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THANK YOU
FOR BRINGING
ME HERE.

I KNOW YOU Love

SOMMERLAND, TOO, BUT...
YOU DON'T STRIKE ME AS
THE SENTIMENTAL SORT.

I COULDN'T
AGREE MORE.
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PARK, BUT THE ACTUAL
SOMMERLAND.
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IT'S THE CHOICES YOU MAKE AND
THE HARD WORK YOU DO.

N 7
WELL, T'VE BEEN WORKING
AS HARD AS T CAN FOR THIS.
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LAST TIME, I HAD NO IDEA
WHAT TO EXPECT. THIS TIME,
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AND IF T CAN HELP IT,
YOU'LL BE BANNED FROM
THIS PARK FOR THE REST
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IT WASN'T SO BAD, THOUGH. MY
ROOM WAS SMALL BUT NEAT.
SEEING IT MADE ME BOTH EXCITED
AND ANXIOUS TO BE LIVING ON MY
OWN FOR THE FIRST TIME.

1 WAS JUST AS EXCITED
TO MEET MY ROOMMATE.
1 HOPED WE WOULD

BECOME BEST FRIENDS.

SHE MUST BE A
SOMMERLAND SUPERFAN,
LIKE YOU. T'M SURE YOU'LL
GET ALONG GREAT.

DAD HELPED ME BRING IN ALL MY
THINGS. MY LIFE PACKED INTO ONE
SUITCASE AND FIVE CARDBOARD
BOXES. EVERYTHING T WOULD NEED
FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS. I

JUST ME, MY EMPTY DORM, AND THE
EXPECTATION OF TWELVE WEEKS OF
FREEDOM.
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OKAY? EVERYONE DANCES
AROUND THE WORDS, BUT

I KNOW WHAT THEY'RE
THINKING.
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ARE NO FAT
PRINCESSES IN
SOMMERLAND.

y \
( TABI..DON'T
N SAY THAT.
THERE AREN'T
ANY PRINCESSES WHO Joames
LOOK LIKE ME.

CURVY. PLUMP. VOLUPTUOUS.
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WHAT YOU CALL IT, THE FACTS P
STAY THE SAME.
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TO BE RID OF

THIS THING.
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MERCHANDISE? GUEST
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CHARACTER ACTOR,
ACTUALLY.

REALLY?

NICELY DONE!
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KITTY WISE.

1 DRESSED UP A4S KITTY
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IN A ROW WHEN I WAS A KID. IT'S PART
OF THE REASON 1 WANTED
TO GO INTO COSTUMING.

THANKS! T'M...
EXCITED, TOO,

T-SHIRTS, STOCKINGS. T'LL GO GET
THE COSTUME AND BRING IT OVER
TO THE DRESSING ROOM.

YOU'LL NEED SOME
HELP GETTING IN AND OUT
OF IT. USUALLY, THAT'LL BE

YOUR ATTENDANT, BUT 1
CAN HELP TODAY.
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SURE. THE
PARK DOESN'T CLOSE
FOR TWO MORE
HOURS.

I ALWAYS WONDERED WHAT WAS
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REALLY? MY ULTIMATE GOAL IS5 TO
BECOME ONE OF THE ACTORS.

50. JAMES.
HOW LONG HAvE I MEAN, TM
YOU WORKED SURE EVERYONE SAYS
THAT AT FIRST, BUT..WELL,
1 REALLY, REALLY WANT

TO MAKE IT
HAPPEN.

I GOT ASSIGNED
TO A FOOD STAND
TODAY. WHICH, YOU KNOW,
ALITTLE OVER IT'S FINE. T'LL DO MY BEST.
4 YEAR, SINCE RIGHT BUT ACTOR AUDITIONS

AFTER GRADUATION. BEEN 4 ARE NEXT WEEK, AND
CHARACTER ATTENDANT FOR I CAN'T WAIT!
. MOST OF THAT TIME.

y I MEAN..ANY OF THE N ’
YOU'RE NOT TRYING
OUT FOR ONE OF THE CHARACTERS WOULD BE GREAT.

THEY BRING S0 MUCH JOY
7
RINCEDSES) T HOPE? TO THE GUESTS...

\






images/00824.jpg
1 AM HURRYING AS
FAST AS T CAN!

/ HONESTLY, YOU MUST
HAVE THE BLADDER OF
AN EIGHTY-{EAR-OLD.
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WHEN I WAS FIVE YEARS OLD,
T KNEW ALL ABOUT TRUE LOVE.

TRUE LOVE WAS BOLD AND FEARLESS.
TRUE LOVE WAS ETERNAL.
TRUE LOVE CONQUERED ALL.

TRUE LOVE ALWAYS ENDED WITH
A HAPPILY EVER AFTER.

TABI, SWEETHEART, COULD
YOU HELP SET THE TABLE? IT'S
ALMOST TIME FOR DINNER.
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JUST IMAGINE.

SHE COULD BE UP
THERE RIGHT T KNOW. T CHECK.
Now. THE WINDOW EVERY TIME |
T WALK BY, BUT I HAVEN'T

SEEN HER YET.

YOUR ICE CREAM
1S MELTING.
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KNOW ABOUT
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DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM 5 B\ (EEKS BEFORE 1
[ THE NACHO STAND. = NOTICED IT.
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BUT BY THE TIME I STEPPED OFF
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. — WAY BACK TO THE DORM.
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SORRY. IT'S JUST...

T'M NEW. I HAD ORIENTATION
TODAY. AND I'M S0, 50 EXCITED
TO BE WORKING HERE. T'VE WANTED
THIS FOR SO LONG, AND I IMAGINED
THAT EVERYONE WHO WORKED
HERE MUST BE S0 HAPPY TO BE
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PLACE, BUT...

===

WELL, LIKE
YOU SAID. MOSTLY, IT'S 3 v
JUST BEEN 4 LOT OF WHAT AN
WHINING. AND OVER TRIVIAL. HONOR IT CAN BE. TO BE

STUFF, TOO. PART OF THE MAGIC.
- —

EXACTLY!

IM TABI, BY

THE WAY.
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THE REST OF THE WEEK §a=3
WAS 4 LOT OF THE SAME. |

HI WELCOME N
TO NACHO MAMA'S S |

NACHOS. WHAT CAN T =il AL -
GET FOR YOU? T 6OT BETTER AT

THE CASH REGISTER.

GUESS 1S PRETTY GOOD FOR
SOMEONE'S FIRST WEEK.

¥ ONCE HAD A GUY CHOP OFF THE

TIP OF HIS PINKIE FINGER. AND HE WAS
DICING GHOST PEPPERS AT THE TIME,
SO YOU KNOW THAT WASN'T ANY FUN.,

~aw T
j L \\ \ : ’
i . W
\ ENJOY! AND T N
HOPE YOU HAVE & \

it PICANTE DAY! BEFORE I KNE
[~ A ' BIG DAY HAD A
IT WASN'T MY DREAM JOB, BUT THE DAYS 3 |

WENT FAST, AND I WAS DETERMINED TO -

MAKE THE BEST OF IT.

il
W IT, THE

RRIVED.

—
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I'M DESTINED TO
BE ROYALTY. I MEAN,
LOOK AT ME!

; v
OH YEAH? YOU'LL
MAKE A GREAT SUIT

EVERYONE, THIS CHARACTER.

15 TABI.

SHE
AND T BONDED
IMMEDIATELY OVER
OUR SHARED DESIRE /
TO BE CHARACTER 2 "
ACTRESSES. 4~
/ TOO TALL TO
UH..KYRA'S GOING TO THE BE MUNCH OR GRANIMAL,
ROOMMATE? AUDITIONS BUT JUST ABOUT RIGHT
FOR KITTY WISE.

THANKS, 1 6UESS? T
MEAN, ID BE HAPPY PLAYING
KITTY WISE IF THAT'S WHAT

THE PARK NEEDS,
BUT..

ULTIMATELY,
I'D REALLY LOVE TO
BE A PRINCESS, TOO.
LIKE KYRA.
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JUST A4S I'D EXPECTED..JAMES
WAS A SUPERSTAR ATTENDANT.

)

> .
— =
e "‘|
PEEKABOO! =
v Al & was rLaveuL wren ve
NEEDED TO BE PLAYFUL..

S&oas &

COME ON.. UST
WANNA GIVE THE
*L KITTY CAT A HUG..

\\“-.
| |

THIS IS A FAMILY PARK.
A MAYBE COME BACK WHEN &
[\ /OURE SOBER.

..AND STRICT WHEN HE i
NEEDED TO BE STRICT.
u

1 CAN'T BELIEVE TM
CRYING... T'M SORRY...

HE DIDN'T FUMBLE WITH CAMERAS, HE
ALWAYS HAD THE AUTOGRAPH BOOK

OPEN TO A BLANK PAGE, AND HE KNEW WHILE STILL SOMEHOW KNOWING
HOW TO KEEP THE LINE MOVING. WHEN I NEEDED 4 LITTLE EXTRA TIME

TO MAKE A GUEST'S DAY.
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You
6UYS DID
GREAT! HAVE
FUN OUT

T WAS TREMBLING WITH
EXCITEMENT AS 1
APPROACHED THE TABLE,
EYEING THE WHITE
STICKERS WITH OUR
NAMES PRINTED ON EACH
MANILA ENVELOPE.

DON'T
FORGET TO ‘h
GRAB YOUR THEY HAVE

PACKETS FROM YOUR JOB,
THE TABLE! _  LOCATION, AND

YOUR FIRST
WEEK'S
\_ SCHEDULE.

HERE WE GO! TABITHA
LAURIE. WELCOME TO
SOMMERLAND.

ENVELOPE. I KNEW I WOULDN'T BE CAST
AS A CHARACTER YET, BUT 1 STILL DREAMED
OF WHAT OTHER JOBS MIGHT AWAIT ME.

24

SOON, T WOULD KNOW
MY FATE.
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Q Sommerland Secrets
Q Sommerfand audition secrets
Q Sommerland character actors
Q Sommerland Princess Madeline
Q_ Sommeriand coronation day
Q Sommerland character dance
Q Sommerland characters breaking character

Ten Tips For Nailing Your Sommerland
Character Auditions!

om/watch/vid

Q Sommerland Prince Xavier punches guest |

Q. Sommerland Prince Xavier

Q' Sommerland Prince Xavier song

Q Sommerland Prince Xavier cosplay
Q_ Sommerland Prince crown diy

Q. Sommerland Prince Xavier coronati
Q_ Sommerland prince parade float

Q' Sommerland prince dance

Tips For Nailing Your Sommerland
racter Auditions!
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IT8 NOT
S0 BAD...

BUT SOMETIMES IT

Z GIVES ME A HEADACHE
NOT THAT BY THE END OF MY

ANYONE COULD
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AY

THOUGH I FELT LIKE 1 COULD COLLAPSE R
AT ANY MINUTE, 1T SOMEHOW MADE IT ALL
THE WAY BACK TO MY DORM...

& W 7, \ / =

WHOA.
TOUGH FIRST
> DAY?

THAT'S TOO BAD. IM AT
THE CASTLE GIFT SHOP, RIGHT NEXT TO
THE MAGIC CARPET RIDE. IT WAS NICE. AIR-
CONDITIONED. KIND OF SLOW ALL DAY. I MOSTLY
N\ JUST REARRANGED PLUSH TOYS AND TRIED ON,

’ R lg&}. STUFF FROM THE JEWELRY COUNTER. 4 N\
Wy BOSS h = ' ‘
EVEN LET ME =
' I
<y

H7
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WE WERE LED ONTO A STAGE IN .
FRONT OF THE JUDGES AND TOLD HELLO.

MY NAME IS KYRA
THEY'D BE SCORING US INDIVIDUALLY. SPACENOBRISON, P&

SUCH A PLEASURE
TO BE HERE!

NO ONE HAD TOLD ME
AS YOU KNOU, ALMOST THERE WOULD BE DANCING
ALL OF OUR CHARACTERS INVOLVED. T HADN'T
ARE EXPECTED TO DANCED SINCE DROPPING
PERFORM IN SOMMERLAND'S A QUICK AND EASY DANCE OUT OF BALLET CLASS
CELEBRATORY PARADES. ROUTINE S0 WE CAN WHEN I WAS FOUR.

THROUGH THE
ROUTINE ONCE, AND
YOU CaN FOLLOW

SECOND TIME.
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NO WaY!
INGRITH TOLD ME YOU
{ were pLavING OUR FaVORITE
\ FURBALL NOW, BUT I DIDN'T
BELIEVE HER.

NO ONE MAKES
THE SRIRACHA STACK
QUITE LIKE YOU. WHY? HAVEN'T YOU MANAGED
TO SMOOTH-TALK ANYONE
ELSE INTO GIVING YOU FREE
SNACKS EVERY DAY?

<
18P

SHOCKINGLY, NO!
AND THEY TASTE SO MUCH

BETTER WHEN I DON'T HAVE
TO PA{ FOR THEM!
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NACHO MAMA'S WAS KNOWN FOR

THEIR UNUSUAL NACHO CREATIONS.
SURE, THERE WAS THE STANDARD
FARE. SHREDDED CHICKEN, GUACAMOLE,
GLOOPY CHEESE SAUCE.

BUT CUSTOMERS COULD ALSO ASK FOR MAC 'N'
CHEESE, SRIRACHA POPCORN SHRIMP, AND EVEN SWEET

y / TOPPINGS, LIKE MAPLE-CRUSTED WAFFLE BITES.
= SOMETIMES, PEOPLE

’ ORDERED ALL OF THE ABOVE

v ‘ AND MORE.

1 SPENT THE REST OF THE DAY
LEARNING THE QUICKEST WAY TO CHOP
ONIONS. HOW TO OPERATE THE FRYER.
THE PRECISE AMOUNT OF TORTILLA
CHIPS TO USE ON EACH ORDER.

HS
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CHAPTER FOUR

The Wigl\inca[ Pond
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THANK YOU
50 MUCH FOR DOING
THIS. T'VE BEEN
DREAMING--

V\‘yﬁ el T
ek

R RIDE |
EAVING. /i

% g w’ﬁ/f;ﬁ

S

A
/

W ¢ g /(

i \=

T N y

( ia
SN\

P 3
l/

7 L
-4
HURRY, HUR
GET ON!

RY!
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PLEASE KNOW THAT THESE..THESE...
EX-TEAM MEMBERS WERE NEVER
AUTHORIZED TO BE ON THAT FLOAT.

THIS GIRL IS NOT
ONE OF THE MADELINE
ACTRESSES.

