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They say ve're meant fo g0
{rom here to there, but 30 .
much bappens beheen those =77
1o places, /

A

find fhere's aluays
b) more, isnt there?

[
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Tome, language i¢ o Mmap
o help you figure ot
where yau are. If you cen'
read the map, yoi'e los,

<You have fo read
them epactly as
theyreuritten / Butifsfunl
tiistime> [ Thereareso
many ver siens,
anyay,

< know, but I'm Youcanthelp | duantisto
frymgfo'read the olfersuhen | speatthe same
Words as closely Joure losh, langiages >
as/ can, for
practice.?

<Ifs not balanced!
Yeu speak mostly
English, whie
I speak mashly

\Vfdna/me >

Juonder if [
ever find my
ay hame.
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Every night, ofter
LA homewerk and dinner,
ve read library baoks,

Me di, can
ve start this
one tonight!

y
Yes Whydont |
yovreadittome |
vhile | vorke>

prachice

Twsad | /
youneeded | 8

It started uhen Tién

was very litle. | did

it 0 help bolster my
langvage skills, and ve
Just kept it up over the
years,

Not a5 mvch
a5/ needfo
war« tomight.

This one
is called
"Taffercoats

<The librarian
saidifso
Cinderella story.
You know ve
have ane, toal>

remember
bow it

<Mo, not
exactly>

For o few years, it was ol
pictvre beoks. Then fhere
uere ne pictere baoks ot
oll becavse, as be pot i,
pictures are for chidren,

<airy fales .. can change v
alost ke costumes. # GEUA
vark,Ive rented ovt medievel t) %
outfits, space svifs, and even  [i8
anirial costimes f different

praductions of farye’

| map the phases of my son's
Iife by bis interests. There
wa the funny animal phase,
of carrse. Briefly, it was
dinosesrs,

B2
"ahnf"“?

R

imagine the script
stays the same, but
the centext alvays
shiffs>

<My mother fold
itto me.  was
50 longago, |
don't think | can

remember it oll>

That's
100 bad,
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Your ba ngeoi used
to tell me all kinds o
old ghost storles and
fairy tales when | vas
o fle girl. She and e ‘.

sister> 4

Al

[]

0h Poyor |
@

l@"'

R /o]

But we alvays circled back 1 fairy

fales, Grimm, fndersen,

Perrarlf=

we alvays came back,

ow didthis et 50
tany fears? | dont
Inderstand .

Can't/ just get
ane jacket!

You dart need
one. This one's
sill grod.

ittle?
Thaf'sa
streteh.

Tién, don't ook
40 grovchy. It has
charm! Ifs got
choracter!

Does charatter

alisays have 1o

look 50 facky?
TN
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Why dont ysu start
that story while
| etatt patching’

.. amerchant
and his wife lived
ina litfle novse on
o hll by fhe sea.

Y,

A

Once vpon
afime, .

While the merchant ||
s away, his wife
7 tended 9o peach
4 arove uith her sister,
Velvet.

Eventially they hod o
beoutifyl dadspfer,

Dne day, bis wife looked
ot the sea...
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#5 Alera grew, 0 fao did
ber father's lingering
resentment of her,

You look more
and mare like
her every day,

Liffle flera vas left in
fhe care of her aun,
vhe raised her ...

fivntie, where
s my mofhert
Uhere did

.. uhile her
father spent his
daysof sea .,

Your motner is o
sea princess. Your
father broke o very
important prepiise
o her, and s0 she

pad fo refurn to
the ocean

flere, =4 You promised
mygirll 10 help me Piease
Make those exeuse vs
peach farts,

= 4 The flour

3 won' sift

A A, el

<

Come
along.

.. Searching In
vain for bis ife,
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fleralearned fo fend ts M This sonds That's o beautiful
he peaches, as per mother 5/ s0....familor helody, What is it
had, and her avnt tavght her
everything she wished fo know, i
for er ount knew many - | 41

funtie, uhat uas She liked o tend pa you think \
my mother like? fofhe grove and e misses |
look out over the /
acedn. It o marvelous little
treasure frort a land
of mist. If can't stand
fo be apart fram its
bearer

The ring uill singte
her if if senses her
nearby.
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Velvet could spin
starlight info $
shimmering thread and ¢
weave o symmer breeze
Into.a warm shawl,

She proved berself an iave vable

member of the househod~1ar she

knew, by same magic, the langoc ge
of the birds and fhe beasts.

Onthe eve of flerc’s
seventeenth birthday,
alitflefishubispered
ness of fhe ocean fo

er aunf.

Did you pear?
Did you pear!

What news
do yov
bring!

Then | suppose
he must eat the
merchant. he cannot
have the gir!

The merchant
fradesin

valve, dves
pe not? e

15 knoun fo

be a¢ fickie

as forfune
perself,

It was in this way that she

remainied by her nigce’s

side long after the girfs
moter departed.

find this was hew the birds
and the fish fold her the
014 Man of the Seavas on

his vay 1o see the merchant.

The merchant
as debts o the
ocean be cannof
pay. The King of
the Mist cames fo
collect, he will have
the merchant's
firsthorn or else
be will eal fhe
merchant,

When the price was
for bis happiness,
he consented fo
ollts condifions,
Now the King cartes
1o collect, ond yor
know he does not
care for flera.
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[braught ysv a
princess fram the
sea, and you voued to
leve her for ol your
days, didn't you?

14id, bt she=
she's gane | owe yoi

She agreed
to be yours
unless you

p fruck
pramise o her A ‘ f(::u:u

has nathing fa do
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Once vas an
accident. Tuice
was a mistake,

Have
cavrage

fithird time, and
yav've lost her
forever, That
was the vou,

Your contract with
her is broken. Your
contract with me
remains, and nou [ve
come 1o collect, Your
firstharn for my bride,
o your soul.

Ob, bride, I can
see yoi there.

s you
consenfed
in word and
in blood,

Come here. with him has

yavr contract
uith her.

Well get
throvgh this,

Wha is this abavt
a bride? Nuphials
are so exciting.

is a contract,

Your contract

nathingt2 do with

fsntif?

i5 boend,
by bis oun
bload fo-

Hhen, are
ber terms! |
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Shel need
something lo vear
for the vedding,
of conrse.

Dresses? fa.
Predictatle.

Iuant three
nagnifizent
dresses.

Yes, dresses.
Three of them.

The first dress The second
must be mede mvst be made

from the essence fram the

of the dawn itself, evering, a5

beautiful as
maonlight and
dark as sable.

a5 dazzling s the
MOrHig.

{ luill consider
your offer

only ofter yor

present those

¥

fo me.
dod

The fhird dress
musf be made
of glimmering
starlight
saheredfrom o
clear night sky.

Those are
y ferms.
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The next day, fhe
light of devn was &
Iitfle an,
ane Velvef tnew
he 01d Man hed
fakenits glamour
for the first dress,

The follawing
evening, the moon
ven! missing fron

the sky, and she

mew the 01d Man

had stelen it from
The night.

find of the end
of the third day,

starlight from the
beavens,

fle's succeeded,
hasn't he?

What is he,
furtie?

“Heis the 0id Man *
the Sea,"flera's aunt
explained.

"fie's the grandfather
of the ocean, ond he
is older than any of

45 covld dream.”
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This little walnvt

can carry more

Than you Might
imagine.

Hid it up,
anduill the
dresses
inside.

lera,

hold ot
your hand,

darling.

Put this on. If's an
enchanted coaf of
menyfurs,

Huillgrant yos
safe passage
throvgh the woods.
Tollow the sunsef.
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find ane
last thing.

