA
ASK YOU THIS
ONE TIME, AND THEN
THINGS ARE GOING
TO GET POINTY.

WHERE IS THE
PHILOSOPHER'S

THEN LET'S
GET MOVING.
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, I

MEAN
COULD THINK OF IT WOULD
ZEN REASONS

A = 4
OFF APPEAR S0. IF
T HAD THE CHANCE
TO THOROUGHLY
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EXHIBIT A
IT IS SPOOKY,
AND IT SCARES ME
VERY MUCH, JUST LIKE f
A GHOST WOULD. i

FOR SPECTRAL ENERGY o=
SIGNATURES.

EXHIBIT B: IT'S
A WEIRD LITTLE BALL
OF LIGHT THAT CAN
POSSESS INANIMATE
OBJECTS. NOW THATS
WHAT I CALL
GHOSTS.

.,,,,..'

TN-KING GHDSTS
POLTERGEISTS...
I'M PICKING UP

HINTS OF...
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THIS IS UPSY,
YOUR LIFTING

WELL, THIS
CONFIRMS IT.
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\ T HAVE STRICT
HEY! INSTRUCTIONS TO STOP
TIMING? S\ HIM FROM HANDLING

€ouLD
YOU WAIT UNTIL
AFTER HE HELPS
US BEAT THE
BIG CRYSTAL
WHATEVER-
IT-152

I'LL DO MINE, WHICH
IS KEEPING CREEPS
FROM DESTROYING

THE FUCKING
WORLD/

SLAP THESE
CUFFS ON HIMm,
EXTRALT HIM, AND
PROBABLY LOCK HiM
IN JAIL FOREVER/
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IAm
I'M RETHINKING... ABSOLUTELY...
My POSITION... GOING TO MURDER
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WHY DONT YOU JUST..GO
BACK IN YOUR RIFT...UNTIL
WE'RE ABLE TO DEFEND
OURSELVES?

SDESCRIPTION &
Ledger of Life
and death
+ ETATS +
WHAT THE
SHIT?! IT'S THE...
PAN IMITATOR...
FROM BEFORE/!

TECHNICALLY
SPEAKING, I' NOT THE
ONE WHO.."DIS-ARMED"
YOU. I'M JUST MAKING
USE OF THE MATERIALS

A..GOOD POINT.ME
DIDN'T...DEPRIVE ME

«YOU'RE ON ¢
A ONE-WAY TRIP
TO THE ASTRAL
PLANE!
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y MR. GOLEM...
I FEEL LIKE YOU..HAVE ~
MISTAKEN US..FOR  J

I'M DYING
FOR SOME
CREATIVITY.

BRINGING HARM
TO INNOCENTS ISN'T
PART OF THE JOB
DESCRIPTION.

NATURAL ORDER OF
LIFE AND DEATH.

PROTOCOL
SAYS TO DEAL
WITH THE MOST
DANGEROUS
BOUNTY FIRST...
AND THAT 15..
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&,
28
mm
Hm
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THE ENERGY |
\ | SIGNATURE—

U7 rFinay:
ROLL FOR
b\ INITIATIVE!
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KINDA TEAM-UP LASER
KNIFE MANEUVER...
i)

OF DARKNESS" AND
SHOUT OUT SOMETHING K
€OOL LIKE:

I DON'T KNOW !
WHO YOU ARE,

BUT I'M ABOUT
TO TENTACLE
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=¥0OU KNOW,

LIKE FUEKING
ADU

gl TOGETHER TO SAVE
A\ THE WORLD?
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«IF I HELP
YOU WITH THIS
IMMEDIATE CRISIS,

LL ¥OU COME
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F I THINK THE

SOULWOOD STUFF
IS GOING TO

? MERLE,
ARE YOU GOING
TO TAKE THE CRYSTAL |
ARM WITH YOU?P AS, | =
LIKE, A MEMENTD [
OR SOMETHING?

-
WELCOME, KIDS!

I'M MISTER UPSY,
YOUR LIFTING

FRIEND! WELCOME
TO My BELLY! 4

WHAT'S
YOUR BEEF WITH
THE NERD?
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HE IS NOT/
HE'S ONE OF THE
MOST RESPECTED
RESEARCH SCIENTISTS

FANS OF THAT

THAT MIGHT YRR S0

BE HIS DAY JOB,
BUT HE'S ALSO BEEN
DIPPING HIS TOE IN THE
NECROMANCY POOL...