WE ARE DEDICATED TO
ACCURATE PORTRAYALS OF YOUR
\ CHARACTERS AT EVERY EVENT,
AND WE WOULD NEVER-

<
Q’/A

i

2.

\
THAT 1S ENOUGH.

BEST TO SAVE THE

MELODRAMA FOR THE
SCREEN, YES?

WHAT IS YOUR
> NAME?

(4

‘ni?.
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1AM KITTY WISE!

L AM AMAZING! 1 51DE SOMMERLAND

ROYALTY TO VICTORY, I FIGHT
FOR GOOD, I ALWAYS MAKE TIME
TO CHASE SOME YARN AND MAKE
A GENERAL NUISANCE OF

1 AM A CHARACTER ACTOR IN
SOMMERLAND, AND I AM READY TO
MAKE SOME MAGIC!
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I COULD TACK THE

WHICH WOULD KEEP IT FROM
REVEALING ANYTHING.

WE DO HAVE A MADELINE
CLOAK FOR SPECIAL
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A WISHING POND
THAT CHASTISES YOU
FOR WISHING.

HOW VERY
SOMMERLAND.

IT WASN'T WHICH, ODDLY ENOUGH,
CHASTISING YOU FOR A MIGHT BE EXACTLY WHAT T
WISHING. JUST...

I KNOW, I KNOW.
REMINDING YOU THAT

sk WISHING ONLY GETS
YOU 80 FAR.
T~ a W
— [
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SPOTTING THEM

TAKES SOME PRACTICE,
BUT ONCE YOU DO, YOU'LL
START SEEING THEM
EVERYWHERE.

THEY SAY THERE ARE
MORE THAN A THOUSAND
IN THE PARK. I'VE FOUND

ABOUT HALF THAT

D
-
Ol

3
ow.
M THE

1B
P IN THE WIN
SECOND FR
LEFT.

g

' ’ NEXT TIME YOU'RE IN THE HALL

OF ROYALTY, LOOK UP. YOU CAN
SEE HIDDEN KITTIES IN THE
CHANDELIERS.

WOULDN'T
LIE ABOUT
| HIDDEN
KITTIES.
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EACH NACHO CREATION BY HEART, AND THE INS
AND OUTS OF RECOMMENDED SUBSTITUTIONS

1 MEMORIZED THE MENU, MAKING SURE I KNEW =
FOR GUESTS WITH FOOD SENSITIVITIES.

WHICH IS &4 LOT
MORE DIFFICULT
THAN IT SOUNDS.

Hé
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TABI, THE DRESS
LOOKS FINE. WHAT'S
THE PROBLEM?

‘ :vlv;.‘, N

[ A

o W)

THE DRESS IS TOO

PSS [ svaiL. we canr cet
THE ZIPPER UP.
T N N
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% NOT BE S0 SURE, l -
4, ABOUT THAT. Q8

ONLY SIXTY-TWO
GUESTS DURING A ONE-
HOUR SHIFT? THAT 1S
UNACCEPTABLE, ESPECIALLY
FOR KITTY WISE!

TABITHA
LAURIE?

WE HAVE HIGH

EXPECTATIONS OF OUR

CHARACTERS, MISS LAURI

|

AS THIS 1S YOUR

E.

FIRST DAY,

WE WILL LET IT SLIDE. BUT I TRUST
THIS WILL NOT HAPPEN AGAIN.
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% KNOW. BUT

YOU'LL GET THE
HANG OF IT.

e o
WELCOME BACK TO
MY CHANNEL! IN TODAY'S DANCE
ROUTINE, WE'LL BE LEARNING SOME
BASIC WALTZ STEPS TO KEEP
YOU ON YOUR TOES!
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I.UM.

> T HOPE

=

/I

.AND WE RETURNED
TO REALITY.

7

i ; o -
ES? |
(e
- WHAT
S WERE you
THINKING ?
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CHAPTER TEN

The Parade
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YOU'RE BEING GIVEN
AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A
LOT OF PEOPLE VERY HAPPY
HERE IN SOMMERLAND.

THANK YOU
FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY.
I WON'T LET YOU DOWN.

126

1 BELIEVE,

IF YOU GIVE IT A CHANCE,
YOU'LL FIND THIS ROLE
TO BE ENORMOUSLY
SATISFYING.

BUT OF COURSE,
YOU DON'T HAVE TO ACCEPT THE
ROLE, IF YOU FEEL IT ISN'T
RIGHT FOR YOU...
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—

YOU'RE TOO STIFF.
YOU LOOK LIKE YOU'RE GEARING
UP FOR A FIGHT, NOT GETTING
READY TO DANCE.

JUST..TRY TO
RELAX & LITTLE. 60
WITH THE FLOW.

A7

é3
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REMEMBER WHEN
YOU TOLD ME YOU HAVE
TROUBLE MELDING THE ACTORS,
WITH THE CHARACTERS THEY,
PORTRAY?

I'M BEGINNING
TO SEE WHAT YOU

REALLY? AREN'T
YOU ROOMMATES
WITH KYRA?

KYRA'S NOT 50
BAD. SHE HAS HER
MOMENTS.

ALL THE PARK

= RESTAURANTS WILL BE /
e PACKED, BUT I KNOW A PIZzA
PLACE ONE BUS STOP

195
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Epilogue
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3 IT CANNOT BE
[ DENIED THAT YOU DO
| NOT LOOK EXACTLY HOW

I CONCEIVED OF THE
PRINCESS.

E BUT IT ALSO SEEMS
CLEAR THAT YOU DO HAVE MUCH
IN COMMON. DETERMINATION.

I1DONOT
BELIEVE YOU RUINED
ANYONE'S MAGIC.

BESIDES, I WAS

WATCHING DURING THE
PARADE TONIGHT. T SAW THE
FACES IN THAT CROWD.

IF ANYTHING,
I THINK YOU MAY HAVE
SPARKED SOME NEW
DREAMS TONIGHT.
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I LOVE SOMMERLAND i
WITH ALL MY HEART. THE WORLD T'VE LONGED TO
AND CHARACTERS YOU'VE CREATED PLAY THE PART OF PRINCESS
I\ HAVE BEEN SUCH AN ENORMOUS "D\ MADELINE SINCE I WAS A

UTTLE GIRL.

I MEAN, I KNOW ALL THE
DANCE STEPS...
AND I THOUGHT THIS

T T
D \ vet :z m;nggl',(vnc_.Hmce. @

239





images/00038.jpg
Nk \
o e
r WHERE'S PRINCE CS .‘“ . W
HENRY? 5o @ % > HE COMES
A» ‘\C‘ ';\ || IR iNow!
RN /AL e
ﬁ' “ ,‘ \\? /,"l,"a‘,
N S\ / ‘ AR
bY; 74 o
FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK! N J 2\ ll%
HENRY HAS BEEN TENDING TO Y g2 SN
HIS HORSE, BUT TVE HEARD A gL ”/‘&
RUMOR HE'S GOING TO STOP BY £ 1l l
AND VISIT US REALLY SOON. ol | LS
5 SILLY PRINCE. WE JUST
7 / SAW EACH OTHER THIS MORNING
DURING OUR FALCONRY LESSON

WITH SIR HELIOS.
MADELINE, MY LOVE! THE SIGHT
OF YOU GIVES WINGS TO MY
LONESOME HEART!

AND THE
HOURS THAT HAVE
PASSED IN YOUR
ABSENCE HAVE BEEN

‘ BUT TORTURE,
m_‘
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AFTER THAT FIRST IMPRESSION,

THOUGH, ORIENTATION DAY TURNED = 1| WE SAT THROUGH HOUR AFTER HOUR F————
OUT TO BE ONE OF THE MOST . il OF RULES, GUIDELINES, SAFETY TIPS, |
TEDIOUS DAYS OF MY ENTIRE LiFe. [\ I| anD PrOCEDURES. !
1 T = IT WAS ENOUGH TO PUT EVEN THE
il i " & & MOST ENTHUSIASTIC SPIRITERS
i I ‘I - ¢ TO SLEEP.
H W ]U. B Ll = = ""].f{iii e,,i,‘
{® || i
J A BN N7 ..AND ALWAYS
A T REMEMBER,
e : UPSTANDING
g i = SAFETY BEGINS
< 2 - P WITH U
m
TEAM MEMBERS
MUST ADHERE TO THE Y
SOMMERLAND LOOK AT NO UNNATURAL U ST
ALL TIMES DURING HAIR COLORS, BE "ON" AT ALL
THEIR SHIFTS, NO FACIAL MBS WHiE
) 974 PIERCINGS.. o AR
% YOUR
S \ ) e
\w UNIFORM,
a /
o -.AND
¢ ABSOLUTELY NO -
USIBLETATIOOE! = I/ \ever BREAK CHARACTER,
1 DON'T CARE IF YOU OR YOU RISK DISRUPTING
HAVE THE GREAT KITTY ||\, THE MAGIC FOR OUR
WISE INKED ON YOUR GUESTS!
SKIN--TATTOOS ARE
A BIG NO-NO!

AND NEVER, EVER FORGET,
THE MOST IMPORTANT ACCESSORY
FOR ANY TEAM MEMBER...

&
0.
S
g , A
= A
N N4 O 7
\ <@ o (S >
20
< g
IF YOU S o -l
NEED TO GIVE
DIRECTIONS, MAKE OR BETTER
SURE TO USE YET, 40U CAN , s,
THE PATENTED PERSONALLY WALK - :
SOMMERLAND THE GUEST ‘
WHOLE-HAND TO THEIR 1
POINT/ DESTINATION!
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ARE
YOU HOT IN
A\, THERE?

YOU'D THINK THERED "\
BE LABOR LAWS AGAINST
THOSE COSTUMES IN THIS
SORT OF HEAT.

B

()
YES,

AN s FuppING HOT
A\ Here!

/ ' BUT KITTY WISE CAN'T

TALK. SO I DIDN'T.

4
THEN..I BET )} _

é I CONTINUED TO
SHE'S HOT! l SWEAT IN SILENCE.
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DTS TIGIS  HTINS AGYIST PUTTUHS Yusat

Sommtciund Tree Leve Atrer

I8 Prince Xavier Smackdown! Sommerland
character actor goes BALLISTIC, PUNCHES guest!

Prince Xavier Park Compilation

character
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DO BETTER
\, TOMORROW.

AND DON'T
FORGET YOUR
ILE!

TOMORROW,
KITTY CAT.
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EVEN THOUGH A& PART OF ME KNEW
THEY WERE ONLY ACTORS, HEARING
PRINCESS MADELINE SAY THOSE WORDS
REAFFIRMED FOR ME THAT TRUE LOVE

= DID EXIST IN THE WORLD.

AND IT WAS RIGHT THERE,

IN THAT MAGICAL PLACE
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MARISSA MEYER

is the #1 New York Times—bestselling author of
the Gilded duology; the Lunar Chronicles series;
the Renegades trilogy; Heartless; the graphic
novel Wires and Nerve duology; the middle
grade novel Let It Glow with Joanne Levy; and
the YA rom-coms /fnstant Karma and With a
Little Luck. She is also the author of 7he Happy
Writer as well as the creator and host of 7he
Happy Writer podcast. She lives in Tacoma,
Washington, with her husband and their two

daughters. Visit her at matissameyet.com.

JOELLE MURRAY

is an illustrator and animator who loves creat-
ing the cute and colorful. She has illustrated
several children’s books, including Libby Loves
Science, Vivi Loves Science, and First Broom.
She currently works as an illustrator and char-
acter designer for the Khan Academy Kids app,
and her illustrations have been featured in var-
ious short stories there. She lives in the Bay
Area, California, with her dachshund, Peanut.
We Could Be Magic is her first graphic novel.
Visit her at joellemutrayart.com.
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G'NIGHT! TLL SEE YOU
TOMORROW!

Team Members
Oaly =3

STILL IN VIEW OF
GUESTS?

A CODE FOUR -
COSTUME VIOLATION,
YOU KNOW. 4
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4 SOMETIMES OUR SCHEDULE HAD
US DOING MEET AND GREETS AT
ONE OF THE PARK'S RESTAURANTS.

ALL WE HAD TO DO WAS
'} VISIT A FEW TABLES, TAKE |
§ A FEW PHOTOS, AND LEAVE.

BUT THAT WASN'T §~
600D ENOUGH
FOR JAMES.

1 FOUND YOU,
KITTY WISE! NOW IT'S
MY TURN TO HIDE! /
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GROUP A,
WE'RE READY FOR
YOU NOW.

I KNOW THE ROYALS GET ALL THE
GLORY, BUT WOULDN'T YOU JUST LOVE
TO PLAY A VILLAIN FOR ONCE?

T~

SOMMERLAND MUNICH A FEW YEARS
AGO, SO AUDITIONING TODAY 1S
A REALLY JUST A FORMALITY.

s
WELL, SHE'S
MY ROOMMATE, BUT
I DON'T REALLY

ANOW HER...
' HEY, DOES ANYONE
WANT TO GET FROYO 4§

AFTER THIS?

SHOULD we
INVITE--

NO, NO. SHE...
DOESN'T
LIKE ICE CREAM.

LIKE PRINCESS LEILANI IF
I SMILE LIKE THIS?
OR LIKE THIS?
OR HOW ABOUT
THIS?
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FOR YOUNG MARISSA, AND FOR EVERYONE WHO WAS
EVER TOLD THEY DIDN'T FIT THE PART -M. M.

DEDICATED TO TRE, MY PARTNER IN CRIME
AND COCONSPIRATOR IN IMAGINARY WORLDS.
THIS ONE'S FOR YOU, BRO. —J. M.

A FEIWEL AND FRIENDS BOOK
AN IMPRINT OF MACMILLAN PUBLISHING GROUP, LLC
120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, NY 10271 - FIERCEREADS.COM
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ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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PLEASE CONTACT THE MACMILLAN CORPORATE AND PREMIUM SALES DEPARTMENT AT
1-800-221-7945, EXT.5442, OR BY E-MAIL AT MACMILLANSPECIALMARKETS@MACMILLAN.COM.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CONTROL NUMBER: 2024940834

FIRST EDITION, 2025
BOOK DESIGN BY LISA VEGA
ART DIRECTION BY SHARISMAR RODRIGUEZ
FEIWEL AND FRIENDS LOGO DESIGNED BY FILOMENA TUOSTO
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THE PUBLISHER OF THIS BOOK DOES NOT AUTHORIZE THE USE OR REPRODUCTION OF ANY
PART OF THIS BOOK IN ANY MANNER FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRAINING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
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OF THE EUROPEAN UNION DIGITAL SINGLE MARKET DIRECTIVE 2019/790.
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A 7 i %
SOMETINES WE TAUGHT | %\ (%2
B

OUR GUESTS TO DANCE. ’

FOR ONE KID'S
2§ FIFTH BIRTHDAY...