It belonged fo your
mother, ondif's
possessedbya
lyrical spirit of

lenging. She pessed
it on to me unfl the
day [ would refurn'to §
her. find row | pass
itontoyou.

i will auays
findifs way
back o yor,

forget me.




OceanofPDF.com



https://oceanofpdf.com/

freyn
feeling

ohay) N

Sorry, | just
aonedovt alifle,
IHhink | need o
break from fhis
jecket,  /

Shovld ve
suiteh?

One vinfer morning, ~ § )/
three yang men sumbled 4 Patrickl
across  curiavs sight. Perey!
- Come look!

She's byenn,,'n;q( We need o’ We?

Weneedtofale | Wht f ke

her somewhere a criminal?
Jarm, fivagrant?

A demon’
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You've been
r2ading Ma's
suipense
navels again,

They're excellent,
and you cold be

Lothered fo read,
ever, Percival,

She's
probasly
cold and
starving.

Jou fuo,
Look of her!

We'd best get
her backa
Ma. She'l know
what fo do.

Boys!
Boys. Quiet
doun. She's

Jaking,

feeling ol
right, dear?

How leng bave
you been et
there en your
oun?
Can yov
felvs your
name?
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You boys should ([ Imsirry,
have cleaned vp | everyone
ond shaved! Lok,
you've gone and
scared the poor
girl balf fo death!

ikl just {1 pee you hungry?
| needtorest Thirsty? | can
dra yu a bath

if you like,

Tust call me The bays are Pefer, Percy, and
Gracia. Pafrick, They re os hartiess
as they are gryf-loaking, Al
excellent in the kifchen.

Thank yov, Gracia.
find Peter, and
Percy, and Patrich

Sleep tigit, dear. Well
elp you make sense
of vp and doun once
you're fed and rested.

Thaf's o
lovely name.
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In the weeks fo come, flera
usild prove herself quite
adept in the castle's kifchens,
much bo Gracia's delight.

She borraued Percy's old
bayhond clothes and vent
about making herself a5
helpfilas she cavidat o
member of fhe palace sfaf,

She learned fo make
$04ps and savces,
and even faugpt the
brethers hou fo make
ber ount Velvet's
favsrite peach pasfry.

busying hersel with
her new brethers—
asfhey came o cal
fhemselves=she
wauld fend fo the
Ii#le grave of
peach freesin
the garden.

find when Alera wasnt

Hey,  lovld you mind
sov! tossing me
one of those

peathes!

Whoam [ am Prince
Maxvell the fovrth, and
I believe my position
entitles me *2 one
peach, if nothing else.
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V;v must

be very
new here.

noticed. Do yov ever

| came to sample
one of Gracie’s
dessert dishes for
the party. Uh....
what's your name?

fifew weeks, and
youveonly just

check up on your
staff?

Apoiagies!
1 just pavent
been around
recently.

YOUR
MATESTY!

(A There she Prince Mayuell
is! Gracia! We missed you. fow
\ vere your fravels?

VAR ;
wos Just getting

Bumpier than [vos ST ocausinfed yifh A, P
anticipating, bt 11
tell you oll about it
later.

Er. . Imafraid
fhase aesserts
aren’ quite
ready yet this
ofternoon,
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We're oll o bit

busy preparing

or your birhday
celebration’

5i0p by lafer!
I'msvre [ll have
sometning for you
fo sample oefore

the day is vp.

Gracias the

vest, jan't
she!

Yeah She
really s.

)

|

7

/;4‘)‘/ ’w'

Soyouvegot o
birfhday comingup!
Fappy birthday.

Thank yau. Im .. well #
fo be horest, Ime
Itfle yneasy obout f,
My mother s making
a big deal of i, ané
she's invited scores of
princesses.

o protlem?

It just ..t
requires 30 much
hobrisbhing, ond
I don't want bogo

theavg i all.

Not on my
birthday.

Imsure
She's anly
looking out
for mein

know how
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Ut

Bitue can

P T T
NP AN AN
L ""\W‘d'“" “'L || Isfine!lvas

i

Hof really, § NG

, A very yoing see her again
Mine's yone. X af the fime. Po yo miss 14, s00n Now that
. Ty have érandme?
OhlImso |\ M [ pazy memories

Everyday uere citizens,
we can travel
Wont that be

exciting /2

sy,

of her

Apd I sorry for
My aunt took carrying on. 'm sure <Hello? Pi Naung, '3
care of me, Jou have a lof fo do e, fién. Hi re you

before the day Is vp. well,Di? [ doing very

wel, foo. 15 Ma there/>

i

sno

She vas the
ey trovile!

closest fhing

| had fo o mom S
for most of my
Iife. | really ot ber on?

lwant o

[
[ glad ve cold /
caurse correct. [ il
Ifeltlite ve got 1l /
off on fhe urong OB I srry 1y
foot af first, / . hear that. Don't

friencs weke her up=she
needs her rest,
Yes Yes Di Tell
= her | called And
¢ g tell her | miss her >

miss her.
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< can see you
agalfl $09n.>

Claire! fley, over here! | He's in the
[\ [ve gof juice boxes, number fen
Jersey this year.
See!

Look of pim
91! fles
gotten 30
fast since
last year,

fle'sbeen
procticing all
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[ Heylwe stllonfor
| icecream affer this
strimmage?

myice cream |
money. £}

| got you covered
You can oue me
orte! Its no fun if
you can't have one,

\
) NUMBER TEN! Lef's get
back in the game! You

can chilchol when the
scrimmge is over,

You don't
fave fo=

Uhah. Gotta
gef backin
there. [l see
you in a bit!

Sueet \
‘ pafches, by |

| the Ulﬂy

You lilike
him!

You can tell Julian
fled be cool with
it His aunt's gey,
ond her glrlfriend s
artund oflthe fime

|

71 Not 30 loud! I
ot ready fo fell
p anypedy yet.
’

different
becavse ...
its him, You
knew!
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Yeah, yeah, | gofcha.
Bt consider telling
pim. We've ol been
friends since fhe
fourth grade!

ind | knaw you
don't like keeping
secrefs fromus,

You haven'tfold
your folks yet!

| aid fell you. That's
enough for rau.

| mean, | vant1o.  fried
losking vp how to fell
them of the library. The
|ibrarian and | covidn't
find the vord for itin
Vietnamese,

J

|
|
|

Itfelf weird
technically
coming out fo the r
ibratien before
even told my
parents. s all
veird. f

I sure yovr
parents orld
understand if
you told then.

|

th...Imreolly
not svre. What

iftheyalready | ol 1
bnow and they're J :m ‘;“b;ye
in denial?

anymare!

Tién, that
uon't happen.

I read thot
it happens

Sometimes.

/ # any rafe,

Leant el
them yet

My grandma's not
doing vell, and
My mom 3 warried
Sick. She's got o
le* gaing on.

 don't think
shedtake
itwell right
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Youtuo
falking
about me?

1l GREAT
things, | bet!

They're gosd. lian
got the jersey
fumber he wanted
Hhis year. Number
fen, just ike his
favorite player,
Diega Maradana

bt o\

icecreamam

 getting yv,
Tién!

1 don't know yet.
| have to see what
theyve gor!

If you can't make vp
your mind before we
get fothe counter, I'm
gonna pick ane for yov,
Just a warning!

Anything
buf minf!

ey, whats
your jacket

focd for him!
fle got 30
tallallof o
sudden. Must
be on pis
Mom' side,
Karen's prefy
tall

What are you YNM much! Just o special

warking on? [ assignment. [ ¢ been

working /th o very
importont client,

Can you pick vp
vhereve lefl off
inthe princess
story!
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Inthe days leadingup fo the
party, Alera fount her self swept
vy in ollthe excitement,

There was o lof fo be
done, and flere fhrey
herself infe her vort.