AND WHERE

i HE'S DEATH... |
\ THE GRIM REAPER/

i



https://oceanofpdf.com/

I'M A BOUNTY
HUNTER FOR GUEEN
MORIOR, THE GODDESS OF
THE NATURAL ORDER OF
LIFE AND DEATH.

ESCAPE THE STCCKADE, OR
ANYONE SEEKING TO DISRUPT
THE BARRIERS BETWEEN LIFE

AND DEATH...IT'S My JOB TO FIND |

THEM, AND PUNISH THEM.

B  LABORATORY IS A
VERITABLE PIRATA OF
i PUNISHMENT! /

THE SOULS WHO...
TAKE UMBRAGE WITH
THAT ARRANGEMENT

ARE SENTENCED

TO RESIDE IN THE

BUT.WHAT DID W\
THE THREE OF US
DO WRONG?
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UP WITH GUEEN
MORIOR.

&

g, MANUFACTURING
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: I HAVEN'T BEEN HERE IN g
A LONG TIME, BUT I'M PURTY
SURE THAT TUNMEL THERE IS
CONNECTED TO THE MAIN
EXPERIMENTATION
CENTER.
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COUPLE OF
TWISTS AND TURNS
WE HAVE TO MAKE,
BUT NOTHING TOO

S Hi

(‘-ggo,qd.r\’m-’;"'— !
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THIS IS GOING TO Y |
BE GUITE ZE DELIGHTFUL J

I'D SMELL YA
LATER!
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TAAKD,

YOU BETRAYED OUR
BUDDING RELATIONSHIP
BY KILLING ME VITH
MAGIC MISSILES!

VE HAD A GOCD
THING GOING!

AND YOU!
YOU BURIED AN
AXE IN My CHEST/
I WILL HAVE

I REAL|
REMEMBER THAT.
IT'S NOT EVEN ON

MY SHIELD...

BEING SUCH A
10 BOTANY ENTHUSIAST,
MERLE, I ASSUMED
A

. 1] YOUVE BEEN TENDING
K TO MY GARDEN SINCE

PSSSST/!
HEY, MERLE/

HE'S NOT
My EX!! HE'S A
VIRGC! ARE YOU

INSANE?P

SORRY, CAN

N/ YOU HANDLE THIS?
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N/ CLERICS WHO HAVEN'T

BEEN ABANDONED BY
THEIR DEITY, SURE.
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BELIEVE ME,
I'M JUST AS
SURPRISED AS

I'LL TAKE IT
A FROM HERE.

’ -~ THOSE WERE
THE SOULS OF YOUR
FORMER ARCHNEMESES?
INSIDE OF ROBOTS?

CALLING JENKINS
AN "ARCHNEMESIS” IS
GIVING HIM WAY TOO _
MUCH CREDIT, BUT THAT'S
THE LONG AND 4
SHORT OF IT.
TACL SKEETONID B
CLRST RLARER,
sPlabitiumeiige

L vad thind impressions. [
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SOUNDS LIKE
KRAVITZ WASNT
KIPDING ABOUT THE
WHOLE *LUCAS 1S A
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CLASS CIDERIST
+PRCFICIEHCLES
= Apme Pressing,
< 2tem and seed
removal

B “adorable donkey

MAN CAME
RUSHING DOWNSTAIRS,
AT EVERYONE!

W YELLING

¥OU ALL NEED
TO HIDE IN THE
STOCKROOM!
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V BUT WHAT
MATTERS NOW,
NOELLE, IS YOU'RE

AN THAT INN,
I THOUGHT

THE
WORLD WAS ENDING.
I THOUGHT My
WHOLE FAMILY
WAS GONE.
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LOOK AT US/ SEVEN
BRAVE COMPANIONS!
ONCE AGAIN CHARGING
INTO CERTAIN DEATH TO

RECOVER ANOTHER.. /4

THING/S

WE SHALL BE
KNOWN AS.."THE
FELLOWSHIP OF

THE THING"!

THERE'S
| sixOFuS..

YEAH, I
WAS GONNA SAY
SOMETHING HOKEY
LIKE "DEATH IS
OUR CONSTANT
COMPANION"...

«~BUT THAT'S
PROBABLY NOT
POSSIBLE...