%
}'
[

; VAN y
:=/ ‘;&

%

..AND JAMES HELPED ME SNEAK
AWAY TO RIDE THE GOLD
MOUNTAIN ROLLER COASTER FOR

E ONE KID'S NINETY-FIFTH.
L N A A )
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UH-OH, THE
PRINCE'S BREECHES
ARE IN A TWIST.

CHILL OUT,
YOUR HIGHNESS.
WE'RE JUST--

JUST WHAT?
BEING JERKS?

/ DUDE, PRETTY
WHOA, DUDE! SURE IT'S A CAT.
ARE YOU GUYS ALLOWED 1\ [ o
TO TALK TO A GUEST
LIKE THAT?

WAIT TILL T TELL
THAT STUPID BUNNY
ABOUT THIS. HE'LL GET
YOU FIRED FOR SURE.

SECURITY?
NO, MaN. IT'S COOL.
WE'RE LEAVING.

WHAT DO YOU SAY,
PRINCESS? 6OT TIME FOR A
QUICK ROYAL RENDEZVOUS
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THE CORONATION DOESN'T
START UNTIL SIX O'CLOCK, WITH

THE PARADE AT EIGHT. =
. WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO
GET BACK HERE WITH PLENTY OF
TIME TO FIND & DECENT SPOT
TO WATCH THE FESTIVITIES.

T WOULDN'T BE 50 SURE. T
HEARD PECPLE WERE CLAIMING
THEIR SPOTS THE SECOND THE
GATES OPENED THIS MORNING.

YOU FORGET. WELL, THEN. T'LL
FORMER VIP TOUR HAVE VERY HIGH

I KNOW ALL THE
BEST PLACES.

SPEAKING OF
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L N womMmy! KITTY WISE
o= I5 DOING THE PEE
N\ PEE DANCE! _(

\-

. @’
U
K
f

B
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AND LOOK! THAT
OVERGROWN CAT 1S
HERE, TOO!

)
|

/ . ‘ | |
N} SO
o

y/

/ !v CAN I GET A PICTURE ' \

ITH ALL THREE OF YOU? S \
VEETTTOBA

/\
#

y
U
s

YOU RUN ALONG NOW,
YOU LITTLE MONGREL, AND
\ HAVE A SUPERBLY

YES, MY FELINE
Q| FRIEND? WHAT CAN T
DO FOR YOU?

N

167
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THERE 15 NO WAY
JUST DON'T A I COULD DRAG YOUR
FAINT WHEN WE'RE FURRY DERRIERE ALL
OUT THERE. = THE WAY BACK HERE.

He
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IF THE DORMITORIES HAD BEEN
UNDERWHELMING, WALKING INTO
SOMMERLAND ACADEMY ON
ORIENTATION DAY WAS ANYTHING BUT.

MEMBERS WERE TRAINED, TURNED OUT TO BE
ALL T'D HOPED FOR AND MORE.

THE COMPLEX WAS SMALL §2/
COMPARED TO THE

GIGANTIC THEME PARK,

BUT NOT A DETAIL HAD

IT FELT LIKE
WALKING INTO
A FAIRY TALE.

LIKE COMING
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PRINCESS MADELINE
OF THE ENCHANTED

Y "\]wy//‘é

PRINCESS. WHY WERE
YOU ON THAT PARADE
FLOAT TONIGHT?
el
WERE YOU, AS BARBARA
SUGGESTS, ATTEMPTING
TO MAKE & MOCKERY OF
SOMMERLAND AND ALL IT
STANDS FOR?
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e

OKAY, THAT'S ENOUGH!
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I MIGHT BE AN USHER,
HELPING LAUNCH GUESTS ON
THE RIDE OF THEIR LIVES.

OR 4 VIP TOUR GUIDE, WHERE
1 COULD IMPRESS OUR GUESTS
] WITH ALL MY BEHIND-THE-SCENES

SOMMERLAND KNOWLEDGE.

‘a |
O

9| gj?ll H}’, i‘
L k. 1

25
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THAT I HAD BEEN WRONG ABOUT EVERYTHING.

BUT BY THE TIME I WAS SIX YEARS OLD, 1 REALIZED

THAN BROCCOUI? a

HONESTLY. WOULD L=
IT KILL YOU TO LEARN
HOW TO COOK REAL FOOD?
WELL, EXCUSE ME
MAYBE A VEGETABLE OTHER SABNCT I RING et hoaET

FOR YOU ON A SILVER PLATTER.

IND BRAISED LEEKS ARRANGED

I AMBUT A LOWLY SERVANT,

& AFTER ALL.
e, & @
MORE LIKE
& TEN-YEAR-OLD
: . N\ STUCK IN & GROWN
\ NS ; - MAN'S BODY. //{’{
THEY TOLD ME THEY WERE GETTING

- # DIVORCE. MAYBE I SHOULD HAVE
ﬁ i SEEN IT COMING, BUT I DIDN'T.

w% o I'D HEARD THEM FIGHTING, BUT T

A 3 “':' FIGURED IT WOULD PASS, THAT IT
@ WAS A PHASE. ¥
U ‘

BUT THAT
WAaS A LIE.

THERE WAS, HOWEVER, A CONSOLATION PRIZE. MY
PARENTS DIDN'T CALL IT THAT, BUT THAT'S EXACTLY
WHAT IT WAS.

TO MAKE UP FOR MY COMPLETE AND UTTER DEVASTATION,
DAD DECIDED TO TAKE ME ON A TRIP. JUST ME AND HIM.

TO THE MOST MAGICAL PLACE
IN THE WORLD.
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OH, KITTY WISE.
YOU GET STRANGER
EVERY DAY.

7
i/

N2,
Wi
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i( seueve vE, )
A\ _we wont. ),

"\\ WAITING MASSES SHOULD fi
—— YOU NEED ME!
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MAKE
YOU?! WHAT ARE
YOU TALKING
ABOUT?
PRINCESS LEILANI
15 YOUR FAVORITE. YOUNE
BEEN LOOKING FORWARD
TO MEETING HER FOR
MONTHS!

YOU CAN'T
MAKE ME!

1 CHANGED
MY MIND. T
DON'T WANT

WE'RE HERE TO MEET PRINCESS

JUST LIKE YOU WANTED!

I'M SORRY, = < 3
SWEETHEART, BUT.THAT'S % BECAUSE...
REALLY NOT AN OPTION. WE'VE BEEN 32 BECAUSE...
SAVING UP FOR THIS TRIP FOR AGES. $
YOUR DAD HAS ALREADY WAITED IN
LINE FOR AN HOUR. 5
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UPSTANDING SareTy

UPSTANDING SAFETY
BEGINS WITH "V

DON'T FORGET THE
WHOLE-HAND POINT!

HELP KEEP OUR PARK
TIDY! YES, EVEN CHARACTER
ACTORS ARE EXPECTED TO

PICK UP TRASH WHEN

THEY SEE IT/

§ ALOT OF IT WAS FAMILIAR.

0 o7 & N
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ILOVE IT HERE. T
OH. WELL. YES... REALLY DO. BUT...
AND NO.

BUT YOU HADN'T ENVISIONED
YOURSELF MAKING NACHO
SCULPTURES ALL SUMMER?

THERE'S THAT. I DON'T
HATE MY JOB. BUT I GUESS 1
THOUGHT I'D GET TO ENJOY THE
REST OF THE PARK, TOO.

1 FIGURED ID BE
HERE EVERY WAKING
MINUTE, EVEN ON MY

THE TIME MY SHIFT ). iy 5
15 OVER... 2 e @
\ o

« Z
youre Ready YN 2, [/
TO COLLAPSE, tey) {

[} anp THE IDEA
OF SPENDING & DAY
OFF DEALING WITH THE
BUSES AND THE CROWDS
SOUNDS LIKE SLOW
TORTURE.

I DON'T WANT TO

SOUND UNAPPRECIATIVE. T AM
SO HAPPY TO BE HERE. _

au
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KYRA! WHAT'S
GOING ON?

WHY ARE
WE HIDING IN
A STORAGE

ROOM?

BECAUSE IF
THE BOSSES KNEW WHAT (
WE'RE PLANNING, THEY'D ~ J\\
NEVER GO FORIIT,

WE'RE PLANNING
SOMETHING?

WE'RE ABOUT
TO BE.

201
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Second Aualrhon
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HERE'S THE 5COOP: SONG
MEI'S PARADE FLOAT IS 6OING TO BE
THE LAST ONE IN THE PARADE TONIGHT,
AND INGRITH GOT UPSET BECAUSE,
HISTORICALLY, MADELINE'S FLOAT
ALWAYS MAKES UP THE BIG
FINALE, RIGHT?

S0 SHE THREW A HUGE FIT, SAYING
SHE NEEDED MORE TIME TO CHANGE HER
COSTUME AFTER THE CORONATION AND
COULDN'T POSSIBLY MAKE IT TO THE PARADE
ON TIME. THE BOSSES OFFERED TO GIVE SHE THREATENED TO QUIT, THEY
HER THE SECOND-TO-LAST FLOAT, BUT ~ CALLED HER BLUFF, AND THEN SHE

EVIDENTLY, THAT WASN'T GOOD ENOUGH, ,  ACTUALLY DID QUIT AND PERSUADED
BRENT TO QUIT, TOO, SINCE HE'S

PRETTY MUCH A LEMMING.

INGRITH MUST'VE THOUGHT THE
BOSSES WOULD COME CRAUWLING
BACK ONCE THEY REALIZED THEY'D
BE WITHOUT THEIR TWO MAIN ROYALS 2%
ON CORONATION DAY, BUT NO ONE'S ‘ B i WONT MATTER TOO MUCH

BACKING DOWN. . ¥ FOR THE ACTUAL CORONATION.

THEY CALLED ALL THE EVERYONE WILL BE S50 FOCUSED ON
BACKUPS AND UNDERSTUDIES,

EVEN REACHED OUT TO SOME
ACTRESSES WHO WORKED HERE
YEARS AGO, BUT NO ONE
CANDOIT.

THEY'LL PROBABLY
MAKE UP SOME STORY AS
TO WHY MADELINE AND HENRY
AREN'T THERE, IF THEY SAY
ANYTHING AT ALL.

\ BUT AS FOR THE PARADE,
B NN [ WELL.THEY CAN'T VERY WELL SEND
| DOWN AN EMPTY FLOAT, CAN THEY?
PEOPLE WILL DEFINITELY
NOTICE THAT.
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TRUST ME,
EVERYONE THINKS THEY'LL
BE PRACTICALLY LIVING INSIDE THE HAVE YOU SPENT
PARK WHEN THEY GET HERE. FREE ANY FREE TIVE INSIDE
ADMISSION FOR TEAM MEMBERS THE PARK SINCE YOUVE
AND ALL THAT. BEEN HERE?

Y rarely
A\ Tuens out
THAT WAY.

THE NEXT ROUND
OF AUDITIONS IS IN A
COUPLE OF DAYS, AND TVE
BEEN USING EVERY SPARE
MINUTE TO PREP.

YOU'RE STILL
TRYING OUT FOR A
CHARACTER ROLE?
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GETTING PAID TO WEAR A
FANCY GOWN AND TRAVEL TO
EVERY TROPICAL BEACH ON
THE PLANET?

OH!
I WANT TO BE A
CHARACTER ACTOR,

I'D REALLY
LOVE TO PORTRAY
PRINCESS MADELINE

SOMEDAY.

. Al

way. BUT YOU CAN
CALL ME TABI.

I6UESS TLL ||
SEE YOU AT THE
FIRST AUDITIONS,
THEN?

K{RA. BUT YOU
CAN CALL ME YOUR

JUST KIDDING!

COME ON, LET'S
FIGURE OUT WHAT WE'RE
BGOING TO WEAR FOR
ORIENTATION
TOMORROW.

T'VE HEARD
THE AFTER-PARTY
1S EPIC.






images/00173.jpg
UM..ARE ONE
OF YOU MY ATTENDANT?
DEL... DAR... DU...
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WHY TWO SETS
OF BASICS?

HAVE ANY IDEA
HOW HOT THESE
COSTUMES GET?

TRUST ME,
YOU'RE GOING TO
WANT TO CHANGE
BETWEEN SHIFTS. WITH THAT OMINOUS REMARK, I DUG
THROUGH THE BINS TO FIND THE
REQUISITE CLOTHING IN MY SIZE.

THEY WOULDN'T GET ME ON ANY "BEST-DRESSED* | // /
LISTS, BUT NO ONE WOULD BE SEEING THEM ANYwAY. | / /
/ KVOCK |
: T ()
/! w
)
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ALL RIGHT, FELLOW LORDS AND LADIES, WE
ARE APPROACHING OUR TEMPORARY HALL OF
ROYALTY! PLEASE STAY IN LINE WHILE WE GET

OUR ROYAL GUESTS ALL SETTLED IN.

WE WILL BEGIN
THE MEET AND GREET
MOMENTARILY.

A PIPE BURST BY
THE ENCHANTED POND LAST
NIGHT. FLOODED THE WHOLE
WELL, THIS'LL LIVEN HALL OF ROYALTY.
THINGS UP AROUND HERE, \

T 177 \WI\“G; ¢
TR T T e

WORKERS WERE OUT AT THREE
IN THE MORNING TRYING TO GET THE
MESS CLEANED UP, BUT IT'LL BE A WEEK /8 3
OR TWO BEFORE THEY CAN GET THE - . ‘
NEW FLOORING IN. \
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NOT JUST TABI, DEAR, MEET PRINCESS MADELINE!

ANY PRINCESS. OR AT LEAST, ONE OF THE ACTRESSES

INGRITH, SHE'S WING WHO PLAYS HER. THERE ARE FOUR OR
FOR YOUR JOB! FIVE AT ANY GIVEN TIME.

OH Wow!
ILOVE PRINCESS
MADELINE 50
MUCH!

YOU REALLY
DO LOOK ST
LIKE HER...

OF COURSE
1DO. THAT'S THE
POINT OF AUDITIONS.
TO FIND ACTORS WHO
ACTUALLY LOOK LIKE
THE CHARACTER
THEY'RE INTENDED
TO PORTRAY.

50 TELL
ME AGAIN..WHICH
CHARACTER IS IT
YOU'RE HOPING TO

YOU'D BE A
FINE KITTY WISE...
OR PIGGY-PINT.