By now she vas
feeling right of
hore,

i That sounds
absolutely unreal,

Ifs tree! s like o
itz cake thof looks
like a dewdrop, clear
as crystal. You've got VA
fotry ene someday. 1| Well,what's yor 1

£ | favortte cessert) =
What makes it
special!

Is gotlabe...

...myaunt \
Veluefs )

speciel peach [
farts. 7~

Nefhing fastes
more like o late-
summer evening by
the ocean than her
peacharfs,

Yovcantryit! |

[ can make a

tray for the
party.
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Speaking of, | setter
40 gef ready. | have
fhe names of about
$ix dozen guests fo

> memarite

/1l see yau
later. Good

ey, Peter! Can

01 nelp me make

a special destert

for the party? [ve

4ot some peaches
forit

0f course! It's

o problem for

me. | can bake
anything.

0l Onthe evening of
the party ...

fl moment,
lera?
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Thirty
minvtes
il quests
arrive! Look
alive, bays!

Yau've been How would you
warking 0 her [ | e to oo this
ever sinceyol | | party? You know,
arrived, and ingle uith the
uonder ... fancy grests for
abiff

It could be fun! If you
need somethingto
wear, fm sure ve can
rework same of my
old dressy gouns. Or
perhaps yovd be mare
comfortatle inone of
the boys' unilorms?

Thank yov, éracia.

I really appreciate it
I hink Ive got just the
Hhing packed away,
actually

My dear, you
look stvnning

Well send o
nefe uptthe
doorman to

N announce yor

0504
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A Excuse me,
Twonder bow | princess,
they furned

From lands far and
auay, presenting
Princess flerc/

flaha! Don' be
nerveus, Princess ..

| don' believe
veve bad the
pleasure=

Max=! Uh,
I mean, hell,
Prince Maxvell

[mvery pleased
ﬁax . - o make your
g uioisfhot | acquaintance
for the very first
ane certainly the

only time in
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flow are yov en j2ying Really! A deor
those farts! friend of mine
recimmended

Fricars fhem to me,

perfect, just how
1 like them,

The music Vs
suelled..,.

Yes, theyre great!
| think ! irked them vhen
vefirst mef, but theyre
o g00d listener, and |
think Gracio=she's my
Cook=she and her whole
farily have adopted fher.
They're all great actually.

‘Hrn?re 2 !i I'msoreyIm
fheyre really carrymgen, yovline to

dho e,
bl Sold e...

crod faded
ﬂ‘i/ﬂy
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Princess flera,

vasit! LB | Infact,
, e nobady here

seemsto

know you
from... well,

anywhere.

 pretty
name. Where
is that frem? |

I dont think
Ive ever
heardof you
before.

08’ Parden
e, luas just Where did
speaking vifh, she go!
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We falked N
and danced SO |/ ooyt

all night. | |/ she's thincing
And she was abovt me
funny! right no?
Haybe [m
being silly.

Besides, uho

Maybe she bnows vhen
hrew it was yor'l see
Just one ber again,
night, anpway

She was
something
else, fi.

Dh,and she loved
your peach tarts, by
the way. Thank you
for fhat,

Maybe 1l see her
again in fhree
veeks. My tether and her ladies
are seouring the guest
lisf fo make sure they
invite everyone who s
present af the losf party.

She was. She is.
| want o know mare
She sounds abovt per. | uent
very spetil, tofind ber, Do you
think=

[d5et
I sure she'd Vi beall anything!
Y 1
want 19 see yo ik it i ;1” ;v;cya/:

any girl.
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Not any
girl

ust his

Tust. Hhis
ane girlin
partitilar.

/
Tofallin u 5

fve?Doyou

remember uhot \
it ke

=5

:
a
f
!
/
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ihere! Where
vouid ve go?s

<lle hadn't seen
hirm for months
after he was

<Anywhere! fuay from
here. There's a uhole
group of vs villng o
fn>

fakenauay. . >

<If they cefehvs,
Hhey/ll send us auay,
too. We'd neer see
each other again.>

<They sent him

hame vhen he

was 100 weak to
work>

donf knew how

o destribe f<

Iquess I nat
very good of
talking about fhese
Things.
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The refugee
camp utildn't
have let vs

stay togefher feher,

otheruise.

We had fo get

aur marrioge

papers done
beforeve
escaped,

Hou's your
jocket holding
ol

God,vas worried the
patterns vere fao ol
over fhe place.

They stopped
carrying fhe first
pattern by fhe fime
the secand patch job
ves needet.

I think [l
heep fhis one.
Thark yov.

[...really
like the
patehes.

Wecangetywa
new jocket next
yeor. Whatdo | |
vtk O\
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ey, Claire!
Helen's over fhere
benind the space

suifs. She's gof
somefhing for yov,

Claire? s that
you! Come on
back here!

r

m
| upthedress yos
Kmi\ ‘

(i

il

Thisis
peautiful.
Thank you
30 Much!

1t no prablem.
I never did

anything like this
growingup.
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fire you
plonning the
uhole dance?

Dances, clossroom
parties ..[mnot
preparedfar any of

this, end.... Yeal! Me and

the stdent
council. Ifs v
first one, 301
vant itfo be
Just perfect.

Thank yoi for
felling me about
#1 Be sureto Thank you,
thank Sabra for Sofral
donating the
castime rentals,

1 justdont
vani Tiénto
miss ovt on
Things,
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<Imgoing towark.
Give your Moma
kiss for me when

she gefs home.>

... ollege shydent
has died of Povére
Valley lospital.

Hey, can ! sit uith
you quys?

“Shepard's death
comed five days
offer his rescve
fram a biyoming
ranch...

Move downuind, ¥

man/ Yov srrell
like gym socks!

.. uhere he “This has
wes rabbed, sparked o
beaten, tied fo o debate over
fente, ond left in federal
almastireezing hate crime
temperatres for legislation ..
eighteen hours.

Everyoody
swea's, Claire,
Itsafectol
Iife! But that's
fine,

i Justsit by
Tién. e etill
likes me.

fhat's the
siell of
effort

Wel, "effort"
vl vse o
goed fymble in
the washer.
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a

Tou coming
fo my next )

game’

Im
planning
ot

[5thata

fuesome,
Claire!

Maybe if yor
4010 one of
y things.

Like.....the Back

14 Schaol Darice
Wanna g0 with
e ond Tién!

Excellent.
That was

f dance? That
sounds great!

Yau know yoi're the
veryfirst person
inour entire family
o go o a schoel
dance. Thaf's
exciting!

15 not that
big o deal

It s doncted, and
a itfle bl big, but
'bet | can taiior it
Just right for you.

What do you J
fhinki

W
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Onthe
eve of the
secont
porty,
Prince
Maywell
wished ith
oll his heart
That the
princess

Now arriving

frort lands
far and away,
Princess

1 was st hoping fa
see yau agair |

fiaha! Thaf's
very frank of

No one here Seems
10 kriow who you are.
How did you manage
toget on invitction?

 heve my
Secrets.

Idlaie

/ Lefsgo
someplace o
Iittle quiefer.

Soue cantai.
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Thereare 0
many things
Idon' know

apout you.

Tor example,
1don't know vhere
yor're from, what
your familys ke,

| suppose
fheyre not
essential ...