I'D SAY WHERE
YOl THREE ARE
CONCERNED...
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COH, CHECKING IS THERE AN
OUT My PROFILE? ABOUT THE AUTHOR I'M AFRAID T
Dorl'::"T &UEDéEmTHgoga SECTION? vwgg GOT DIDNT WRITE THE
ME AT A BIT OF AN L £
INFORMATIONAL g Sl
DISADVANTAGE.

THOUGH, I SUPPOSE
I'M RESPONSIBLE FOR
KEEPING IT UP TO DATE,

WITH THE
AS IT WERE. REAPING,

YES.

OH,
WITH ALL THE
REAPING?

|
AL, SR

THE FLOATING, AORINES. IT's 6OT
HAUNTED ANTIOXIDANTS
FOR DAYS.

THIS?
PLEASE. I EAT
APOCALY PSES
LIKE THIS FOR

BREAKFAST.

T'M MORE OF
Ll AN OATMEAL GUY.

SORRY,
KRAVITZ. LOOKS
LIKE IT WASNT
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=,

MVYA%|1* N

-

¥ = EXPERIMENTALYY

LEANS INTO THE

'GIANT CRYSTAL |1 |
MIRROR* MOTIF. .

wHar was \(fI X

HE TRYING— | /g
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DIRECTOR EARLIER,
I TOLD HER I FOUND
\ THE PHILOSOPHER'S
STONE A COUPLE

\ WEEKS AGO..
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MY MOTHER WAS
ON THE VERGE OF A
SCIENTIFIC BREAKTHROUGH,
THE LIKES OF WHICH THIS
PLANARVERSE HAS
NEVER SEEN/

You
FORGOT TO
WATER IT.

UPON INITIAL
OBSERVATION, IT WOULD
APPEAR THE SPECIMEN IS
RAPIDLY LOSING RIGIDITY,
LIKELY AS A RESULT OF

DETERIORATED HYDROSTATIC
PRESSURE. I FORGOT

TO WATER IT.

M
RACE HUMAN
CLABS VISIONARY
SPLBTICIEWLIFE Y
«+scitntific breakthroughs 1
+ Multiversal piongering |
< Singit pareting
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I WARNED YOU,
MOTHER, BOTANY IS

NOT A DISCIPLINE ¥YOU CAN
IN WHICH= . FORGIVE ME FOR

BEING S
LUCAS, YOU DISTRACTED BY...
DONT NEED

AN ADVANCED
DEGREE TO WATER
A PLANT. /

WHAT'S THE
RESONANCE LEVEL
ON THE PLANE OF

MOMENTS BEFORE WE
PIERCE THE BARRIER
BETWEEN REALITIES.
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BEGINNING
CATALYTIC
ORIENTATION
SEGUENCE.

Ll TODAY IS GOING
TO CHANGE THE
. WORLD.

COSMOSCOPE
DOWN, LUCAS.

IT'S GOING TO
CHANGE OUR VIEW
OF REALITY AS
WE KNOW IT.

I AM UNDER NO
ILLUSIONS THAT IT IS
EVEN REMOTELY A
SAFE ENDEAVOR.

COSMOSCOPE
LOCKDOWN
INITIATED.
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YOU TAKE N\
THAT STONE

A
4 e
/ TO LUCRETIA vou ‘
’ 5 APOLOGIZE.

ik i
|
o = ]
-

IF SOMETHING
SHOULD GO WRONG

I e /
DEHERS Tom yOU SEE IT

DESTROYED.
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OUR CALCULATIONS
WERE PERFECT. THE
COSMOSCOPE PARTED
THE VEIL BETWEEN
REALITIES, AND MY MOM
PEEKED THROUGH.

HER LIFE SEARCHING
LI IN AND IN THE
FOR THE ANSWER TO MOMENT SHE FOUND
SHE EXPERIENCED A SINGLE GUESTION: HER ANSWER, SHE
A SUDDEN INTRACRANIAL WHAT WORLDS LIE WAS KILLED.
HEMORRHAGE. BEYOND OUR OWN?

‘\

SO I DECIDED TO DO

SOMETHING ABOUT IT.
\
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I'M NOT A
BRILLIANT PHYSICIST
LIKE My MOTHER. BUT

I KNOW A THING OR
TWO ABOUT ROBOTS.