29
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OH, YOU'RE
THE NACHO
MAMA!

OH, SURE. I THINK HE IM GOING
KNEW WHICH DAYS YOU WORKED TO TAKE THIS STUFF
BECAUSE HE USED TO GET 50 BACK TO COSTUMING
EXCITED ABOUT SEEING HIS NACHO THEN HEAD OUT FOR
MAMA DURING HIS SHIFT. THE NIGHT.

THANKS, JAMES.
T'LL SeE YOU
TOMORROW!

s

1 THINK BRENT'S BEEN WONDERING
WHAT HAPPENED TO YOU. HE'LL BE SO
BUMMED WHEN HE REALIZES YOU'RE
PLAYING KITTY WISE NOW.

7
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BUT..THAT WASN'T WHAT 1
WANTED TO SHOW YOU.

COME ON, THIS

T'VE ACTUALLY
RIDDEN THE MYSTIC
MANOR RIDE
BEFORE. 7 ONE OF THE
OLDEST AND ARGUABLY
MOST BELOVED RIDES IN
THE PARK? I SHOULD
CERTAINLY HOPE 0. A

YOU'RE BEING
VERY CRYPTIC, MR. VIP
TOUR GUIDE.
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LISTEN TO ME.

THIS IS IT. IF YOU WANT
TO PLAY PRINCESS MADELINE
IN SOMMERLAND, THIS 1S
YOUR CHANCE.

T'VE SEEN YOU PRACTICE--
YOU KNOW THE DANCE STEPS.
I CAN DO YOUR HAIR AND MAKEUP. WE
JUST NEED TO GET A COSTUME, WHICH
SHOULD BE EASY ENOUGH.

YOU KNOW PRINCES!
MADELINE BETTER THAN
ANYONE. WHO BETTER TO
PLAY HER THAN YOU?






images/00393.jpg
PUTTING ON THE COSTUME WAS
PRACTICALLY A WORKOUT IN ITSELF.

IT HAD MORE BELTS AND BUCKLE:
THAN A SKYDIVING HARNESS.

BUT ONCE 1 WAS STRAPPED AND
CINCHED AND EVERYTHING HAD
BEEN WRESTLED INTO PLACE... N
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OH. WELL.

1 MEAN, I'M JUST REALLY
HAPPY TO..BE A PART OF THE
SOMMERLAND..FAMILY, FOR NOW,
AND..I GUESS WE'LL SEE
WHAT HAPPENS.

HERE, GABBY,
HAVE SOME OF MY
POISON. WELCOME TO
THE FAMILY/

AH MAN. IF
THERE'S ONE THING '}

NO, UH, THAT'S
OKAY. T THINK
TLL JUST..GET
SOME MORE Ji
PUNCH.

IT WAS NICE
TO MEET YOU ALL. MAYBE
TLL SEE YOU AT THE
AUDITIONS?
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CONGRATULATIONS!
WE WOULD LIKE TO OFFER YOU e
ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED ROLES
IN ALL OF SOMMERLAND...

124

WOW! THANK YOU.
THAT'S A HUGE HONOR,
OF COURSE. T CAN'T
WAIT TO START.

BUT, UH, JUST OUT
OF CURIOSITY...

ONCE I'VE HAD SOME
EXPERIENCE AS KITTY WISE, WHAT
MIGHT BE THE STEPS
FOR TRANSITIONING INTO A
ROYALTY ROLE?
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FIRST, T WAS ASKED TO IMPERSONATE
PRINCESS ISOLDE. THE FIRST SCENE THAT
CAME TO MIND WAS WHEN SHE CAPTURES
JACK, NOT REALIZING THAT HE'S A PRINCE,
AND TAKES HIM A4S HER PRISONER.

IMNOT
INTERESTED IN YOUR
COIN, YOUR HONOR, OR
YOUR NAME.

YOU VIOLATED
THE OATH OF THE NORTH WIND,
AND FOR THAT, YOU WILL PAY
THE PRICE.

NOW, CHOOSE
YOUR FATE!

NEXT, I WAS GIVEN SORCERER DRACONIAN,
WHO WAS A FUN CHOICE, BECAUSE HE
HAS & NONCHALANT ATTITUDE TOWARD
JUST ABOUT BVERYTHING.

OH, FINE.
KILL THE VILLAGERS,
BURN THE BRIDGES, AND
THEN BRING ME E
THE TABLET. : BUT FIRST,

COULD SOMEONE MAKE ME
& CUP OF TEA? ALL THIS TALK
OF PILLAGING HAS GIVEN ME

A HEADACHE.

LASTLY, T WAS GIVEN A SPIRIT ANIMAL.
A CURIOUS LEMUR NAMED LO.

THAT WAS TOUGH,
BECAUSE LO NEVER
SPEAKS, 50 I HAD
TO GET CREATIVE.
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..AND THE DANCE
WILL FINISH WITH A&

GRACEFUL BOW.
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.1 STILL HAD NO IDEA WHAT N
THE JUDGES WERE THINKING. Y5 s
;% ?
‘ @r ~
j "4
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TO THOSE OF YOU WHO REMAIN, WE
NEXT WANT TO DEVELOP AN IDEA OF YOUR
EXISTING KNOWLEDGE OF SOMMERLAND
AND ITS CHARACTER FAMILY.

WE WILL 60 THROUGH & LIST OF
THREE SOMMERLAND CHARACTERS--A&
HERO, A VILLAIN, AND A WILD CARD, AND YOU
WILL DO YOUR BEST TO GIVE A SHORT
IMPERSONATION OF EACH ONE.

WE KNOW IT'S DIFFICULT TO BE PUT
ON THE SPOT LIKE THIS, BUT PLEASE
TRY TO RELAX AND HAVE FUN WITH IT.

ANYA,
WE'LL BEGIN
WITH YOU.

COULD YOU PLEASE GIVE US Y
YOUR BEST IMPERSONATION
OF CAPTAIN ANTONIA? I
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THE UTTLE GIRL WHOSE DREAMS
WERE WRITTEN PLAIN ACROSS HER
FACE AS SHE WATCHED ME GO BY.

—— W
TKNEW THAT )
utrie oirl. | O

I WAS THAT LITTLE GIRL.

I LIKE TO THINK THAT SHE SAW ME
AND KNEW IT WAS OKAY TO BELIEVE
IN DREAMS AND LOVE AND FAIRY
TALES.

SAW PRINCESS MADELINE ALL

JUST LIKE T HAD WHEN 1
THOSE YEARS AGO.

P
f
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images/00373.jpg
W4

T WASN'T SURE IF I'D JUST
IMAGINED SEEING WINDA
SOMMERS UP THERE, BUT EITHER
WAY, IT FELT LIKE A 600D OMEN.

A

LIKE MAYBE 1 HAD SOMEONE
WATCHING OVER ME THAT NIGHT.

Ry

N

A THE MUSIC THAT SURROUNDED US.
.

THE WAY IT FELT EVERY TIME JAMES
PUT HIS HAND ON MY WAIST.

AN ' a \%/ .
m\\ e | o

229
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images/00128.jpg
ALL THE SNOBBERY AND
HYPOCRISY..THE CLIQUES.HOW Yo
THEY CARE MORE ABOUT THEIR SOCIAL I GUESS I JUST WISH THAT
MEDIA FEEDS THAN THE GUESTS... ) ALL ACTORS COULD BE MORE

I HAVE A TOUGH LikE:.¥oU.
TIME MELDING THE
PEOPLE THEY ARE IN REAL
LIFE WITH THE CHARACTERS

THEY'RE PLAYING. ‘
D

INGRITH YELLING AT A MANAGER BECAUSE
THEY WANTED TO REARRANGE THE FLOATS
DURING SONG MEI'S CORONATION PARADE,

AND HERS WOULDN'T BE THE FINALE
ANYMORE. LIKE SHE'S THE QUEEN OF
THE PARK OR SOMETHING.

WHAT DO YOU
MEAN?

YOU BELIEVE IN THIS
PLACE, IN THE REAL MEANING OF
SOMMERLAND. MAYBE MORE THAN

ANYONE I'VE EVER MET.

YOU'RE PRETTY
FUN, TOO.

BIG COMPLIMENT,
COMING FROM THE
GREAT KITTY

1e4





images/00249.jpg
OH! NO.
I HAVE THE..STICKY
STRIP THINGIES...

l

SPIRITER*
FANGIRL, MUCH?

YOU MUST
BE A FANGIRL, TOO,
RIGHT? BEING A&
TEAM MEMBER

*SPIRITER: A MEMBER OF THE WINDA SOMMERS FANDOM.

600D.
I DON'T WANT
TO LOSE OUR
DEPOSIT.

¢ ' DID YOU

MAKE THIS?

YEAH..MY GRANDMA TAUGHT ME
HOW TO EMBROIDER. I LIKE TO
MAKE COSTUMES, TOO.

I LIKED
THE MOVIES WHEN
T WAS A KID, BUT NOW?
SOMMERLAND IS JUST
A STEPPING STONE TO
THE REAL DREAM.
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BUT YOU DON'T
THINK THEY'D EVER CAST
ME AS A PRINCESS?

OH, SWEETIE.
I'M NOT TRYING
TO HURT YOUR

IT'S JUST...
LOOK AT YOU.

] IN CASE
{ YOU HADN'T NOTICED, YOU

DON'T EXACTLY FIT THE
PRINCESS MOLD.

WE DON'T EVEN
MAKE THE DRESSES IN
YOUR SIZE.

BUT I COULDN'T. T COULDN'T
SAY ANYTHING.

1 WANTED TO YELL AFTER HER. TELL
HER SHE WAS WRONG. TELL HER THAT

-
1 DESERVED PRINCESS MADELINE'S
I WAS TOO AFRAID
MU DID... MORE,
;?/g,ﬂs CH A5 SHE . THAT SHE WAS RIGHT.
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OKAY.
TWDOIT

ON ONE
CONDITION.

YOU PLAY
PRINCE HENRY.

T'M SURE
THE DANCE STEPS
HAVEN'T CHANGED ALL
THAT MUCH SINCE YOU
PLAYED XAVIER.

INGRITH TOLD
ME. AND..I MAY HAVE
WATCHED THE
VIDEO.

YOU KNOW
ABOUT THAT?
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I'M S0 EXCITED GIVEN THE HALL'S AIR-
THAT WE HAVE FOUR HALL CONDITIONING, I SUPPOSE ONE
OF ROYALTY SHIFTS SHOULDN'T COMPLAIN.
THIS WEEK/!

WHY DON'T YOU
LIKE WORKING IN
THE HALL?

/ WITH PRINCESS SONG
MEI'S CORONATION COMING UP,

1 THINK WE'LL BE DOING MORE
AND MORE MEET AND GREETS
WITH THE ROYALS.

I LOVE THE ACTUAL CHARACTERS
AS MUCH AS EVERYONE. MADELINE,
ADIT), HENRY..THEY'RE ALL GREAT.

BUT I HAVE TROUBLE
IGNORING THE FACT THAT THE
PEOPLE IN THOSE COSTUMES AREN'T
THE PEOPLE WE SEE ON THE SCREEN.
INSTEAD, IT'S INGRITH, KYRA, AND...
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LUCKILY,

WE'RE IN

/ AND IN SOMMERLAND,
PRINCESS LELAN, SHE'S GOING | [ N WERAD: e DO wE NeeD wHeN
TO ADORE YOU. BUT I ALSO KNOW / WE WANT AN EXTRA BOOST
IT WILL TAKE COURAGE FOR YOU | OF COURAGE?

TO GO MEET HER.

THE COURAGE 1S ALREADY

m [ 4

REMEMBER, ﬂ ’I:’(,&Q?R\\;‘

.THE CROWN

JUST HELPS BRING IT TO YOU PROBABLY

DON'T NEED
THAT.
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images/00363.jpg
S0. UITTLE-
KNOWN FACT.

HONESTLY. THE WAY YOU LOVE THIS
PARK AND THE STORIES..IT'S SO OBVIOUS.

THEY'D BE NUTS NOT TO TAKE YOU. BEFORE

BECOMING A CHARACTER
ATTENDANT, I WAS ACTUALLY
TRAINED A4S A VIP
TOUR GUIDE.

SOMETIMES 1 FEEL \
THAT WAY, TOO. BUT..I GUESS ) \
WE'LL SEE WHAT HAPPENS. &

WHY AREN'T
YOU A TOUR GUIDE
ANYMORE?

Y WHAT? REALLY? THAT WAS
MY SECOND CHOICE. AFTER
CHARACTER ACTOR.
' WELL. IF YOU WANTED TO SEE
THE PARK, I PRETTY MUCH KNOW ALL
OF ITS SECRETS. EVEN THE ONES THAT,
AREN'T IN THE GUIDEBOOKS.

YOU MEAN, LIKE,
NOow?





images/00238.jpg
YOU GUYS DID
GREAT TODAY.  THE CROWDS IN THE
HALL OF ROYALTY CAN BE
OVERWHELMING SOMETIMES, BUT o~
YOU HANDLED IT LIKE PROS.

g {
@

S IT WAS FUN! i W

) YOU WERE GREAT, A
| { T00. vou REALLY capTURE U

MADELINE'S ESSENCE

50, WHAT ON EARTH OH, IT' SILLY. IT'S JUST..
UWERE YOU TRYING TO SAY TO WE SORT OF KNOW EACH OTHER?
PRINCE HENRY EARLIER? - *
AND T THOUGHT MAYBE I COULD

GET HIM TO RECOGNIZE ME.

I WORKED AT NACHO
MAMA'S BEFORE GETTING

l YOU KNOW ~
BRENT? HOW? N [ IKNOW HIS ORDER

BY HEART...
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ABJ, T
BEEN-

a = S ‘4‘
T VE =
Gl N
g & /Y s0..

L\ /)|
¥ f THAT'S THE NAME
Lkl OF THE GUY WHO PLAYS
El
1
ART

7 2 S
| |/
T i
PRINCE HENRY?
JUST..WONDERING.
WE'VE MET A FEW TIMES BUT COME ON.
NOT OFFICIALLY. T HAVEN'T SEEN WE DON'T WANT TO
HiM SINCE I STARTED AS KEEP THE ROYALS
KITTY WISE.__ ,‘)
i i
A

YOURE N\ A\
NOT MISSING )\
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CHAPTER NINE

The Show Must
Go On





images/00125.jpg
TABI, HI! T CAN'T
WAIT TO MAKE MAGIC
WITH You!