Tell me about
fhis ring.
What makes it

Then .. lefs special!
facus on uhats
right here. Right

Poall those
things ...
matter o lot

<fién, do you
vant fo get
Married’s

<ere already
martied.
Remerber’>
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Jes, e uereon
paper back in Nha
Trang, but wny don't
veds if for real
Inachirch>

< found someene
intoun who could
melf gold. | let him
keepalHie as
payment>

flera

fowsas (|1 pag o really
fhe party venderfyl
fonight?Did | | §ime, 6racio,
you have Thank yor,
just os funl everyone,

aefore,

Thank yov for
. ‘ aking the foruardto
< just needed Jacket, westing
enough for fus ‘
ringe>
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<Hells? M8? m
50 happy o hear
your vaice. fire yor
feeling any better?
Yes, please tell i
Noung | said “g0ed
moring, t09.>

< miss yau botn. Whaf
aid the dactor say?
M. OB, | see.
That sunds seriaus. ; ’
Dorit oke obout haf, <fe's almost as fal!
M3l I uorriedobout as e ! ik fe
o0 [ooks a lffle mare like
* me allthefime. Yes,

| hes doimg very well >

<Pid you get the school
pictires| sent] Yes!
Tién is thirteen this
year. Can yov believe
it
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<Pid you need mere
money for yor
medicing! Ves, ve
can save for fe
fickefs and sfill send
you money. el be
fine>

<Yes. Il et yo tnow
a5 500m 05 W can
come vigit.>

< miss you.
Very much

ey, what's

that there? m
maoncake,

s gof fotus

seed paste

ando Iittle

eggin,

flaha, it kinda
does,

[ried one last
Jyeat, atd it was
pretty sueet.
The egg tasted
like playeputty,

Hhugh,

Cant I fry
abite!

Totally' | stil
aue you for
the ice cream.
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=

fere, lef me
atoffa=

It
shickier than
o | thoughd, but
&4 it fastes

50 the dance s
coming vp real soon,
Im s excifed | have

adress oll picked ovt,

Maybe vse
deodorant!

[ nef vearing / That's
anythingexciting. |[  thebare
[litake o shower Minimm,

Yo cave

1don't care what

I vear! Bt maype
[liclean vp alittle,
Justfar you, Claire.

/
/

gof really special
duds for it New
sacks, even/

ind you, Tz‘e’n?\\ f
Tell me you've

My mom founda
areat old jacket
thaf she's gonna
failor for me. She
does really nice

'

<Hey! You
camingto
storytime>

<Vinh!
[forgot you

gt fime
off>

<Just today

andtomarrou.
The diner's

closed for
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[ oty gt offi>
y g

<You read it
with s0 much
enthvsiasm.
Doesnt pe,
darlingl>

| know she's ol
Ive talked apot
for veeks, but
somefhing apot
fonight feels final.

Would it be t0
wron of me fo fell
ber | vish the would

That esesn't

matter. She's

deftly avoided
fhat fopic
alfogéther,

| Tovche,

Lvant per
o kmow how
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her hand

find as before, everythingelze )|
seemed tofade auay as they
o denced Hhrough the migh.
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41k to stay.
I really uuld.
| fow can! It just...
flera's heqrf M || convince you 10f possible.
vas filled IV || \ to stay ths
vith joy. | . fime!

[Hhink... some
hings are best [eff
to memary. We have
something beautifu!

right new ..

May  askfor
one thing!

Can [ hoy
why!
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) _

Thark yeu,
Prince Maxwell remenper
me fondly.
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“The next morping, Maywell
s0ught the company of pis
friend, buf Al was nauhere fo
befound

I haven't seen
fl anyuhere
today

Lonowif's
s over.,
1t vas wonderfvl
while it lasted,
but...

You might
checkover by
the ocean.
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There yo

are...

| made na such
pronise.

You.. yovare
promised fo me|

Tam not my
fathers debt.

You cannot
fake me,
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Its more than that,
child. You belona to
the ocean,

You came of fhe
sea, and o fhe sea
youshall retuen ..

like your mather
before yov.

How can | refurn
fo o place Ive
never been!

You can'tforce
e o go with yov,
find the ocean
certairly cannot

15 that s,
flerd/

I have
been laoking
everywhere
for yov. | ves
ofraid yod

da this.
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Aunt
Velvet!

fielle, my d2ar,
Did you lose
yorr ltle ring?

ve misplaced
1t Ithink. ' 50
sorry, Aitie.

When o lftle perch fold
me the 01d Man of the
5ea vas hasfily making

bis way to this shore,
Fknew the profective
magic of fhe ring had
lapsed.

fre yov happy
here, flera’

Gondsye,
flera

If 2ver you need
me...yovll know
uhere tofind me.
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AL/ A s
that yovout |
there? [

You know apovt
Ineedfo er. | speak of
speakbihyon  per incessantly
Tve metthis — foiagies for that,
grl. ...

... 3hes smart and
beautiful. Pnd ve've
danced fogether and
Ievghed fogether.
| just...

. wish she kney
the extent of my
feelings for her
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NeQ

SSCESL T Ly

The space
between tvo

he

..ond being
cavght in

find, really,

vhotis the
paint of tears
amenq so mch

seit water?
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< ean da that

e, diww W ity

6hrh e exchange your
4 isghere st
anythingfm
missing’>
<l not sure
abovt the fellers
there. You shovld
find one pere>

<I'msorry. I really

santed vsolltogo I < doing

back and visit as Vhat we can>
afanily>

Tién, I sorry

I couldnt finish your Ifs fine. This
Jacket intime isimportant,
for the dance. fifind

sortethi else.

Takecare of
each ofher uhile
I gane. Okey?
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[dintroduce Tiénto
his grandmotner, and
she's tell him llthe
stories she vsed fo
tell me.

o)

14 alvays
imagined=
hoped, really=
that (drefurn
under appier
circumstances.

f

find Tié wauld
finally krow ve
come from the
same stories.

_—

Wos ifworfh
The last eight
years of my
mother's ife?

This little book
taok me eight
years toearn.

And what sort
of davghter
does that
take e/
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Four heurs fo Los
fingeles ...

Nineteen hours fo
Toipei ...

A four-hour
layover ..

find fhen, three
hovrs to 38 Ning

<The nex van
to Nha Trang
comes in tuo
haurs.>

Thank
you>

find, Finglly, a ten-hovr
van ride down fhe coast
fo Nho Trang.

<Hién! s that
youd>
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[ sorry.
There's o lof
happening right

Tién, uhere uere

<funtiel> youlast night!

We missed you of ]

Tiliar's garme. |

My momsin
Vietnam for my
grandma’s funeral.

Imfine,
 never mef
her,

My mom was prefty
fornup abaut f,
thoug. | never seu
her cry before,
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ﬁ e
Tién, yau should
sillga fsa

Ithink .| better
Ship the dance, foo.

‘
| don* really have scitl dante.

anytning to wear Nobod
; y cares
now, She covldnt get {
the jacket finished el e
befare she pad
to leave,
You ds.

Yoy cp

Look, Julian will
want you fo be
fhere. find if you
donf come, it
Just be me and
Jilian..

Thatsa

of ihé ‘c"nme‘

find I ashed
b, didn't !

/

That's ot how Hhis
was Supposed fo
happen!

Claire. .. fhis
isNOT=

Tién.
We de ot raise aur voices.

Shouldnt we be getting
ourselves 1o class!

Tién, come
see me affer
stavol.

1jvst...
idn* vant
JOu 16 miss
anything.
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b
something
nappen?

[ Hello,am | speaking

to Mr. Phong! Yes,
hello, this s Mrs.

Flynn, your son's
homeraom teacher.