AND GIVING IT AGENCY
OVER A ROBOTIC BODY.

YOU MUST
UNDERSTAND, THERE
WERE NO TEXTS TO AID
ME IN THIS ENDEAVOR.

S0, AFTER I FINISHED
My WORK ON THE SIPHON,
I TESTED IT..

¢l
+DESCRIPTION =
SPOOKY Ghost
Funnel
= CTATS +
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I LOOKED INTO THE

o

¥'ES, NOELLE.
= ' ¥YOURS WAS THE FIRST
) <4 SPIRIT I FOUND WHEN
~—

PLACED
YOUR SPIRIT IN
ONE OF MY EARLIEST
MODELS...A MEDICAL

FOR DRAGGING
YOU INTO THIS.

FINALLY; THIS
MORNING...T
FOUND HER.
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A
LUCAS!

WHERE...IS...

\ THE RELIC?/

HEN I
RETURNED TO THE
MANUFACTURING
FLOOR, I FOUND

HER LIKE THIS.

SEALED INSIDE A
SHARD OF PINK
TOURMALINE. HOLDING
THE SIPHON AND THE
PHILOSOPHER'S STOME.
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I WAS AFRAID
YOU'D HURT My
MOTHER! OR YOU'D
PUT HER BACK IN
THE ASTRAL PLANE
AND I'D LOSE
HER AGAIN...

LUCAS...
WOULD YOUR
MOTHER EVER
STRIKE YOU?P
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DONT BEAT
YOURSELF UP,
MY DUDE/

¥OU WERE
OBVIOUSLY
UNDER THE THRALL
OF THE RELIC/

IF YOU THINK,

FOR ONE SECOND, THAT
I'M GOING TO ALLOW
YOU TO CONTINUE YOUR
DALLIANCES WITH THE
FORCES OF LIFE AND
DEATH, YOU'RE SORELY
MISTAKEN.

WE COULD

EVERYBODY HAS THE REALLY USE YOUR
UNSHAKABLE WiLL HELP IN STAVING

AND PERFECT MENTAL OFF GLOBAL
CLARITY REQUIRED ANNIHILATION.

YOU WANNA
UN-FUCK THIS
PUPPY OR

ABOUT THIS?
YOU STOP THIS
CRYSTALLIZATION,
THEN I CLAIM THE
BOUNTY ON
YOUR SOUL...

-.AND DRAG ALL
OF ¥OU BACK TO YOUR
ETERNAL REST IN THE
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THE GRIM

DR. FRANKENSTEIN

OVER HERE, I GET,
BUT WHAT THE HELL
DID MWE DOP

WaIrm

JUST A MINUTE, il

KRAVITZ!

THAT
ACCORDING TO
My LEDGER,
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I MAY HAVE I
DIPPED MY TOES

IN THE ETHEREAL
POOL A COUPLE

THE BOOK SAY'S
YOU'VE DIED EIGHT
TIMES AND CHECKED
INTO THE ASTRAL
PLANE EXACTLY
ZERD TIMES!

D AGAIN:
ZERS TRIPS TO THE
ASTRAL PLANE.

I THINK I'D
REMEMBER
THAT!!
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AND FINALLY
YOU, MERLE FUCKIN'
HIGHCHURCH...

l"'—'--'

HEY! HOW'D

YOU GUESS MY
W MIDDLE NAME?
¥.
.

CARE TO WAGER A
GUESS AS TO HOW
MANY TIMES yOU
HAVE DIEDP

0

DIED £/ET Y-
SEVEN TIMES!

MIGHT WANT TO
TAKE A PEEK AT

METAL MAMA
OVER THERE..
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WHAT
HAPPENED TO
*RESTORING

- 4

' HEY, HAVE
YOU NOTICED—

N
2

.

TAAKD, JUST
COME WITH ME
PEACEFULLY...

BRINGING YOU
BACK WITH ME DOES
RESTORE BALANCE
AND ORDER, TAAKO.

WHICH...
MORE IMPORTANT
THAN WHAT I'D
PERSONALLY
PREFER.

I HAVENT
DECIDED YET..
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IF YOU WANTED
ME TO COME WITH
YOU, YOU SHOULD HAVE
STAYED HANDSOME,
My FELLA.
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NOTHING.
NEVER MIND.