80... My SCHEDULE
5AYS WE'RE SUPPOSED TO BE
OUTSIDE THE TREE HOUSE
IN FORTY MINUTES.

CAN'T YOU GET
INTO IT YOURSELF?

& I DON'T THINK
SHOULD WE... THAT'S HUMANLY
START GETTING ME POSSIBLE.
INTO COSTUME..?

ARE YOU
SURE YOU'RE MY
ATTENDANT?

MAYBE
THERE'S ANOTHER
DELPHINE...
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BECAUSE IT
CAN BE SCARY

O MEET YOUR LREMEUBER

THE FIRST TIME I MET
PRINCESS MADELINE, T WAS
ABSOLUTELY TERRIFIED. T
ALMOST DIDN'T GO.

IT SEEMS
SAFER TO JUST
KEEP THEM IN YOUR
DREAMS, RIGHT?

ILove
PRINCESS LEILANI, BUT...
WHAT IF SHE DOESN'T
LIKE ME BACK?
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images/00591.jpg
I SAW LOADS OF
HAPPY FAMILIES...

|

1 WATCHED THE PARADES
EVERY CHANCE I GOT...

..AND ALSO LOADS OF..
NOT-SO-HAPPY FAMILIES.

..AND PRACTICED IMITATING THE
PRINCESSES AS OFTEN AS T COULD,
GETTING READY FOR THE NEXT
AUDITION.






images/00231.jpg
THEY COULD JUST NOT
SEND OUT MADELINE'S
FLOAT?

WHICH 1S
PROBABLY WHAT THEY'RE
PLANNING, BUT T HAVE A
BETTER IDEA.

WHAT DO
YOU THINK?

I CAN'T PLAY
PRINCESS MADELINE!

WHY NOT?
THAT'S WHAT YOU'RE HERE

FOR, ISN'T IT? YEAH, SORT OF, T

GUESS. BUT...I CAN'T!
I'D GET FIRED.

WHO CARES?
THERE ARE ONLY
A FEW WEEKS LEFT
IN THE SUMMER
PROGRAM ANYWAY,






images/00109.jpg
TLL WALK WITH

WERE YOU ™ oy
HEADIE TOTHE A | YOU. HERE, I CAN CARRY

LOCKER ROOM?

YEAH..TO
GET CHANGED.

50, YOU'VE BEEN HERE
FOR CLOSE TO A MONTH NOW,
RIGHT? IS IT MEETING ALL
EXPECTATIONS?






images/00472.jpg
I COULDN'T BELIEVE HOW MANY
PEOPLE WERE THERE. I KNEW THERE
WOULD BE COMPETITION, BUT THIS
WAS WAY BEYOND WHAT I'D IMAGINED.

KYRA AND I WENT TOGETHER, —

AND WE WERE ASSIGNED TO HEY, KYRA!

THE SAME AUDITION GROUP. COME SIT
WITH US!

Woul, YoU LOOK
WE HADN'T EXACTLY BONDED YET, AMAZING! WOULD SOMEONE
LIKE HOWl T'D HOPED WE WOULD. ‘TN GET THIS GIRL A CROWN
BUT STILL, IT WAS NICE TO FEEL / ALREADY? g
LIKE T WASN'T THERE ALONE.

OH, 5TOP
; IT. WE'RE ALL
=@\ rovaLTy ToDAY!






images/00469.jpg
1 ENDURED SWELTERING HEAT...

.AND A COSTUME THAT SEEMED
TO GET ITCHIER BY THE HOUR.

ALL OF WHICH T WOULD FORGET THE
MOMENT PRINCE HENRY SAUNTERED
BY, AS HE OFTEN DID THOSE DAYS.





images/00468.jpg
1 SHOULDN'T BE
SURPRISED. SECRETS
DON'T KEEP LONG
AROUND HERE.

THERE'S
ALSO THE FACT THAT
IT HAS MILLIONS OF
VIEWS, S0...

THAT GUY DESERVED
IT. YOU SHOULDN'T
HAVE GOTTEN FIRED.

PO

“NEVER HIT A GUEST" IS
PRETTY MUCH ORIENTATION
101, ISN'T IT?

DONE IT WITH A SMILE,
THEY WOULD HAVE LET
IT SLIDE.
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THE ROYALS WILL
BE SIGNING RIGHT NEXT TO US?
PERFECT! THAT'LL GIVE ME A CHANCE
TO WATCH THEM INTERACT WITH
GUESTS AND--

1DO BEG
YOUR PARDON,
600D MAIDEN?

I WAS SENT
ON A& QUEST BY MY
LADY FAIR, THE PRINCESS
MADELINE, TO OBTAIN
SUSTENANCE...
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iy o

A TEXT MESSAGE FROM KYRA.
SHE SAYS 1 HAVE TO COME
BACK RIGHT AWAY. /

"SHE SAYS INGRITH N
AND BRENT BOTH JUST
. QUIT AND..

THEY CAN'T
FIND ANYONE TO TAKE
THEIR PLACES.






images/00117.jpg
OH! T'M SORRY.
1DIDN'T REALIZE
YOU WERE..ER.

NOT REALLY.

JUST HADN'T SEEN YOU
AROUND, SINCE THE HALL
OF ROYALTY WAS PUT
BACK TOGETHER.

AND T WAS
WONDERING...
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I QUICKLY SET TO WORK
MAKING MYSELF AT HOME.

I HOPE
YOU AREN'T USING
NAILS FOR THAT.
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FOLLOWING THE INSTRUCTIONS THAT CAME WITH
MY TEAM-MEMBER PACKET, I ARRIVED AT THE BUS i 1

THE BUS WAS LATE, AND OVERCROWDED,
AND, YES, IT HAD A VERY DISTINCT
STENCH. BUT 1 DIDN'T CARE.

IT WAS MY FIRST OFFICIAL DAY AS
A& SOMMERLAND TEAM MEMBER, AND
T WAS BURSTING WITH ANTICIPATION.

WE DIDN'T ENTER THROUGH
“THE MAIN GATES, LIKE THE
GUESTS. RATHER, TEAM
MEMBERS HAD A DEDICATED
ENTRANCE BEHIND THE PARK...

)‘ l’i N \

.IT FELT LIKE ENTERING THE ENCHANTED &
LAND THROUGH MY OWIN MAGICAL PORTAL.

H
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\

SOMMERLAND WAS EVERYTHING I'D ALWAYS DREAMED OF.
FOR A LITTLE WHILE, T WAS ABLE TO FORGET ABOUT MY
HEARTACHE. I COULD SMILE. HAVE FUN.

6
f) y

[
&

1] e h
Sl | Egs
(ISE 055l
sl 403 i !

FOR A MOMENT, I EVEN FOUND

MYSELF BELIEVING IN FAIRY TALES
AND HAPPY ENDINGS AGAIN.
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IT'S FINE. THBY
COULD HAVE FIRED ME FOR REAL,
ESPECIALLY AFTER THAT VIDEO
WENT VIRAL. INSTEAD, THEY LET ME
TRY OUT FOR DIFFERENT POSITIONS
TO FIND SOMETHING I'M "MORE
SUITED FOR"

HONESTLY, I LIKE
BEING AN ATTENDANT
MORE THAN I EVER LIKED
BEING AN ACTOR.

YERH, BUT...
THERE AREN'T GOING TO
BE ANY ATTENDANTS UP ON
THAT FLOAT WITH ME.

HOLY—-!
YOU REALLY
LET HIM HAVE IT,
DIDN'T YOU?

I'M NOT HERE
ON A SUMMER PROGRAM.
1 COULD GET FIRED...
FOR REAL, THIS
TIME.
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.BUT ALAS,
1 HAVE NO COIN WITH
WHICH TO FULFILL MY
LADY'S REQUEST...

72

SO T WAS WONDERING Y

IF MAYBE--
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% Sommerland audition dance

eV 1Y

Ten Tips For Nailing Your Sommerland

CL/CI(/

Hi, M NICOLE!
WELCOME TO MY
CHANNEL!  T'VE PLAYED
THREE DIFFERENT LET'S GET
CHARACTER ROLES STARTED!
AT SOMMERLAND... )

AND TODAY, I'M '
GOING TO SHOW YoU

HOW TO TOTALLY ACE
THE DANCE PORTION OF
YOUR AUDITION!

TIP #1: MOVE WITH
CONFIDENCE!
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RIGHT, I REMEMBER.
1 JUST THOUGHT, SINCE
YOU WERE STILL AT THE
NACHO STAND..

MAKE IT PAST THE
FIRST AUDITIONS, BUT
1 WASN'T PREPARED.
TLL DO BETTER
THIS TIME.

I THINK

(- /7
7 « ﬂ NICE SEEING YOU, JAMES, YOU'D BE A GREAT
i BUT I SHOULD-- B\ CHARACTER ACTOR.

THAN MOST OF THE
PEOPLE T WORK WITH,
THAT'S FOR SURE.

[P
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-
’@ (4 7 THANK YOU.
A ‘” SHE'S SHY, BUT...
b SHE REALLY LOVES
YOU ALOT.
THIS WAY, KID., B AT THE LAST MOM
DID YOU GET YOUR WORDS FOUND ME

ENT,
| 2 AGAIN.
COMMENORATIE PiN? A S ©F -

i i A THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION
it < 1 COULD HAVE ASKED.

DO YOU
REALLY LOVE
EACH OTHER?

ARE YOU GOING
TO LIVE HAPPILY EVER AFTER,
FOREVER AND ALWAYS, NO
MATTER WHAT?
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AND THEN...

JENNIFER, THANK YOU FOR
YOUR AUDITION. WE DON'T HAVE
A ROLE FOR YOU AT THIS TIME, BUT
WE HOPE WE MIGHT SEE YOU AGAIN
AT A FUTURE AUDITION.

ANYA..CONGRATULATIONS!
WE WOULD LOVE TO OFFER YOU
THE ROLE OF FIRST MATE SUNNY
ABOARD CAPTAIN ANTONIA'S SHIP.
PLEASE WAIT IN THE LOBBY AND

WE WILL HAVE AN INFORMATION
PACKET PREPARED FOR YOU.
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WITH THE NACHO STAND JUST DOWN THE WAY FROM THE
TEMPORARY HALL OF ROYALTY, OUR QUIET CORNER OF THE
PARK SUDDENLY BECAME THE MOST POPULAR PLACE TO BE.

NACHO MAMA'S NACHOS GOT REALLY BUSY, AND
MY DAYS STARTED TO RUN TOGETHER IN A BLUR.

e

1 GOT REALLY FAST AT
CHOPPING VEGETABLES...

..AND REALLY GOOD AT CREATING
NACHO SCULPTURES.

I MET A LOT OF GUESTS WHO WERE
S0 EXCITED TO BE IN SOMMERLAND...

.AND SOME IRATE CUSTOMERS WHO
SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE, EVEN
BEING IN THE MOST MAGICAL PLACE ON
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EVERYONE DESERVES TO FIND THEIR
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FIRST BREAK

1 KNOW I'M
NEW HERE, BUT IT JUST
SEEMS LIKE..IT WOULD BE| 2
REALLY HELPFUL IF YOU
o WERE... UM...

YOU KNOW?

A { sorT oF.HELPNG

TN\ o7 HLE ueRe
OUT THERE?

WE'VE HAD REPORTS
THAT THE KITTY WISE MEET T?‘!rgg:‘:gé up

AND GREET WELCOMED :

ONLY 79 GUESTS THIS

ey AND DON'T
OUR GOAL 4
WITHIN THAT TIME [y 2 FORCETTO Ll
FRAME 15 150. =y X S ! -
\\
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TIP #2:

LIMBER UP BEFORE
THE AUDITION!

4
PN

TIP #3: MASTER A FEW BASIC
DANCE MOVES BEFOREHAND,
SUCH AS THE STEP-BALL-

SIMPLE
PIROUETTE.

AND ALWAYS
REMEMBER YOUR MOST
IMPORTANT SOMMERLAND
ACCESSORY...
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I'D BETTER GET
CHANGED. THIS SUIT FEELS
EXTRA HEAVY TODAY FOR

ON'T YOU
NEED HELP WITH THE...

/
I

..MAYBE WE
COULD GET SOMETHING
TO EAT BEFORE THE
BIG EVENT?

W
HEY, NACHO
Mama! y

192
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ARE YOU SURE WE CAN DO THIS?

1 MEAN, I'VE READ A LOT OF THOSE
"SECRETS OF SOMMERLAND" BOOKS,
AND I DON'T REMEMBER ANYTHING
ABOUT A SECRET PASSAGE BY THE
MYSTIC MANOR...

WINDA SOMMERS HAD INTENDED
FOR THIS TO BE A PART OF THE
ATTRACTION ALL ALONG. SHE JUST DIDN'T
REALIZE HOW LONG THE LINES WOULD BE
AND HOW THAT WOULD KEEP PEOPLE
FROM STRAYING OFF THE USUAL PATH.

103

MY THEORY 1S
THAT IT ISN'T IN THOSE
BOOKS BECAUSE IT'S NOT
TECHNICALLY SUPPOSED
TO BE A SECRET.

MOST PEOPLE AREN'T
UP FOR EXPLORING AFTER
STANDING IN LINE FOR SO LONG.
WHICH IS & SHAME, BECAUSE
IF THEY DID...
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BIEEIITASENS “)‘E‘"‘tj ii Fi‘i et / m
T WENT TO THE UNIFORM =i AN N
WAREHOUSE AND GAVE THE TEAM | |j B i) OH, YOU POOR
MEMBER THERE MY INFORMATION. - i< DARLING.
| i TLL GRAB THE
0 rer =l 0 SHLY uniForM anp sHow
B, T = IS\ you were 10 ceT
e TABITHA LAURIE. \ CHANGED.
/RN NACHO MAMA'S, = | \ 1
, POy
\ LN = = 15 i
{ l} 3 1
t o 5 [ 1 DID MY BEST TO NAVIGATE THE
THE UNIFORM ) O LABYRINTH OF TEAM-MEMBER HALLWAYS,
WASN'T REALLY ' | INTENDED TO KEEP US FROM BEING
S0 BAD. = = | SPOTTED BY GUESTS

o

A %

I WOULD TELL MYSELF THIS
| A& THOUSAND TIMES BEFORE
THE DAY WAS OVER.

AFTER TWO WRONG TURNS AND A
LOT OF ASKING FOR DIRECTIONS, 1
FINALLY FOUND THE RIGHT DOOR.