Im just calling

o lef you know
that he will be
n detention

ﬁ fomarrow,
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Clatkof the life
3he's making,
something from
nething,” she said>

<The market

smells just the / <l dideverything
same, bit \

/ <Youdsrt
<My happy i 0ur story>
<ty big WZ' ending neser r;: ,,mf @
was 80 prov: came.> T
fy> y0u! The real

story>

<l didn't inow
[ had no fime
eft>

Jo'rein yoor
Hhirties, el
The encing isn't
even close>




OceanofPDF.com



https://oceanofpdf.com/

Once,
perhass
nat sa lang
age, fhere
vasagitl,
Sueet
and kind,
belaved by
ner mofher
and father
She vas
called Tam,

They ere
happy for o
fime, but one
day Tém's
father fell il
and died,

When her
mather
passed,

Tam's father
remarried o
Jidy witha
child of per
oun, agirl
naed Cam,

fer stepmother's
grief turned fo
onger, and that
arlger vas
directed of Tam.

Témdid er best
to comply with oll
her stepmather's
demands. She maved
out of the main
building and into a
Iitfle garden in the
alley.

Poyou love
im
LG T

o

Then yor uill do
evenythinglask | Te5Stepmother,

of yov! Ll

Tes,

Spe casked.
She cleaned,
She tosk meticuloss

care o the
hovsehold.
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Yes,
Stepmother,
Ido

Yt each fime
shefinisned

o fash, ber

stesmather (
would abserve firme, Tgm
ter work, turn [ wold

o ber, and

Good. Then co
il ogain, and
doif correctly
his fiete,

fnd then Tam

Jould dutifully stepmother
repeal ner and sfepaister
Tasks before vovld never
retreatinginto setfootine
Hhe Iitle lley place uith so

darden, much dirf,

fere Tém

Whyare you
crying, gir?
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Témand the

You. . speak! ittedish Tdm grew happier

becare fast and more radiant
friends, and vith each passing
they visited Jear.

every might

Lo mosly
content to
listen, bl
sometimes

Have yav aluays
lived in this
pond?

fow dare
Témbe
fopay?

stepmother
noticed.
Ive geta itfle
bit. I can give you
some if you fell
me all about her!

Yes, for of least as
long as you've been
alive. Your mother
vsed tofeed me sits

of shrimp.
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What ave you

Weuld you like to
seen?

know what [ve
seen, Mother?

speals info
the water.

something
inthe uater
speaks back,

4 R

Euery day, she
sprinkles a liffle
shredied shrimp

info that pond.

st thot
Just s
strange!

Lafer fhat very
veeh, Tan
sprinkled bits of

| shrimg info fhe
pond,

 vonder
vhere
she's gone

Wenlt you
come Join
isinside
fonight?

Butthe

fish never

came.

How strange. [

tes,
Stepmother,
Luill,
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Itvas strange thot
er stepmother world
invite her in,

Please sit

Thank yov
50 much,
Stepmother.
Yovre very

kind.

Yov've been
uarking so
diligently.
Why, the havse
15 almost
spofless!

In appreciation of

oll your progress

infinally becoming
o help fo this
hovsehold, ..

1o ook a

spacial meal.

delicious!

Ims0
pleasedto
heor that!

Its the
funniest thing,
Siepdaughter.
| was valking
thraugh your
darling liffle
garden. .

there
wasthis
magnificent
ish.
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Ihought fo mysel?, "I
certoin that my sweet
shepdavghter would enjoy o
fine fish stew.

Lodeyw
love your
stepmother?

Yes,
Stepmather,
Thenbea
good girl
ond eaf,

Yes,
Stepriother,
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Tilm buried
the bones of
her dearest
friend under
the raots of
alittle peach

free,

She grigved,
alane and In
secre

The
merchant
seehsa

vife.
Life wenf on

os before, filelighle yorrg

ladies of the

Unfilan

Iavsehold are
inkifation encoiraged fo ffend
arrived. aféteaf s estate in
three days time."

Youd like fo
come uithvs,
wouldn't you,
Stepdaughter?

find f apsolutely Hhink
you should g0, but
before yosdo ..

.+l vas conting on
cooking sonme white
rice, but | clumsily

mixed brown rice and
vhite ice info fhe

same bag ..

[ vill separete
the grains,
Stepmather,

Good gir!
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Doya
love your
stepmother,

Tém sef T

towerk
separating
the grains of

Tuo days went
by, ondthe
pleswere

separated bit

0n the evering of
fhe third day, Com
and her rofher

SoTim
continved
L[ warking into
1l the evening>

left Tém bepind fo
er fask.

<finapsurd
fash, isn't >

# share you can't
Jainus of the
party, but /30
eed fhis fask

done.

how it oes?
I cen hardly
rememer>

<Prabably.
They're only
stories, Theyll
change when
they nieed fo.>
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<Syeetie, can
you put Tién
on the phone?>

<Thank you,
Love you, tor> =1

Hello! How
are yor!
flow's schoal?

If's not
important.

fire you
swre!

il right then ... s0

before | (eft, didnt

yovwant to ask me
something’

No....but | have
some Hhings
1 need to think

el if yov
need a itfle
space, fhat's |
okay.

You didn't sit
with vs foday,
fre you mad]

I den't want
youtoarry
Im sorry. [m
figuringit out.

| just aon't
Inow howte ..
askfor things.
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| donf vant fo
Trovble anybody,

el like

everybody’s prolems
are 50 much blgger

fhan mine.

<Were did ve

Jeave off?>

<he just
ofe fer best
friend>

Unbary
foe bones.

Taghto
come back
from that.>

Thats
dark,
funtie

<ot
unfil you
hear what

Unbiry
fhe banes
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Unbiry

The bones,




OceanofPDF.com



https://oceanofpdf.com/

B Your future
W ot pere.

Come with 45/
The grains uill be
sarted by the time

you return,

fire you
ready o 90!
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Your mom said
3he never pad
sthool dances.

This vy, you cen
finda take her
vith you.
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Remenber
in second

You better
invite me!

When! grow vp,
I'm g0nna marry
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flow' s my
foatuork’

fahaka, ;
14 maybe stick
fo saccer.
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Joyisa

precios
thing fnd |

preciovs
things are

We keep
ther close.

S0 we learn

fohald on fo

fher.

You must be
istaker, She
could net have

been there las*
ight.

Twouls like fo
see per just
The same,

find
sqmetimes
fhose
precious
things find
Hheir vay
oach tovs.

<And they lived
happily ever
ofter. Right’>
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dreadastory | <Haluays

just like this ends this
one uith Tién vay>
recently>

Soyou
forgoth

w

<There's
more?>

0n the
anniversaty
of her father’s
death, Tém
refurned fo her
family’s home fo
pay her respects.

Theres
alvays
mare.»

Tam did not
natice her
stepmather
behind her,a
golden knife
in her grip

find she
hardly
noticed.....

when
he golden
knife fore
fhraugh ber

No mather
o father,
and nofish
fo comfort
her benes

They buried
her amang the
ro6ts of an

old cempher
free
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<Wovld yov
like fo bear
whot happens
nexth>

Ive naticed
lately fhat your
performance
has been a itle

Tell me hou
I can help,
What's gaing on
ofhome? |

Would you
Say that's

My grandnia
died, My mom
venf back for
the funeral.

Im sorryfo
bear thot,

| saw yo of

thedenceuty |

Jyour ... Triend,

.. havea
ice fime?