COMING WITH YOU,
I5§5855...
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Ii'i-- b
\

WHAT CAN
I SAY? MERLE
AND I SAW IT
COMING!

@
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KEPT FROM OUR
CHILDREN, LOVERS, FRIENDS

ENTER THIS
CRYSTAL KINGDOM

AND SOULS OF THE
LOST WILL COME AWAKE
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Chapter

8
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"
YOUR RELUCTANT

. | ROLE IN OUR EXODUS

IS FULFILLED.

I WAS THE UNWILLING
|| VESSEL THAT HOUSED

OUR...MULTITUDE.
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AND...THEY'RE \ l
PROBABLY PRETTY ‘
SORE ABOUT IT.

WE PROBABLY PUT A
WHOLE BUNCH OF THEM
IN THERE...

J P L]
7 . B, ——— :.--.. =
~WE'RE NOT
GONNA GET VERY
GOOD TREATMENT
AT THE HANDS OF A
I SEE . BUNCH OF PEOP
ING...

‘.-I K

7ii o B
Py : . ' " B i
HITWVEVOL VYO
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AND WE
REALLY APPRECIATE
YOU ASKING FIRST.

JOIN US IN OuR
CAUSE TO GE
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NOELLE, IS
IT WEIRD TO ASK
YOU TO KICK A
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IN A COUPLE OF
SECONDS WE'RE GOING
TO HAVE TO FIGHT THE
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OF TARGETING
THING, I'M
GUESSING.
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AINT BREATHIN'Y AND
I SWAPPED My MED
GEAR FOR BALLISTIC

HAVE WE FOUND ANY
MAGICAL EARPLUGS
THROUGHOUT OUR
JOURNEY?

BECAUSE
THIS IS GOING
TO BE LOUD
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+DESCRIPTIONS
POWERFUL _
CONCUSSIVE FORCE |
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S youwwL iy
| eeTHERRST WL/ S
T\ ToJonus. 4
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SEEMS A LITTLE
OBSESSED WITH

IGNORE THE \
PEBBLE. WE'LL BE
DISINTEGRATING IT

SOON ENOUGH.
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Chapter

9
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HEALING SPELLS, "
BUT T'LL SEE SURE SHE SAID
WHAT T CAN— “POWERFUL
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KNOW HOW yOU
DID IT, BUT YOU
SURE SAVED
MY BACON/

IF LEGION
HAD OPENED A
PERMANENT PORTAL
CONNECTING THE
ASTRAL PLANE WITH
THIS ONE...

T WOULD
HAVE BEEN THE
APOCALYPSE FOR
BOTH OF OUR
WORLDS.

Y

WELL, I DIDNT
GET GRABBED BY
A GIANT HAND AND
SLAMMED ARCUND AND
DRAGGED THROUGH
A MIRROR, SO...

AND A REAL
BAD STEP IN
MY CAREER
TRAJECTORY.
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V" avn saony

THE FACT IS
¥OU HAVE DIED
EIGHT TIMES,
TAAKO...

- AND MERLE...
E/ETY-EUCKING -

«AND ON THAT
TECHNICALITY...

BUT...YOU'VE
NEVER SHOWN UP
IN THE ASTRAL

SWEAR, IF
¥YOU DIE AGAIN,
THAT'S IT/

NO MORE
MR. NICE DEATH.
I'M COMING
FOR YOL.
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LUCAS,
YOU'VE TECHNICALLY

|
NEVER DIED... -‘\W
~BUT MY FIRM N |

TAKES A DIM VIEW
OF NECROMANCY,
WHICH YOU WERE
DEFINITELY
PRACTICING/

AND YOU
TWO..YOU'RE
BOTH ESCAPED
SPIRITS.

I HAVE TO
TAKE YOU BACK
TO THE ASTRAL

PLANE.

THE SIPHON HAS

CAUSE ANY MORE
TROUBLE.

v

I HARDLY THINK
IT'S FAIR THAT NOELLE
HERE IS PUNISHED FOR

HER PART IN THIS
EVENING'S ACTIVITIES.

TECHNICALLY; SHE
DIDNT ESCAPE. IF SHE
REMAINS, YOU'LL KNOW
EXACTLY WHERE SHE IS
AT ALL TIMES.

BEEN DESTROYED. I'M
PRETTY CERTAIN MY
SON ISN'T LOOKING TO

wI'LL TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY
FOR EVERYTHING
THAT HAPPENED,
AND RETURN WITH
YOU OF My DWN
FREE WILL.
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OH, HONEY...