~'1 FAR AWAY FROM OUR

DESIGNATED LOCATIONS
N (WHICH cOULD INTRUDE
ON THE MAGIC).
= ps Y
=}
) =5
(6) &
N @
= @& 3
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I HAVE & BUNCH OF
AUTOGRAPH SHIFTS THAT

THE PARADE?
1 BET THE SPIRIT
ANIMAL FLOATS ARE
BEAUTIFUL, TOO.

THAT'S TOQ BAD.
YOU SHOULD STILL COME,
AS A GUEST FOR
ONCE.

;
I‘, SOMMERLAND
‘? CORONATIONS ARE PRETTY

RARE. YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS THE SPECTACLE,

KNOW. T'LL

PROBABLY BE
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NO MORE
FREE NACHOS,
OF COURSE!

DID YOU REALLY GIVE
HIM FREE NACHOS EVERY
DAY FOR TWO WEEKS?

OH. YEAH...

NO way! I DIDN'T
1 MEAN... BELIEVE HIM WHEN HE
NOT EVERY - TOLD Me!
DAY... ’ WOW. HE MUST
HAVE HAD YOU WRAPPED
AROUND THAT PRINCELY
FINGER OF HIS.

I6Uess
I CAN'T BLAME YOU. THAT
BOY COULD CHARM THE SAILS OFF
ANTONIA'S SHIP. HE 15 SUCH A
SHAMELESS FLIRT.

U

BUT AT LEAST
HE'S CHARMING. UNLIKE
SOME OF THE ACTORS

AROUND HERE...

172
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--HER OWN PRIVATE
ENTRANCE, WITH AN
UNDERGROUND TUNNEL AND
A DOOR TO WHICH SHE HAS
THE ONLY KEY?

1S 1T TRUE THAT

SHE HAS—- YES. THAT IS ONE

SOMMERLAND RUMOR
I CAN VERIFY IS
ABSOLUTELY TRUE.

THE EVENING PARADES AND CHOSE
TO HAVE HER APARTMENT BUILT RIGHT,
THERE BECAUSE IT WOULD GIVE
HER THE BEST VIEW.

SOME PEOPLE HAVE S
CLAIMED TO SEE HER LOOKING
OUT ON THE PARK. ’

BUT SHE ALSO KNOWS THAT SHE'LL
BE OVERWHELMED BY FANS IF SHE USES
THE MAIN ENTRANCE, SO SHE HAD THE
TUNNEL PUT IN WHILE THE PARK WAS
STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION.
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YEAH... IT'S MY
FAVORITE PLACE
IN THE PARK.

A 5 5 e
)

1 CAN'T BELIEVE P
IDIDN'T KNOW  J £ :

ABOUT THIS.

NP T v

l|l ‘
\ /" TVE HEARD IT WAS WINDA
i somuers's FAVORITE PLaCE,

d TOO. I GUESS SHE USED TO
COME HERE A LOT, BEFORE
)\, EVERYTHING BECAME SO
\ CROWDED.
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THE DORMITORIES FOR THE HIGH
SCHOOL SUMMER PROGRAM WEREN'T
EXACTLY WHAT I PICTURED.
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EVERYTHING ABOUT THAT
PARADE WAS PURE MAGIC.

R
» \ %

>

B even wHen THe MOST
< MORTIFYING THING T
uw POSSIBLY IMAGINE...

EVEN THAT MOMENT,
WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN
50 AWFUL...

7
/
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" 4l

1 HAD BEEN BACK TO SOMMERLAND "
A NUMBER OF TIMES SINCE THAT EVERY TIME I PASSED THROUGH
THE PARK GATES AND GAZED

FIRST TRIP WITH MY DAD.
AT MADELINE'S CASTLE, I FELT
THAT SAME INTENSE JOVY.

W"’ THIS TIME WAS
N NO DIFFERENT.

WELL, THE VIEW WAS DIFFERENT. b o
BUT THE JOY /
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OUR ESTEEMED
CHOSEN ONES NEEDED A
CHANGE OF SCENERY.

WE REALLY APPRECIA

| EVERYONE'S PATIENCE.
rzE JUST ABOUT-- /I
S ST
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JUST SING A
HAPPY TUNE...

J( THINK HOW 600D
YOU WiLL FEEL.

ONCE THE

I HADN'T REALIZED JUST
HOW MUCH I LOVED HAVING
THE HALL OF ROYALTY
NEARBY.

& PART OF THE MAGIC OF SOMMERLAND.

ONCE IT WAS GONE, 1 BECAME
MORE COMMITTED THAN EVER.

1 BELONGED IN THE HALL OF
ROYALTY.

, T WOULD FIND A WAY TO GET THERE.
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1GOTIN.

T'M THE NEW
PRINCESS ADITI.

wWow! THAT'S
AMAZING, KYRA. IM SO
HAPPY FOR YOU!

YEAH, THANKS.
IT'S BEEN A LONG DAY.
IM GOING TO 60 TAKE

A SHOWER.

L~

JUST..GONNA KEEP
AT IT..

-
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THIS WHOLE STREET WAS
DESIGNED TO BE AN OPTICAL ILLUSION.
THE STONES GET SMALLER TOWARD THE
TOP OF THE BUILDINGS, PLUS ALL THE
STOREFRONTS HAVE A SLIGHT LEAN
TOWARD THE STREET.
TOGETHER, IT MAKES THE

% CASTLE SEEM A LOT LARGER
THAN IT REALLY 1S, o

Ll
& N
-~ i o
o /
[
THERE ARE & LOT OF
THEORIES ABOUT THE SCROLL THAT
KITTY WISE 1S HOLDING. SOME PEOPLE
BELIEVE THERE'S AN EMPTY CHAMBER
INSIDE, AND WINDA SOMMERS HAS WRITTEN
INTO HER WILL THAT UPON HER DEATH, o f
SHE'S TO BE CREMATED AND HER h\
ASHES KEPT INSIDE IT.

7|

t DO YOU THINK
IT'S TRUE?

I DON'T KNOW.
THE SCULPTOR SWEARS IT'S - =
NOT, BUT..IT SEEMS LIKE THE a0 T
SORT OF THING WINDA SOMMERS T U
WOULD DO, DOESN'T IT? A

AND SPEAKING OF v
WINDA SOMMERS... L Qs

¥ THAT WINDOW RIGHT
THERE IS HER PERSONAL
APARTMENT. ¢

i OH! T ALWAYS
/ WONDERED WHICH
1 ONE IT WAS.

7
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UH-OH. YOU LOOK
LIKE SOMEONE WHO JUST
GOT ASSIGNED PARKING
ATTENDANT DUTY.*

“?CHO THE MERCANTILE. BUT DON'T
MAMA'S NACH(() WORRY. THESE POSITIONS ARE
FOOD STAND! ! TEMPORARY, REMEMBER?

UNIFORMS IN
THE WHOLE

AUDITIONS
ARE ONLY A
WEEK AWAY.

SHE WAS RIGHT. WORKING THE
NACHO STAND MIGHT NOT HAVE
BEEN MY DREAM POSITION, BUT
WHAT DID IT MATTER?.

d
LY
I WAS & SOMMERLAND
TEAM MEMBER NOW.

BESIDES, THERE WAS ONE OTHER ITEM IN THAT
THIS WAS ONLY ENVELOPE. A TINY THING THAT BROUGHT ME MORE
THE BEGINNING. JOY THAN I COULD EVER EXPRESS.

*FOR INCOMING SPIRITERS, BEING ASSIGNED 4 JOB OUTSIDE THE PARK GATE IS PRETTY MUCH THE ULTIMATE NIGHTMARE.
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i
/ /] / NEED HELP?
/ // i THIS
/ [ DOESN'T SEEM =
y /N QUITE RIGHT. -
! Qo 5 =4
/ | z \
‘/ ) | 7 g
[ ! o 5
| ‘ < 00q k (¢
; \/e\ o 4 . v
\ —Q\ lé" ; 3 N
\\ A8 il e W, JAMES!
i -
N =V (" 1 THOUGHT
\ = o | ©O THAT MGHT BE
\ 2 &, YOUR VOICE.
\
\ ; T KITTY WISE, HUH? &~
/ : i = NICE UPGRADE. A
'J | Ly e m
/ / il WL

YEAH,
WELL, IT'S NOT
EXACTLY WHAT I f |

WAS HOPING | YOURE

FOR, BUT.. 3 GOING TO BE

' THANKS, OF COURSE '\
\ 7 N[ T wouLp 8 HeLPFUL IF
I COULD ACTUALLY GET
\ THE COSTUME ON. p
} \ — 1 A
P /

HASN'T YOUR
ATTENDANT... g H

<
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T'VE ATTENDED KITTY
WISE A COUPLE OF TIMES.
I THINK WE CAN FIGURE

THIS OUT, DELPHINE,

SHE'LL MEET YOU IN
THE BREAK ROOM IN A
FEW MINUTES, OKAY?

15 TODAY YOUR
FIRST DAY?

SHIFTS IN FRONT OF
THE TREE HOUSE
JUNGLE.

™M S0
SORRY YOU
GOT STUCK WITH
DELPHINE. SHE'S
THE WORST.

M HAPPY TO
HEAR THEY'RE NOT ALL
UIKE THAT. I MEAN, 1 \

KNEW YOU WOULDN'T . <
BE, BUT... 1 HATE GETTING

OFF TO & ROUGH
START LIKE THIS,

OH, NICE. THAT'S &
GREAT SPOT. DOESN'T GET TOO
CROWDED. SOME SHADE, EXCEPT
AROUND LUNCHTIME.

YOU'LL BE FINE,
EVEN IF YOU ARE STUCK
WITH DELPHINE.

77
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IT WAS NEARLY MY TURN, I WAS A GIDDY, NERVOUS
WRECK. I HAD NO IDEA WHAT I WOULD SAY.

AND THEN, THERE [
SHE WAS. w

1 WANTED TO ASK HER IF FLURRY, (
HER PET ICE DRAGON, WAS DOING WeLL.

I WANTED TO
ASK HER HOW
SHE THOUGHT TO

§ CONJURE THE SPIRIT
OF MIRTH DURING
HER BATTLE WITH
THE DARK MAGE.

§ I WANTED TO ASK HOW SHE 60T TO
BE S0 600D WITH HER BOW AND ARROW.

PRINCESS MADELINE. MY HERO. OF ALL
THE SOMMERLAND ROYALTY, SHE'D
BEEN MY FAVORITE SINCE BEFORE 1
COULD EVEN TALK.
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OH, SURE!
SORRY ABOUT
THAT.

& . :
47 e
HARD HOT TO i ( outFiT? oM. RiGHT.

BE DISTRACTED BY T v

LA AN OUTFIT LIKE ) 0 :
» ' S ma {,
2 2l f
WE Lo &4

.,

j)
Y
o> den,
J| [~ \. 1
:E: ”@ OKAY, EVERYONE. SAY
\ ACHD CHEESE!"

(]

P 7 2 il
N5 4] =l
¢ | ' G
, ) D, \
4 v . 4 gl >
TELL THAT THE ¢ 3. BN,
DARK MAGE HIMSELF 7)) & A S ‘
% ) .
‘
I J

DESIGNED THAT
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IN FACT.YOU
MAY HAVE SPARKED
A NEW DREAM IN

BARBARA, T TRUST -.SOMMERLAND MAY HAVE 3
YOU TO DO WHAT YOU ) g MANY IMPORTANT RULES, BUT THEY )
THINK IS BEST. B\ CAN ALL BE BROKEN, IN THE NAME
{ p OF MAGIC. 7

¥

-..J«h \““_,,,N"
Q i
\\' Ay Q
O 4
—
Y

A

L'y
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DELPHINE
WiLL BE ATTENDING
PRINCE VALYN FOR THE
FORESEEABLE

~ N
7D -
‘ ; LOOKS LIKE YOURE
NOT TR STUCK WITH ME.
DELPHINE.
A n

YES, YOU
DID IT!

/-

'M SO HAPPY! TODAY

15 GOING TO GO S50 MUCH
BETTER THAN YESTERDAY!

READY TO
MAKE DREAMS
COME TRUE?

Iwas 802
zanw
3 N

THIS 1S
THE STRANGEST
HUG T'VE EVER
GOTTEN.
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WOUW. I HARDL!
LOOK LIKEME. / @

&

G

OF ALL HER OUTFITS,
MADELINE'S SOLSTICE BALL
GOWN IS MADE WITH THE
STRETCHIEST FABRIC, 5O T
THINK IT'S OUR BEST
OPTION.

I ALSO BROUGHT
SHOES IN & FEW
DIFFERENT SIZES AND

HER MOST TRADITIONAL

ACCESSORIES.

YOU'RE SURE
IT WILL BE IN THE

LINEUP?  ryaT's pERFECT.
m——  WE'LBE THERE BY
EIGHT, I PROMISE.

213
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THANK YOU

ALL FOR COMING. 4 § 5

IF T CALL YOUR

NAME, YOU MAY \/

BE EXCUSED FROM & g !’\
THE STAGE. 4 A\
OF COURSE, — WE ALWAYS HAVE
’ WE WELCOME AND DIFFERENT ROLES TO
ENCOURAGE ANYONE FILL AT SOMMERLAND, S0

WHO 15 DISMISSED JUST BECAUSE YOU AREN'T
TODAY TO TRY AGAIN SUITED FOR ONE OF TODAY'S
AT OUR NEXT ROUND - CHARACTERS DOESN'T MEAN

OF AUDITIONS. WE CAN'T USE YOU IN
THE FUTURE.
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COMING!

MAC 'N' CHEESE
AGAIN?

1 54D I'D COOK 7
DINNER, NOT THAT IT
WOULD BE GOURMET.

YOU MIGHT
NOTICE THAT I INCLUDED
BOTH GREEN PEAS AND

N BROCCOLI.
AW e
- w
4 = OH My! YOU
REALLY OUTDID
A YOURSELF; MR. CHEF.

ik y

[

-

h

COMING
THROUGH!

Za

Y/

/)

=

JUST TRYING
TO TAKE CARE OF MY
FAVORITE GIRLS.

L

N

|

i

YEP. YOU COULD SAY T WAS A CERTIFIABLE EXPERT
WHEN IT CAME TO TRUE LOVE.
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T HEARD IT BROKE ALL
THE BOX-OFFICE RECORDS-
FOR BOTH ANIMATED AND
LIVE-ACTION!

ALREADY SEEN IT
SIX TIMES!
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MUCH BETTER. X
I CAN'T THANK
\ YOU ENOUGH. /
: -
K
1z "
i s
o
> ! ) i
2 !