Did you
have fun,
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<0f course, Thank yoi,

the merchant kind Mother.,

came looking [ will search
for hiswife elseufere.
Goodbye.

| dont

believe
she's been
here lafely,
Somin-Law

hen the merchant
had gane, the
camphor free
whispered. ..

Daughter! If you
love me, you will
et down this
free of ance.

Yes,
Mother

Murder.

Daughter! If you
love me, you vill
cafch that bire!
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flells, young
man. My name
is Father Niles

Mre Flynn fold
me that yoi're
experiencing some
confusing feclings,
and [ here fe help
yov sart those ot

Itis done
We are rid of
her forever.
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Have you distussed
this with your
parents yet!

No.dont. .
know how e l

-
Al

I dont

Inow the

0 Vietnamese
words for if.

Yt
(L

Wheta
blessing

fll the parents
I'v¢ couseled
described the
beartbreak of
Thelr chiléren
coming ovt fhe
5amevay,

1t aluays feels
like a deathin
he femily.

5

find isn't it s0 sad
when a loved one
passes?

Can yt iftagine
that kind of sorrou?
That kind of pain?

[m sgrry,
Mem.
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<o whot <Dne night,
nappens next? the merthant
What happens bas a strange
offer death, dreem>
three fimes

wer>

<fnd uben he
oloke .. >

fe dreamed of
a magnificent

<..itwasas
though she
never left.>

<find da you
remembe the
restls
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<No. | don't>

<My Vietnamese is
veakzming, every
tay.m changing>

<My past and present
selves speak fuo "
dferent lengiages> <Htfeels live | died on
that beaf. find I stil
thuck in the middle of
the ocean>

For auay
from my
mother...>

<..ongfar
away from

< mafraid

Tién doesn't Juirali _
fink he can can feelt ic oyt
fell me things. > Vioww L do> feel that vay? Did

she feel like this
all hose years
| vas auay?

<He knows
we're from o
different sides
of the world>

<fnd | wishit
wasn't that
uay>

<

<lell, if you don't
knou the ending,
then [l heve o take
vsthere>
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<nthe
anniversary of
her mother's death,
Tam returned
orice again fo pay
respects>

Hello,

Stepmother. £

flow does she
remain 3
<Se mcks me beautiful?
lighting incense
for herself/>

fer old skin
sloughs right off,
and she s left
uithfresh, new
3kin

Every
night .

she balkesina et
of boilirg salfed
Sesame oil.

st thot
something
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The
stepsister
didas $he did not
the bird h® 7 reemerse.
insfructed,

It smelled
deliciovs,

Thebirds
collected her
remains in
o Jar.

Pests!
Leave me

Unbiry the
hones.

Unbury the

L didyo
love your
daughter!
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Tellvs, uas
she good?

You Itfle
demans!

Tellvs,
vas the
deliciaus!

<When the

stepmother
realized uhot
she'd done, she
dropped dead

in shock>

<The memary o her

cruel stepmother and

stepsister faced auay,

and Tam lived happily

ever after, for the rest
of her days>
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<I5 thet really
fhe ending?>

<How shouid |

trow? It's an old,
ol¢ story. Debails

@
=

Mo Yeure back!
| missed yoo!

And now
fhis story is
ours, Yours
and mine>



OceanofPDF.com



https://oceanofpdf.com/

Dad said Mrs. Flynn
vantedfo have o
meeting with me!

Is there anything | shovld know
before | speak with ber!

Let's start
fhe next
baok,

Once vpor o
ime ...

.. where the ocean
is blvest and where
the waters are
deepest, there vas
a richandvibrant
kingaom Far bengath
fhe vares.




OceanofPDF.com



https://oceanofpdf.com/

It vas rvled by i
o righy hng .. . uho had
 sixcharming B
davghers, [

When each princess came of age, she would explore the surface

warld and reurn ith o Story for per younger Sisters,

~

There are
magnificent
clfies
fallas
mavntains!

m

Columns of
bursting flame
fill the sky!

m

Magic
powered
byfire and
lightning!

~

Boats
tht float
betweenthe
clovds ond
the stars!
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fndthe people vp
here have such
Sort, urgent lives

Every Iving moment
s safurafed wifh
Mearting.

flow long do
fhey live!

Barely a
century!

Whale human
generations iive
and die befare e
even begin fo sez
ovr tuilight years.

find 82
fhey live
desperately. .

. fryingte savor every
morsel of Time availed
o them before fheir
bodies fail and decay
infothe zarth, as we uil
dissolve info the sea.

fow strange
and sad,

Don't movrn

for them foo

mich,litte
slster.

Itis seid when their \
badies refurn fo
the ear'h, their
immartal spirits

refurn to the stars.

Something in them

lives far beyond vs.

The little mermeid yearned fo
see everyling she heard from
fer sisters’ sfories.
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When her

birthday [ o
finally came,

she swar

upward.

... hl she broke thraigh
o the surface.

ke
ohserved
fnd she sau ships in the
the towering
ciies and
dlittering
fire...

andfor
fhe first
fite in her
life

.. She saw
something that
stoked an vrgency
in her heart,
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She feft fhe
desperale,
mortal feed
fosalvage
preciovs [itfle
fragment of
fime in spife of
fhe fhovsands of
years she had
ahead of her

She sang
vith a bitfer
yearning...

ind she sang
from the
depths of her
submaririe
heart.

. thet roiled
every current
in the acean.

ol
the prince
and his boat

If he died
here, and .‘\
never
decayed
into the
garfn..

oo Wovld his
spirlf be able

The little
merfiald
remempered
that humans
live short,
fragile lives.




OceanofPDF.com



https://oceanofpdf.com/

She felf his limp
hwetan body ...

fnd she knew then
ho it must fes!
fowant o live

desperaely.

Branden?

Brandan!
Ohmy god. &

Everyone
thovght you
drowned None of
s could

Let's get you
chetked aut,
ohay?

When daun
brake, she uas
qone.
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The mermaid
wondered if he world
ever know that her
[ove for him could
move the uhsle
acean.

Every time the
mermaid pichired
the prince's face,

shefeltatugin her

heart o strang that
she feared she uauid
disintegrate into the
scean cirrent.

Lifewenton
asusval,

sisters spent their
days exploring

When e onging
was foo heavy far
her fe bear, she
Sovght the help o

| fheoracleof the

ocear an ancient

~ mermaiduhe

mew many secrel
Things.

find sl the ware beal of fhe
prince’s frail buman hearf
occupied all of ber fhovghts,

Few knew to seek
her caunsel ...

.o fewer ghl
wovld dare fotry.,
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My sueet chil, this
s fransgressive.

Verywell, fhen,
I require o bit of your
fongue, dear girl

What can ! 40?
It feels o5 though
I not whale. Flease,
Grandmsther, can
you help me? Is there
any vay for me fobe
close to pim?

Your yearning, your
desire to be ofher

s just a litfle
clip, bt yov will
pencefortabe

fre you certain
yorvald give vp
your millennia
of bliss vnder
the seafora
mere sliver of
A ocentiryuitha
frail and fickle

: )
N

[can grant you legs o
valk amang fherr ..
but you mwust win the
heart of your beloved.

Yes, Grandmether,
[m certain,

find should
yeofal ..
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nd yur body will
disinfegrete into the
otean.

Drink this, child.

You vill be
as gracefl
a5 0n otean
arrenf..

If a mortal heart
loves yeu, if f cannot
bear fo part with you,

fhen perhaps you

can earn your seat
afteny the stars.

.. Hhough every sfep
villbe like daggers fo
Jou feet,
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Whee, uhaa! ey!
e you dhay!
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Fow the had
wished for so
long fo be by

In that moment,
she wanfed, more
thent anything,
totell kim hou
beavtiful he vas,

Bt she
covld not
itera
single vord.