I AM SO SORRY.
YOUVE GONE THROUGH
SO MUCH TO TRY AND
SAVE ME...

35
§
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BUT AS LONG
AS T REMAIN OUT
HERE, BABY..I'M

IN DANGER OF
REMEMBERING...

WHEN THIS
YOUNG ELF
FREED ME, I
BECAME LUCID,

I PARTITIONED
MY VISION FROM THE
COSMOSCOPE Away
FROM THE REST OF
My MEMORIES.

YOU NEED
TO DO GOOD
THINGS.

PROMISE?
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PUNISHMENTS YOU
DOLE OUT TO LUCAS,
JUST PLEASE KEEP

I MAY BE
ENCASED IN THIS
METAL FORM, BUT

I AM STILL

MOT

i
HER.
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KRAVITZ?
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OF WHATEVER

MY MOM SAW IN
THE COSMOSCOPE IS
STILL SOMEWHERE...

IN THIS THING...

BUT IF
THERE'S A CHANCE
THE DATA CAN BE
SAFELY EXTRACTED...
WE NEED TO KEEP
IT SAFE.

WANT TO KNOW
WHAT IT IS,
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HOLY SMOKES,
KIDS! IT LOOKS
LIKE EVERYONE

<
o
=

58

%
1
-~ &

CLIMB IN MY
SOFT BELLYY/S
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WELL..ARE WE
GONNA CLIME IN
HIS BELLY?
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WE WERE JUST
ABOUT TO ARREST
HiM, AND HE PULLED
OUT HIS GRAPPLING

+ AND=

AND HE DRANK A
POTI THAT TURNED
ISIBLE! SO

NO POINT
ING FOR Him/

WITNESSED THIS,
FANGBATTLE?

YES, MA'AM.
I WITNESSED..
THAT.
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THE LOSS
I NEVER OF MAUREEN
IMAGINED \,  MUST HAVE-

I CANT
BELIEVE SHE'S
GOME.
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PSSSSH! ]
YEAH.
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RETURNED DEAD
DONT NEED TO BE
INOCULATED BY
THE VOIDFISH'S
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DIRECTOR,
CAREY AND T ARE
RECOMMENDING

THAT NOELLE JOIN
N OUR TEAM.

WE'LL GET HER X
SET UP WITHHR. |
TOMORROW.

RIGHT NOW,
THOUGH, I SUGGEST
WE CALL IT A NIGHT.

BEEN KIND
OF A SHIT
DAY.
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IT'S BO-RING! VERY
LITTLE POMP AND
NOTHING IN THE WAY
OF PYROTECHNICS.

P Bursirs, 7mso
EXCITED TO WITNESS THE
INTRICACIES OF OUR DISPOSAL
SYSTEM FIRSTHAND!

IT'LL HELP ME
TEST MY THEORY
THAT THROUGH CAREFUL

DBSERVATION OF THE

LEEWARD PARTICLE

DISPERSAL PATTERNS,

WE MIGHT PERHAPS
FORMULATE A SUPERIOR
TRACKING METHOD FOR
THE REMAINING RELICS

THAT UTILIZES THEIR

MUTUAL ATTRACTION
AT THE SUBE;THERiC

ALSO, YOU'RE AN
ELEVEN-YEAR-OLD, SO
¥YOU LIKE TO WATCH
STUFF BLOW UP.
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TIRELESSLY AWAY FROM THIS STORM.
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The ADVENTURE CONTINUES in

Coming Soon!
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Making a Page: Script to Final

A peck into the process with artist and co-adaptor, Carey Pietsch!

o o saips
yn%“““ﬁ_,ﬁn.eﬂ““’"w M"wmm“ the GOLEM By the time the script is set and I'm ready to start draw-
p:‘%& W,.a-eﬂ' i o ing, I'm very excited to go! At that point, we've all
S 8 i T been talking about the outline, script, and overall story
ST e e o ' SHRRREEEEEEE ERYY for months, and I've gone back and relistened to the
GRS eEL T relevant chunk of the podcast so the flavor we're all
O P iy ".?M'“;,;:mau e, o o of working to translate to the graphic novel is fresh in my
i BV g mind. There’s a lot of information in there—cadence,
,necb‘;'ﬂaﬂ“"ﬂ 8F%: i s tone, music—that’s a huge help in figuring out details
B AN RAANNS 1y like character acting on the page.
ey g pag
| R PANEL .
P"G'MF; [onVES asx;wu ms,.:mw%w" 40 0 i
JIne F"NE‘-"OUH - Gilia
R " i
e TOUCHED gy mnﬁmﬂﬂsmm
Layouts

I'm usually the only person who ever sees these,
so enjoy! They have a lot of really wonderful en-
ergy and are essential to the process, but they also
use shorthands that are by and large illegible o
anybody else.