HURRY. KITTY WISE
CAN'T BE LATE.

“2
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TO BE CLEAR,
1 AM SO GRATEFUL AND
EXCITED TO BE CAST AS ANY
ROLE IN SOMMERLAND, AND T'LL
BE THE BEST KITTY WISE T
CAN POSSIBLY BE.

IT'S JUST..EVER SINCE T

WAS A LITTLE GIRL, MY DREAM
HAS ALWAYS BEEN TO BE...
WELL, PRINCESS MADELINE.

MISS..TABITHA,
was IT?

IT'S BEEN CLEAR FROM
YOUR AUDITION THAT YOU HOLD

SOMMERLAND AND ALL ITS CHARACTERS
IN HIGH REGARD. YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF

THE STORIES, COMBINED WITH YOUR

ENERGY AND ENTHUSIASM, MAKE YOU

AN EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD FIT
FOR KITTY WISE.

A..ROYALTY

T'M SURE YOU REALIZE
THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED
CHARACTERS ANY ACTOR COULD PLAY
HERE AT THE PARK, WITH BOUNDLESS
POTENTIAL FOR BRINGING JOY AND
MAGIC TO OUR GUESTS.
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1 DON'T SBE
THE PROBLEM.

YOU'RE
BEAUTIFUL.

IF THAT'S
WHAT YOU'RE WORRIED
ABOUT.DON'T.
BECAUSE..YOU ARE.

15 THIS WHAT
YOU'VE BEEN DREAMING
ABOUT YOUR WHOLE LIFE
OR NOT?
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50. YOU'RE
WAITING IN LINE TO RIDE
THE MYSTIC MANOR. AVERAGE
WAIT TIME: FORTY-FIVE MINUTES.
CAN BE UP TO TWO HOURS
DURING THE PEAK SEASON.

THE LINE GETS
bl TO HERE, THE FRONT
A DOOR, AND CONTINUES

BUT/ WHAT

1S THAT THERE'S A4

SECOND OPTION.

|

50..YOU FOLLOW
THE CROWD. YOU 6O

FEW PEOPLE REALIZE Y

/) 'lﬂl INSI IGHT?
4 \
LOOK. THERE ARE NO ROPES = B
HERE. NO SIGNS SAYING GUESTS  JN(*| & [
CAN'T 6O THIS WAY. \,
|
e ;
'h ¢ ; BUT IT SEEMS LIKE
{ IT' BREAKING 4 RULE, 50

i " >, \ MOST PEOPLE STAY ON THE

OBVIOUS PATH.
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I SHOULD GET
CHANGED.

DID YOU KNOW
YOUR FRIEND USED
TO PLAY A PRINCE?

—
WHAT? YOU
MEAN JAMES?

THAT'S THE ONE.

HE WAS CAST AS PRINCE
XAVIER WHEN HE FIRST

BUT JAMES HATES BEING
IN THE HALL OF ROYALTY. WHY
WOULD HE WANT TO
PLAY A PRINCE?

173

GOT HERE.

I GUESS HE DIDN'T
ALWAYS HATE IT. MAYBE THESE
=\ DAYS, IT BRINGS BACK BAD MEMORIES.
HE DID GET FIRED, AFTER ALL.
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IEY
-

USUALLY, THEY PUT
THREE OR FOUR PRINCESSES
ON EACH FLOAT. T'VE BEEN SHARING
WITH SONG MEI AND GERTRUDE /

@ SINCE I GOT THE ROLE.

BUT FOR THE
CORONATION DAY PARADE,
WE BACH GET OUR
OWN FLOAT.

I CAN'T WAIT
TO SEE IT. TM TOLD
IT WILL LOOK LIKE A
MINIATURE VERSION OF
THE TAJ MAHAL!

N[ G

YOU'RE WORKING
i\ CORONATION DAY, }i |
A\, AREN'T YOU?

179
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..AND THESE
PARENTS WILL BRING
IN THEIR LITTLE BRATS,
LIKE, NOT EVEN FOUR YEARS
OLD YET, AND THEN THEY'RE
SHOCKED WHEN THE KID
HAS A BREAKDOWN
HALFWAY THROUGH
THE DAY?

AND THE CARRYING ON!
SCREAMING, FLAILING, KICKING,
THROWING FOOD AND TOYS.

NO ONE TEACHES
Y RESPECT ANYMORE. THAT'S
JUST ONE OF THE MANY
THINGS THAT'S WRONG WITH
THE WORLD TODAY.

IT'S LIKE
CLOCKUWORK. THREE PM.
BAM. TANTRUMS GALORE.
WHY SOMEONE WOULD EVEN
BRING A TODDLER TO THE
PARK 1S COMPLETELY
BEYOND ME. AND THE

STROLLERS! IF WE
S50LD SPACES FOR STROLLER

PARKING, WILMA SUMMERS
WOULD BE TWICE AS RICH
AS SHE 1S NOW.

YOU MEAN WINDA

EXCUSE ME...SORRY...
I THINK SOMEONE I5...
CALLING ME?
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ONE WEEK PROBATION
FOR BOTH OF YOU! AND YOUR
PAYCHECKS WILL BE DOCKED TO
PAY FOR THAT DRESS.

AND DON'T YOU EVER
PULL & STUNT LIKE THIS
AGAIN! YOU'RE KITTY WISE,
FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE! A

cxasm

WHAT DO YOU THINK
SHE MEANT? THAT
YOU SPARKED A NEW
DREAM IN HER?.

= \g-_? 5
YOU GUYS WERE :‘

NO, ¥OU WERE
INCREDIBLE.

N

AND YOU MET
WINDA SOMMERS! 7HA
15 INCREDIBLE!

SHE MEAN BY
THAT?






images/00428.jpg





images/00549.jpg
YOU WANT
ME TO GRAB A
PRINCESS MADELINE
COSTUME?

AND ALSO
PRINCE HENRY.

TO PERFORM EITHER OF R
THOSE ROLES? AR

P
DOES THIS HAVE v
Pof ANYTHING TO DO WITH INGRITH
) AND BRENT STEPPING OUT
) ON US THE DAY OF A ROYAL
CORONATION?
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/
IN TRUE SOMMERLAND STYLE, I DID k |
MY BEST TO CREATE AS MANY \
MAGICAL MOMENTS AS T COULD FROM ——
_§ BEHIND MY LITTLE FOOD COUNTER.

p——

WHEN T WASN'T WORKING, 1
STRETCHED AND DANCED AND WATCHED
SOMMERLAND MOVIES OVER AND OVER,
STUDYING THE WAY THE PRINCESSES
MOVED AND TALKED.

DESTROY SUCH BEAUTY,
SUCH MAGIC...

IM TELLING
YOU, THE TENTS
REEK OF FRYER
ou!

ALL WHILE TRYING NOT TO BE
BITTER ABOUT MY ROOMMATE, WHO
NEVER HAD ANYTHING 600D TO
SAY ABOUT BEING SOMMERLAND
ROYALTY.

\ ¥

BUT
WHATEVER.
IT'S TOLERABLE,
1 GUESS.

AT LEAST
WE HAVE AIR-
CONDITIONING...

IT'S ALL THOSE
FOOD STANDS NEARBY,

YOU KNOW? UGH. MY COSTUME
WILL SMELL LIKE FRENCH
FRIES FOR WEEKS.

THE NEXT ROUND OF AUDITIONS
WAS COMING UP SOON, AND
THIS TIME, I WAS DETERMINED
TO IMPRESS THE JUDGES.

m
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THANK YOU,
NACHO LADY! TM
6OING TO GET BACK

MUCH DO I OWE
YOU FOR THE

THAT WAS INCREDIBLE. I'D
3 HEARD ABOUT SOMMERLAND'S
\ 5
N ——
WD

\ FAMED HOSPITALITY, BUT THI
I8 THE FIRST TIME I'VE SEE
TS IT WITH MY OWN EYES.

WELL, THIS WAS DEFINITELY
MAGICAL. THANK YOU.

I MEAN, IT'S TECHNICALLY
ON WINDA SOMMERS. THE PARK
HAS AN ALLOWANCE FOR CREATING
WHAT WE CALL "MAGICAL MEMORIES" |
COME ON! IT'S
ALMOST OUR
TURN!
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AND THERE YOU HAVE IT. I BECAME A
S PRINCESS. T FELL IN LOVE AND FOUND
4 MY HAPPILY EVER AFTER.

ALL MY DREAMS CAME
TRUE...

5
0 S

L4

<
J

..AT LEAST, UNTIL I DREAM UP SOME
NEW ONES.
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)/ 1 waS THE ATTENDANT
FOR KITTY WISE FOR A FEW
MONTHS. THE KIDS GO NUTS.
YOU WOULDN'T BELIEVE HOW
MANY START TO CRY.

YOU DO GET
PLENTY OF KIDS WHO
START CRYING IN ABJECT
TERROR, TOO.

HAPPY TEARS!
ER, MOSTLY.

BUT THAT'S
MOSTLY JUST THE
TODDLERS...

YEAH, YEAH.

NO, 1 GET IT. PLAYING
KITTY WISE, OR ANY OF
THE SUIT CHARACTERS,

WOULD BE GREAT.

ANYTHING TO
BE A PART OF THE
MAGIC, RIGHT?

ANYWAY, IT \

WAS NICE MEETING YOU.
BUT I'D BETTER GET BACK
TO THE DORMS.

BIG FIRST
DAY TOMORROW
AND ALL.

OH, YEAH, SURE.
UH..G00D LUCK AT
THE AUDITIONS?
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e
NO, TABI, IT GOES \
uke THis.  JIN

T

—
i DON'T DO THAT, YOU'LL

JUST A LITTLE..OKAY,
EXHALE, AND...

] j W N
R - BN vou cLean
? " A
| L HELLO? SHE DIDN! : '. 4 A N UP NICE.
i ) &
A @ i “ ‘
i 3 /1 \
N i | \ (/

Y 4 GIVEUS A
SECOND. WE'RE
JUST..DEALING WITH
D\ A..MINOR ISSUE..
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LASTLY, WE WERE SHOWN THE OFFICIAL SIGNATURES OF

OUR CHARACTERS AND TOLD TO PRACTICE UNTIL THEIR i

AUTOGRAPHS BECAME AS NATURAL AS OUR OWN.

/
SINCE ONE CHARACTER R B":A';?C”‘;'L'g’xs a
COULD BE PLAYED BY J
NUMEROUS ACTORS OVER —
TIME, SOMMERLAND o P A
BELIEVED IT COULD RUIN . W) 0 o
THE MAGIC IF GUESTS Y =
RECEIVED DIFFERING % o
AUTOGRAPHS. /N © -,
J r
IT WAS A SMALL THING
BUT ALSO THE EXACT J

SORT OF DETAIL THAT &

MADE ME LOVE THE o 7 .
PLACE. s ONCE OUR TRAINING WAS OVER, WE

WERE SENT DOWN TO COSTUMING,
TO COMPLETE THE FINAL STEP IN
OUR TRANSFORMATION.

—
\\ =
\Y o
A L\
== B
HI! M HERE TO TRY ON
MY NEW COSTUME?
a
] 2
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3 Als
1 MADE MY WAY TOWARD NACHO MAMA'S. (3 =
“§ IT WASN'T HARD TO FIND. Y, 08 \
> e/ iy

e

OU EVER WORKED FOOD
( SERVICE BEFORE?

il

\
T'M TABI! THIS 15 | BUT ’II%PAE
ey
MY FIRST DAY/ S LEARNE
* - g
l, RIGHT, THEN. N
GET IN HERE, AND LET

THE S0UL CRUSHING
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FIRED? FOR
WHAT?

e T ICPEE EILEG OF THE HIGHER-UPS WILL LET A LOT
A o e e OF STUFF SLIDE AROUND HERE, BUT
UP.YOU CAN SEE BLOOD SPURTING HITTING & GUEST? O WAY.
FROM THE GUY'S NOSE AND 1 MEAN, THE GUY TOTALLY DESERVED
EVERYTHING. I. IF THERE HADN'T BEEN THE VIDEO
X PROVING WHAT A JERK HE'D BEEN, TM
SURE JAMES WOULD HAVE BEEN
SENT PACKING FOR REAL.

EVEN WITH THE VIDEO, THEY TOOK
HIM OFF THE CHARACTER CIRCUIT. I DIDN'T
SEE HIM FOR MONTHS. HEARD THEY WERE

RETRAINING HIM FOR JANITORIAL OR MERCH
‘ ? RESTOCKING OR SOMETHING.

I GUESS HE WEASELED HIS -

wnv BACK INTO SOMEONE'S GOOD }———2
GRACES, BEING AN ATTENDANT
NOW AND ALL.

STILL. I DOUBT
THEY'LL EVERLET
HIM BE AN ACTOR
AGAIN.
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WE'RE STARTING! LET'S
MOVE, HIGHNESS!

\_l& - : I o e
2 ° 3
| ME THE ' d
NEWEST SOMMERLAND ROYAL, /)
A PRINCESS WHO 15 AS CLEVER ﬁ

AS SHE 1S COURAGEOUS, AS
BEAUTIFUL AS SHE IS BOLD...

N
N\
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MICHABL!
ARE WE LATE? PARKING
WAS AWFUL.

=i

u ! YOURE RIGHT
ON TIME. )
"
il B e
i | ’
- THANK THAT DAUGHTER
THANKS FOR OF OURS. T NEVER THOUGHT =
I\ SAVING OUR SEATS, IDGETVIPTICKETS TO ) v
SOMETHING LIKE THIS! A°
J
3
& WELL, WHEN YOU'RE RELATED TO
THE MOST POPULAR SOMMERLAND
\ RINCESS OF THE LAST DECADE..
OH, I DON'T ;
THINK YOUVE MET p— OF COURSE! HOW
JOHN YET! ool ARE YOU? TABI 15 50
- o A\ exciTeD To MeeT Her
& BABY SISTER.
y o
- s
=,
3 & =
ﬁ\j
I- ‘l
|
Z S
W
WE ALL T THINK
TVE HEARD A LOT ARE! THEYRE
ABOUT YOU. MOSTLY GOOD STARTING!

THINGS, T SWEAR.
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TABI, M SERIOUS.
YOU HAVE A GREAT PART. }-
YOURE FLIPPING WHAT'S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT
KITTY WISE! BEING A PRINCESS?

IF THAT'S NOT
THE PART, THEN
WHAT 187

THE THING IS, T ACTUALLY
LIKE BEING KITTY WISE. IT'S A FUN
PART, AND T'VE HAD SO MANY GREAT
EXPERIENCES WITH GUESTS.