Con yov fake
care of her for
Listen, Bertre. abit!
an yov do me fhe
biagest favor!

[ll'be back in tue,
three hours, fops.
Promise! You're
The best!

Brandon!
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Sorry, its oll

Iveget here. |

Don't those
feel better!

That's the show -
ve're putting on. |

[ve been
avdtioning
dancers for

the fifle role,
vith ng luck,

This s

Pame

Marget

Fonteyn.

Shesmy
abselute igol
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Losk ot that contral,
She makes if look
Just absalutely

effortless. L diplid,ond

Balle* in London in
mayhe the 30s7 6057
[ forget. Ifs timeless.
Michael omes vas fhe
principal of the fime,

infthe role of Pafiemon,

lsky prince of being
bag af commitment.

Whenever |
feel like | can't
keepup uith
he production,
I vatch Margot
Fonteyn.

fey, Bertie,
sorry [m $0
lofe. I cargat
Up with some
baord mempers
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She strove o
dante from
then on.

Thavgh every step
felt like daggers
o ber feef ..

She's it
She's aur Ondine.

.. She never
faltered. O and
on, she danced.
Tustto see pis

Stile.
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Helen! fells.
13 good to

Let me intraduce you
fo Father Niles.

I really
sorry.

| just .. kinda
dipped ot for

abit.

115 ohay. We
hnow uhats
going on.

Its different for
yor. Yov're not
40y

My mom just
pilled me ot
of fhat faith
counseling,
Ituss fine.

Iden't know how
iy parents il
reatt. Now / dor't
even gef fo be fhe
one fo fell fher,
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Tirte passed.

The mer maid
danced ...

..evenas it became
apparent thot the prince’s
heart belonged 5 another.

...for uhet is the
point of tears in o vast
acean of salt? fnd o,
she danced on,

S =

e T
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Bertie!

D here! Listen, can Italk

to you in private
for a bif?

il be right
back. Pon' go
anywhere,
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Carve it
from his
chest
7 I he canrof
glve yov s
beart, you
canfake f
from pim,

Let i Slood
coogulate around
yaur feet, ond yaur
beautiful fail will
become whale once

We miss yav, T've been
ter.., Ine! looking \
everywrere [

Our little
sister ..
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3hh. Por't

interript brandon just

asked me fo \
marry him. ) Do yo think...
1 ve.. !

| care about him

1 36id no.
Can you believz i? \
[ was really =X \
lattereq, and I
r

Iaid him | inda
have o thing for
someone else.
#Jueshoping. .

grermea
chance!

The lffle mermaid
won the love of
o hvman heart

affer all.
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fd they vere happy.
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fvthor's Note

I sef outto fell o very small story, One of 112 2dd challenges of wrifing o
story abovt characters iving uithin any sacial marains is the gravity of the
marginalization itse!". I is such o dense thing, seeming fo insist that ol the

pieces of the story should orbif arovnd . Immigrant stories are like this,

#s compassionate readers, ue sometimes infellectvalize dfficult human
experiences fo keep ther af arm's lenath. There is an appropriate
verracular, a setof voeabulary wards in o yllaous, and o comman langsage
established for the sake of facilitating dialague. ff our worsf, ue find the
stories of immigration reduced fo character trapes employe?, for example,
by the news for a diseffected viewer. The stories start anc end with the
arc of anexadus, and we forget thaf things continie to happen ever after,
and that ever after does not happen for everyane all o once. 4t our best,
ve vant tatake o bird seye view of the situation in on effortfo te as
comprehensive as possiple

I this way, immigrants seem o fake on the Flatness of fairy tale
archetypes, as inferthangeable pietes in recurring stories of vpheaval and
diaspora. In both cases, ve prefer fo laok in from the outside. All the quiet
yearnings, the ambient heartaches, and the thovsand ofher litte indignifies
of feeling lost in your own tongve are overlsoked in our bestintentioned
efforts 19 be broad and comprebensive.

ind 301 set ot to el a very 3mall story abaut o boy and his mother Figuring
out how to express iove without the benef it of on appropriate vernocular,
a sef of vocabulary words in o syllobys, or o common langvage fo facilifete
their dialague. | vanted to explore how stories can serve both as an escape
and o an arichar for vs in aur real lives, and maype, for of least one story,
decenter fhe gravify of marginalizalion fo fell o story apout ane of the litle
pleces ot orbif araund f.

ficknouledgments

#big thank-you to my partner, 7, without
whor | would not knew shether fodzey vas
actually o Tvesday. (4 lke fo emphatically
fhank my editors, Gina and Whitney, uhose
infections enthusiasm makes me excited fo
furn in every single page. Many thanks fo
Patrick, our designer, and to Robin,
myFlatter.

fibig thank-yov to Kate, my agent, for
beleving in my work and patiently guiding
me through my creative journey You
ds marvelous work. Te the fine falks in
Minneapalis Parks and Recreation, thank
youfor all you do. | love wandering trough
Poudernorn on a challenging dey.

TrungLe Nguyen,

als? known as Trungles, is a comic
baok artist and i\ustrator working out
of Minnesota. fle received his BA fron
Hamline University, majoring in stidio ort
witha concentration in oll painting and
mingring in art pishary. e 18 particularly
fand of fairy fales, kide cartaons, and
romcoms of oll stripes.
The Magic Fish is i3 debut graphic novel.
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Between Words and Pictures

When 1 was very young, I leamed how to read in English and Viemamese
side by side. Since my parents were new immigrants, we developed a weekly
tradition of selecting a few books from the fibrary and reading the stories to
each other. This way we conld ask each othe questions and piece together parts
of the stories that one or the other of us might heve missed. As my parents and 1
became more comfortable wilk both languages, we spoke a combination of the
two at home—a hybrid,or mixed language.

1 especlly loved illustrated fairy tales because, every once in a while, my
parents would read me a sory and (hen (el me that trey prew up with one very
much ke 1.1 fllin love with the dea that a sory could have places of origin
and s own lineage, not entirely unlike a person. A fairy tale could move rom
one regior 10 another, and it would change lothes, 1t could adopt the customs
and beliefs of its new home, and 1 would stll retain much of its core, The
notion that a story could acjus o suit a new home was such # hopeful one for
an immigrant kid who grew up knowing (hat he and his parents dida'l come
from the same places.

As T got older, we continued (o bormow llustrated books and feiy (eles, but 1
also started picking up comic books end loved them to bils. The way the stories
unfolded feltso natural and dynane, They reminded me of the way wy parents
and T would sprinkle English words within our spoken Vietnamese 10 help
bridge the sentiments of two different languages. They never felt ke separate,
incompatihle parts.