Layouts are like an outline for the artwork! This
is the point where 1 try to make all the biggest deci-
sions about how to pace the action. It's also where
I try to think through the composition of the page/
spread as a whole as well as the general shapes of
each individual panel..but I'm not fussed about
little things like...uh, well, pretty much anything
else quite yet,

This is the first step I actually pass back to the
rest of the team so we can all review it and talk
about notes, changes, and fixes!

You can see my note calling out the bal-
loon I added as a placeholder—I wanted to
check in with the team about whether it
might work to add a beat there that required
more text,

This is where we're talking abourt big ges-
tural actions and body language, checking
whether the action is clear, if there are places
where | need to add another panel or beat to
flesh things out... Looking at this spread now,
six months later, [ wish I had given the angel
a different pose in the last panel on the left-
hand page to really sell a stab, not a slash...
live and learn!! We'll get it next time.
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Inks

ONE LAST PASS on the lines to clean
things up! At this stage I'm making de-
cisions about tiny expression tweaks
to really sell an emotion, plus how line
weights can help emphasize volume and
spatial relationships.

Once inks are done, | hand them off
to our letterer, Tess Stone (one of my
favorite cartoonists!)—it's always such a
treat to see his final lettering on the page
at the next step!

Pencils

OK, NOW we're talking—this is the
first place where expressions oughta
be legible and we can all give it an-
other read as a team to make sure the
beat-to-beat transitions are working!
This is a rare instance of using color
in pencils—there were just too many
lines to parse what was happening oth-
erwise,

Colors

A big challenge in this book was figur-
ing out a visual language for coloring
the crystal environments & the crystal
golem. I didn’t want to have them com-
peting too strongly for your attention,
so there's a little more detail and lay-
ering going on with the golem—he’s
more important, and ideally the thing
you're spending more time “reading.”

And that's it!l Wow! Repeat for 217
more pages and you have a bookl I love
getting to work on these pages, but my
favorite part is absolutely when I finish a
stage and get to send it around for all of
us to talk about and polish—it’s a really
wonderful collaboration to get to be a
part of,
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Designing the Cover ey contimen

Once we have a script and the artwork is well underway,

-

it’s time to figure out what the cover will look like!

1. Layouts: I start by doing a bunch of layout drafts on my own. At this point, the look of the series
covers is pretty established, with the main trio in a loosely central composition—I try to rotate
which of them gets to be in the center, and Merle seemed a natural fit for this book for uh, spoil-

er reasons, in case you've [lipped to the back to read these pages first. | worked up a big list of
visual elements that might be a good fit 1o set the tone on the cover: cosmoscope mirror, crystals,
horrible skeleton, erystal golem, unsettling angle, reaching for the die.

2. Thumbnails: After I've made a couple pages’

worth of layouts and slept on it, it’s time to win-
now the field down to my faves, do a quick clean-
up pass, and send those thumbs in! [ have finally
learned not to share any thumbs that I'm not gen-
uinely excited about executing because, inevita-
bly, someone else will think the ones I'm not into
are the best options, and I will complain, and then
none of us will be happy.

So these are the three thumbnails | sent! 1 think
they all have really strong shapes! The one we went
with has the clearest Merle silhouette, but | do really
like the off-balance angle of the center thumbnall...
Look forward to me trying to find a way to reuse it in
a future book.

. Pencils with Tones: Once we've picked a thumbnail
to move forward with, [ clean it up into pencils &
tones to be brought to a cover meeting for (hopeful-
ly) official internal approvall The tones are a big help
in making these rough drawings legible. (You can see
that I still had a floating crystal golem skull as a com:-
positional element up top at this stage. [ ended up
deciding that didn't wark and replacing it with more
crystals in inks.)