1 DON'T MEAN TO
SOUND UNGRATEFUL.

IT'S JUST
THAT YOU HAD A
DREAM.
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OF COURSE,

YOU KNOW AS WELL AS
1 DO THAT NOT EVERYONE
1S CUT OUT TO BE
ROYALTY.

“WHAT DID YOU
UEAN BY THAT?

/ WELL... AREN'T YOU KYRA'S

ROOMMATE? THE GIRL WHO
WANTED TO TRY OUT FOR
PRINCESS MADELINE?

o

WELL.
IT'S CLEAR YOU
MAKE A GREAT
KITTY WISE.
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CHAPTER SIX

Kitty Wise
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THERE YOU ARE!

SORRY. I HAD !
TO MAKE A QUICK )

FOR THIS. T
THOUGHT IT COULD BE A
6OOD-LUCK CHARM. NOT

THAT YOU NEED IT.

MY SIGNING LINE

LATER, RIGHT? T WON'T LEAVE

YOUR SIDE.

WE'LL HIDE IT UNDER
HERE. DON'T WANT TO
GET YELLED AT FOR

INAUTHENTIC CHARACTER

PORTRAYAL...
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.AND SHE WAS ALL LIKE,
"I JUST NEED YOU TO STAY FIVE
MORE MINUTES SO I CAN GET THROUGH
THIS LINE OF KIDS," AND YOU KNOW
WHAT I TOLD HER?

1 5AID, THAT WOULD BE
FIVE MINUTES PAST MY BREAK
TIME, WHICH T'VE EARNED.

=

_—

NOT YOUR FAULT N

THEY OVERFILLED p , ¢
ALS

= \/ —
THE LINE. '1
0, IT'S THE LAW!
e O

THE COMPANY BUSES ARE THE WORST. IT MIGHT
SOUND NICE AT FIRST--WOW, FREE TRANSPORTATION
SO WE DON'T HAVE TO RELY ON THE CITY!

7 W

OF MY LIFE. HATE TO BREAK IT
TO YOU, SWEETHEART, BUT YOU

AWFUL. OVERCROWDED. ARE WASTING YOUR TIME. IT'S

L 1T o

SMELLS LIKE BODY ODOR. ALWAYS o POUTICS AROUND Heze,
BEHIND SCHEDULE... | 7 wHo You koW, YoUR

— SENIORITY STATUS...

BUT NO, IT'S

.THEY SAY THEY WANT ACTORS,
BUT WHAT THEY REALLY WANT IS
ROBOTS! SOMEONE WHO WILL READ THE
PRESCRIBED LINES AND OTHERWISE KEEP

RIGHT..UM.
1 HAVE TO 60...
NICE TALKING
TO YOU...
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THANKS SO
MUCH. T OWE
YOU ONE.

OKAY, TKNOW A
GUY WHO'S WORKING WITH
THE PARADE COORDINATOR
TONIGHT. HE PROMISED THEY
WOULDN'T TAKE MADELINE'S
FLOAT OUT OF THE LINEUP.

= Neg
ﬂ— . GERTRUDE, WHOSE HONOR
: i 1 WAS TRYING TO DEFEND

ITLL BE

THERE WAITING IN THAT VIDEO?

I WOULD HAVE BEEN
HAPPY TO NEVER PUT

' ON ONE OF THESE
COSTUMES AGAIN. ‘
YOU ARE BOTH 0 i

FULL OF WONDERFUL

g iy YOUR SACRIFICE I DULY
NOTED. NOW STOP WHINING
AND GET DRESSED.

214
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ER..WELL. YOU HAVE TO
AUDITION FOR THOSE ROLES
SEPARATELY...

600D LUCK,
TABITHA.

‘

..WELCOME TO THE
SOMMERLAND FAMILY.

“

OH, T KNOW!

THAT'S WHY I DIDN'T MARK
ANY OF THE POSITIONS. I'D BE
HAPPY WITH ANYTHING, AS LONG

A4S I GET TO BE AT
SOMMERLAND.
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CHAPTER TWo
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1 CRIED THE WHOLE

BUS RIDE HOME. T HADN'T EVEN HAD A CHANCE

TO PROVE TO THEM HOW
MUCH I WANTED THIS.

I FELT LIKE I'D BEEN SO CLOSE,
ONLY FOR MY CHILDHOOD DREAM
TO BE SNATCHED AWAY. I KNEW I HAD AS MUCH PASSION AND DEDICATION
- A5 ANYONE ELSE ON THAT STAGE. MORE, EVEN.
BUT NO ONE HAD GIVEN ME A CHANCE TO SHOW IT.

MAYBE THE WORST PART WAS
THAT I COULDN'T EVEN BLAME
THE JUDGES FOR DISMISSING ME.

HOW COULD I NOT HAVE KNOWN
THE CHARACTER ACTORS WOULD
BE EXPECTED TO DANCE?

g
HOW HAD I MISSED SUCH AN A“

IMPERATIVE PART OF THIS ROLE? ‘
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SO. WHAT
DO YOU HATE ABOUT
WORKING AT THE MOST
MAGICAL PLACE ON

EARTH? -1
™\
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- LOOK, WHAT WE'RE DOING HASN'T

1 (S exacTLy BEEN SANCTIONED BY THE

A \ HiGHER-UPS AND WE DON'T WANT
YOU TO GET IN TROUBLE.

BUT WE REALLY
NEED THOSE
COSTUMES.

THINK OF
IT AS A PERSONAL
FAVOR. FOR
KITTY WISE.
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NO, NO, NO. NO,

THE AUDIENCE DURING
THE FIREWORKS.
¥ KITTY WISE
15 ALWAYS AT THE
CASTLE DURING THE
FIREWORKS!

\ TOGETHER, WE WERE MAGIC.

MES AND I MADE
A GOOD TEAI






images/00767.jpg
OB Socretsof Sor X Audton R X How o Becory The Essenc: X Ten Ty For - X]

Sommerland audition dance

)D& Ten Tips For Nailing Your Sommer!

< metv.com/watch/vid

% Sommerland audi






images/00887.jpg
THE SAME OF YOU,
BUT HONESTLY? I CAN'T
STOMACH ANY MORE

WHINING TONIGHT.

MOSTLY JUST THE HYPOCRITICAL TEAM MEMBERS
WHO CARE MORE ABOUT GETTING A FREE SUMMER
VACATION OR PADDING THEIR FUTURE RESUME THAN

THEY DO ABOUT MAKING A HAPPY MEMORY FOR
SOME KID WHO'S BEEN WAITING TO VISIT THIS
PARK FOR THEIR ENTIRE LIFE.
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IT WAS CRITICAL THAT WE NEVER BREAK CHARACTER
WHILE WE WERE IN COSTUME, 50 WE WERE BACH

GIVEN DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO EMBODY - —

OUR CHARACTER. 1 TRIED NOT TO BE JEALOUS OF THOSE
r PLAYING ROYALTY, AS THEY REHEARSED

‘.“ | srecipc responses To GuESTS

i

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS.

I
i 1
| 1
1!
=

WHY, OUR SHIP IS N2
CURRENTLY UNDERGOING
{ SOME REPAIRS BY THE WATER .
PIXIES, BUT WE'RE PREPARING
TO SET SAIL ANY DAY NOW.

I CAN'T WAIT TO BE BACK
ON THE OPEN OCEAN!

L /7 LN SR

SINCE T COULDN'T SPEAK AS KITTY WISE, T WOULD
MOSTLY JUST BE EXPECTED TO GIVE HUGS, DANCE
AROUND, AND SHOW SUPPORT OF THE ROYAL |
CHARACTERS WHEN WE WERE PERFORMING TOGETHER.

S
\Z
§ 4
A
i
Vi
\JJ
, e T C
! |
[
o . J | —
AT LEAST ALL THAT DANCE PRACTICE fu (2
/ WAS GOING TO COME IN HANDY. - -
y KITTY WISE IS RAMBUNCTIOUS AND LIVELY,
y 80 T KNEW T WOULDN'T BE BORED PLAYING
P HIM. OR HER. THEM. IT? THI5 15 AN ONGOING

DEBATE AMONG THE FANDOM.
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THAN THAT, ITLL BECOME
MAGIC FOR YOU, TOO.

TRUST ME. THERE'S
A NO BETTER FEELING
IN THE WORLD.

AND MORE IMPORTANT J

SOMMERLAND HAS MANY RULES. BUT THEY CAN
ALL BE BROKEN, IN THE NAME OF MAGI

BUT I'M 6OING
TO NEED & BETTER
ATTENDANT.

YOU FIGURE OUT HOW

MAKE MAGIC HAPPEN FOR
THE GUESTS, AND YOU'LL BE
FORGIVEN FOR ANYTHING.

154
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I WAS ENTRANCED AS I WATCHED THE OTHERS

DO THEIR IMPERSONATIONS. T COULDN'T HELP BUT - -

CHEER WHEN THEY DID WELL, LIKE WHEN ANYA TOTALLY OR CRINGE WHEN THEY FALTERED,

NAILED MATRON MALDOVA'S MELODRAMATIC FLAIR. LIKE WHEN POOR JENNIFER CONFESSED
THAT SHE COULDN'T IMPERSONATE
THE SPIRIT ANIMAL, CLIPPER, BECAUSE
SHE HADN'T SEEN THAT MOVIE YET.

THROUGH IT ALL, I TRIED TO STUDY THE
JUDGES, JUST AS THEY WERE STUDYING
US. BUT THEY WERE AS FROZEN AS THE
ICE QUEEN'S STATUES.

TABITHA,
WHY DON'T YOU
STEP UP TO THE
FRONT OF THE
STAGE HERE?
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HOW MUCH TIME
DO WE HAVE?

\ ‘H ARy
( ‘
n -\
“ % Q’ p <l ’
S 8 4N HOUR. WE'RE FINE.
A\ / STOP BLINKING.

DT W -
N'T

7
-
MAC
DS U
ING.

[ A
. s
- a8 YEAH, THAT'S HOW
SICK TO MY STOMACH. 1 FELT THE FIRST TIME
TERRIFIED. MY HAN! Ol I PLAYED ADITI, TOO.
STOP SHAKI -

REALLY? BUT... (/A \ ..THERE WILL BE SO MANY
{OU ALWAYS SEEMED 5 \B PEOPLE WATCHING. SO MANY
SO CONFIDENT. SPIRITERS. AND I KNOW I DON'T
\  REALLY LOOK LIKE PRINCESS
\MADELINE, SO WHAT WILL THEY--

Y/ IKNOW I CAN DO THE y

< DANCE. AND SMILE AND WAVE.

g AND IF ANYONE TALKS TO ME;
OH, T AM CONFIDENT. d ”
T KNEW T'D BE GREAT. BUT I KNOW T CAN SPEAK AND \ EXCUSE ME?

S THAT DOESN'T MEAN 1 SOUND LIKE MADELINE. YOU DON'T LOOK

?
WASN'T SCARED. LIKE MADELINE?
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WE ALL HAVE
GOOD DAYS AND BAD DAYS,
BUT I PROMISE, IT WILL GET
BETTER. YOULL GET

S ..BUT THEY'RE THINKING ABOUT IT ALL WRONG.
AND DON'T WORRY ABOUT THE IT'S NOT ABOUT HOW MANY AUTOGRAPHS YOU
QUOTAS AND THE STATISTICS. T SIGN OR HOW MANY PHOTOS YOU TAKE.
KNOW THE PARK OFFICIALS WANT
US TO BE MACHINES, GETTING
THROUGH SO MANY GUESTS
EVERY DAY...

OF COURSE
NOT. YOU ALREADY
KNOW THIS.

WHAT ARE
WE REALLY DOING
HERE?
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OH. UM. YES,
OF COURSE.

CAPTAIN ANTONIA.
LET'S SEE...

1 TRIED MY BEST TO SEND
THE WORDS TO ANYA
TELEPATHICALLY, BUT...

HI! T'M CAPTAIN ANTONIA.
WELCOME TO SOMMERLAND!
1..ER..WORK WITH OCEAN
CREATURES TO..HUNT FOR
BURIED TREASURE, AND..UM.

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT. CONSIDER THAT
ONE & WARM-UP.

NEXT,
HOW ABOUT THE
SWAMP WITCH?

I KNEW IMMEDIATELY HOW I WOULD
IMPERSONATE CAPTAIN ANTONIA. I'D HAD
HER MONOLOGUE FROM SOMMERLAND:
THE FORGOTTEN /SLAND MEMORIZED
SINCE I WAS SIX.

I'M SORRY. CAN
I START OVER?
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TABITHA LAURIE.

HAZEL S

HOLLOWAY,

THANK YOU. WE'LL BEGIN THE INTERVIEW
THE REST OF YOU CAN REMAIN AND LOOK-ALIKE PORTIONS OF OUR
WHERE YOU ARE... AUDITIONING PROCESS
MOMENTARILY...
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HERE YOU ARE, %
ER..YOUR ROVAL
HIGHNESS.
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FROM THAT DAY FORWARD,
I WORKED HARD TO
PREPARE MYSELF FOR THE
DAY T WOULD RETURN TO
SOMMERLAND. FOR THE DAY
THAT T WOULD BE PART OF
THAT MAGIC.

KNOW WHY YOU HAVE
CHOSEN ME FOR THIS TASK,
KITTY WISE. IVOW TO
DO MY BEST...

I'VE CHOSEN TO DO
MY REPORT ON WINDA SOMMERS,
WHO I BELIEVE IS ONE OF THE
MOST INFLUENTIAL WOMEN
IN HISTORY!

il

THE DARK
MAGE SHALL BE
VANQUISHED BY

JUSTICE AND
COMPASSION!

HOW MANY
TIMES ARE YOU GOING
TO WATCH THAT MOVIE

OVER AND OVER?
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PLACES,
EVERYONE!

YOU LOOK FANTASTIC.
JUST LIKE THE MAN OF PRINCESS
BELLEROSE'S DREAMS.

\ OR MINE.BUT HE
DOESN'T SEEM TO BELIEVE
ME WHEN I SAYIT.

BREAK IT UP, BOYS. REMEMBER,
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO BE IN LOVE
WITH PRINCESS BELLEROSE.

you
MADE THE COSTUME, T
JUST THINK YOU MIGHT BE

NOW GO GET
2 IN POSITION. WE'RE
1 AM BIASED ON 50 ABOUT TO START.
MANY LEVELS.
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TOUGH FIRST

MISERABLE DOESN'T
BEGIN TO DESCRIBE IT.