People tend to think about corric books as two separate purts—the words and
the pictures, In illustrated books, the imeges support the teat, but the text can
existentirely ithout the pictures, Comic books are just the opposite, Here, the
images are the text. Comic books speak a hybrid language hetween onthography
and iconography, writen fextand pictures. It takes a certain level of proficiency
in both languages to get by, but it's a whole and complete reading experience
iltogether,

As T was meking this book, T considered that ach characier has adifferent visual
vocabulary informed by their personal | fe expeiences. Tiéh is a kid growing
upin the 1990s in the American Midwest, like me. Tién's mother, Helen, grew
up in post-war Vietnam, Helen's aunt holds on (o images of a pre-war, post-
colomal Vietwam, The way each characterenvisions ther storis i based on the
things they might have seen and known, and I did my best to cipress this in the
clothing end the settings around each of ther respective farry ales,

To conrast Ti¥n's experience with
Helen's, 1 picked two relatives of
the Cindere!la feiry tal, the German
“Allerlirauh”™ and the Vietnamese
“Tim Cam™ The fist fairy tale we
encounter s a very Joose adaptation
of “Allerleiranh,” read  through
the imaginarion of Tiéh. He would
be familiar with the stories and
imeges popularized by (he toys and
carloons in the mid-lo-ae 1990,
and his meginetion probably hews
closely 10 Western sensibiliies
about princess storis. The visual
vocabulary he brings o the
story is cobbled together from
docontextualized European visual
tropes associated with fairy tales,
50 many of the details are highly
anachroniste, ike the dresses wom
by Alera, the first story’s ceniral
character.
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The aesthetics of the three dresses fall
closely in line wilh various poins in
he western history of couture, loosely
inspired by diflerent designers over
the past century, The Sunlight dress
1s based on Callot Soeurs pieces from
the 1910s. The Moonlight dress s
inspired by mid-century Givenchy
dresses, Tke (e iconic white dress
Audrey Hepburn wore in the 1954 flm
Subrina, The Starlight dress reflects
more coniemporary takes on prinecss
dresses that exist in the popular
imigination, more or less uniethered
from their historical rcols

The fairy tale segment of “Tim
™ is set in 1950s Vielnam to suit
the visual imaginacion of Helen's
aunt, The buildings and apartments
are remimiseent of a French solonial
sl Some of the characters are
dressed in Frenchstyle  clothing,
which would have been popular at the
tine. The stepmother and stepsister
weat fashionable pre-Mod-e French
clothing, and Tim’s magically gited
dress i an o i

The do dii is considered the Vietnamese national dress, but Vietnam s a country
thet s colored by the forces o s colonizers. It was oceupied by China for abowt
athousand years, punctuated by sorne briel periods of mndependence, Then there
was nearly a century of French colonial occupation from the mid-nineteenth
century through the middle of the twentieth century. Al of these transitions
affected Vietnamese culture in irreversible ways, and some of it i reflected in
the do dai.

The do daf might be largely influenced by Chinese clothing from the Ming and
Qing dynasties, Inthe eighteenth century, the do i was unisex court clothing,
and the garment was much looser, The tighily fived style of the o dii first
eimerged al a Paris feshion show in 1921, It is eredied as an innovation of an
artis mamed Nguyén (4 Tucmg. Today, the do G etans his general isign,
and I really consider itto be the result of an acsthetie hybrid language.
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The last iry tale is a reworking of Hans Christian Andersen’s “The Lile
Mernaid,” and it s told out of Helen's visuz imagination, She s a Vietnames
wortan Who was bom towsrd the end of the Vietam War and grew up i its
aftermath. [ decided to make the mermaids’ underwvater home resemble a Hong
Kong wuxia film because [ remember my parents showing me some of hose
movies (hey from the 19805 dubbed in Victnamese, The undervater
Kingdom is specifially influenced by (he Tsui Hark film A Chinese Ghost Story
The abovewater world is based on San Francisco in the 1980s, and the theater
i Which the mermaid performs is based on the War Mermonal Opera House 1n
San Francisco.

The mermaid is a stand-in for Helen's experiences, a woman who wenled (o
escape {0 another world and manages lo make it there at the cost of her abilty
{0 communicate, The mermaid's transition from a workd hat resermbles a Hong
Kong wuia film 1o 19805 Sen Francisco mirrors the way Helen envisions her
own journcy from Vietmam to the United States.
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I've always thought of “The Little Mermaid™ as a story about immigration,
Even though Andersen’s version i the most widely recognized, it was hardly
the frst, Some of the characters and names in this comic have been shifted
around as & nod 10 the 1938 hallet Gadine, which was based onan 1811 novella
by German Romantic writer Friedrich Heinrich Karl de la Motte Fougué. The
dance segments were referenced rom footage of Dame Margol Fonteyn us he
waler sprile Ondine, a role thet was explicily created for her. The memaids
allet dress s modeled after Fonteyn’s costume or (e balll,

‘Ihe common thread between the novel, the ballet, and the children’s story 1s
the tregedy of the mermaid. She s a figure who atiempis to ransiton between
two worlds, and i most instances she ‘ais and dies. [ wanted to show Helen
tecognizing her son's desire for a ilTeren! narvative, She might ol yet be able
o discuss the nuances of queerncss at length, but that docsn't slop her Fom
doing her best 1o find a way to make her love and support known, even if she
needs 0 break from traditon and make do with what she knows.

Natural hybrid languages are informal,
The uninitated might hear two broken
lmguages hastily cobbled  together,
but the interweaving Vietnamese and
English hybrid T speak with my family is
ncredibly special to me.

11'sthesound of people rom very diferent
worlds doing thei best (o come logether
and make each other fael at home
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Bonus artwork

Mather and 5on Between Steries

Before | started uriting the baok | had draun

o few drafts sased on nonnarrative projects

I nad prewiusly done. This was fhe very earliest
conceptian of one unified story=the girl in fhe
fattered coat, the girl uearing the fish’ drese, and
1he ltfle mermaid are ol present

Cover Line fit (opposite page)

This ias o fun image fo draw! Qur designer, Patrick
Cratty, s responsible for the colors on the cover.

| drew several sriall fhumbnail illustrations o
preferred compositions, and tis was the one ue
selected.




OceanofPDF.com



https://oceanofpdf.com/

flera on the Cavch and Alera Under he Furs

The first fairy fale Tiéh reads is ‘Taltercoats " and fhaf

one reqired fhe most preparalion in ferms of drauing. | had
conceived of the baok a5 a blackandwhite pro ject, 5o of fhis
stage | vas concerned about making svre | could adegrately
ix very different textures hile vorbing in one ling weigh’

I combined sfippling and hatching fo give the fabrics the llvsion
of iridescence. | ove putfing very mitpicky patterns right next
folarge areas of empty space, I gives fhe pictire nice visval
fension, Ulfimately, the limiled palette in the book helped carry
the different fextres, 5o canld rely on calor valve on fop of
textures. [t really saved my urist!
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Character Concepts

These character
draliings vere more
for ty benef t han
anyone else's
|actvally started
drawing the book
before | made these.
1 same peint

I realized that it would
be easier 1o pave
adrawing of fhese
characters pined
#p somedhere than
o kezp referring to
finithed pages.
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Unfinished Page

The frovble with vorking tradiionally is / ¥

that sometimas you get taofar info o (4
drouing before you realize it doesn't vork.

Ididthis o few fimes before | decided fo

suitch over to digital drowing fo help hit

my deadlines. | really loved this imoge of

lera dancing with the prince, b [ had

composed the page in o wey that didrt

work with the Speech balloans.

Tolip Press

for ‘Toftercoats,"! laoked

of a ot of contemporary

qouns. This vas another

wey for me fo prachice /’ i
inmerprefing real fabrics
in drauing ahere [ vas
restricted by o rigid line
weight. ffter this druing,
I felf more confdent
approximatingfabrics with
rothing but cots and lines.
Thit dress is based on o
Pior dress from fhe fall
1011 covture eallectian.
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Press of Midnight and Press of Starlight

These fuo images were made once | hed finalized the look of fuo of
flere's dresses. I needed images ta reference for the book that wovld
stay largely cansistent, 20 | drew these. The background frames

are laosely based on some of the architecture from the Basilica of
Sarta Crace in Florence, Mfaly. They vere draun aliest enfirely
traditionally, and then | cobbled thet together digitaly.
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7l

and
like t
that

tol

| will
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