. Inks: | ended up moving the characters around a tiny

bit to try to eliminate some tangents with the title...
thrilling stulf.

. Color Rough: While I'm picking away at inks, I'm also

picking away at a color rough based on my pencils!
I paint this at a pretty tiny size 1o try to avoid over-
working it; the goal is to give myself a plan that I can
execute in [inal colors.
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6. Flats: A pleasantly chill and meditative step! [ really
liked the flats on their own, which is a good sign. I'm big
on lighting as a way to heighten drama and emotion,
rather than as a literal reflection of what lighting would
““=actually”" look like, so I've been working hard to
try to make palettes that work as flat colors to give me
more leeway there,

7. Finals: Several days of off-and-on crystal painting later, here they arel! Every cover is my favorite when 1 finish it,
and this one is no exception. Spooky tone, vague skull shape in the lighter colors of the background elements if you
squint, rock candy pink crystals, a mysterious mirror... What's not w lovel??

Special SNEAK PEEK of rejected™ covers for carlier books in the series!

Thenmku're%ecwd wudmm'ﬁuunmlmjk fora: mmmmmwwmm«mm B
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Visual Development (Carey concludes!)

Overall Notes on Dﬂlgm Before I dive into drawing the actual book, we all talk as a team about designs!
I start out with a very loose but legible pass that I send around so we can all collectively figure out what's
working and what needs tweaks and fixes. I tend to work really small at this stage, as it helps me not be

precious about changes— I want 1o be as flexible as possible so we can land on designs that we all agree on!

Main Trio Null Suits: | loved the all-red-null-suir- Main Trio Alt Outfits: | want Merle's panpipe
squad bit from the podeast, but it absolutely did not candlenights sweater and Magnus® dog pj's.
work on the page. RIP. All the important null suit life Merle is constantly wearing his slippies of haste,
support is packed into the Fantasy (sci-fi) Backpack... and his BoB onesie is a nod to a bit from the

Don't worry about it!!! Rockport arc in the podcast. Was Taako's

book one outfit pj’s all along? Maybe!!!
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Kravitz: HE'S HERE! Very fun to come up with The Scythe: I think the file name for this one was
a multistage look for him with different levels of “hottopicgothbird.psd”—lots of bearded vulture
spookiness, Also a fun challenge to try to translate his ~ motifs going on with Queen Morior-adjacent designs,
acting between different forms, crystal golem and all!

Hodge-Podge: | made
Hodge-Podge’s design
too cute and then
immediately felt bad
about the ending of
that scene. SORRY!!

Bot Math: I had to kind of reverse engineer designs
for the robot rematch trio from a final design for Big
Noelle... Fun math problem!
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Compact: I want this compact... | made
the reflections look a little too much like the
Girl Scouts logo and so [ also want a cookie
every time I look at it.

%_0‘6. NEW MLALE S ~

Places: It’s really nice to be able to talk as a team
about the setting in an early stage, so we can
make any changes BEFORE we get to actual book
artwork. And when 1 get to thumbnailing, | have
a much easier time mentally moving characters
arannd while stasing 2 scene when 1 can lank ar the

Siphon: The siphon is meant to visually
echo Killian’s MillerTech robo-animator
from way back in Gerblins!
Upsy: Upsy is short for “upsetting...y.”

a great starting point. For instance, I gave Lucas a
lofted bed while 1 was thumbnailing, when I real-
ized he needed way more space for gear and rech!
We also ended up tweaking the cosmoscope design
a bit from its original pass to give it a little more
structure with all those rails! Thev are artached..
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Fan Art Gallery

The Adventure Zone has
been lucky enough to garmer
a passionate and deeply
creative fandom. Many
thanks to the fan artists
who contributed picces 10
this gallery—and to all the
Writers, artists, Creators, and
fans of all stripes who have
made The Adventure Zone

what it is.
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GRIFFIN MCELROY + TRAVIS MCELROY +  JUSTIN MCELROY + CLINT MCELROY
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Praise for
The Adventure Zone series:

“Full of charm and snark and wit.
Join the party!
—FELICIA DAY, author of
Embrace Your Weird

“A plot that's not only €PpIC, but also
secretly poignant and life-affirming.’

—TOR.COM

“Captures perfectly the humor and charm
that made the podcast such a delight.”

—NEWSARAMA
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